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EXT. ROOF OF A TALL BU LD NG DAY
FADE | N ON

A desperate-looking MAN exits a stairwell onto the roof of a
downt own hi gh-rise building and wal ks determ nedly toward

t he edge. He stops abruptly when he realizes he is not
alone... An attractive, young WOVAN sits astride the parapet
wal | . He approaches warily.

MAN
What are you doing up here?
WOVAN
Why, are you with building
security?
MAN
No... | just...
WOVAN
You just. ..
MAN

| just wanted to | ook over the side
of the building.

WOVAN
Cut the shit. You re here for the
sane reason | am aren’t you?

MAN
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

WOVAN
You cane up here to junp, didn't
you?

MAN
No, | just..

WOVAN

You keep saying that.

He realizes that she isn’'t buying what he’s selling and
changes tack. A realization cones to his face.

VAN
Wait... You came up here to junp?
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2.
WOVAN
That was the plan until you cane
along... | would prefer not to have
an audi ence... Can you cone back a

little later?

MAN
Way don’t you just get on with it?
Il turn ny back and you can junp.
How s t hat?

WOVAN
And then you junp and we're all...
co-mngled? That’s a little
intimate considering we don’t even
know each other. Just go junp off
t he ot her side.

MAN
I f you're up here, you' ve scouted
the location... you know that this

is the only section of roof with a
direct shot to the pavenent. There
is no other side that wll work.

WOVAN
Then fuck off. Come back anot her
day or find another building. | was
here first.

MAN
Wiy are you up here, anyway? |
mean, aside fromthe view .. and
t he hei ght.

WOVAN

None of your business.

MAN
What ever your reason is, it can't
be as bad as m ne.

WOVAN
| don’t care why you' re here. Just
go away and let nme get on with

this.
MAN
My life is falling apart.
VOVAN
It’s none of mnmy business. |I'msure
you have a good reason to have cone

up here.
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MAN
| thought things were going great;
| own a thriving business, |’"ve got

a happy marriage and then it al
went to shit.

WOVAN
(sarcastic)
Boo Hoo! Poor little yuppie... owns

hi s own busi ness and has a happy
marri age. What happened, did your
wi fe cheat on you?

MAN
No, she died... childbirth. He was
going to be our first child. Janes
junior. We were going to call him
JJ. They both died. Conplications.
| was hol di ng her hand.

WOVAN
(sincerely)
|’msorry. But, that’s still not
that bad... Tine heals all wounds.
JAVES

You re a fine one to talk. You're
the one sitting on the |edge.

WOVAN
You have no idea the pain |I’ve
endured... Janes, is it?

JAMES
Then tell nme about it.

WOVAN
No, it’s mine... and to share it is
to cheapen it. Lots of people |Iose
| oved ones. You still have your..

(air guotes)
...thriving business.

JAMES
Maybe not for long. Evidently, ny
manager has been enbezzling all the
payrol | deductions that should have
been paid to the Feds and now |'m
being audited by the IRS and the
Justice Departnent. It’s going to
bankrupt ne.
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WOVAN
And that’s why you' re up here? Men
really do have thin skin.

JAMES
Let’s not nmake this a nman-wonman
t hi ng.

WOIVAN
That’'s exactly what this is... a

man- woman t hi ng. Never mnd, you
woul dn’t under st and.

JAVES

Try ne.

She pivots toward him still sitting on the |edge.

WOVAN

| don’t know why I'’mtelling you

this... But just maybe you wil|l

understand since you re up here

too... | was clueless. My fucking

ex-boyfriend was having sex with ny
12-year-ol d daughter and I was
totally cluel ess.

Tears start to well up in her eyes.

She turns

VWOVAN
VWhat kind of nother lets that
happen?

JAMES

( Sear chi ng)
She’ Il be okay... Kids are
resilient.

WOVAN
Real | y? That’s all you have to
of fer? What a waste of tinme...
telling you...

back toward the edge.

JAMES
VWait! Where will it |eave your
daughter if you junp?

WOVAN
Ri ght where she is now. .. She
junped off this very spot. | was

t he one who found her..
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She is crying openly.

WOVAN
Have you ever seen soneone who has
fallen 17 floors? It was like a

bl oody sack of bones... with her
face. My baby girl’'s beautiful,
damaged face. | could barely

recogni ze her. Her suicide note was
how I finally found out what had
been happeni ng.

