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pLAY GREAT MuUsic pPLAY TOGE

- New imagination-based
note-reading method

+ Excerpts from 100+  Lesson1to Grade 1
great classical works free for everyone

- Duets, exercises, theory » Free movement
and sight reading around the piano

 Visual practice » Neurodivergent
schedule layout friendly structure

» Triple repetition: a magic « Excellent note
number for beginners reading training

- Black keys first for strong + Access online:
piano navigation browse, print, share

For adults and kids age 7+

Find out more at 4squarepiano.com

PRACTICE LIKE

A

WITH MUSIC BY

Prokofiev, Bizet,
Tchaikovsky, Vivaldi,
Sibelius, Mozart,
Rossini, Grieg, Rebikoy,
Debussy, Handel,
Beach, Dvorak,
Beethoven, Joplin,
Saint-Saéns, Pachelbel,
Orff, Diabelli, Strauss,
Offenbach, Schumann,
Haydn, Coleridge-
Taylor, Chopin, Bach,
Mendelssohn, Faure,
Clementi, Brahms,
Ponchielli, Rodriguez,
Puccini, Dukas, Liszt,
Mussorgsky, Verdi,
Jacquet de la Guerre,
Borodin and more...

Arrangements: Lois Putt
Illustrations: Zac Putt
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PIANO

Welcome to 4 square piano!

This method will help students aged 7 and above to progress confidently
with learning the piano, to practice effectively, and to fall in love with
classical music. It's easy to follow, and it works using 3 principles:

1. Play great music

In this method you will find arrangements of excerpts from some of the
greatest works in classical music. Playing great music helps us appreciate
the piano, understand harmony, and keep up motivation in our practice.

2. Play together

Playing duets regularly is the best way to develop good rhythm, absorb
musical skills from a teacher, and have fun making music together.

3. Practice like a pro

Each new skill features 4 practice boxes which are played 3 times daily.
There is also sight-reading and a duet to learn. By conquering these
compact challenges each week, even a brand new student will be
practising multiple skills efficiently and learning new muscle memories

through spaced repetition, just as a professional musician does.

Hint: To progress even faster, students should practice twice a day: playing
little and often, with breaks, boosts brain retention and accelerates learning.

Age 7-12?

For successful mastery of note reading, use House by the
Ocean theory pages alongside Level 1.
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10

1M

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Level 1

G#s Dance of the Hours Duet: Andante Grazioso
Treble F#, G#, A# 1812 Overture Duet: Carillon

Bass F#, G#, A# Cuckoo Waltz Duet: Nutcracker March
C#, 3 beat notes Westminster Quarters Duet: Spring

Half beat notes William Tell fanfare Duet: Bottom’s theme
Treble D# Morning Mood Duet: Arirang

White keys Pagodas Duet: Playing Soldiers
Treble E Autumn Duet: Barcarolle

Bass B Plaisir d’Amour Duet: Beethoven 7

Bass C Hallelujah Chorus Duet: Stiickchen

Legato Minuet Duet: Aquarium

Bass E Fossils Duet: Pachelbel’'s Canon
Bass D German Dance Duet: Korobeiniki

4 beat notes New World Symphony Duet: When the Saints

Flats Swan Lake Duet: Liebestraum
Treble B Canoeing Duet: Entertainer
Staccato Pizzicato Polka Duet: Musette
Treble C Trepak Duet: Chopsticks




1.1A

Sit tall and relax

1. PROGRESS @

doot

note rest
Play every G sharp (G#) on the piano
Play on any key
—
3. PREPARATION
o 4
Low High Low
o S
: £ Low High
4. PIECE
Dance of the Hours by Ponchielli
: 4 :
z® ze—eo—eo ¢ ze
S :
_q:[i N o O o N ® ® N ® ®
p_ A/ . .
‘ A § <
Teacher’s part (Play 1 octave higher):
Q I%I.Ih J/ AI ] N N g = N N 7~ N '/_L_c N N
e T e e SR e S IE S IEE=E
X o =2 = =
[ [ [ [ [
'{ L.Vl bl 1_, ) ] ] ) ] ] ) ] ] ) ] ]
GIEEEEESEEESEs P e ===~
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11B
Sight reading: William Tell Overture by Rossini

N
L
o

},,‘/
/‘,~/
/,,‘/

HESS S

g
/‘,‘/

/‘,‘/
/,,‘/
g
2 d

Duet: Andante Grazioso by Mozart
Pupil (play 2 octaves higher):

