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)\CHAPTER'6}) CASUALTIES 
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SFX: 
Charging 



SFX: 
Grab 

SFX: 
Whoosh! 



SFX: 
Slice, 
wham! 











HAPPENED 

WELL, 
WE HAVE 

OTHER REN- 
OEZVOUS 
PLACES AS 

WELL... 

WHAT DO 
WE DO 
NOw?P 

WE WAIT A 
BIT LONGER 
AND IF NO- 

BODY COMES, 
WE GO BACK 



5 INR pS IRN AGH 
WN Ve 

I'M 
STARVING 
TO DEATH! 

"OID YOU. YOU IOLOT/ 
e STOP woR- 

sas MEME, § CYING ME/ 



I OION’T 
HAVE TIME 
TO COUNT! 

TELL ME 
HOW MANY 
YOUVE 
KILLEO/ 

you 
MIGHT HAVE 
DRAWN FIRST 
BLOOD, BUT 
IKILLED 

YOU ARE 
AMAZING. 

YONEKICHI. 
pt Lie if 

TO BEA 
SAMURAT. 

I WAS 
PUKING 
EARLIER 
AS WELL. 



STRAINED 
MYSELF TOO 
MUCH THAT T § 
POOPED A & 
LITTLE... 

SHUT UP! 
I MIGHT HAVE 

BUT YEAH. 
IT REALLY 
MELLS LIKE 

SHIT, 

FROM THIS DAY ON, 
‘RE THE SHIT SAMURAT! 
HIT SAMURAT! SHIT 
SAMURAI! SHIT 

SAMURAT! 

SHITP 
I PUKED. 
I OION’T 

BUT 
SOMETHING 
SMELLS LIKE 

I WAS By 
NO MEANS 
SCARED... 

HEY, OID 
YOU HEAR 

THATP! THIS 
ASSHOLE 

TOTALLY SHIT 
HIMSELF! 



THE SATSUMMA HAVE LOST 
OVER 20 MEN! THOSE WHO WERE 
SEVERELY WOUNDED SHOULD DIE 
IN TWO OR THREE DAYS AS WELL! 
THIS UNIT HAS HALVED THE NuM- 
BERS OF THE SATSUMMA WARRIORS 



? 



AS THE 
CAPTAIN OF 
THIS UNIT, 
T’M VERY 
PROUD OF 

HIM, 

SFX: Hin. 

EVEN THOUGH 
SENTA WAS 
THE MOST 

TIMID PERSON 
IN THIS UNIT, 
HE FOUGHT 
BRAVELY 
UNTIL THE 
VERY END. 

AS YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
AWARE OF 

THIS, WE HAD 
A CASUALTY 
ON THIS 
MISSION. 

BY THE 
TIME I 
ARRIVED 

HE WAS 
ALREADY 
DEAD. 



TLL DROP 
IT AT HIS 

PLACE ALONG 
WITH THIS 

STUFF WHEN T 
GO HOME. 

PR/N — 
RYO WAS 
AGOLD 
COIN IN 

MEDIEVAL 
JAPAN, 

EQUIVALENT 
TO A YEAR'S 
SUPPLY OF 

RICE. 

WHO WOULD 
HAVE THOUGHT 
THAT HE'D OTE 
IN HIS FIRST 

BATTLEP 

IF YOU WANT 
TO GET BACK 
HOME ALIVE 

AS AN 
EXCEPTION, 
THEY GIVE US 

TWO MORE RYO. 
WITH THIS, 

SENTA’S FAMILY 
SHOULD HAVE 
IT EASY FOR 

A WHILE. 

THEN AGAIN, 
SENTA SURE 
WAS AN 
UNLUCKY 
BASTARD. 



HE WAS 
PETRIFIED 
WITH FEAR 
WHEN WE 

CUT IT OUT 
ALREADY, 

I OON'T 
CARE. 
T AIN'T 

PLANNING 
ON GETTING 
MIXED LP 
WITH ALL 

THAT. 

WHAT?! 

BECAUSE 

HE OIED 
BECAUSE 
HE WAS A 



BRO USHT, 
YOU ARE 
AT FAULT 

AT THIS D you euys 
RATE, WELL . LAO JUST DON’T 
AL Eee = GET IT. 



IF yOu 
REPEAT 

THE SAME 
MISTAKE IN 
THIS JOB, 
you WILL 

OTE. 

THAT'S 
WHAT 

SHIMADA- 
SAMA 

IDIOTS 
REPEAT 

THE SAME 
MISTAKES 
BECAUSE 

THEY OON’T 
LEARN FROM 

THEM. 

AND 
I AIN'T 

PLANNING f{ 
TO OIE 
EITHER. 

BESIDES, 
SENTA DIED 
BECAUSE 
HE OION’T 
RETREAT 

\\hly  SAETER THE 
PAU StenaL was Se \ 

\\ 

ae 

O-OON'T 
START 

BASELESS 
RUMORS! 

IT WAS 
AN OVER- 
WHELMING | 
VICTORY! 

YOU JUST 
SA eorta 

PRACTICE 
ENOLIGH SO 
YOU DON'T 

Ole. 

WE JUST 
GOTTA 

FOLLOW THE 
ORDERS TO 
THE LETTER. 



SINCE 
THEY DION’T 
TEACH US, 
WE HAVE TO 
LEARN THAT 
OURSELVES. 



THEY 
COWARDLY 

AMBUSHED US 

COULD FIGHT 
BACK... 



