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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!  
I’m hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into 

the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me… 

 

Turning Back in Time 

I am going to make a departure from the thread that I have 

carried on to this point. We relocated from Washington State to 

southern Oregon last August, had a new craftsman bungalow built, 

and have been busy settling into our new home. I have been shop-

less throughout, but finally managed to 

squeeze in the time to get it put together 

— “squeeze” perhaps being the 

operative word here. 

 

My new shop is tight, but I managed to fit my new lathe, grinder, 

band saw, drill press, dust collector, compressor, and turning tool 

caddy into its restricted space. Whew! The best part is that I am 

back to working on my lathe and producing art once again! 

 

My first task was to finish the Wax Myrtle hollow form (above) that 

was an in-process prop at my Burls show last year. I’m excited with 

the results, especially the surprise spalted ‘branch’ that revealed 

itself late in the turning process. I then finished a Big Leaf Maple Burl 

piece (pictured with the finish drying, on the lathe) that had been 

gifted to me by a new friend, through a serendipitous meeting. It 

doesn’t quite come under the ‘foraging’ heading, but darn close to 

it. I still have another piece of it that I’m working on, but it’s proven 

to be extremely challenging — just what I like! 

 

 

An Open Invitation… 

I encourage you to submit an article and/or captioned photos to me via email at: 

timeless.tom68@gmail.com. Articles should be rather brief — 200-250 words — and preferably 

connected in some manner to woodturning, artistic pursuits, or creatively inspiring 

adventures in nature. I would love to share your experiences with my like-minded readers!  
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Foraging Adventures 

You may have noticed that foraging is in our blood. I’m not quite sure how a guy from 

Detroit transitioned to roaming the woods, beaches, and any locale that’s ripe for discovery, 

but I sure love doing it, especially with my wife Kathy! 

 

Having moved to southern Oregon last year, an entirely new 

world has opened up for us. We had gotten small tastes of 

mountain adventures in our previous travels, but now we head 

into the surrounding mountains at every opportunity. Presently, 

we escape the heat by heading up several thousand feet, 

often on the tightest of two-track roads, barely hanging onto 

the side of the mountain du jour.  

 

It's an entirely new world of foraging, especially at our age! I’m 

long past the mountain goat stage of my life (if ever there was 

one), so it’s a real challenge to actually secure foraged pieces. I was lucky enough to come 

across a Manzanita root ball that had been uprooted by loggers and left — that was a good 

day. And this weekend, a local landowner offered some Oregon Ash and domesticated 

Cherry, which I was very grateful for. Wherever it occurs, foraging is always an adventure, 

whether in the woods, or by making new acquaintances with similar mindsets. It’s a big, 

glorious foraging world out there! 

 

Final Words 

My June newsletter didn’t make it out because we were burying our 

beautiful daughter Jenny, who finally succumbed to her battle with 

gliosblastoma, an extremely aggressive type of brain cancer. For 

the entire three years, we grieved for her knowing that her time was 

short. We were fortunate that her lifelong stubbornness extended 

her initial 14-month projection.  

 

She had business to attend to, including continuing her work as an 

AuD at Michigan Ear Institute, and ensuring that her husband and 

children were properly equipped to carry on once she passed. She 

wanted all of us to remember her as the fun-loving, intelligent, 

caring leader that she was, and to carry those fantastic memories with us always. And, as 

difficult as it often is, we shall! Farewell my beautiful Jenny – you will remain an inspiration 

and live on in my heart forever. 

 

Thanks for joining me — see you next month! 
 

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — my new 

shop is up and running, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings! 

https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me/

