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| Manga editor Hada Haruka has been 
| put in charge of the popular Mangaka 
] Kuroi Ritsu. Haruka is overjoyed, as 

she's been a huge fan of Kuroi since 
she was young 

Sensei's true colors as a person are more in 
line with "negative, otaku, or Hikikomori." 

Drawing for full completion! For a totally 
satisfying volume 1 



PRETTY 
FISHY. 

| SPEND THE 
| NIGHT WITH 
YOUR BOY- fe 

| FRIENP OR 
SOME | 
THING? 

THE 
STORYBOARD 
WAS FINISHED, 
AND THEN | 

MADE DINNER 
FOR HER. 

AFTER SENSE! 

WHEN SHE GOT 

LIGHTHEADED IN 

: if \\ GETTING SENSEI 
NO, THAT'S bees \ READY FOR BED, 

| DEFINITELY a 4 o'r ‘q _\| STARTED FEELING 
SCANPALOUS. | \ OTH : Ri FEOT KINDA SLEEPY 
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I WONDER 
IF I SHOULO 
ASK HER TO 
SION IT... 

a 

I BROUGHT 
A FIRST 
EDITION 
COPY OF | 

"WITH YOU." T ODAY 1S 

THE DAY | MEET Z 
RITSU KUROI-——— 

1 | UA. 

SENSEIFOR 

: THE| FIRST 

if TIME. 
(eo \ q . SA 

\ 



MY CLASS- 

MATES WOULD 

MAKE FUN OF 

ME BECAUSE | 

WAS A PLAIN 

GIRL WHO 

SPENT ALL HER 

RITSU KUROI- 

SENSEI'S 

BLOCKBUSTER 
MANGA "WITH 

AND IT You! WAS A 
WAS MY, = GROUNDBREAKING 

| DRAMA, SELLING 

2,500,000: COPIES. 



GRADUALLY, 

| BECAME MORE 
SELF-CONFIDENT 
AND WAS ABLE 
TO MAKE SOME 
GOOD FRIENDS. 

BECAUSE... 

/y\\ 

SENSEI... 
WHAT KINO 
OF PERSON 
ARE YOU...7 







‘Woes OF Vs aor 
THINGS... 



“NOTE: OCTOPUS DUMPLINGS. 

T...LIKE 

TAROU'S 

TAKOYAKI 

AND... 
YOCCHAN'S 

DRIE? SQUIP... 

TAROU' ‘S 

TAKOYAKI 



NOT SOMETHING 
FANCY... LIKE A 

. MACAROON OR 4 

SUPPOSED 
TO BE.JUST 
LIKE HER™ 

LIVING AS _worK. 
A FASHION- 

c “\. SAWY 

BEAUTIFUL qt NY 
MANGAKA. \ 

UKE SHE h 
THOUGHT KURO 

RITSU WAS 
JUST UKE 

HARUKA FROM 
"WITH YOU!” XN aw 



Ibo’ 
wih Hale 

SHES THE 
TOTAL 

It'sa Orr 

@ lotto ISN'T SHE? 
N 

WHY DION'T 
YOU TELL 
Me ABOUT 
IT BEFORE 

HAND? 

FORGIVE ME, 
AT LONG LAST BUT IT SHOULD 

Y HEART'S DESIRES 



IT'S BECAUSE 

| WAS SUCH A 

BIG FAN!!! 

THOUGH | 

SAID MY 

DREAMS ARE 

SHATTERED, 

IT DOESN'T 
CHANGE THAT 

THIS IS NOW MY 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

AH, IS THIS 
KUROI-SENSEI? 
IT’S HADAAA, 

ON THE StoRY- 
BOAR? COMING 

ALONG? 



KUROI-SENSE 
ISN'T ANSWERING 

HEZ PHONE. 



ANO BECAUSE I 
ABSOLUTELY 010 NOT 

WANT TO BUY ANYTHING LIKE 
COCKROACH TAKOYAKI 

OR THOSE OTHER THINGS! 

WHEN I ASKE? 
YOU BEFORE, I 
GOT THE FEELING 
THAT YOU UKE? 

‘A SWEET OR SALTY 
KINDS OF FOOD. 



Zz 

| | 

SHE'S VERY 

FRUSTRATING... 

It's 

USELESS 

> 19) ES = m > z ~) 
BABY HER! 

ZY youwi Ws 



ACTUALLY, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK THIS 
1S GOOV. 
ENOUGH? 



O10 THIS WAS: 

WE'VE BEEN INTERESTING... 
= ANO WITH SUCH 

BUGGING CARE... 

PEOPLE... 

SENSEI GAVE IN 

TO HER FEAR AND 

SURRENDERED, 

SHE WAS GIVEN ONE 





tve 
BROUGHT , 

SOME ONIaIe! 
AND TEA 

HAVEN'T 

REALLY HAD 
5 I'M NOT ANYTHING. 

SHES BEEN GONNA EAT FILLING SINCE 
SHE HASN'T UKE THAT IT AND I'M YESTERDAAAY. 
EATEN OB THIS WHOLE NOT GONNA IS THIS 

HOLD ON REALLY 
OKAY? 

The 
assistants 

PLEASE, 
PLEASE, 

GO AHEAD. |_| 



CAN YOU EAT 
THIS THEN? 

EVEN IF IT’S 
JUST A UTTLE, 

ITU BEA PLEASE EAT 
SOMETHING. 



FOR YOUR 

I CAN'T KEEP 
SOUNDING SO 

CANNOT, HOLD BACK. 





KUROI=_ 
SENSEI'S. 
COMPLETE 



THANK 
YOU FOR 
YOUR HARV 
WORK... 

KUROI- 

SENSEI 

REALLY IS 

AMAZING...! 
| THINK 

* iL LOOK * ae 
IT OVER 
REALLY) 

\ 
-GO0D\ONE. 
MORE: TIME.: 



DOING THE 
STORYBOARD 
THIS WAY WAS 
PRETTY GOOV 
AFTER ALL. 

SENSEI'S 
WAY IS THE 
CORRECT 

ONE. 



ow ALL 
RIGHT! 

