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Pride Vermont Tradition Continues Under New Community 
Leadership; Applications Open for Performers and 

Volunteers 
 
BURLINGTON, VT – July 6, 2026 — The vibrant tradition of the annual Pride Vermont Parade 
and Festival is officially returning to downtown Burlington this fall. 
 
The parade kicks off Sunday, September 13 at 12:00 p.m., starting on South Winooski Avenue, 
making its way up Church and Pearl streets and ending at Battery Park, where the festival 
begins at 1 p.m. 
 
For years, Pride Vermont has been a powerful celebration of visibility, joy, and community in 
downtown Burlington. It has always been powered by volunteers like you and supported by 
Pride Center staff. Moving forward, the Pride Center of Vermont will no longer be hosting the 
September Pride Parade & Festival to focus their efforts on rebuilding year-round programming.  
 
Today, we are excited to announce that in the spirit of community leadership, the torch has been 
passed to a powerful new coalition of local community groups and organizers including Burly 
Bear, Out in the 802, Queer VT and the City of Burlington to keep this vital tradition alive. 

"Pride has always been rooted in community leadership, not institutions," 
organizers shared in a statement. "This shift opens a new pathway for collaboration, 
shared ownership, and a reimagined festival." Chris Vaccaro 

Following a summer of grassroots activism across the state including June's radical queer 
liberation at People’s Pride, the September event will bring the community together once more 
for an autumn of celebration, featuring the traditional, joy-filled parade down Church Street. 
Visibility has never been more important! 

Call for Volunteers and Community Support 

Because Pride is powered by the people, the new coalition is actively looking for volunteers, 
participants, and entertainers to help bring the reimagined festival to life. The Pride Center 
Board is actively supporting the transition by providing historical planning materials and 
connecting prior volunteers with the new organizing team. 

To sign up to volunteer, register a group, or learn more about this year's route and schedule, 
visit pridevt.org. 

Media Contact: Pride Vermont Organizing Coalition. Email: Info@pridevt.org 
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