K3
) .
(Y 7 H’. o [ ad
ANV : o, # 7
e
o) —F —F —F
4 L & .\ PN .Y
Ll_ AY AY AY AY
7 P4 # P4
ANV # 7 #
e
AR [ [ [ [
Teacher:
() |
Y 17 b ) |
y 4 I;) L.V o) | \/
K> 4~ d :
e
ey | | ) I
Je1 7. b D) P ~ i
Z b 7V I/
V 7 b K ]
v 4
(3 |
Y 17 b N
. b [ V] y 4
(AYV D 'f) ’ Q\
) b 8
o) |
) CH " yi
Z b 1V M~ M~ .\
4 V b <
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1.2A Treble F# G# A# Sit tall and relax

a 1. PROGRESS @

7 )
; 72 % ) -
Do Lo OH—Ec—#
o o
F# Gi# A#
) o)
MIDDLE KEY

< - -

2 beat note 2 beat rest

3. PREPARATION

[Y) o '
[¢): [e):
.4 7
4. PIECE
1812 Overture by Tchaikovsky Fine
(the end)
EEPE IS TENE Ee=re—

D.C. al fine

(return to the start)
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1.2B

Sight reading: Suo-Gan

& o [ o Z o e o ]
Duet: Carillon by Bizet
Pupil:
0)
_r'rXr‘\ 3 . . B 4+
N s Fiad i Fiad Fiad
)3
.4 |/
Ll.
()
_r)r% e . . T
FaT
.
Teacher:
- E 4
IQ ﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁ 3 IF [ ) 2
[Ham) m ™1l IA | P_ |
SV B B - |
e T3
Q ﬁ E . -
A4 P- il | o P_._‘ 4 i
[Ham) ! 1L | F.N | |
SV il 1 N | |
®) 3
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1.3A

Bass F# G# A#

Sit tall and relax

a 1. PROGRESS @
?ﬁ
D}
F# G# A# ﬁ‘
5 To— A3
° .-l' .
) )
MIDDLE KEY g: ZP
@ 3. PREPARATION
43 2
e
T T T . G -
o @) P> x
E 4. SONGS
Cuckoo Waltz
%3
)
)
cuc | koo cuc ~| koo cuc koo cuc koo
° .) :::. - :::' ]
e o) - 194
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1.3B

Sight reading: Au Clair de la Lune

Duet: March from the Nutcracker by Tchaikovsky
Pupil:

\NSY 7S 5o
[Y)
[ a8
° - I‘ -
—6_)- = |:|-/ i l:'.
.4
Teacher (play 1 octave higher):
() » & 3 3
LT 1/ |
7\ - S |
[ {am) hl L = ~
ANV T4
':HJJ.'I'IH’ ’-i- | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
AR I /A ! . . | | | | | ! . . | | | |
UG
3 3
() » &
& LT — |
Y 4 '_I'QI. H’ﬁ | o | . =
%,- {0
) . - Py
o » o F"l ™ -
o o 1 N N
P # LT H y 4 J 4 | J J 4
Z L e r.N r.N - r.N r.N
1’[ I%L AY AY
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14A

1. PROGRESS
()
.6-
u, e
)
Z

These are the same note: middle C#

MIDDLE KEY

Sit tall and relax

3 beat note

(P>
LN

=

NS ¢
SN JL

. |

Hold the sustain (right) pedal down

3. PREPARATION

fe

2 2 7
[ fan 7 I 74“
ANV 77 _@_.ﬂ_‘_ SV
o) e o)
s 1:1:9
€): . ©): €):
7 4 7
4. PIECE
Westminster Quarters
)
ze ae 7K
DY)

pi va 1

fe
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Sight reading: New World Symphony by Dvorak

/,,‘/

fe

=

SRS o :
¢
Duet: Spring from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons

Pupil: (play 1 octave lower)
0
)" A/
am A
NV
e

feo » » e » » feo » »
)4y i i i
7} < S S S
0
= .
\N\SB) L —
> :
feo ®» » %
<) )
Z &
Teacher: (play 1 octave higher)
[t '*