< 



My loved cartoonist 
and clumsy me. 



tit 
My loved cartoonist 

and clumsy me. 

—— 





WHY 
ISN'T 

KUROI- 
SENSE 
RANKED 
FIRST 
IN THE 

SURVEY?! 

RECENTLY, 

“Genceanon. EVEN ams 
THOUGH MOUNG ON. 

SENSEI'S \ : 

MANGA | 

1650 — 
AMAZING..! : : 

i: | 





IS SHE 
STILL AT HOME, HOW HAS 

EOP KUROI BEEN 

WELL I 
GUESS IT'S 

JUST A GOOD 
THING THAT SHE'S 
STILL ABLE TO 

DRAW. 

e Neveters @ f 
eo- ; BECAUSE. 

1 KUROI IS THE 
TYPE OF AUTHOR 

THAT IS REALLY | 

/ WY, 7 Weibel Fashionable. @ INFLUENCE? BY 
if Ge 43 e WHAT'S GOING 

« F ON IN HER 

a ure. 

00 You 
THINK SHE CAN 
HANDLE IT? 

THEN 
YOU MIGHT 
TRY TAKING 
your Busi- 
NESS MEET- 

ING OUT 
THIS TIME. 



ar 

ach ae 
> next business™® * 

meeting, how @4 

tlle does it sound! 
\i . * 

Ne ity we Go out” IP 
wt to eat? 

AH, WELL, 
SHE HAS 

10 60 OUT 
ANO HAVE FUN 
OCCASIONALLY, 



I DIDN'T 

MEAN IN 
YOUR NEIGH- 

HAVE. 
YOU BEEN 
SAVING FOR ace 
aa eee Like sHe"s 

at if CONT min? jf ONE LHT 
Not that it me acta, 

ARE YOU 
SAVING FOR 

\ecause SOMETHING 
egg IN PARTICU- 

ae? 

THERE'S 
CONFIRMING 
My BANK 
ACCOUNT 
BALANCE... 

matters 



Kuroi-Sensei's 

*:| STL Have TO 
BE ABLE TO 
sUurrPORT 
MYSELF... 

(/,2 @ 

AND THEN \ LY And 
FINALLY? 2 then 

\ 
THAT's, cad 

i] 4 =| 

OAR. anes? 
© 

NEGATIVE: = 
THOUGHTS, . 

BECAUSE. 
(@ SHE'S 50. 

SECLUDED! at 



SOMETHING 
HAS TO BE 

DONE 10 GET 
NEXT MEETING, HER OUTSIDE 
THE ROPPONGI { = ANO...I! 

r 
“NO” 

ROPPONGI 
HILLS |S A NEW Iwas 

‘AND ONE OF PLANNING 
Reese ON TAKING 

why PICTURES 
rroreny DON'T WE GO OF THE HILLS 

TOGETHER?! FOR YOU, 

MINATO, 
TOKYO. 

ooeess 

WON'T IT 
BE EASIER AND 
MORE PRACTICAL 
IF YOU TAKE THE 

PICTURES? 

AND IT ALSO 
HAS TO BE A 

BAD INFLUENCE 
ON HER WORK!! 



SO THEN, 
Ler’s MEET 

AT ROPPONG! 
STATION AT... 

.e "y WANT 
10-"1g ITISN'T A : 

MASTERPIECE ‘repeat: There's no ng 
LIKE "WITH end 
VOW" 8... , 

BUT... 

THERE ARE QUITE A FEW TIMES IN 

THE INDUSTRY WHERE AUTHORS 

CREATE A SINGLE MASTERPIECE, 

AND THEN DISAPPEAR AFTERWARD. 

EDITOR: 

IN-CHIEF, 

BUT KUROI-SENSEI IS DIFFERENT. 

| BELIEVE SHE STILL HAS THE 

POTENTIAL, HIDDEN WITHIN 

HER, TO CREATE ANOTHER 

MASTERPIECE. 



THE 
ONLY 

PERSON 
WHO CAN 
MAKE THE 
MANGA 
GREAT IS. 
SENSEI. 

I BETTER NOT 
COMPROMISE 
WITH SENSEI 
LIKE I O10 
LAST TIME. 

PERHAPS 
THEY'RE 
STi 

AROUND? 

MANUSCRIPTS 
ENDED UP; 

SINCE I'VE 
BEEN HERE, 
IT DOEEN'T 
SEEM UKE 
WE THROW 





IN THE 
FASHIONABLE TOWN 
OF ROPPONGI, SHE'S 

REALLY ON 
e066. 

YEAH... 



OUR DATA 

TOMORROW, 
REMEMBER? if you 

dont 

come, 

then... 

PLEEEASE 
DON'T 

FORGET 
ABOUT IT. 

9 OH 
YEAH! 

IN A PLACE 
UKE THIS, 

PLEASE TRY 
NOT TO GET 
LOST UKEA 
CHIL, OK? 

COLLECTION IS 

WELL, 
SHALL 
WE GET 
GOING? 

I'VE BEEN 
CALLING A 

LOT, BUT ARE 
YOU ACTUALLY 

OUUUT? 

‘SENSEEEI, 

IT'S HADAAA, 

YOU ONLY 
GO TO THE 

CONVENIENCE 
AND GROCERY 

STORES FOR 
SWEETS. 

AFTER AAALL, 



Are 
looking 

at me and 

Pointing 
at me 
and... 

Ss. SENSEI? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 

| BECAUSE OF HOW 
OW YOU ARE, IT 
WOUL? BE REALLY 
EMBARRASSING. 

IN SUCH A 
FASHIONABLE 
PLACE LIKE 

THIS, LOOKING 
FOR ALOST 
CHILO WOULD 
BE REALLY 
AWFUL! 

SENSE, 
DOESN'T 
THAT GEN- 

ERAL STORE 
‘; LOOK KIN? 

OF CUTE? 

SOMETHING 
ELSE... 



