
155 AHC REUNION IS G R E A T SUCCESS 

I f you weren't a t t h e 155 AHC r e u n i o n h e l d over V e t e r a n s ' Day 
weekend i n A r l i n g t o n , VA and Washington, DC, you missed t h e b e s t company 
p a r t y never i n t e r r u p t e d by 122mm r o c k e t s . Our, g a t h e r i n g was a tremendous 
success, as many o f t h e n e a r l y 60 at t e n d e e s saw each o t h e r f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e i n 25+ y e a r s . Dean Owen came a l l t h e way from F a i r b a n k s - thanks 
Stagecoach 6. A g r e a t t i m e was had by a l l ! 

A h i g h l i g h t o f t h e f e s t i v i t i e s was "Major" Owen's p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
the P u r p l e Heart t o Johnny Gann. Seems t h a t t h r o u g h some b u r e a u c r a t i c 
s n a f u (remember REMF's*?), Johnny j u s t never d i d g e t h i s "He a r t . " A f t e r 
a l l t h e s e y e a r s , i t was a t o u c h i n g ceremony, w i t h many a m i s t y eye i n t h e 
crowd r^, b u t n o t f o r l o n g . I n h i s c l o s i n g remarks. S i x remarked t h a t 
some t h i n g s never change: Johnny sure c o u l d use a h a i r c u t , and h i s 
sneakers were d e f i n i t e l y n o t s p i t - s h i n e d ! 

The weather gods s m i l e d on us f o r most o f t h e weekend. Many o f our 
group v i s i t e d t h e Smit h s o n i a n museums, t h e W a l l , and o t h e r Washington 
s i t e s , and we sampled s e v e r a l area r e s t a u r a n t s . L o t s o f s t u f f t o see and 
do. But t h e evening g e t - t o g e t h e r s were t h e b e s t o f a l l . Many, many 
handshakes and hugs, and l o t s o f "Do you remember when . . .?" At l e a s t 
two p i l o t / c r e w c h i e f p a i r s g o t t o t a l k f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e t h e crew 
c h i e f s were wounded ( s e p a r a t e l y ) , and l a s t seen b e i n g l o a d e d i n t o D u s t o f f 
s h i p s t o s t a r t t h e l o n g t r e k home. 

An o t h e r h i g h l i g h t was b e i n g a b l e t o l o o k a t t h e p i c t u r e s and s l i d e s 
(and even a movie) t h a t some b r o u g h t . Ah, we were a l l so young and so 
t h i n and had h a i r ! One w i f e was he a r d t o comment, "You a l l l o o k e d 
a l i k e . " A n o t h e r s p e c i a l thanks t o th o s e o f you who b r o u g h t p i c t u r e s . 
Those who d i d n ' t , s t a r t d i g g i n g them o u t f o r t h e n e x t t i m e . 

I f you weren't t h e r e , shame on you! (We have p i c t u r e s o f many o f 
you.) For s u r e , y o u r ears s h o u l d have been b u r n i n g because we t a l k e d 
about you - Tom, C r a i g , C e c i l , K e i t h , Jim, Dennis, e t c , e t c . I can ' t 
guarantee t h a t e v e r y t h i n g we s a i d about you was t o t a l l y - t r u t h f u l , & i t 
c e r t a i n l y wasn't t o t a l l y c omplimentary - so you'd b e s t make p l a n s now 
t o a t t e n d t h e n e x t g a t h e r i n g t o defend your honor (& h e l p impinge on t h a t 
o f t h o s e who don't show). 

Of c o u r s e , a few war s t o r i e s were t o l d . The b e s t PG-rated anecdote 
came f r o m F a l c o n H.C. "Nook" W a t t e r s . I t seems t h a t when Nook and Bob 
N i c k l e were s h o r t - t i m e r s , t h e Falcon p i l o t s b u i l t a new bunker b e h i n d 
t h e i r h o o t c h . As t h e f i n a l s t e p , t h e sandbags and r o o f f r o m t h e o l d 
bunker were used t o f i n i s h t h e new bunker. As Nook t o l d i t , he'and 
N i c k l e had been c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r s h o r t n e s s f o r s e v e r a l hours when t h e 
m o r t a r a t t a c k came l a t e one n i g h t . Out o f h a b i t t h e y r a n t o t h e o l d 
bunker - d r i n k s i n hand - and c o n t i n u e d t o t o a s t t h e i r s h o r t n e s s as t h e 



m o r t a r s r a i n e d down. A f t e r a couple o f minutes Bob l o o k e d up and, seeing 
f l a r e s i n t h e open sky overhead, m u t t e r e d , "Damn, Nook, somebody s t o l e 
our sandbags!" 

