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Introduction 
 
 
This neighbourhood profile presents key transportation 
indicators of East Willowdale, a suburban area in North 
York, Toronto,  characterized by low-rise and mid-rise 
residential developments. The community is home to a 
varied population, with residents of different cultural 
backgrounds, age groups, and household structures. 
According to the 2021 Census, East Willowdale had a 
population of approximately 15,485 residents, with a mix 
of single-family homes, townhouses, and apartment 
buildings shaping its built environment. 
 
 
The neighborhood spans an area of approximately 3.5 
km², with a predominantly residential land use pattern, 
with commercial corridors providing essential goods and 
services. Its suburban setting means that private vehicle 
use is common, though public transit options exist, 
primarily along major arterial roads. As the neighborhood 
continues to evolve, understanding its transportation 
trends is crucial for improving mobility, accessibility, and 
future planning efforts. 
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Demographic 
 
 
Population 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gender & Age 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
East Willowdale has a population of 15,485 residents, 
which represents a small fraction of Toronto’s total 
population of 2.79 million (2021 Census). While Toronto 
is a densely populated and rapidly growing city, East 
Willowdale maintains a more suburban scale with a lower 
population density compared to many of its urban core 
neighborhoods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 



Language  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Top-10 non-English home languages in East  Willowdale. 
 

Employment & Income 
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Housing  

Housing in East Willowdale consists of 5,615 private dwellings, with 
a mix of ownership and rental properties. 30% of 
households are renter-occupied, while the remaining 
70% are owner-occupied, reflecting a strong presence of 
homeowners in the area. This balance between rental 
and ownership options contributes to the neighborhood’s 
housing diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equity Deserving Groups 

While no area-specific programs were found in East 
Willowdale, broader initiatives in North York support  

 

equity-deserving groups. The North York Women’s 
Shelter provides services for women facing domestic 
violence, while the Elspeth Heyworth Centre for Women 
assists immigrant and racialized women. Unison Health 
and Community Services offers healthcare and social 
programs for marginalized communities. These 
initiatives, along with Toronto’s housing policies, aim to 
improve inclusivity and accessibility for vulnerable 
populations. 

Diversity & Immigration 
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Policies 
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Transportation & Mobility 
 
Modal Splits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Willowdale residents primarily rely on personal 
vehicles, with lower transit usage and minimal active 
transportation. This highlights the need for improved 
transit and cycling infrastructure to promote sustainable 
mobility. 
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Trip Distribution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

As seen in the bar chart, most trips originating from East 
Willowdale remain within North York (PD11), indicating a 
strong local travel pattern. However, Downtown Toronto 
(PD1) is the second most significant destination, 
reflecting the area's connectivity to the city's core. Key 
neighborhoods in PD1, such as the Financial District, 
Entertainment District, and St. Lawrence, attract a high 
volume of commuters and visitors. This trend highlights 
the importance of efficient transit options and road 
networks linking East Willowdale to both North York and 
Downtown Toronto. 
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Trip Purpose 

●​ AM Peak has the highest number of trips to work 
(4,026) and school (2,524), indicating a strong 
commuting pattern. 

●​ Midday sees a shift toward home (5,473), 
market/shopping (3,361), and other activities 
(2,009), suggesting personal errands and leisure. 

●​ PM Peak has the highest number of home-bound 
trips (8,293), showing a dominant return-home 
trend. 

●​ PM Off-Peak has significant home (3,969) and 
market/shopping (541) trips, indicating continued 
personal travel. 

●​ Daycare and facilitated trips are highest during the 
AM Peak and Midday, likely reflecting childcare 
and caregiving responsibilities. 
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Public Transportation 

 
   Transit Modes in East Willowdale: 

●​ Served by TTC subway (Finch Station, 
Sheppard-Yonge Station). 

●​ Multiple TTC bus routes (e.g., 36 Finch, 97 Yonge, 
125 Drewry). 

●​ GO Transit bus services available nearby. 
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Active Transportation 
 

●​ Presence of sidewalks, but some areas lack 
proper pedestrian crossings. 

●​ Limited dedicated bike lanes. 
 
 
Walkability Score: 

●​ Moderate walkability, but gaps in 
pedestrian-friendly infrastructure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Several transportation plans influence active 
transportation in East Willowdale. The Toronto Official 
Plan promotes walkability and cycling-friendly 
infrastructure, while the Metrolinx Regional 
Transportation Plan encourages integrated mobility, 
including pedestrian and cycling improvements. 
Additionally, the Toronto Cycling Network Plan focuses on 
expanding cycling  
 

 
 
infrastructure to enhance safety and connectivity. These 
plans collectively support the development of active 
transportation options in East Willowdale. 
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Development Activity 
 
 
 
 
 
East Willowdale is experiencing steady residential 
development, with multiple applications for new housing 
projects. Several single-family homes are being replaced 
with detached houses or small-scale apartment buildings. 
Several proposals for mid-rise residential buildings 
(4-storey structures) include purpose-built rental units, 
indicating a shift toward increasing rental housing 
availability. While most developments are residential, 
there is currently limited industrial or office development 
activity. Many projects are under review, in hearings, or 
awaiting approval, showing steady demand for housing in 
the area. This trend aligns with East Willowdale’s role as 
a growing urban center with a focus on mixed-density 
housing. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 

Appendix A1 – Modal Split Data​
 Breakdown of travel modes used by East Willowdale residents.​
 

Appendix A2 – Planning District of Destination​
 Common destinations for trips originating in East Willowdale.​
 

Appendix A3 – Trip Purpose of Origin​
  Distribution of trips based on travel purposes  

Appendix A4 – Trip Purpose of Destination​
 Distribution of trips based on travel purposes  

Appendix A5 –  Planning District Map 
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 Modal Split Data​
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Planning District of Destination 
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 Trip Purpose of Origin 
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Trip Purpose of Destination 
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Planning District Map 
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