My 
{ : Sy 

THIS IS A 
|| Serious 

ILLNESS<.l! 
Ne Al 

ye 
: i 

\ this person 
rene ris ke, 

i 

i! Hl 

AFTER ALL, Z 
THESE ARE <= 
THE SHOTS ie ky 
OF THE GATE | 
YOU WANTED. 

vO YOU 
THINK THIS 
ANGLE IS 

ALL RIGHT? 



MAYBE IF 
THE ANGLE 

LISA UTTLE.... | 
LOWER, YOU 

CAN Ger 





I THOUGHT 
THAT IF I 

TOOK ALOT 
OF PICTURES, 

AROUND IN. 
THIS STORE 
FOR A BIT? 



Fashionable 

MAYBE SHE 
WENT HOME 
SINCE WE 
FINISHED 

COLLECTING |: 

JUST THIS 
ONCE SHE 
WAS AN 
AOULT... 









WHAT'S AND SHE'S 

ALWAYS SUCH A 

TROUBLESOME 

PERSON... 

WITH ME... 

EVEN 
THOUGH | 
ALWAYS 
SEE HER 
‘AT:WORK. 

SENSE 
THANK 

soeey! I G@oov- 
WAS DISTRACTED NESS..u!! 

BY A STORE 
DISPLAY... 



I STARTED 
FEELING THIS: 
WAY WHEN 

‘SHE CALLED MY 



THEN, WHEN) 
WE GET BACK, 

LET'S GET STARTED 
ON THE STORY- 
BOARD RIGHT 



My loved cartoonist 
and clumsy me. 



iit. 
My loved cartoonist 

and clumsy me. 

—— 



jen Perse ponge choprer 7 

have awaii Scans 
seven | Scanner: Kuo 

days. | Translator: Kuma~kauw 

ae Proofreader: Sachiko 

Gas Editor: KidK 

Quality | Commentator 
Checkers amd Clinical 

for this 

SCAM 

bly) i}. awit stchi£o,me 

phiwii ~stttis Vite. 20K, a 



CHAPTER 

IF YOU 
REALLY HAVE 

SOMEONE THERE, 
THEN MAYBE YOU 

COULD INTRODUCE... 

I'm so 

HUNGRY! 

WELL, I'M 
HANGING 

UP! 

HUH? 

HOLD ON! I 
DON'T THINK 

T HEARD 

You! 

I'VE GOT 
My HANDS 
FULL, SO 

I’M HANGING 
uP ON YOU. 

YOU KNOW, 
BEING GOOD 
AT COOKING IS 

MORE REWARDING 
WHEN YOU HAVE 

SOMEONE ELSE TO 
EAT IT WITH. 







DESPITE BEING WE'VE BEEN 

SHOCKED AT FIRST INTERACTING 

ABOUT SENSEI'S VERY WELL... 1 
I'M TAKING SURPRISINGLY DARK 
CARE OF AND INTROVERTED 

SENSEI PERSONALITY, WHICH 
WAS NOTHING LIKE EVERY DAY 

UNTIL SHE 
RECOVERS! 

HER FASHION SAVVY 

TH-THANK 
YOU FOR 

THE MEAL... 
IM GONG» 



YOU'LL ONLY 
END UP GET- 
TING WORSE 
AN THEN 
THIS WILL 

ALL BE FOR 
NOTHING! 



I GET SICK, 
T'VE ALWAYS, 
HAV TO TAKE 
CARE OF 
MYSELF... 



responsibility, 
so it's only 

natural I'd do 
something 
like this. 

YOU CAN See 
RELY ON THE f.*.° 
EDITOR-IN- f° 
CHIEF FOR 
THINGS LUKE 
THIS TOO, 

YOU KNOW! 

SITTING ED : THANK 
GOOONESS 

_ HERE IS 

__ ACTUALLY 
z i? 



Were 
ALLOWING HER 
TO SKIP THE 

MANUSCEIPT, SO 
YOU BETTER BE 
TAKING GOOD 
CARE OF HER. 



LT HONESTLY 
CAN'T THINK 

ABOUT THINGS 
UKE MARRIAGE... 



DIEM 
" ve c 

SS 

JUST EVEN 

BARELY THOUGH 

GETTING MY I'VE ONLY 

BELOVED —_ BEEN ABLE 
THAT'S KuRol- TO FOCUS 

WHY SENSEI ON ONE 

TO BE ABLE THING. 

TO DO HER 
JOB. 

AN? 

I'VE BEEN SO 

BUSY WITH 
WORK THAT | 
DON'T EVEN 

HAVE TIME 
TO THINK 
ABOUT 

ANYTHING 
ELSE. 

KONNO-sSAN 
1S ALMOST... 

BUT 
YOU'RE 
HEAVING 
FOR YOUR 
THIRTIES, 
HAVA-SAN. 



w 
al 

> <x = a 



| DIDN'T 

\ 16 
THIS... THE 
E0ITOR- 
IN-cHler? (32 

BUT IT 
COULON’T BE 
WHEN SHE WAS: 
WRITING "WITH 

YOU"... 

IT HEARO 
THAT SHE 

WAS KUROI- 
SENSEI’S 

SUPERVISOR 
ALONG TIME 

AGO... 

THEY EVEN 
SAVEO THE 
FAXES THEY 
USE0 TO 

COMMUNICATE 
WITH EACH 
OTHER! 



THIS IS 
FROM WHEN 
SENSEI WAS. 
STILL IN HER 

J REALLY AH! IM 
WANT TO 

REAP IT ALL WORRIED! 

THE 
E0ITOR-IN- 

fj CHIEF ANO I 
= ARE ABOUT...7 

REALLY THERE ARE 
NEEO TO TOO MANY 
GET THE DISTRACTIONS 
ORAFT 0 READ IT 
FROM HERE. 

I THOUGHT SENSEI. 
I TOW You 
NOT CALL ME 
WHILE I’M AT 

ce, 



IF YOU 
FINISH THE DRAFT 
THIS WEEKEND, 
WOUL? YOU FAX 

RECENTLY, 
THEY'VE REALLY 

BEEN PUSHING ME 
TO GO TO MARRIAGE 



SINCE I'M 
IF 

HEADING 
ONLY SHE y! EXACTLY. 

