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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!

I'm hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into
the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me...

Turning Back in Time

Since | left you with a hint of the influence my National Park Service
career had on my woodturning, | am going to pick up there, but
not in a way that you might think. When | talk to patrons about my
NPS career and how | resumed turning in earnest when | retired, |
get the impression that they often think | stopped turning almost
Wood Words entirely for at least 20 years. Au conftraire!

Inside...

Turning Back in Time

Showtime!

In spite of the immersive investment | made in my NPS career (have
you noticed that I'm a passionate person?), I've always turned wood as much as | can.
Amid the four parks | served at — plus temporary assignments, instructing, etc. — and moves
in between, | continued to forage and turn wood. | was always trying to improve the skills |
had and add new skills and techniques to my repretoire. At one point, | even bit the bullet
and finally fook some formal training from renowned woodturner Jimmy Clewes, which was
one of the best investments | ever made in my craft. In fact, it was
Jimmy’s influence that enabled me to elevate my work from
‘craft’ to art. | even repeated a workshop with him eleven years
later, after | had retired, which signalled another quantum leap in
my artistic pursuits. | may not be degreed or any other ‘pedigree,’
but | know the value of lifelong learning, and will pursue that for
the rest of my life — and encourage others to do so!

| can’t overstate the importance of my resource stewardship ethics acquired with the
National Park Service and how it has influenced the direction of my work. A deep respect for
both natural and cultural resources has brought me to a point in art where each has equal
importance in the pieces | create. Many have heard me extoll the virtues of preserving
characteristics of the original free in my work so that the STORY of the tree lives on, while at
the same time, enhancing our lives with the intrinsic aesthetics captured in each piece.

| love relating the story of each piece — perhaps a bit too much at times! — to interested
patrons. And for that, | thank the National Park Service and the values it instilled in me.
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Showtimel

Since | provided a brief rundown of the awesome experiences at the Rogue Makers Holiday
Fair last time, | felt it was only right to give the Siskiyou Woodcraft Guild’s 45™ Annual Harvest
Show its due. What a fantastic show! It was awesome on many levels, but certainly in the
sense that everyone who attended the show was there for one purpose: to be enthralled
with the highest level of woodworking skills in Southern Oregon, regardless of the emphasis
on individual skills, be it woodturning, cabinetmaking, carving, sculpting, chair-making, or
out-of-the-box abstract wood art.

First of all, let me say that | have long been intrigued by the

. centuries-old tradition of craft guilds in western Europe. It reeks of
tradition and superb levels of skill. When | joined the Siskiyou
Woodcraft Guild, | was excited to see what possibilities might
come to light. It is an honor to even be in the midst of such
amazingly talented people, and the show bore that out in
dramatic fashion!

There were four (4) woodturners showing their work, and the four comprised the vast bulk of
sales during the three-day event. | was the newcomer, so it's only natural that people
needed to get to know me before investing in a purchase. The three-day show resulted in
the sale of both of my ‘titled’ works, which | rarely do — the only pieces | title are those
begging to be so, and totally naming themselves. In the end, | sold 24 pieces, took a
commission, and sold several subsequent pieces directly related to the show. Wow! That felt
great! But truly, the greatest feeling of all is making that special connection with potential
patrons, whether eventual purchasers or not. It's the greatest reward of alll

Wood Words

This month’s emphasis is on *grain.” It's a wood-related word that we run info everywhere,
yet most people don’t really know the many faces of wood grain. BTW, if you missed it, that
was a bit of a pun, perhaps even a bad-dad joke! There are many facets to wood grain,
with the most common being known as face grain and end grain. The briefest explanation is
that when you look at a table top, it is most likely to be showing face grain, the appearance
of a sawn and finished board, looking at the widest surface of it. Then there is end-grain,
which would be looking at the cut end of a log, or the top of an authentic butcher block.
Simple, right2 Of course, then you throw in figure, curl, burl, and numerous other
configurations, just to keep you intrigued! Fun with wood!

Thanks for joining me — see you next month!

In the meantime, please visit my website at https://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — my new
shop is up and running, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings! And yes, | actually
have new postings in my website store (gasp!), with more to come! Always FREE shipping!
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