?ﬁ Ayttt
~—~ i’ Y s = R sy
[Y) > > o

o o o o & o o o
_q:::: P> 4 ) ) ) )
4 K ¢ ¢ ¢
# " 'JE..-
[ fan i =
i ’ ’

o o o

-6-):
7

f’,‘/
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1/2 beat notes

Sit tall and relax
6 1. PROGRESS @
jump jump jump jump
()
l(ﬁ H"
NV -
jump dou = ble jump jump e) q_‘_ @ @ @
J J 6} -
7z
jump dou = ble dou = ble jump
| I—|
These notes are worth half a beat each
6 3. PREPARATION
o) o)
i A
[ an ) [ an)
~V ) SV L
o e g-e o e o =y
S Tt £ Yo—
7 - 7"
a 4. PIECE
Fanfare from William Tell Overture by Rossini
Allegro
n 1/
A4
(rN—Z
NV ¥ . , .
e 1;«9-' o & qws-' o & 1;0- #o— &
D S
7 7,
= 3
0
v =
H— . e
2)1;6-' o—o—#e - #o— o o o & j;o-
—q:
7
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1.5B
Sight reading: Galop from William Tell by Rossini

() 1/

—é) Z [ —2

)

fe » e ®» ®» ®» o »
O B!
V. A /
X
Duet: Bottom's theme from Overture to
A Midsummer Night's Dream by Mendelssohn
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):

,Q 1 — —
o J—E‘ J—E’ »

e
o)

V. A /

Ll.
2 = =
| . I
S il reees - .
¢): g
.4
Teacher:

O u . .

) A S Y S S
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e) ;: R gl ; @ q - @ q +
et ﬁuﬁ# I 3 | 1 | 1 | i | 1 -
Z 7 H.ﬁ'ﬂ . j .y j .y j .8 j &
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e) - - 3 - - K74 %
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P
e
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1.6 A

D#
E 1. PROGRESS @
0

£

| {am)

NV

Sit tall and relax

Cit D#
A ?gx ¢ e [197e
5 i
o) T @7 i To—
Z
.
E 3. PREPARATION
rA Z
ANSY . AN .
[Y) fe o 7 fe
. #
oy y—+*
VAN 7
4. PIECE Try playing this tune in 3 different
octaves. Which is your favourite?

Morning Mood by Grieg

P
SN

Lljio— s

3 L0t tig e e —T P—ﬁ}p—F—o—
1.

0

7

D) s > T4 ¥ ie

oy 4o o o —ts
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1.6B

Sight reading: Amazing Grace

G
N

E=9

EEXY

EEY

N

Ees

\,b ol
A

Duet: Arirang
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):

When practising this at home, keep the pedal down throughout

G

Ex=

E ==

2

NS o
e

P

EEY

E ==

i va s

ETS

With pedal

Teacher:

3 beat
rest
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1.7A

White keys

Sit tall and relax
E 1. PROGRESS @
)
%,_._-’{ ' 0
&
T 2d
' i
G A | F# G# A# '\g) - T
& &
-e): F
Z
.4
F# B G# Bl A#
F G A
E 3. PREPARATION
0 0
l'fLH y AT
\\av ® —
e v o @
-
<y oy
Z 7
@ 4. PIECE
A Pagodas by Debussy
A4 = =
o4 o
[J) [ >
-
o ): 4 #
7z I/
‘ g2 3
B2
0 graz-=mmmmmmes 1 15’”“""""}._\"|
£
[fam)
NV
[I)
- - -
<): ) ) )
)=
|
© Lois Putt 2025 CC BY-NC-ND 4squarepiano.com




1.7B
Sight reading: The Stars and Stripes Forever by Sousa

0
)’ 4 I/
y ANERS 1}
(Y 7
ANV :
e & o o @
.4 JA .
Ll_ AY
Duet: Playing Soldiers by Rebikov
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
() 1/
4
(nY 7,
NV &
) = p= - - p=
oY) % ) ) ) )
.4 1/
Ll.
()
v =
(o .
e @ - - 6 © ©
_q: ® »
7
Teacher:
; 2GS o o o he o . e—
/'. (@] O (@] (@]
. A A A
| — —
X))o O S S |
7 O O © (@24 O - i
=
_A A A A |
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1.8A E Sit tall and relax
a 1. PROGRESS @
()
S 2
SV
o '\g/‘ (i
C D E
s ()
& v
®
| o o o °¢
2. |
o Il e Try this in different octaves. Which sounds best?
E 3. PREPARATION

) /™\ 0

s —— yan

Play these {H&) o &

notesat ) &
the same ) - -
time: e ) —1—— Y ) — =
S — ¢ —¢
N\
4. PIECE
Autumn from the Four Seasons by Vivaldi

()

)" A /

"\"‘\ pa

3 [
D)
” = o & - ” =
e )4 ¥ ¥ Y
V. A / . F. .
LI_ < A <
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)" 4 N
i &
S . . ‘
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o) X I =

Z S S
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1.8B

Sight reading: Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Dukas

0

ICRA z 1
AN . . A} - ‘
fe

)3

V. AR /
\ = 3

Duet: Barcarolle by Offenbach
Pupil (play 2 octaves higher):

()

i

\é/ 2 = o o o &

o)}

V. A /

LI.