STRAIGHT TO MY 
on toa 

PARENTS TODAY, 
uae 

wouur you 
Z eat 

UKE ME TO MAKE 
: Pte 

SOMETHING TO 
cunt 

AT? 8) 

rn eal { 

is thy 
Wors sf. 

7 

Z, = Es 
j 

—— 

wo 2000 de cA UM... 
WHAT IE YOU = all ight. ve 

you AREN'T FULLY already recovered N-NO, 

won't RECOVERED ) from my an 

Ger YOUR vere : cold $0. oe 



MAYBE I WENT 
OVERBOARD... 

OR MAYBE I'VE 
BEEN HANGING 

AROUNO TOO MUCH 
ANO GETTING IN THE 

WAY OF HER 
WORK... 



+*NOTE: SWEET BEAN JELLY. 

SOMEONE 
GAVE ME 
YOUKAN* 

TODAY, WANT 
SOME? 

PLEASE TRY TO 
EAT ALITTLE 
SOMETHING. 

WELL THEN, 
TM HEADING 
OUT FOR 
TOVAY. 



AND | TOOK THE SINCE | 

READ OLD DRAFTS WOULD 

IT OF "WITH HAVE A 
ALL... You" AND LOT OF 

ALL THE SPARE 

MESSAGES TIME AT MY 
PARENTS’ BETWEEN 

SENSEI-AND: 
i 
THE!EDITOR- ~~ 
Ss > 

| $ SHE WAS 
LOOKED UP TO THE ONLY A YOUNG 
HARD-WORKING TEENAGE GIRL 

WOMAN THAT WAS WHEN SHE 

DEBUTED AS 

WHEN HER/EYES A MANGAKA, 
\ 

SPARKLED, THINGS 
BEGAN TO TAKE 

FORM. 



THIS 
STORY 
ABOUT 

HEADING TO 
SENSE! SHIBUYA. THE THREE 

VOLUMES 
WANTED TO OF "WITH 

YOU" ARE... 
MAKE THE 

KIND OF 

MANGA 

THAT 
WOULD 

M ~MAKE THE 
DITOR-IN- 



BUT BY 
TELLING HER 
LIKE THIS, 
I0ON'T 

UNOERSTANO 
HOW SHE'S 

NOT PAMPER- 
ING HER. 

ANO THIS IS... THE 
E0ITOR-IN-CHIEF’S 

RESPONSE... 

SHE WAS 
JUST CAREFULLY 
TELLING HER THE 
DETAILS USING 
HER FAN'S 
PRAISE... 



EDITOR 
CREATING 
ONE STYLE 

‘AND MAKING 
SUCH A 

WONDERFUL 

THING 

TOGETHER. 



| DOING MY 
BEST, BUT.| 

CAN T DO.THIS. 

AT ALL! 

ly? 

or a 
ng 



| WANT 

TO HAVE 

A TALK 

WITH 

SENSE!! 

WOUL? IT 
BE ALL RIGHT 
IF I CAME OVER 
TO ASK YOU 
SOMETHING? 



I'D ALSO 
UKE TO BEING 
YOU SOME 

SOUVENIRS T 
BOUGHT. 

CAN | 

DRAW OUT 

HER TRUE 

POTENTIAL? 



T'VE BEEN 
ALLOWING 
YOU TO 
SPOIL ME. 

I CAN TAKE 
CARE OF MY 
WELL-BEING 
ON MY OWN... 

TAKEN CARE OF 
ME SO MUCH, 

BUT YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO DO IT 
ANYMORE... 

THE WAY OUR 
PARTNERSHIP 

HAS BEEN— 
YOU CARING FOR ME 

LIKE A NURSE— 

IS NOT WHAT A 
PROFESSIONAL 

RELATIONSHIP 
SHOULD BE. 



IT 

SEEMED... 

AND ABOUT 

THE FAXES OUR MEETINGS... 
WERE SO COMING ALL THE 
DIFFERENT. WAY TO MY HOUSE 

ISN'T NECESSARY. 
JUST OVER THE 
PHONE IS FINE. 

WHEN IT WAS THE 

Epitor-IN-CHIEF. 

THEY DIDN'T FIGHT 

LIKE THIS! 

I APOLOGIZE 
FOR NOT 

SENDING THE 
DRAFT TO UP UNTIL NOW 

YOUR PARENTS' EVERYONE HAS 
HOUSE. BEEN DOING SO 

MUCH FOR ME, 

TILL FAX IT TO 
THE EDITING 
DEPARTMENT 
TOMORROW 
MORNING, 



THE 

FOLLOWING 

MONTH. 

SENSEI's 
CURRENT 
WORK, "I 

THE 

LOWEST 

RANKING 
IT HAD 

RECEIVED 
a f SURVEY 

RANKINGS. 



My loved cartoonist 
and clumsy me. 



ats 
My loved cartoonist 

and clumsy me. 

—— 





IT WAS MY 
RESPONSIBILTY, 
<0 IM TO BLAME. 



SO, THIS IS 

WHETHER THAT'S 
A BAP SIGN OF 
NOT, I'M NOT sO 

SURE... 

THIS MIGHT 
BE THE CRITICAL 



GHAPTER 4 





Irs NOT 
ACTUALLY, —- DARK... 



ITs NICE 
TO MEET YOU 
KUROI-SAN. MY 
NAME IS ITOU, 
AND I'LL BE 
ASSISTING 
YOU FROM 

Japanese 
slang for 
‘Office Lady.” 

wl WHAT 
T WOULD sAY, 
BUT WEVE 

ALREADY SPOKEN 
SEVERAL TIMES 



I MIGHT SEEM 
PRETTY SCARY 

WHEN YOU FIRST 
LOOK AT ME, BUT 
I PROMISE I'M 
AVERY GENTLE 

PERSON. 
a 

von 

NOW SHE 
THINKS I’M 
WEIRO...! 

YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO BE 
THAT TENSE: 

T'VE TAKEN 
A LOOK AT 

YOUR WORK, 
AN? T THINK 

IT'S AMAZING. 



TO.THE CAPITAL. 

THUS, 

THE DAYS 
OF ITOU-SAN 
ASSISTING ME 
WITH MY WORK 

BEGAN, 

KUROI-SAN, 
THIS IS 

AMAZING! 

THE FIRST 



BE fs 
3g 

&8 SF §s 

WOUL? 

BECAUSE 
I DION'T 

CONSIDER IT 
IMPORTANT... 

THINK ANYONE 

AH, SENSEI? 
GREAT WORK 
TOORY, IT'S 

HAVA. 



SO THEN... 
FOR TONIGHT'S 

4 REAL MEETING I'D WOULD LIKE 
‘TO MEET WITH 

YOU ONE 
NORE TIME... | ONE MORE 

TIME... 

UM, 
REGARDING 

ITS MY THIS ISSUES 
rau. | ™ 

60 
SURVEY... 



IVE DONE 
SOMETHING 

WHY 00 I GET 
THE FEELING 

WRONG...7 

Zz 

Mires 

ag 
Su 

<9 

go 

aX 95 G2 OP 



WE OION‘T 
REALLY HAVE 

IWONJER 
WHAT I 010 
WRONG... 

IN THE 
eNO, 





Irs Just 
PREPARATIONS, 



THE ONLY 

THING | CAN 

THINK ABOUT 

| DON'T KNOW 

ANYONE ELSE 
IN TOKYO. 

THE ONLY 

OTHER PEOPLE 

| KNOW 

ARE MY 

ASSISTANTS. 

THE ONLY PERSON 

I'VE BEEN TOGETHER 

WITH ALL THIS TIME 

IS ITOU-SAN. 

_ SHE WAS THE 



TO ITOu- 
SAN, WAS I BUT NOW, 
JUST ONE OF ITOU-SAN 
THE MANY HAS SOME- 
MANGAKAS ONE 

SHE'S SPECIAL... 
WORKEO 
WITH...? 

ITOU-SAN 
7 

WAS THE 7 
A 7 

FIRST. PERSON 

wl ALWAYS 

THOUGHT | 

WAS THE 

ONLY ONE, 



BUT VON'T 
. woeey! TM 

SURE YOUR 
e NEXT WORK 
: WILL BE A THE FINAL soreh 

TCAN'T BIG HIT? CHAPTER OF is 
GOON “with you" 

WAS ONLY LIKE THIS... RANKED 
: BED. 

WHENEVER 
SOMEONE i 

DEPENDED, ON 2 
Heansec 

EVEN, THOUGH AR 
; Se ILIA 

== IN-THIS. BUSINESS, 

ie 
| CAN ONLY 

DRAW MANGA Lg SEER 4 
IF | RELY, ON MY, 

Lh ph yeh 
‘OWN, FEELINGS. \\ 



KING 

S
u
 

<
=
 

THE TIME. 
IT'S JUST... 

BEFORE, 

IT OVER AND 
IT Just- 

THis TIM 
KEEP LOO! 



YOU COUL? 
SAY THAT I'M 
CURLING 

MYSELF INTO 
A BALL. 

FORGIVE ME, i i 
TU GO OVER 7 
IT ONE MORE i 

TIME. Ut i = 

ae 

AND SENSEI'S 
PROCRASTINATING 
AGAIN, BECAUSE 

SHE DOESN'T FEEL 
UKE DEAWING 

ANYTHING. 

IT COULD POSSIBLY SENSEI'S 

BE THE SURVEY STRONG 00ES SENSEI’S 
i MOOO REALLY RESULTS, BUT | GET POINTS ARENT WAVE ANAPPECT 

THE FEELING IT MIGHT COMING OUT ON HER WORK? 

AT ALL. BE SOMETHING ELSE... 

THIS FEELING FROM 
HER WORK PROBABLY 

HAS SOMETHING TO 
00 WITH ME... 



THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 

THING IS THAT 

I'M HELPING oe MAYBE IT eur IF MA 
SENSEI peers HINDRANCE 

TO SENSEI... WRITE GREAT | stePred 
BACK. 

MANGA. 

IF THAT MEANS 
THAT STEPPING 

DOWN IS THE ONLY 
WAY FOR HER 

TO IMPROVE, THEN 
FOR SENSEI'S 

SAKE, MAYBE | 
SHOULD THINK 

ABOUT IT. 

I HAVE TO HOW MANY 
AOMIRE HER FOR TIMES HAS HER 

HER TENACITY WITH EDITOR BEEN 

ALL THE PREVIOUS REPLACED? 
E0ITORS. 

HARUKA! 

THANK 
GOODNESS! 



= Ss AH. : KOMATSU-SAN 
youve AHHH! de SAID HE WANTED 

REALLY GOT 
TO GET YOUR 
PRIORITIES 

STRAIGHT, | peom THE 
YOU KNOW.) maRRIAGE 

MEETING! 

Xahe/ 

ee 

Di YOU 
JUST BECAUSE REALLY JUST 
SARGENT ASK THAT? MINGEO DOESN'T 
MEAN I’M NOT 

WORRYING ABOUT 
IMPORTANT 

THINGS, YOU 
KNOW... 

QUITTING 

cadaetang ISN'T THIS 
MARRIED... WONDERFUL? 

LET'S GIVE IT 
A SHOT! 

/ 

2 SOMETHING I 
UKE THAT i 
MiGHT BE GUE 
Goo. 
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, 
, , q 

BECAUSE 

I DIDN'T 

THINK ANYONE. 

WOULD 

CONSIDER IT 

IMPORTANT... 

IT'S NOT 

UKE THAT, 

LOOK 

AT THIS. 

CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS 



IT SAYS, "IT'S. 

Bog : APT ERIREADING COMPLICATED, BUT 
: 3 | ay KUROI-SENSEI'S WHILE I'M SOMEONE Big : MANGA, I FEEL WO DOESNT 

: UKE I CAN REALLY PEULG Die 
CHANGE." FRIENDS, 

aN 

BUT HEARING 

HOW YOU GAVE 

STRENGTH TO 
SOMEONE IS. 