Some o f t h e s t o r i e s g o t us t a l k i n g , and w a n t i n g t o know more about: 
1) t h e B-50 m i s s i o n (May 69) when 392 went'down across t h e b o r d e r ; 

2) t h e n i g h t r e s u p p l y t o LZ Kate (Nov 6 9 ) ; 
3) who t h r e w t h e CS grenade i n t o t h e o f f i c e r s c l u b d u r i n g - M a j o r 

L u i s i ' s banquet f o r t h e b a t t a l i o n commander? 

I f you t o o k p a r t o r have any knowledge o f t h e s e , l e t us know. 
F i n a l l y , s p e c i a l , VERY s p e c i a l thanks go out t o Mary & Tom M u l l e n 

and Mary &: E a r l B a l d w i n , who made i t a l l p o s s i b l e . Those f o u r have p u t 
f o r t h an i n c r e d i b l e e f f o r t ( t o say n o t h i n g o f money) over t h e p a s t 2 o r 3 
y e a r s t o f i n d us and g e t some of us t o g e t h e r a g a i n . At one p o i n t I asked 
E a r l how much t h e r e u n i o n had c o s t , and he t o l d me I d i d n ' t want t o know. 
We passed t h e h a t , & I hope c o l l e c t e d enough t o l e t them a t l e a s t make 
t h e i r mortgage payments - b u t we a l l owe them, b i g t i m e ! Next t i m e you 
see them, hug t h e Marys & thank t h e i r l u g s ( o r , i f you're so i n c l i n e d , 
hug the" l u g s , o r whatever) . Short o f an organ t r a n s p l a n t , I'm n o t sure 
we can ever r e a l l y t h a n k them enough. 

Les Davison 

************************************************************** 

T H E TEACHmCS OF CHAIRMAN ORRIN 

T h i s f i r s t i s s u e o f t h e Ban Me Thuot Barb marks t h e f i r s t n e w s l e t t e r 
o f t h e newly formed 1 5 5 t h AHC A s s o c i a t i o n . The a s s o c i a t i o n i s t h e dream 
of Mary & Tom M u l l e n and Mary & E a r l Baldwin, and t h e y p u t t h e i r h e a r t s , 
l i v e s , and money i n t o making i t a r e a l i t y . I am g o i n g t o speak f o r t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n i n s a y i n g a v e r y h e a r t - f e l t "THANK YOU!" 

F i n d i n g words t o d e s c r i b e t h e LZ-DC e x p e r i e n c e i s n e x t t o 
i m p o s s i b l e . You had t o be t h e r e t o e x p e r i e n c e t h e e x c i t e m e n t , t h e 
renewal o f o l d f r i e n d s h i p s , s e e i n g t h a t guy whom you l a s t saw l e a v i n g on 
a medevac s h i p and have been wondering "how i s he d o i n g ? " , h e a r i n g t h e 
war s t o r i e s , and b e s t o f a l l g o i n g t o t h e W a l l as a group. - I t was v e r y 
moving t o s t a n d t h e r e as a group and honor our d e p a r t e d b r o t h e r s . 

We were j u s t a s m a l l h e l i c o p t e r company way up i n t h e h i l l s , t h e 
r e d - h a i r e d s t e p c h i l d o f t h e beach p a t r o l b a t t a l i o n . Camp C o r y e l l was our 
r e s i d e n c e b u t we made i t our home and t h a t makes us f a m i l y and those o f 
you who weren't a t LZ-DC misssed one wh,ale o f a f a m i l y r e u n i o n ! ! ! 

