
The Benefice of Wantage Downs  

East Hendred, West Hendred, and Ardington with Lockinge 

Clergy 

Rector: Nikolaj Christensen: rector@wantagedowns.org | 01235 634940 | Usual working days: Sunday–Friday. NB! Emails 

sent after 3pm on a Friday may not be seen until Monday. 

Associate Vicar: John Durant: areadean@wantagedeanery.org.uk | 01235 234001 

Church Wardens 

Ardington: Patrice Vogt: Patrice_vogt@yahoo.fr  Lockinge: Thomas Loyd: tloyd@lockinge-estate.co.uk; Liz Townsend: 
liztownsend@qi.com 

East Hendred: Jill Cook: churchwardeneh@gmail.com West Hendred: Hugh Rees: hugh@citidata.co.uk 
 

Church Office: office@wantagedowns.org, Open: 9am-1pm Monday, 1pm-4pm Wednesday, 9am-1pm Friday. 

This newsletter is sent out fortnightly. Material for inclusion should reach our administrator (email above) by 9am Monday. 

19th November – 3rd December 2025 

Services 
 

23rd November – Christ the King 

9am – West Hendred – Holy Communion (CW) 

10am – East Hendred – Morning Service (CW) 

11:15am – Ardington – Holy Communion (BCP) 

 

30th November – First Sunday of Advent 

9am – West Hendred – Holy Communion (CW) 

10am – East Hendred – Christingle Family Service 

11:15am – Ardington – Mattins (BCP Morning Prayer) 

 

2nd December – First Tuesday in December 

10am – Lockinge – Holy Communion followed by 
refreshments 

 

7th December – Second Sunday of Advent 

9am – West Hendred – Holy Communion (CW) 

10am – East Hendred – Holy Communion (CW) 

6pm – Lockinge – Evensong (BCP) 

Readings for 23rd November 

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 23:33-43.  

Readings for 30th November 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44. 

News 

Looking Ahead to Advent 

If you live locally, you should get a card through your door soon 

with a list of all our Christmas services. Thank you to all who 

are helping to deliver these, and to all who will contribute to 

our services during Advent and Christmas in various ways. Our 

first Christmas service is in less than two weeks: Christingle in 

East Hendred on the First Sunday of Advent, 30 November at 

10am. Do tell any families with children that you know. 

Pray-ers In The Bible 

You are warmly invited to join us for some informal discussions 

on several bible characters and their prayers. It takes place on 

Thursday nights at The Barn Chapel Sq. East Hendred at 

7:30pm November 13th, 20th, 27th and December 4th. All are 

welcome! For more information email the Benefice office or 

the Associate Vicar or phone 01235234001. 

East Hendred – Carols by Candlelight 

The Carols by Candlelight service will take place on the evening 
of Thursday 18 December at St Augustine's, 6.30pm. 
Rehearsals will be every Monday evening from 24th November, 
starting at 5.30pm for one hour. Please contact Rosie if you 
would like to take part: rguilding@gmail.com / 07734426149.  

Help keep Around Table going 

In 2023 Wantage Parish launched the Around Table project in 
response to the cost of living crisis and now serve well over 
100 meals every Wednesday afternoon, mostly on site at Holy 
Trinity Charlton. They’re now looking for help both in and out 
of the kitchen. Please get in touch with Revd Katherine 
(vicar@wantageparish.com) for more information or to 
express an interest. 

Author Event: Cornerstone Christian book shop and café, 
Grove 

As part of the Cornerstone 30th birthday celebrations author 
Olivia Warburton will be sharing some tips from her new book 
‘Dreaming of a Green Christmas’. This will be on Saturday 22nd 
November at 3.30pm at The Cornerstone, Saville Way, Grove. 
All are welcome and there will be hot mulled punch on offer 
along with other festive treats. 

 

For more news and updates sign up to our online newsletter: 
www.wantagedowns.org/newsletters 

Please remember in your prayers 

Health and healing: Yvonne and Sidney H, Ewan and Colin Stutt, 
Louise E. 
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