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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!  
I’m hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into 

the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me… 

 

Turning Back in Time 

As I was becoming more attuned to my new, natural world 

environs I was also seeking employment. In a development that 

would only reveal its true significance about 15 years down the 

road, I landed a seasonal job with the National Park Service, 

working on the initial historic preservation/stabilization of the Au 

Sable Lighthouse Complex in Pictured 

Rocks National Lakeshore.  

 

Every day started with a beautiful drive 

through the magnificent Beech-Maple 

woods to work on the shore above Lake Superior, providing 

sweeping views and close connections to the natural and cultural 

resources of my new home. The work was meaningful, and the 

exhilaration was, well, EXHILARATING! I found that I actually loved 

working, which, in itself, was novel to me. 

 

Following on the heels of my second season at Pictured Rocks, I applied for my first actual 

carpenter position, working that winter at the Grand Hotel on Mackinaw Island. Never being 

one to shy away from challenges, I borrowed the necessary basic tools from a friend, and 

charged headlong into an entirely new chapter in my life. While my energy and grim 

determination helped me succeed in my position, inspiration to continue pursuing the trade 

was brought by the incredibly talented people I worked with: one being a very intelligent 

rough carpenter with an outstanding work ethic, and the other being an accomplished and 

precise finish wood-crafter who expanded my horizons of what was possible to achieve.  

 

An Open Invitation… 

I encourage you to submit an article and/or captioned photos to me via email at: 

timeless.tom68@gmail.com. Articles should be rather brief — 200-250 words — and preferably 

connected in some manner to woodturning, artistic pursuits, or creatively inspiring 

adventures in nature. I would love to share your experiences with my like-minded readers!  
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Foraging Adventures 

Foraging can happen anywhere, any time — sometimes you 

simply have to open your eyes to new opportunities. Case in 

point: your own backyard. When we lived in Grand Marais, we 

had a very old apple tree in our yard that hadn’t been tended 

to for a very long time. Kathy had (rightful) trepidation about 

me pruning the tree, but one day I decided to “surprise” her 

and took aggressive measures to try to help the tree produce 

beautiful fruit once again. 

 

I managed to not kill it, and we were rewarded the next season 

with some of the biggest, beautiful Northern Spy apples you 

could imagine. We researched some historic photographs of town, and discovered that our 

tree was standing as far back as the late 1800s! That made us even more excited about our 

beloved apple tree. Of course, I kept the limbs that I had removed and let them dry for 

several years. A few of the pieces became projects that our daughters worked on, including 

some very beautiful pencil/pen holders that I suspect continue to grace a few homes. 

 

As for me, one of those salvaged pieces became this votive, with a wonderful knot that is 

the center of attention. From original cutting to its ultimate new home in Washington State — 

having been purchased during one of our Art Splash Studio Tours — about 40 years had 

elapsed. Prudent foraging and patience often yields enjoyment for others lives! 

 

Wood Words 

Spalting/Spalted: This is a term often seen or heard related to 

woodturned creations. Spalting is the visible evidence left as a 

result of and reminder of the continual processes of the circle 

of life in the forest. As a tree ages, it becomes a host to fungi. If 

it has fallen, the fungi take advantage of their new host more 

quickly, and begin the process of decomposition, which feeds 

other vegetation, including nourishing new trees. 

 

When we catch the process mid-stream, we can capture the 

beauty of natural world processes, and use it creatively to bring nature’s artistic hand into 

our lives. The Spalted Cascara Natural Edge Stitched Vessel here exhibits that character very 

distinctively along its previously barked edge. The black veining is very typical of spalting, 

regardless of species. Keep your eyes peeled for some beautiful enhancements of nature! 

 

Thanks for joining me — see you next month! 
 

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — I am in 

the process of setting up my new shop, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings! 

https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me/