WHERE YOU GET 

YOUR TRUE 

HAPPINESS 

THIS KID 

_ THINKS 

ti > 

SO, TOO! 

IN THE 

MAGAZINE 

BUSINESS, 

SURVEY 

PLACEMENTS, 

SALES NUMBERS, 

AND. VARIOUS 

STATISTICS CAN 

SHOW CERTAIN 

THINGS. 





My loved cartoonist 
and clumsy me. 



aes 
My loved cartoonist 

and clumsy me. 

—— 









I CAN'T TURN 

SOMETHING 

LIKE THIS IN. 

LITTLE 
MORE. 

FORGOT THAT 
IT'S MY READERS 
I DRAW FOR... 

IM 

SORRY, 

BUT 

I NEED TO 

FOCUS, SO PLEASE 

DON'T CONTACT 

ME BY PHONE 

FOR AWHILE. 

EVEN IF 
YOU'RE 

UNABLE TO 
FIX IT 

PLEASE 
BE SURE 

TO TURN IT 
IN, AS-IS, 
THIS TIME. 

I WANT TO 

DO THIS 

FOR MY 

READERS. 



THAT WAY, 
I CAN 

BE SURE 
TO FINISH 
THE MANU- 
SCRIPT. 

SURELY YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT HAPPENS a a di 
10 HER WORK 

IF SHE DOESN'T 
TURN IT IN BY 
THE DEADLINE. 



IS IT tuts tHe | averaut? | ‘pence | 
DEPARTMENT? 

| THIS Is 
: f GOING 

SORRY FOR = THANK YOU : = TO BE THE 
CAUSING SO MUCH ( WECANT ——ETNAL pATE 

ANY TROUBLE! sail (Wed WATT ANY THOUGH! 
LONGER 

THAN THAT! 

REALLY NOT 
QUALIFIED 

10 BE 
DISCUSSING 
THE MANU- 
SCRIPT LIKE 

THIS... 



I GOT 
CAUGHT 
UP WITH 
PROOF- 
READING 

I’M 50 
SORRY. 

HELLO! 
SWEET'S 

EDITORIAL 
DEPART- 
MENT. 



AND SINCE 

SENSEI HASN'T 

GIVEN ME THE 

MANUSCRIPT 

YET, I NOW HAVE 

TO GO TO HER 

APARTMENT 

10 GET IT... 

( 

YOU 
SEEMED 
LIKE YOU 
WERE A 

LITTLE OUT 

T HAVE 
THIS HUGE 
DEADLINE 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 

IT’S JUST... 
DURING THE 
MARRIAGE OH NO, 
INTERVIEW. It'S FINE! 

I WAS IN 

THE CITY 

ANYWAY! 

T'Ve 
SCREWED 
UP OUR 
PLANS 

TONIGHT 

60 SORRY, 
KOMATSU-SAN, 
AND YOU EVEN 
CAME ALL THE 
WAY INTO 
TOKYO... 



I dust THOUGHT |" TM oud Y ‘SOMETHING ! : 
WAS BOTHERING SORRY 
YOU, THAT'S ALL ‘ 

SO I THOUGHT 
MAYBE WE COULD 
GET TOGETHER 

WHEN YOU WEREN'T 
SO PREOCCUPIED. 

DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 

ae TRUTH WANA Vé1 actuaLiy 
REALLY 16,1 

STILL AM. A bpdnres 
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AN 
IMPORTANT 
PERSON 

ARE YOU 
STILL TALKING 
ABOUT YOUR 

JOB? 



3 = 

ww 2 3 x » w 

XK asd 

& 



HOW'S 
THE 

INKING 
GOING? 

SOU RAN 
OUT OF 
SCREEN- 
TONER? DID 

SOMETHING 
|” HAPPEN 
| WHILE TyPE- 

WHAT SHADE 
OF TONER DO 
YOU NEED? 

WH- WHAT SHOULD 
I DO... THE ART 
SHOPS ARE 

CLOSED BY NOW, 
y AND I CAN'T . ) G4 GET IT ONLINE pass : : 
y FAST ENOUGH. 

ANOTHER ii THE KIND OF =| \ i ASSISTANTS TONE YOU : A ALSO HAVE Eels . SO THEIR HANDS 

<MISAKT’ 
PROTAGONIST 
NEEDS ALOT 

IT'S THE 
TONER FOR 
"MISAKI'S" 

TS PURE WHITE HAIR... 



THIS IS 
My JOB 

AFTER ALL/ 

WHAT'S THE 
PATTERN 
NUMBER 

AND MANU- 
FACTURER 
FOR THE 
TONER? 

IN THE END, 
I REALLY 

Wy CAUSED you 
MI TROUBLE 

SO PLEASE 
DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THINGS 

LIKE THAT 

AND FOCUS 
ON DRAWING 
FOR YOUR 
READERS! 

TUL 
TAKE CARE 

UONDER- 
STAND! 



THIS IS 
A BIT OF AN 
EMERGENCY. 



WHAT 
HAPPENED? 

IS IT 
REALLY OK 

10 BE DOING 
THIS SO 

LAST-MINUTE? 

CAN YOU 
ALSO GIVE ME 
THEIR CELL 
NUMBERS 
AS WELL? 

CAN YOU 
PLEASE GIVE ME 
SAKURAT-SENSEL 
AND MITSURUGI- 
SENSEI'S PHONE 
NUMBERS AND 
ADDRESSES? 



COULD YOU 
POSSIBLY 
LEND ME 

#62 TONER 
FROM 

DELETER? 

EDITORIAL 
DEPART- 
MENT. 

YES, 
THANK YOU 
veRY MUCH. KICHI- 

JOUIL ; HEADING OVER 
PLEASE. | RIGHT NOW. 
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AFTER ALL, 
SENSEI 
IS THE 

ONE WHO 
TURNED 
ME INTO 

THE PERSON 
| AM TODAY...! 
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THE PHONE 
YOU HAVE 
CALLED IS 

CURRENTLY 

TURNED OFF 

4) 
HURRY UP 
AND GET 
THAT 

TONER! 