Somewhere d u r i n g t h o s e f e s t i v i t i e s ^ a few o f us g o t t o g e t h e r t o l a y 
t h e groundwork f o r t h e 155 AHCA. As p a r t o f t h a t , t h e f i r s t s l a t e o f 
l e a d e r s was l a r g e l y s e l e c t e d by committee. That l i n e u p i s as f o l l o w s : 

P r e s i d e n t : O r r i n Messinger 
V-P: Ken Donovan 

T r e a s u r e r : J e f f Schrader 
N e w s l e t t e r : Les Davison 
LZ-Ft. Worth C o o r d i n a t o r s : Bob Gardner & John Grow 



I am v e r y p r o u d t o be t h e f i r s t a s s o c i a t i o n p r e s i d e n t o f such a g r e a t 
group o f guys!! We s t i l l need a s e c r e t a r y and a c h a p l i n : any 
v o l u n t e e r s ? ? The Two Marys and E a r l and Tom have agreed t o serve as 
"Members a t Large," p i t c h i n g i n where t h e y see a need. As I w r i t e t h i s , 
I'm a l r e a d y s e n s i n g some c y c l i c feedback. You're t h i n k i n g , "Geez, what a 
bunch o f bozos! How do we g e t r i d o f those l o s e r s ? " Our p l a n i s t o h o l d 
an e l e c t i o n i n F t . Worth t o throw t h e bums out (or w h a t e v e r ) , so p l e a s e 
be t h i n k i n g who you would l i k e t o have l e a d t h e a s s o c i a t i o n from t h e r e . 

We o n l y have two r e a l g o a l s f o r the n e x t two y e a r s . The f i r s t i s t o 
r e a c h t h e many f o r m e r 155ers t h a t have not y e t been found. I f you have 
any o l d o r d e r s w i t h a s o c i a l s e c u r i t y number o f anyone n o t y e t on t h e 
r o s t e r p l e a s e send c o p i e s t o Tom and he w i l l t a k e i t from t h e r e . The 
second g o a l i s two p a r t : 1) t o make LZ-Fort Worth a v e r y memorable 
e x p e r i e n c e , and 2) t o g e t as many people t h e r e as humanly p o s s i b l e . 

Money, money, money. S o r r y , I p ut t h i s o f f as l o n g as I c o u l d , b u t 
I'm almost o u t o f space so here i t i s . We're a s k i n g everyone t o 
c o n t r i b u t e $25 p e r y e a r t o h e l p cover the c o s t s o f t h e n e w s l e t t e r , t h e 
r e v i s e d d i r e c t o r y , and s t a r t - u p c o s t s f o r LZ-Fort Worth. I f I can g e t my 
s t u p i d computer t o draw up t h e c l i p a r t images o f our u n i t p a t c h e s , you 
w i l l a l s o have an o u t s t a n d i n g membership c a r d i n t h e near f u t u r e . 

We are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o seeing you, YES YOU!! a t LZ- F o r t Worth. 
You w i l l be g l a d you came, I guarantee i t . 

S i n c e r e l y , Orrin Messinger 

********************************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
Sadly we r e p o r t t h e p a s s i n g o f E r n i e Plummer on 26 Dec 96. E r n i e 

was a 2nd P l a t o o n door gunner i n 69-70. Those o f us who knew E r n i e 
remember him as q u i e t , w i t h a q u i c k s m i l e f o r h i s f r i e n d s - and, perhaps 
t h e u l t i m a t e compliment - we knew we c o u l d depend on E r n i e i f i t g o t 
rough. Some o f you may have been t h e r e when i t d i d get rough, on 23 May 
69 when 392 was shot down "across t h e fence." E r n i e was on an o t h e r l i f t 
s h i p , and he v o l u n t e e r e d t o go down t o h e l p g e t t h e wounded o u t . As a 
r e s u l t o f h i s a c t i o n s t h a t day, E r n i e was awarded t h e S i l v e r S t a r . E r n i e 
was a good man, and a good f r i e n d - w e ' l l miss him. He i s s u r v i v e d by 
t h r e e c h i l d r e n . I'm sure t h e f a m i l y would a p p r e c i a t e c a r d s ; 519 C o l l e t 
S t r e e t , D a n v i l l e , I L 61832. 