()

ya -
[fam) o

6):

4

Teacher:

n 3

3 i i i i
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qee
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\ 0
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1.9A B Sit tall and relax

@ 1. PROGRESS @
0) Ny - N
# ew —
ANV note B E _'éyn
e D))
v
. | o) e 1
h— 7
E 3. PREPARATION
() ()
W i
o Ll '\r_r\/‘ . Ll L Ll
¥ e = D)) Ie T4 Ie ®O-
<y: ; oyt te
4 .4
4. PIECE
Plaisir d'Amour
0
y &)
{r~—" -
NV 4 1l
) fe " ®®
o) 3Ze
4 L’i‘
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)" 4
{r~

CRAET fe

7 - # -
)
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ge x Fe # e ~
£ B e ;
7
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1.98B
Sight reading: Londonderry Air

()
A
W:‘ @
)
o7 e o ;
Z I .
Duet: Beethoven’s Symphony no 7
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
()
i —
0y 7
ANIVARES 3
)
[ J o o o
)
Z IA
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i
D .
) e =@
o [ J
o)
z
Teacher:
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—
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&
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)
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1.10A

C
E 1. PROGRESS @
()
©
)
A
<) 7
.4

Sit tall and relax

0) }
#\ New L
(D) note C E P ®—
e)
+ B C D E F G
9
: o
s
E 3. PREPARATION
() 0)
N )’ 4
5 : (e
e 0|9 4 d
- o G o =
@ 4. PIECE
Hallelujah Chorus by Handel
0
A = ¥
| fam) r.N ] ]
NV 4 A | |
e & - @ ¥y 4 o &
_‘)Z — - — - » i
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)’ 4 N N
y 4 y 4 { -
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g! p— ¥ — G
N
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1.10B
Sight reading: Hoedown

0
)" A /
e
O/ o—0 o 4 >0 -
EE . === ;
Duet: Stiickchen by Schumann
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
r) 1
4 i
fam W/ o |
o ® e ©® [T ® @ !
1
® e |
o/ o .
=) :
L,l' ]
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I —
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4
Teacher:
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- L
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ya +—
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1.11A Legato Sit tall and relax

a 1. PROGRESS @
0
£ 0
(faw)
SV [ _A
¢ {D—e7a
e T o
. N— ~
6’ ®* o0 N
Notes joined by a curved line =
are played legato: smoothly
with no gap.
E 3. PREPARATION
0 0
i i
[fam) [fam)
O d 2 b © Dj
5 5
©): <), &
.4 .4
E 4. PIECE
Minuet by Pleyel
0
3
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\/ /\
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0
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Dj & & 2 =
<)y 5 =
7 e [
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Sight reading: The Swan by Saint-Saéns

0 ')
)
| {am YN/
\é/ s 3 - [
~" o N—
e ¢)
B2
Duet: Aquarium by Saint-Saéns
Pupil (play 1 octave lower):
() /\‘ .
- N ~
(Y 2 AN N\
Ae‘f—“—o—; o —o o \ o—i- o —o o \)
)% : :
24
()
i —
[fam) o o - o //
RS i RS T d
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Teacher (play 1 octave higher):
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1.12A E Sit tall and relax

E 1. PROGRESS @
(‘) New B ()
—'4‘ nc:Ete E #\%
N/ - ANSVE }
e + e)
/\... /\
. o
z/Fb_,_ - N TH > B P ———
; —
E 3. PREPARATION
0) 0)
7S s
ANV ANV
e e

i
l
:

4. PIECE
Fossils from Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saéns

0
A
(Y 7
ANV :
)
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&
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i
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1.12B
Sight reading: Beethoven’s 5th Symphony

e
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M
o d
o
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Duet: Pachelbel’s Canon
Pupil:

i
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Teacher (play 1 octave higher):
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1.13 A D Sit tall and relax
a 1. PROGRESS @
) - 0
e > . >
ANV note D — (\(yﬁ & e
) e a#, &
+ N\
™~ #' o ®
) <) : :
@ 3. PREPARATION
0 0
—— (%
J#"_ o] @ o o oo
7
5 o P o ﬁ‘ ® o 0 0 0 ﬁ' o
*): 1_ e 5 11
— y.4 = ——
6 4. PIECE
German Dance no. 3 by Mozart
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I
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1.13B

