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Welcome to my Timeless Turnings Newsletter!

I'm hoping to provide some entertainment, education, and — most of all — a glimpse into
the whys and wherefores of my creative woodturning journey. Join me...

Turning Back in Time

Returning to my woodworking journey — ultimately leading to my
passion for woodturning — my experience at the Grand set me on
an insatiable quest to acquire more woodworking skills, My next
adventure was in industrial construction, which may sound contrary
to my goal. Let's face it, we were coming out of the recession of
Wood Words the 70s, | needed a job fo support my new family, and it furned out
to be an unanticipated growth opportunity in my carpentry skills.
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Inside...

Turning Back in Time

Foraging Adventures

My employer was a notoriously tough boss, and | managed to
only get fired once during the three years | worked for him, which
seemed to be arecord! While constructing a massive iron ore
processing facility, | worked with a young, skilled carpenter who
taught me the ropes, in the process becaming a close friend. |
then worked with an older, highly experienced carpenter who
taught me the value of being an excellent helper, picking up
skills. I worked closely with millwrights and other skilled tradesmen, providing me with a holistic
view of the construction world, which was my focus for the next ten years.

Finally, when we completed that project, | was assigned to assist an older finish carpenter
who had himself apprenticed under a fine German craftsman. This was the genesis of my
foray into fine woodworking. It was a turning point in developing a philosophical approach
in my career with wood, if you will. This would guide me through the rest of my life in my
relationship with wood, and in creating objects of aesthetic value for others lives.

An Open Invitation...

| encourage you to submit an article and/or captioned photos to me via email at:
fimeless.tomé8@gmail.com. Articles should be rather brief — 200-250 words — and preferably
connected in some manner to woodturning, artistic pursuits, or creatively inspiring
adventures in nature. | would love to share your experiences with my like-minded readers!
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Foraging Adventures

Foraging, foraging, foraging. It certainly consumes most of our recreational/leisure time and
has for many years. Whether in the woods, the mountains, on the beach, or any number of
settings, being in close contact with our natural world is a daily reward in itself. The moment
of discovery — be it wildflowers, fungi, lichens, moss, remnants of trees, geological features,
or rocks — is a moment of pure joy that cannot be replicated.

We have memories based on our foraging adventures. They say
(whoever “they” are) that life's highest values are in our
experiences. That's one they got right! It's difficult to overstate the
* value of our foraging experiences. In the early days of our woods
adventures, the girls were pretty “meh’” about it. They would bury
themselves in a good book (how could we argue with that?g) while

: - we roamed the backroads of the North Country, sharing our
d|scoverles with them where they would allow the interruption. Somehow it must have sunk in
because they both developed a love and respect for the natural world.

We have continued in that vein throughout our 44+++ years together. Of course, we can’t
physically forage everywhere. During the hundreds of National Park visits we've enjoyed, we
simply forage with our eyes and hearts, leaving it all right there for others to enjoy as well.
Remember: it's a big, glorious foraging world out therel

Wood Words

You may have heard of butterflies in regards to wood, which
have been used for many generations by the finest of Japanese
craftsmen to ‘mend’ checks or cracks in table tops and other
flat work. They always fascinated me! But have you heard the
word, pewa?¢ (Pronounced peva, with short vowels.) It is an
ancient Hawaiian term for a similar wood patch, but produced
on the round surface of a bowl or other turned object.

The pictured salad bowl, made from a Black Walnut crotch, features a Koa pewa. I've
wanted to perform such repair enhancements for many years, and | finally gathered the
courage to try, and VOILA! | especially enjoyed using the native Hawaiian Koa for the pewa
material in this piece. It created an understated, yet contrasting element to the bowl. It's a
fun, new skill!

Thanks for joining me — see you next month!

In the meantime, please visit my website at hitps://www.tmbaker-woodturner.me — my new
shop is up and running, so look for new products from Timeless Turnings!
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