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STARTER
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Your complete pathway to understanding  Sleep
Apnea & succeeding with CPAP.



Introduction

Welcome to the Beyond Sleep 101 Sleep Starter Guide.

 This guide was created to help you understand sleep apnea, identify

symptoms, learn how CPAP therapy works, choose the correct

equipment, and build a consistent bedtime routine that supports deeper,

healthier sleep.

Millions of people have sleep apnea, yet most never receive the education

or support they truly need. Whether you are newly diagnosed, struggling

to adjust to CPAP, or simply ready to understand your therapy better, this

guide will walk you step-by-step through everything you need to know.

You deserve restful nights, energized mornings, and a healthier life and

this guide will help you get there.



WHAT IS SLEEP APNEA?

Sleep apnea is a sleep-related breathing disorder where your airway

repeatedly collapses or becomes blocked during sleep. These pauses in

breathing can last seconds or longer, causing oxygen levels to drop and

the brain to repeatedly jolt you awake often without you realizing it.

Over time, sleep apnea prevents deep, restorative sleep and strains nearly

every system in the body.

 Common Symptoms:

 • Loud snoring

 • Morning headaches

 • Waking up choking or gasping

 • Dry mouth

 • Irritability or mood changes

 • Daytime fatigue

 • Difficulty concentrating

 • High blood pressure

 • Restless or unrefreshing sleep

 Types of Sleep Apnea:

Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA): Airway collapses during sleep.

Central Sleep Apnea (CSA): Brain temporarily stops sending the signal to

breathe.

Complex Sleep Apnea: A combination of both types.

Untreated sleep apnea increases the risk of stroke, heart disease,

arrhythmias, diabetes, depression, and memory problems.



 WHO IS AFFECTED BY SLEEP APNEA?

Sleep apnea can affect ANYONE  men, women, children, and older adults but

certain factors increase risk:

Risk Factors Include:

 • Age over 40

 • Family history of apnea

 • Post-menopause (hormonal changes)

 • Higher weight or sudden weight gain

 • Smoking

 • Allergies or chronic congestion

 • Narrow airway structure

 • Enlarged tonsils or adenoids

 • Alcohol before bedtime

 • Sleeping on your back

 

Often Overlooked Symptoms:

 • Nighttime urination

 • Brain fog

 • Memory issues

 • Mood swings

 • Night sweats

 • Dry mouth

 • Teeth grinding

 

Nearly 1 in 5 adults has moderate-to-severe sleep apnea  many without

knowing it.



DO YOU NEED A SLEEP STUDY?

You may need a sleep study if you experience ANY of the following:

• Loud snoring 
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Morning headaches
• Observed pauses in breathing
• Waking up choking or gasping
• High blood pressure
• Sudden weight gain
• Difficulty staying asleep
• Trouble focusing during the day

Doctors often use validated screening tools:

STOP-BANG Questionnaire: 

Snoring, Tiredness, Observed Apnea, Pressure (BP), BMI, Age, Neck Size,
Gender.

Epworth Sleepiness Scale:

Rates how likely you are to fall asleep during routine activities.
If your results show high risk, your provider may order a home sleep test
or an in-lab sleep study.



CPAP THERAPY OVERVIEW

CPAP stands for Continuous Positive Airway Pressure.

 It delivers a gentle stream of air that keeps your airway open throughout

the night, preventing breathing pauses and restoring normal oxygen

levels.

Benefits of CPAP:

 • Eliminates snoring

 • Restores REM and deep sleep

 • Lowers blood pressure

 • Boosts morning energy

 • Improves concentration & memory

 • Reduces risk of stroke and heart strain

 • Reduces nighttime awakenings

CPAP is the gold-standard treatment for sleep apnea because it treats

the root cause: airway collapse.



CPAP EQUIPMENT EXPLAINED

Understanding your CPAP components helps you get comfortable and

troubleshoot easily.

Machine:

 Creates airflow and controls pressure settings.

Tubing/Hose:

 Delivers air from the machine to your mask.

 (Heated tubing reduces condensation.)

Humidifier:

 Adds moisture to prevent dryness and irritation.

Filter:

 Cleans the air entering the machine.

Masks:

 Come in different shapes depending on how you breathe.

Comfort Features:

 • Ramp Mode (starts pressure low)

 • EPR/AFlex (exhalation relief)

 • Heated humidity

 • Leak alerts

 • Climate control settings



MASK TYPES & WHO THEY FIT BEST

Nasal Pillows:

 • Smallest, lightest option

 • Minimal contact

 • Great for side sleepers

 • Ideal for claustrophobia

 • Not ideal for high pressures

Nasal Mask:

 • Covers the nose only

 • Good airflow

 • Great "middle" option

 • Best for nose-breathers

Full Face Mask:

 • Covers nose + mouth

 • Essential for mouth breathers

 • Best for allergies or deviated septum

 • Works well with higher pressures



 MASK COMPARISON CHART

NASAL PILLOWS

 Pros: Light, quiet, minimal contact
 Cons: Not ideal at higher pressure settings

NASAL MASK

 Pros: Balanced comfort, good airflow
 Cons: Can leak if you move a lot at night

FULL FACE MASK
 Pros: Prevents dry mouth, best for mouth breathers
 Cons: Larger, more surface contact

Choosing the correct mask is one of the BIGGEST factors in CPAP
success.