Sight reading: In the Hall of the Mountain King by Grieg

PN
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C e T

Duet: Korobeiniki
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
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Teacher:
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1.14 A 4 beat note Sit tall and relax

E 1. PROGRESS
0

T

c]@PtD e

fo—
to—
*

4 beat note

E 3. PREPARATION

() ™~ 0 — 0

i 7 i

DS o) O

) ﬁig: ) O o VU ot

# o)
<y - S —y o ——
4 Z .. ; Zz
g 4. PIECE
Largo from New World Symphony by Dvorak
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1.14B

Sight reading: Pentascales

()
)’ 4 I/
bt ===
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. JA |
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i
Duet: Oh When the Saints
Pupil:
A 1/
P 7 7
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-
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1.15A Flats Sit tall and relax

a 1. PROGRESS Q
All the black keys have a double identity!
They are the sharp of the note below, and the ()
flat of the note above. This A# is also BP: "4 S N
0 { & £ =t
',ir{ﬁ ) v o
\\av A
Q) Bb o) |7' \ b N
Je ] 4 4
o b 7 — .
<) P = kY ‘ ‘
7 FIG|A|B Bev. | Fev. |
Can you work out the 2 names of other black keys?
E 3. PREPARATION
0
2 2 ;
(fam) (o) ‘ .
ANV ¢
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F=—F—=— r Z
g1 Too |
4. PIECE
Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky
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1.15B

Sight reading: Shave and a Haircut
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¢
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Duet: Liebestraum no. 3 by Liszt
Pupil (play 2 octaves higher):
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116 A

D>

1. PROGRESS

*
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New note B

Sit tall and relax

3. PREPARATION
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4. PIECE
8va throughout Canoeing by Amy Beach
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1.16 B
Sight reading: Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by Mozart
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Duet: The Entertainer by Scott Joplin
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
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117 A Staccato Sit tall and relax

1. PROGRESS

A dot above or below a note tells
us to play it staccato - very short.
Imagine your hand is a grasshopper
that quickly hops off the key:
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_q._i . Now play it in some different octaves.
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Which is your favourite?
6 3. PREPARATION
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E 4. PIECE Try playing this in a higher
o tave. Which d fer?
Pizzicato Polka by Strauss oetave, TIhien €0 yor preter
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1.17B
Sight reading: Blue Danube Waltz by Strauss
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Duet: Musette from Anna Magdalena’s notebook
Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
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118 A C Sit tall and relax
1 . PROGRESS @
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a 3. PREPARATION
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4. PIECE
Trepak from the Nutcracker by Tchaikovsky
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Ponchielli
Rossini
Mozart
Tchaikovsky
Bizet
Tchaikovsky

Dvorak

Vivaldi

Mendelssohn

Grieg
Trad.
Trad.
Debussy
Sousa

Rebikov
Vivaldi
Dukas
Offenbach
Trad.

Trad.
Beethoven
Handel
Copland
Schumann
Pleyel
Saint-Saéns
Saint-Saéns
Saint-Saéns
Beethoven

Pachelbel
Mozart
Grieg

Trad.
Trad.
Tchaikovsky

Level 1 listening list

Dance of the Hours Liszt
William Tell Overture Amy Beach
Andante Grazioso Mozart
1812 Overture

Carillon Scott Joplin
March from the Strauss
Nutcracker suite Strauss
New World Anon.
Symphony mvt 2

Spring mvt 1

Overture to A Tchaikovsky
Midsummer Night's Euphemia Allen
Dream

Morning Mood
Amazing Grace
Arirang

Pagodas

Stars and Stripes
Forever

Playing Soldiers
Autumn mvt 1
Sorcerer's Apprentice
Barcarolle

Plaisir d’Amour
Londonderry Air
Symphony no 7
Hallelujah Chorus
Hoedown
Stickchen

Minuet

The Swan
Aquarium

Fossils

Symphony no 5, 1st
mvt

Canonin D
German Dance no 3
In the Hall of the
Mountain king
Korobeiniki

O When the Saints
Swan Lake

Liebestraum no. 3
Canoeing

Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik mvt 1
The Entertainer
Pizzicato Polka
Blue Danube
Musette from Anna
Magdalena Bach’s
notebook

Trepak
Chopsticks



1.18B

Duet: Chopsticks (Chop Waltz) by Euphemia Allan

Teacher:
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1.18B

Duet: Chopsticks (Chop Waltz) by Euphemia Allan

Pupil (play 1 octave higher):
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