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The nice thing about 

a horror movie 

is that people 

go in looking 

to be unsettled.

The beauty of the horror 

genre is that you can 

smuggle in these harder 

stories, and the genre 

comes with certain 

demands, but mostly you 

need to find the catharsis 

in whatever story you’re 

telling. What may be seen as 

a deterrent for audiences in 

one genre suddenly becomes 

a virtue in another genre.

‘Hereditary’ is unabashedly 

a horror film. In a lot of 

ways, it’s in dialogue with 

other horror films. But I 

do know that it was 

important for me that the 

film functioned first as a 

family drama. I know that 

I’m never affected by anything 

if I’m not invested in the 

people to whom the genre 

things are happening.

- ari aster



us

Get out

peele

Jordan



I’m obsessed with giving the 

audience something they 

don’t see coming.

Part of what horror is,

 is taking risks and going 

somewhere that people think 

you’re not supposed to be 

able to go, in the name of

 expressing real-life fears.

Like comedy, horror 

has an ability to provoke 

thought and further 

the conversation on 

real social issues in a 

very powerful way.

- jordan peele
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For me, what 

usually makes 

a horror sequence

 scary is the journey 

not the destination.

I think crafting a new, 

effective horror movie is 

not just about when night 

falls and things get scary. 

It’s about setting a tone 

and mood that permeates 

throughout the entire 

movie. So even during the 

daytime, things are never 

quite safe-feeling.

I use myself as the barometer to 

gauge what is scary.

- James Wan
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