JAMES
Oh shit... that's awful.

WOVAN
So you see why |I'’mup here. They
can’t even prosecute the bastard
because there’s no witness. The
systemis rigged agai nst the

vi cti ns.

JAMES
"1l make you a deal... Wat’'s your
nanme?

WOVAN

Just go away and let nme do this. |
have no reason to continue |iving
in this world.

JAVES
Wait! You, yourself said that tine
heal s all wounds.

WOVAN
That was bullshit! Tinme can’t hea
sone wounds... Sone wounds are

fatal. The only cure waits for ne
17 fl oors down.

JAVES
You don’t want to hear ny deal ? And
agai n, what's your name?

WOVAN
Sarah, |'’m Sarah. |’'ll hear you
out... but the results will stil

be the sane.

JAMES
Ckay, Sarah, if you agree not to
junp, 1’1l agree not to junp.
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SARAH
That's your deal? The thing is,
James, | don't care if you junp.
All nmen are pigs.

JAMES
Not all nen are pigs... sone are
j ust stupid.

SARAH

(smling despite herself)
And you’' re one of the stupid ones?
That’ s not a very conpelling

ar gunent .
JAMES
It’s all 1"ve got. I'Il try facing
another day if you wll...
SARAH
That’s all | wanted to hear...

Unnoticed until now, a handsone bl ack man, KENYA, approaches
fromthe stairwell.

KENYA
Ni ce work, rookie.
JAMES
What the hell’s going on here?
KENYA
This was Sarah’s first save...
JAMES
You were just playing ne? This is
perfect... ny life is a shanbles

and now |’ ve been conned.

KENYA
Everything she told you is straight
fromthe heart. She |ost Sadie just
over a nonth ago... and then she
met me - right up here on the edge.

SARAH
Kenya knew exactly what | needed to
hear at the |lowest point in ny
life... heliterally saved ne. And
he saved ny famly fromthe
heart break you’ ve been feeling.
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KENYA
| f you had junped, your |oved ones
woul d never have recovered. One of
them m ght have found their way up
here, just |ike Sarah did.

SARAH
Right then, | knew what | needed to
do and I’ve got to say, it feels
amazing... being able to help you
t oday has been the best |I've felt
in weeks. Thank you for that... |
feel Iike I've finally found ny
purpose and | have you to thank for
it.

KENYA

It’s an awesone feeling, isn't it?
JAMES

So let ne get this straight... the

two of you stake out this | edge and
stop people from.. doing what I
al nost di d?

KENYA
Oh no, there’s not just two of us.
There are hundreds of survivors and
the list grows every day. We're up
to, what, over 200 of us now... al

over the state... with over 500
saves. ..

SARAH
...But we still lose a few and

that’ s heartbreaking for the team
W all feel it alnost as deeply as
when we originally lost our |oved
ones.

KENYA
You can’t reach everyone. Wat do
you think Janmes, do you want to
j oin us?

JAMES
| don’t know...

SARAH
It doesn’t pay a cent, but the
benefits are amazing! (or "over the
nmoon" for the Single Take
Chal | enge) W all have our
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SARAH (cont’ d)
full-time jobs and take shifts
whenever we can.

JAVES
And you just hang out up here?

She hops down fromthe | edge and and smles up at him

SARAH
It’s a great view, and it gives you
time to think about all the good
menori es you have of your | oved
one. Plus, we're like a famly. W
hel p each other out in other ways
too. Like, don’t we have a | awyer
on the teanf

KENYA
Ri ght! He could help you with your
| egal issues and... we can all help
wi th your recovery.

JAMES
| need sone tine to process al
this...

SARAH

How about we get a cup of coffee
and get to know each other better?
| can try to answer any questions
you m ght have.

He hesitates and then appraises her differently. He seens to
i ke what he sees.

JAMES
| think I'd like that...
(to Kenya)
WIIl you be joining us?
KENYA
No, you kids go on and enj oy
yourselves... ny shift is starting

and | have a feeling it’s going to
be a great day.

James and Sarah exit the rooftop with hopeful smles on
their faces as Kenya | ooks wistfully out over the city.

FADE TO BLACK



