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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!  
I’m hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into 

the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me… 

 

Turning Back in Time 

The late 1980s brought significant changes to my life, not the least 

of which was my purchase of a cheap try-it-out lathe. Leading up 

to that purchase I knew that I would have to seek some type of 

instruction. Living in the far north-central Upper Peninsula on Lake 

Superior, I was many (and I do mean MANY) miles from any 

possible personal instruction, So I did what I had always done, I 

ordered a book that might provide some insight.  

 

Since I had immersed myself in custom cabinetmaking and other creative woodworking, I 

had always loved the beauty of a classic Windsor armchair, which would require a high 

degree of woodturning to fabricate the spindles, stretchers, and legs, I found the perfect 

book by a highly acclaimed craftsman, It taught me the rudiments of lathe work, for which I 

have forever been grateful. Of course, I never have built that Windsor chair that I was so 

excited about!  

 

Instead, my new-found skills sent me in an entirely different direction: 

creating functional art pieces on the lathe that would bring a high 

degree of rustic elegance into people’s lives. It took a bit of time to 

develop the skills, techniques, and methods to produce the results I 

was looking for. I still have some of my early practice/sampler pieces 

that I turned out; it’s fun and still instructive to take those off the shelf 

and ponder my journey.  

 

It wasn’t long before I was building up a significant inventory, although I always avoided any 

semblance of production work. I learned early on that production was not the sort of work I 

had any interest in — thank you for that, Mr. Ford! Simultaneously, Kathy had her creative 

juices in full force. We needed a place that we could offer our creations to the many visitors 

and locals that were in town daily during season. We made a deal with the owner of the 

historic Donahey Pickle Parrel House, which became our shop (and Visitor Information 

Center) for the next couple of years. We had excellent return and referral customers, and we 

enjoyed every minute of it! 
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Foraging Adventures 

Typically when foraging we seek out likely places in the woods for unusual wood forms, 

growth patterns, and burls. Sometimes we seek treasured pieces at shops that specialize in 

such things, And yet other times foraging opportunities seem to fall into your lap! 

 

I love getting calls (or texts or emails) from folks that have a tree that had been blown over, 

or cleared for construction projects, or otherwise needed to be removed. There was a time 

when I would take down a tree upon request. I would harvest what I needed and haul the 

rest for composting, or simply to feed the forest floor. Those physically demanding days are 

behind me, but I am still able to cut a few pieces here and there to add to my collection of 

available, interesting stock. 

 

Since moving to southern Oregon, I have been interested 

in turning some of the abundant Black Oak that grows on 

the hillsides. I finally had an opportunity when a 

gentleman contacted me about some madrone root ball 

burl he had. When I arrived, he offered me some Black 

oak as well! — gotta love a two-fer! I enjoyed turning this 

branch bowl, taking the opportunity to display the 

interesting cambium layer beneath the bark. I do love the 

unexpected opportunities that foraging provides! 

 

Wood Words 

A feature that has become relatively common in woodturned 

pieces is “natural edge.” You will see it featured prominently in many 

of my bowls. A natural edge can include bark — or not — and may 

even be stretched to include natural surfaces that do not include an 

actual edge. I love to include such features in my work, likely 

because of my deep appreciation for what nature has given us.  

 

Preserving natural edges, surfaces, bark, bug workings, or fungi 

invasion (referred to as “spalting,” which will be covered another 

time), provides greater interest by allowing the final piece to 

communicate the history of the tree it came from. It provides an interpretive story without the 

need for words — just the innate ability of the beholder to appreciate the natural history 

behind the finished piece, often subconsciously, but there nonetheless. The world of wood is 

fascinating in all of its aspects and can improve our quality of life by providing daily “awe” 

moments, every time you look at it in a different way, from a new perspective.  

 

Thanks for joining me — see you next month! 
 

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — my new 

shop is up and running, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings! 

https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me/