 COMMON CPAP SIDE EFFECTS & SOLUTIONS

Dry Mouth:
 • Increase humidifier level
 • Try heated tubing
 • Use a full-face mask if you breathe through your mouth

Nasal Congestion:
 • Use nasal saline rinse
 • Increase humidity
 • Try heated tubing

Skin Irritation:
 • Try mask liners
 • Adjust straps
 • Switch to a different mask shape

Aerophagia (Air Swallowing):
 • Use ramp mode
 • Reduce pressure with provider guidance
 • Sleep on your side

Rainout (Water in Hose):
 • Use heated tubing
 • Raise room temperature slightly

Most side effects improve with simple adjustments.



MEDICARE CPAP COMPLIANCE RULES

To maintain CPAP coverage, Medicare requires:

• At least 4 hours per night

 • 70% of nights in a 30-day period

 • A follow-up visit between day 31 and day 90

 • A CPAP usage report downloaded by your provider

If compliance is not met, Medicare may delay or stop your CPAP

support consistency matters.



CPAP DESENSITIZATION TECHNIQUES

Desensitization helps reduce anxiety and makes CPAP more

comfortable over time.

Techniques Include:

 • Wear the mask alone while awake

 • Use CPAP while reading or watching TV

 • Practice slow breathing with the mask on

 • Start with short sessions 10 to 15 minutes

 • Gradually increase nightly usage

 • Use ramp mode to ease into pressure

 • Incorporate calming bedtime rituals

This method helps retrain your brain to associate CPAP with comfort,

not stress.



STEP 1 — UNDERSTAND YOUR APNEA & THERAPY

Start by learning:

• Your AHI (Apnea-Hypopnea Index)
 • Oxygen desaturation events
 • Sleep stages (REM, deep, light sleep)
 • Recommended pressure settings
 • Mask sizing and fitting
 • Humidity and comfort settings

A clear understanding of these elements gives you confidence and
helps you troubleshoot therapy challenges.



STEP 2 — BUILD A CALMING NIGHT ROUTINE

Before bed:

• Dim lights 30–60 minutes prior

 • Reduce screen time

 • Stretch gently

 • Use lavender or chamomile

 • Journal or read

 • Complete a calming puzzle like Crossword Calm: Sleep Apnea

Edition

 • Practice slow breathing

This routine helps your mind and body transition into sleep and

reduces CPAP anxiety.



STEP 3 — STAY CONSISTENT & ORGANIZED

Daily Tasks:

 • Rinse mask cushion
 • Refill humidifier
 • Position hose properly
 • Check for leaks

Weekly Tasks:

 • Wash mask, tubing, humidifier
 • Inspect or replace filters

Track Progress:

 • Sleep quality
 • Morning energy
 • AHI scores
 • Comfort level with your mask

Consistency is the #1 predictor of long-term success.



NEW CPAP USER CHECKLIST

DAILY CHECKLIST

 □ Rinse NEW CPAP USER CHECKLIST

DAILY CHECKLIST

 □ Rinse mask cushionNEW CPAP USER CHECKLIST

DAILY CHECKLIST

 □ Rinse mask cushion

 □ Refill humidifierNEW CPAP USER CHECKLIST

DAIL

□ Rinse mask cushion

□ Refill humidifier

□ Check ho

□ Ensure no leaks

WEEKLY KLIST

 □ Rinse mask 

 □ Refill humidifier

 □ Check hose position

 □ Ensure no leaks

WEEKLY CHECKLIST

 □ Wash mask & tubing

 □ Clean humidifier

 □ Check or replace filter

MINDSET CHECKLIST

 □ 10 minutes of calming wind-down

 □ Track sleep quality

 □ Celebrate progress

 □ Wash mask & tubing

 □ Clean humidifier

 □ Check or replace filter

MINDSET CHECKLIST

 □ 10 minutes of calming wind-down

 □ Track sleep quality

 □ Celebrate progress

 □ Refill humidifier



Connect With Beyond Sleep 101

CONNECT WITH BEYOND SLEEP 101

Scan the QR code to access:

 • Tutorials
 • CPAP walkthroughs
 • Livestreams
 • Sleep health education
 • CPAP mask tips
 • Nighttime routines



BEYOND SLEEP 101
 Helping you sleep deeper, breathe easier,andlivehealthier.


