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Location (Hospital/Trust): Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Duration of placement: - 6 months
SIA supervisor and email: Dr Craske and Dr Hatfield
david.craske@bthft.nhs.uk
andrew.hatfield@bthft.nhs.uk

Structure and Delivery of the SIA:
Block with the majority of elective placements being in our head and neck theatres, some flexibility in days at work may be needed to assist with relevant experience e.g. major head and neck resection / free flap reconstruction days

Assessed via accumulation of logbook experience and SIAs. Key capabilities A-G as per RCoA guidance.

Opportunities available:
Major maxillofacial and ENT surgery with free flap reconstruction. AFOI course and opportunities to teach in the simulation centre and wet skills lab (FONA). THRIVE and jet ventilation opportunities. Frequent opportunities for AFOI (frequently in the acute setting e.g. dental abscesses). Individuals may require flexibility in which days they work and be proactive spotting upcoming cases (readily done via EPR and liaising with surgeons and anaesthetists who regularly work in this area).

Competitiveness/early application advised:
Usually one resident at a time, maximum of two. Early application advised. 




Location (Hospital/Trust): LTHT
Duration of placement: 6 months
SIA supervisor and email: Heather Gorton - heather.gorton@nhs.net
Resident contact: Ian Chadderton – ianchadderton@nhs.net

Structure and Delivery of the SIA:
To be discussed with college tutors
Opportunities available:
Access to airway theatre lists
Access to many types of difficult airway equipment
Access to tubeless anaesthesia
Teaching as faculty on difficult airway workshop
Attending head and neck oncology MDT

Competitiveness/early application advised:
Constrained by college tutor resident allocation
Could accommodate 2-3 residents



[bookmark: _Toc228786592]Resident feedback: Complex Airway - LGI
Resident contact: Ian Chadderton – ianchadderton@nhs.net

Duration: 6 months 

Overview 

This six-month SIA offers excellent exposure to the full breadth of head, neck and airway anaesthesia within a busy tertiary centre. 
This module is well-suited to trainees seeking to consolidate advanced airway skills ahead of CCT, particularly those with an interest in ENT, head and neck, or critical care. 
The combination of elective and emergency airway exposure, alongside structured sign-off and an engaged faculty, makes it one of the strongest modules within the deanery. 
Based primarily at the Leeds General Infirmary, the module provides hands-on experience across a high-volume ENT and head and neck surgical programme, including Trauma, infections and complex oncological resections. There is often a focus on day-case surgery and post-operative management. Often accompanies Senior Registrar acute out-of-hours on calls which sees plenty of airway emergencies. 
 
What Trainees Say: 
“Consistently report this as one of the most clinically rewarding placements in Stage 3 training.” 
 
“A really interesting placement — the team are very helpful, approachable, and supportive. I got a huge amount out of it clinically and it gave me real confidence managing complex airways independently.” 
 
 
You can expect to develop competence and confidence across a wide range of airway techniques, including: 
 
· Tubeless and TIVA-based anaesthetic techniques for ENT surgery 
· Transoral robotic surgery (TORS) — including multimodal analgesic planning and intraoperative blood pressure management 
· Acute airway cases out of hours (e.g. penetrating neck injuries, airway obstruction) 
· Techniques: Angulated videolaryngoscopy blades and awake fibreoptic intubation (AFOI) used. 
 
The case mix includes significant comorbidity, making vigilant preoperative assessment a central part of the role. 
 
Post-operative pathways vary — from ICU and Ward 8 to ENT ward-level care — giving trainees broad experience of airway patient management beyond the theatre environment. 
 
Modules couples well with stage three acute pain, perioperative medicine, and small volume paediatric cases. 
 
Sign-Off 
Heather Gorton coordinates sign-offs for the module and is very approachable and pragmatic — an early meeting to clarify expectations and milestones is strongly recommended.  
 
An associated airway course is available and a useful adjunct to the placement. 
 
An awake fibreoptic intubation course has previously been offered through the department and may be available during your placement — worth enquiring about, and potentially suitable as a QUIP project if being restarted. 
 
Logistical Considerations 

· Some lists run at Gilbert Scott, which can feel relatively remote — worth factoring into your planning. 
· Post-operative recovery occasionally takes place in Jubilee; ensure prescriptions are clearly completed to avoid delays. 
· Log all out-of-hours airway work diligently — acute cases are valuable evidence of independent airway practice. 

 
The Team 

The airway faculty at LGI are approachable and supportive. Consultants with a particular interest in airway include: 

Justin McKinley 
Monalisa Marbaniang 
Sarah Monte 
Sarah Davies 
Tom Lawrence 
Mark Stubbington 
Ossian Auckland Child  
 
Contact ianchadderton@nhs.net for any information  