*********************************************************************** 

ASH & TRASH 

WHAT WE ARE & V?HAT WE AIN^T. The new 155 AHCA i s most d e f i n i t e l y NOT 
j u s t a p i l o t s group, NOR i s i t j u s t f o r f l i e r s ( f r o n t s e a t o r b a c k ) . 
I t ' s f o r ALL t h e men ( s o r r y l a d i e s , we're t a l k i n g a n c i e n t h i s t o r y here) 
who made t h e 155 AHC a g r e a t o r g a n i z a t i o n . Whether you were t h e 



s t r a c k e s t company c l e r k o r t h e b e s t crew c h i e f who ever s n i p p e d s a f e t y 
w i r e , o r t h e c l u e l e s s e s t Wobbly One o r the- l o w e s t p r i v a t e who go t b u s t e d 
e v e r y t i m e he made E-2 - i f you were 155, we want y o u r a s s ( e t s ) . We're 
a l l Ban Me Thuot b r o t h e r s , and we'd l i k e you t o r e j o i n us now. 

N e i t h e r i s t h e 155 AHCA no t j u s t a bunch o f geezers r e l i v i n g t h e 
g l o r y days o f our y o u t h (but i f t h a t ' s y our bag, see Mike S t a r k ) . W e l l , 
gosh, g o l l y , yes - we may t e l l , a war s t o r y now and t h e n . But more, we're 
about f r i e n d s h i p : o l d f r i e n d s h i p s renewed, and new ones j o i n e d - t h e 
155 AHC i s our common bond. And t h e l a d i e s are most d e f i n i t e l y a p a r t o f 
t h a t . Many w i v e s , f r i e n d s , d a u g h t e r s , hangers-on, e t c . came t o t h e 
November r e u n i o n , and I t h i n k had a good t i m e - and we're g l a d t h e y 
came!!! I t ' s much more f u n t o share. L a d i e s , we want YOU, t o o . 

COMPANY ROSTER. The r o s t e r c o n t i n u e s t o grow as we f i n d more o f our guys 
a l l t h e t i m e . W e ' l l t r y t o send an updated r o s t e r soon. ( I f you haven't 
g o t t e n a"" r o s t e r , c o n t a c t any 155 AHCA o c c i f e r . ) I n t h e meantime, PLEASE 
send c o p i e s o f o l d o r d e r s t o E a r l o r Tom, t h e y can use t h e s o c i a l 
s e c u r i t y numbers t o sea r c h out more former 155ers. 

FALCON GUNSHIP FOUND. One o f our o l d C h a r l i e models, #551 ( c i r c a 1967) 

i s a t t h e N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y H e r i t a g e Museum i n St. Joseph, MO. We're 

t o l d i t ' s i n p r e t t y sad shape, but t h e museum hopes someday t o r e s t o r e 

i t . W e ' l l t r y t o f i n d o u t more & pass i t a l o n g . Does anybody o u t there-

remember f l y i n g 551? 

PATCHES. Ken Acker had some Stagecoach & Fal c o n patches made, & I'm t o l d 

t h e y ' r e w e l l done. I f you want some, send $5 p e r p a t c h t o cover h i s 

c o s t s . 33 Blue Jay Way, L i t c h f i e l d , NH 03052, o r o n l i n e a t 

"kenacker@aol.com". (Ken expects t o be o u t o f t h e c o u n t r y i n A p r i l , so 

get t o him e a r l y o r be p a t i e n t . ) 

NEWSLETTER. We're g o i n g t o t r y t o p u t t h i s t h i n g o u t about q u a r t e r l y . 
(Note f o r RLO's, l i f e r s , and E-6 and above: t h a t ' s 4 t i m e s each ye a r . ) 
T h i s f i r s t i s s u e t r i e s f o r some news, some humor, some c o m r a d e r r i e r e 
b u t i t ' s y o u r n e w s l e t t e r , l e t us know what you want i t t o be. And, I 
c e r t a i n l y don't p l a n t o w r i t e t h e whole d a r n t h i n g . PLEASE t e l l us your 
155 s t o r i e s - whether messy paper c u t s i n t h e head shed, o r h o t 
m i s s i o n s i n t o i m p o s s i b l e LZ's, o r guard d u t y shenanigans w h i l e p i l o t s 
s l e p t s o u n d l y on our f e a t h e r b e d s , every #%©*&!! night - and I j u s t know 
some o f you on KP d u t y hawked p r o d i g i o u s amounts o f l u n g e r s i n t o t h e 
w a t e r b u f f a l o g r a v y i n t h e o f f i c e r s mess! The s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n s has 
ru n , so l e t ' s hear about i t . A l s o , r e c e n t goings-on, g e t - t o g e t h e r s , 

