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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter! 
I’m hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into 
the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me…

Turning Back in Time
I only thought that the late 1980s brought significant changes to my 
life, I really had no idea what the 90s would bring, nor that it would 
dramatically change the trajectory of my life. 

You may recall that I had worked two seasons for the National Park 
Service in the mid-70s…at this point, ancient history. Our family life 
was still in a state of relative instability following my less-than-
graceful departure from my design-build business, thanks to my 

thoroughly worn knees. One day in March 1990, I picked up the phone and was greeted by 
the Chief of Interpretation at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. To say I was surprised is an 
understatement of monumental proportions, He noted that he had been asking around the 
entire county (granted, not very big) for the right person: he wanted me to come to work for 
the NPS reviewing, researching, and correcting deficiencies in their museum collection!

While I won’t get into the nitty gritty right here, 
that temporary 6-month appointment turned 
into a career with the National Park Service, 
culminating as the superintendent of Fort 
Laramie National Historic Site during a 
historically critical time. You may ask what that 
has to do with my personal woodturning story, 
and I will answer, “EVERYTHING!” Most 
importantly my NPS job(s) increased my 
confidence, bringing me closer to the world of 
natural and cultural resources, and 
interpretive/teaching skills. It forced me to be 
efficient in the development of my woodturning skills. 

My creative journey blossomed more than I ever imagined and led me to this place, 34 years 
down the road, where I have a developing presence in the art community, representation in 
an Ashland gallery, and ever-expanding creative energy — and I’m loving every minute! 
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Showtime!
I have been particularly busy lately preparing for two 
harvest/holiday season shows, one of which actually 
happened yesterday. Any time that I do a show, 
regardless of how much inventory I have on hand, I 
have a two-to-three-week period of frenzied turning, 
always trying to get out as many pieces as possible of 
ever-higher quality. That’s the euphoria of the creative 
side of what I do. What gives me equal pleasure is 
doing the show itself.

I truly enjoy engaging with potential patrons on so many levels, from the simple act of giving 
and receiving a smile as I greet them strolling past our booth to seeing their eyes light up 
when they cradle the first turned piece in their hands. I love telling the stories of the wood, 
where it came from, and how it became the piece that they are admiring. I love connecting 
with them on both intellectual and emotional levels. 

Yesterday, a retired school superintendent who continues to provide opportunities for young 
artists became a patron—twice! A couple came into the booth and her eyes flashed 
beautifully as she saw, picked up, and examined a sweet little Spalted Maple lidded box, 
which they told me was perfect for the ashes of their tiny dog. We certainly shared a 
moment, and they left with so much joy in their hearts. These are the special rewards of my 
passion for woodturned art. Even when a purchase is not made, I love having people leave 
with a deeper appreciation for art. Next up: Siskiyou Woodcraft Guild’s 45th Harvest Show!

Wood Words
Working “green” wood has its advantages and sometimes, not so much. Green wood is 
wood that has been cut and not allowed to dry to a typical 7%-12% moisture content. Green 
wood turns much easier because the fibers haven’t become tough through a drying 
process, whether air dried or kiln dried, each of which has their own advantages. Many 
turners like to rough out their work using green wood, letting it dry completely, then turning it 
a second time. This process can take many months to complete. 

It can also be fun to turn green wood to its final form and let the subsequent drying process 
do as it wishes to achieve the final effect, which is typically a free-form, ‘deformed’ bowl. 
Results are totally unexpected, but can lead to some very interesting forms, prescribed by 
nature as the various stresses in the wood fibers alternately relax or tighten. Fun with wood! 

Thanks for joining me — see you next month!

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — my new 
shop is up and running, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings!

https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me/

