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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!  
I’m hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into 

the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me… 

 

Turning Back in Time 

Picking up on where I left off, which was with the early creative 

influences of my brothers, I’m jumping to post-schooling time. I 

grew up in the Detroit area and went to high school in the inner 

city; city life never really bothered me. Of course, it was all I knew. 

In 1971, some close friends took me with them for a Memorial Day 

Weekend trip to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula — the U.P. in 

Michigan terms. That trip changed the entire course of my life! 

 

After visiting the wild 

country along the shores of 

Lake Superior, in the forests surrounding Grand Marais 

in the central U.P., I suddenly could not handle the 

hustle and bustle of the city. I had found an 

alternative to the relatively high-paced lifestyle that 

no longer met my needs. I had found a place where 

my soul felt in harmony with my surroundings. The 

woods and water were the place(s) I wanted to be!  

 

All my friends said that I “retired” to the U.P., and in a way, at the ripe old age of 23, I kind of 

did. I spent my first eight months becoming intimately familiar with the deep forests in the 

area. I was learning about the magnificent natural resources in leaps and bounds — with a 

few precarious deep-snow predicaments thrown in for good measure. It was these times that 

instilled my love for nature! 

 

An Open Invitation… 

Should you, or someone you know, wish to contribute to the Timeless Turnings newsletter, I 

encourage you to submit your article and/or captioned photos to me via email at: 

timeless.tom68@gmail.com. Articles should be rather brief — 200-250 words — and preferably 

connected in some manner to woodturning, artistic pursuits, or creatively inspiring 

adventures in nature. I would love to share your experiences with my like-minded readers!  
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Foraging Adventures 

In the course of foraging in the woods, Kathy and I have had 

many a great adventure: sighting a lone, statuesque wolf; 

dodging fully loaded logging trucks as they barreled down a 

woods road; having near heart failure flushing a ruffed 

grouse while stalking some logger’s leftovers. And then there 

was getting our vehicle stuck mid-stream (literally) when the 

hardpan in the middle collapsed under our weight. We had 

a several-mile walk-out, in the rain, to the highway, but were 

picked up by an understanding friend, who drove us home 

to get our truck to pull it out. Should have had the truck to 

begin with, but we weren’t anticipating a two-track 

adventure when we left home that morning. 

 

We almost always came home from a day’s outing with 

soon-to-be turning stock, or wildflowers to dry, or berries to 

enjoy, or rocks (LOTS of rocks!) for the gardens, or simply 

fantastic memories of another day well spent in the woods. 40+ years later, we continue in 

the same vein, albeit collecting smaller rocks and more easily manageable chunks of wood 

(runga, you recall). I’m not so prone to taking the chances a younger man did, but we still 

make memories almost daily in the wooded hills and mountains of southern Oregon, and we 

will always love the thrill of discovery! 

 

Origins 

A reader friend suggested that I present some of my turned 

pieces accompanied by the story behind its creation. The 

first, in deference to him, is a White Birch Burl Natural Edge 

Hollow Form, which was harvested from Beaver Meadows 

Camp during a trip to see family in the U.P. His dad, one of 

my very best friends, and I spent a wonderfully memorable 

summer day at his camp where he gifted me a beautiful 

white birch tree that he had been wanting to remove. The 

tree had a rare burl along its trunk, which became the piece shown. I absolutely love the 

birch bark retained surrounding the central opening. The personal connection makes it extra 

special, and the resultant work is a great source of pride. Thanks for the suggestion, Tony. I 

can see this becoming a regular feature in the newsletter! 

 

Thanks for joining me — see you next month! 

 

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — I should 

have my new shop set up by the next issue, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings! 

Douglas Fir Burl Natural Edge 
Driftwood Vessel 
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