" j u s t had a c a l l f rom who I hadn't seen i n 27 yea r s . . .", 

whatever. Send i n a b l u r b , w e ' l l c l e a n i t up & c o n s i d e r p r i n t i n g i t f o r 

t h e masses. I beseech you . . 



155 CONTACT. I f y o u ' r e l i k e me, you're p r o b a b l y a b i t h e s i t a n t about 
c o n t a c t i n g o l d f r i e n d s - even i f t h e y were your b e s t f r i e n d s - a f t e r a l l 
these y e a r s . 155 Contact i s your excuse. I n accordance w i t h t h e 
a u t h o r i t y v e s t e d i n me fro m Chairman O r r i n , I hereby o r d e r you t o drop a. 
p o s t c a r d t o a d i f f e r e n t 155 f r i e n d j u s t once each month (more are 
o p t i o n a l , b u t encouraged). Put 155 CONTACT on t h e t o p o f t h e c a r d , and 
say I made you do i t . I ' l l b e t you w i l l e n j o y t h e responses. T r y i t . 

THE NEXT REUNION. I t ' s v e r y t e n t a t i v e , b u t t h e r e ' s a good chance i t w i l l 
be i n o r near F t . Worth over t h e October Columbus Day Weekend, 1998 -
t h a t ' s NEXT YEAR. L e t us know i f t h a t works ,(or n o t ) f o r you. 

155 AHCA POLITICAL SCANDAL? The i n s i d e scoop on how Chairman O r r i n g o t 
t o be Chairman? I have i t on good i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t d u r i n g t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a ' l m e e t i n g , O r r i n was t h e f i r s t one t o excuse h i m s e l f t o 
v i s i t t h e f a c i l i t i e s . As chance would have i t , t h e group v o t e d t o s e l e c t 
a new p r e s i d e n t d u r i n g h i s b r i e f absence. Mere c o i n c i d e n c e ? 

155 AHCA DUES. We're a s k i n g everybody t o c h i p i n $2 5 p er year t o cover 
expenses. , Please send checks t o J e f f . I f t h a t ' s t o o much, send what you 
can. W e ' l l g i v e you an a c c o u n t i n g a t th e n e x t r e u n i o n . 

WE'̂ RE ON-LINE! E a r l ' s g o t us on t h e Web, he says i t ' s j u s t a s t a r t . 
Check i t o u t a t "www.vhfcn.org". And, pl e a s e send e-mail addresses t o 
E a r l , so we can m i n i m i z e m a i l c o s t s f o r t h e n e w s l e t t e r . 

FYI f o r FLIERS. VHPA i s t h e Vietnam H e l i c o p t e r P i l o t s Ass'n ( p i l o t s 
o n l y ) . VHCMA i s t h e Vietnam H e l i c o p t e r Crew Members Ass'n & VHFCN i s t h e 
o n - l i n e Vietnam H e l i c o p t e r F l i g h t Crew Network: b o t h are open t o a l l 
f l i e r s ( p i l o t s , crew c h i e f s , gunners, o b s e r v e r s , medics, PJ's - e t c ) . 
VHFCN has an e v e n i n g o n - l i n e chat s e s s i o n . I f y o u ' r e l o o k i n g f o r l o n g 
l o s t non-155 f r i e n d s , t h e y may be on the r o s t e r o f one o f those o r g s . 
For more i n f o , c o n t a c t : VHPA - O r r i n o r Les; VHCMA - Tom; VHFCN -
E a r l . 

*REMF - Rear Echelon Mellow F e l l o w 

O r r i n Messinger Ken Donovan J e f f Schrader 

E a r l Baldwin Tom Mullen Les Davison 

P u b l i s h e d by the 155 AHC A s s o c i a t i o n . Copyright 1997'. 