HELLO, SWEETS 

EDITORIAL 

DEPARTMENT. 

BEEN 
A WHILE 

IT'S BEEN 
50 LONG! 

YOU HAVEN'T 
SHOWN YOUR FACE 

HAVEN' AT ANY OF 
REALLY SPOKEN OUR GET- 

SINCE WE ! STOPPED TOGETHERS! 

WORKING 
TOGETHER, 
HAVE WE? 



‘SHE WAS 
TRYING ONE 
LAST PLACE 
WHEN I LAST 
HEARD FROM 

HER. 

‘SHE'S OUT 
GATHERING 
TONER FROM 

OTHER ARTISTS’ 

SO LATE 

AT NIGHT, 

RUNNING 

AROUND, 
CALLING 

IN FAVORS... 

HADA-SAN, 
DO YOU 

KNOW WHERE 
SHE TS... ff 



CRAP, 
MY CELL 
IS DEAD. 

CONTACT 
SENSEI 

SHE'S A 

@00D. GIRL, 

THAT. HAD) 

WOULD 

TT BE 
POSSIBLE 
10 GO 

ALITTLE 
FASTER? 

IT ALSO 
SEEMS 

‘SHE'S BEEN 
TRYING TO 
DRAW YOU 
OUT OF 

YOUR SHELL 

Hy SHE 
7 CERTAIN 

PUT A TON 
OF EFFORT 

INTO GETTING 
yOu 10 S€é 
YOUR OWN 
NEIGHBOR- 

HOOD... 
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Help Wanted! 

al 

a 

y 

ww, 

“ 

Kawaii-Scans needs your help! 

fi Looking at possible 
view serieslif you have something 
you'd like to work on in mind already 
let’s talk about it) or potentially 
help with some of our older ones. 

We need people who have 
a solid background in image editing. 
We need both cleaners and 
typesetter. Or if you like to do both 
that’s fine too! 

‘We need people who 
have a good eye. You'll be asked to 
look for graphical mistakes as well as 
grammatical ones and list;them for 
the editor. to fix before release. 



I BROUGHT 

THE TONER. 



MY HEART 
WON'T STOP 

RACING. 

WHEN 
HARUKA-SAN 

15 AROUND... 

WHY WOULD 
YOU DO 

SOMETHING 
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WHAT 00ES 
SHE MEAN 
BY THAT...7 

FOR ME... 
iy Avy ay a = ry ny ity cay Z iy uy 

ip Le 





WITH THIS 
SLIM 00u, 

SHE WAS: 
RUNNING 
ERRANDS, 

I... THOUGHT 

SENSEI HATED 
ME, SO... 

'T CONSIDER 

THAT I WAS MAKING 

HER UNEASY. 

THE ANXIOUS FEELINGS OF 
BEING ABANDONED. 

I DION’ 

IT HURT LIKE 

BACKTHEN. 



ORRIES ABOLIT 
@°S0.MUCH THAT IT’S 
EMBARRASSING... 





WHAT THE 
HELL WAS 
THAT...! 

Al \ en \ = 
NY ie calico == 
ON f GOWN, BUT... 

N I SEE 
SENSEI NEXT, 
HOW SHOULD 
TACT AROUND 

HER...7 

SENSEL, IT'S 

ABOUT THE NEXT 



SHE SUDDENLY 

FELT SOMETHING. 

I GET It, 
EDITOR- 

‘IN-CHIEF. 



CRAP... I CAN'T 
STOP THINKING 
ABOUT IT NOW. WELL, I THINK 

11'S ALRIGHT 
, Ie CAN CON- 

) TRIBUTE 10 HER 
WORK, RIGHT? 

— 

IT WAS NOT 
GRINNING TO 

MYSELF! 

I'M ON MY WAY 
TO MEET 

KUROI-SENSEI. 

WHAT ARE 
YOU GRINNING 
TO YOURSELF 

ABOUT? 

HAVAAA. 



11'S ABOUT 
TIME TO GO. 



IT'S FINE! 

‘STUNNING. 

C'MON, 
PLEASE! 
GET OUT 

HERE, NOW! 

ARE YOU 
SAYING THE 

CLOTHES I CHOSE 
FOR YOU DON'T 
SUIT YOU? 

THESE CLOTHES 
DON'T MATCH 
ME AT ALL... 



L CANT 
BREATHE. 

=\ 

PLEASE WAIT 
A MOMENT! 



TM WAY 
‘Too TENSE 

LWANTTO 
BRING 

AY CHARM 

" WANT TO BE HONES 
DRAMA LAUNCH PAR 

IT'S AMAZING 
O THINK THAT 

"E WANT TO 
BE HONEST” 
BECAME SO 
POPULAR! 



BUT WASN'T IT YOU MUCH BETTER 
WHO ASSIGNED HADA THAN EXPECTED? 
AND KUROT-SENSEL 
TO WORK TOGETHER? 

YOU'RE THE 

eae” 
FROM THe EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

4-KOMA 
RIGHT? 

DEPARTMENT. 

SA 



SHE WAS SO 
EXCITED ABOUT 
WORKING WITH 
KUROL, THAT T 

THOUGHT IT WAS 
WORTH A TRY. 

WHEN I HEARD 
ABOUT HADA'S I CAME HERE 

WISH TO CHANGE, BECAUSE I WANTED 
I DECIDED TO TO WORK WITH 

GIVE A SHOT AND AND STUDY UNDER 
LET HER WORK KUROI-SENSEL. 
WITH KUROL. 

SOME PEOPLE PUT 

NTO IT WHILE OTHERS 
AVE A REALLY CLOSE 

“\RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THEIR AUTHOR, BUT 
ITS°ALRIGHT IF 

NEITHER OF THOSE 
SARE YOUR STYLE. 

THE TRUTH 
1S, I CAME 
TO SWEETS 
BECAUSE I'M 
A HUGE FAN 
OF KUROI- 
SENSEL... 

WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
EDITING... 

IT'S A JOB 
AND IT’S GOOD 
TO DISTANCE 

YOUR FEELINGS 
FROM IT. 





CHANGE, GOALS, THE EDITOR AND AUTHOR ARE 

MARRIAGE... HOW LONG TWO ADULT GIRLS AND YET... 

BEFORE THERE'S 
SOMETHING THAT THE LINK BETWEEN THEM IS 

SEPARATES THEM... STRONG, AND THEY ARE 
INSEPARABLE, UNSURPRISINGLY. 

KUROTIWIUUS 
RROBKBLUTRE Ey 

INGANDONEQIAGAINS 

NEVERTHELESS, 
LT STILL WANT 
TO PUBLISH 

GREAT WORKS. 



| RECEIVED THIS 
A LONG TIME AGO. 
ITS A FAN LETTER 
FROM MY BIGGEST 
FAN. HAVE THIS 
LETTER HERE, 

SO TODAY | AM... 

WELL, LET'S 
HEAD OUT! 

BECAUSE 
KUROI'S 
TALENT IS 
THE REAL 
DEAL. 





LA) \\ SHAKE SHAKE 
f 
( h 17... 17's 

WHAT ARE HOPELESS! 
DIGNIFLED| YOU TALKING i 1 CAN'T Do IT 

Ts. ABOUT? \ “4 AFTER ALL... 
THEY'VE BEEN A ie oy, EVERYONE, 

WAITING! = ‘ , LAUGHING 
es =) &) AT AME, 

Vy i TODAY, you're 
\ J MEETING your 

LEAD ACTOR! 
TRY 10 BE 

ALITTLE MORE 
; ‘ ‘ DIGNIFIED 

‘ PLEASE. 

D1. 
DIGNIFLED? 

HERE IT T6/ AY WS Ba 

HERE’S YOUR 
CHARM... 



SENSEI, PLEASE 
COME TO 

THE STAGE! e ARRIVING NOW 
IS THE AUTHOR OF 

"I WANT TO BE HONEST", 
KUROI RITSU-SENSEI. 



P-PL-PLEASE 
DON'T LET GO. 

Y-YOU 
ABSOLUTELY 

WON'T? 

NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS, 
I WON'T EVER 

LET GO! 



23-day 
i. 
ADA HARUKA 



My loved cartoonist 
and clumsy me. 



= 
My loved cartoonist 

and clumsy me. 

—— 
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BONUS 
CHAPTER 

No, they 
definitely 
aren't! 

MUCH ABOUT 
*\ WHAT HAPPENE? 

BACK THERE! 

NOW 
EVERYONES 
THINKING JM 
4 COMPLETE 



<o : 

<< 



AN? I'M 
NOT UKE 

THAT AT ALL, 
60... THOSE 

ARE THE 
SORTS OF 
THINGS T 

ALWAYS TRY 
TO PUT 
INTO My 
WORK. 
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CERTAINLY, | 
NEVER EXPECTED 
ANY SORT OF 

No, IF ANYTHING, ANSWER. 

Dit M4, | | WASN'T EVEN 
DO BELIEVE i 

TIS 1S THE SURE IF MY LETTER 
HAPPIEST IVE WOULD BE READ. 
EVER BEEN 

IN HY LIFE. 

eur 
EVEN 50, 

IT WAS SENSE! 
SOMETHING } ReMEM- 
THAT MEANT NY ERED 
THIS MUCH (_) \ ite. 

EXAGGERATING, 
HARUKA-SAN... 





It ALMOST 
PEELS AS THOLIGH 

I'M MEQOLING. LIKE 
I’M PLAYING THE KINO 

MATCHMAKER FOR 
THESE TWO. 



Konno-san, 

\oant find 

Kuroirsensel. 

HER START 
AS AN ARTIST, I 

NEVER COULO TAKE 
MY EYES OFF HER. 
It'S AS THOUGH 
THOUGHT OF HER 

AS MY OWN DARLING 
DAUGHTER, 
PERHAPS. 

ALONG WITH 
ANOTHER HUGE 

BUNCH OF 
FAN LETTERS! 

WAS FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
THE MANGA, 
SURE, BUT I 
ALSO JUST 
WANTEO HER 







aneewors MY MANAGER AND WB 
SINCE RENAI 

MANGA IS ABOUT 
A MANGAKA AND 

HER EDITOR, HERE'S 

A LITTLE SOMETHING 
= ABOUT MY OWN 

MANAGER AND 
MYSELF. 

MY EDITOR IS 

AN EXTREMELY 
CAPABLE WOMAN! 

LZ \ 

BUT MORE THAN 

ANY OF THAT, 
OH MY ! 

GOOONESS, TM REALLY, SHE'S SO VERY 

SHE'S ALWAYS SO TRULY SORRY. HUMBLE! (LOL) 
KINO TO ME ANO YET 
SHE'S BEING THIS 

Daring a storyboard meeting 

IF YOU PERHAPS 
DISAGREE WITH ME, 

THEN PLEASE FEEL 

FREE TO DISREGARD 
MY SUGGESTION. 



An apologies 
and humility 
contest (lol) 

AT FAULT. 

I SHOULO BE 
THE ONE WHO'S 
DEPRECIATING 
HERSELF.../ 

My, 

py ws 

THANKS TO THAT MANAGER'S: 
STRENGTH AND SUPPORT 

WAS ABLE TO FINISH RENAI MANGA 

Art comes with tha 
Shirogane Hinazchan 

V Thank you for the cute and 
sexy drawing of Konno-san! 

H's very rare for me to get 

others’ drawings Of my ovun' 

characters, so | was thrilled! 

Vv Ashi-san, hrkw-san, isi-san, 

ist-san, thank you, as always. 

You're all such a tremendous help! 
Sorry apout how | eet just 
Before those deadlines! (lol) 

Vo all my readers, 

thank you so very much! 

Reading my work is what 
keeps me aoinea! 
| hope you enjoyed this work 

even a Bit! 

ALL THE WAY TO THE END. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH! 