TLIN - 
Jigenryuu 

(BSR) 
is an 

improved 
version of 
Jigenryuu 

(RB), 
a sword 
technique 
employed 

by Satsuma 
warriors 
which 

emphasized 
on killing 
enemies 

with a single 
blow. 

WE 
BELIEVE 

THEY WERE 
VETERAN 
WARRIORS 
WITH A LOT 
OF EXPEPI- 

THEI2 
TECHNIQUE 
WAS ON PAP 

WITH OLIe 
JIGENPYUL. 
THEY KILLED 
OUP MEN WITH 

A SINGLE 
STRIKE. 

EVEN 
THOUGH A 

GOOD CHUNK 
OF THE MEN 

WERE RONIN OR 
AMATEURS WITH 

WHY DION’T NO FIGHTING 
ANYONE EXPERIENCE, 
WEAR ANY 
ARMORP 

W-WE 
PRIORITIZED 

AGILITY 
OvER 

OEFENSE... 

WAS THE 
ENEMY THAT 
STRONG? 



you 
IN THAT OON’T 
REGARD, MEASURE 

T’M FINE THE OUT- 
OFA COME 

FIGHT BY 
THE DEAD 
BODIES. 

WITH THESE 

WHEN THEY TE WANTAOT” WHAT'S 
DO THAT, WE STUAULATE THE MORE 
WILL HAVE THE “R AOVOCATES OF IMPORTANT 
LEGITIMIZATION WAR WITHIN THE IS OUR GOAL 
FOR AN ARMED . SHOGLINATE. ANO WHY 
INTERVENTION TO S IN A SENSE, WE SAIGOU-SAMA 

OVERTHROW THE <S{\ WANT TO PRO- TAUGHT US 
THUS, SHOGUNATE. VOKE THEM TO TERRORISM 

THE ENEMY ° USE FORCE. TACTICS. 
ATTACK WAS 
WITHIN OLIe 
CALCULA- 
TIONS. 

THAT WE 
HAVE NO SS , 
1OEA WHO HOWEVER, 

THE ENEMY LN | THE PROB- 
IS LEM IS 



WE STILL THERE'S 
STILL NO HAVEN'T 

TO THINK PROOF THAT ] RECEIVED ANY 
THAT THEY. THESE WERE NEWS FROM 
WOULO USE ASSASSINS OUR SPIES 
A BLACK SENT BY THE WITHIN THE 

OPS UNIT... SHOGUNATE. , SHOGUNATE 
THERE SUPE ANO SHOUNAI 
ARE SOME DOMAIN. 
SCHEMERS 
AMONG THE 
VASSALS. 

THERE'S 
NO NEED 

TO worry, 
SAGARA- 
SAMA. 

SHINCHOUGUMI EITHER WAY, 
IF THEY HAVE MIGHT BE 

GATHERED THAT wARrRIORS OF 
MANY SKILLED THE SHOUNAI 
warriors, DOMAIN, 

THERE SHOULD SUMMONED 
BE RUMORS FROM THEIR 

ABOUT THEM. HOMETOWNS 
OR RANDOM 
RONIN FROM 
HERE AND 
THERE. 

I’M 
COUNTING IF WE ODROP 

THE BALL NOW, ANYWAY, 
THE ENEMY’S Wwe'LL 

SURPRISE ATTACK CONTINUE 
WILL HAVE REAL WITH THE 

CONSE- ACTS OF 
QUENCES. TERROR. 

NEXT TIME 
WELL DO 
THE SAME 
TO THEM/ 
I SWEAR! 

TLIN - 
Shinchou- 

gumi 

were a 
police-like 
defense 
organi- 
zation 
during 
the Edo 

Shogunate. 



IMUDA- 
DONO HAS 
BEEN OVER 
THERE FOR 
A WHILE 

HE 
HAS BEEN 

STANDING AT 
MAENOSUKE’S 
BODY THE 

WHOLE TIME. 

THE YOUNG 
bi oaee LAD HE HAD 

HIS EVES 
ON... 

AS 
PATRIOTS, fee WE HAVE TO De eine cacuNe. FOCUS ALL Se ie TUN - OUR ENERGY OF THIS LAND | expulsion A STRONG coe 1S AT STAKE, | offoreign- SPIRIT. Kiera WE'RE IN THE ] ers (or 
Se MIDDLE OF | barbari- 
200M FOR Ne ET neice serpin: THE FOR- — | fering to 

the decree 
FEELINGS. FleneRsy by the 

Emperor 
to prevent 
the west- 
ernization 
of Japan. 





CHAPTER 7 SURPRISE ATTACK 



CASUALTY 
IN THE 
FIGHT. 



EVEN 
THOUGH 
IT WAS A 
SURPRISE 
ATTACK, T 
THOUGHT 
HALF OF 

THEM WOULD 
\ OTE IN THE 

BATTLE. 

THE ENEMY 
LOST THEIe 
LEADER AND 
FELL INTO 
CHAOS. 

THOSE 
PEASANTS 

ARE 
PRETTY 

I RECKON 
THAT THE 

ENEMY WILL 
BE MORE 
PREPARED 
FROM NOW 

ON. 

ON TOP 
OF THAT, MOST 
OF THE ENEMY 

WERE THUGS AND 
FALLEN RONIN. 

THEY WERE ALSO 
NOT PREPARED 
FOR A SURPRISE 

ey 
COOPERATING 
WITH EACH 
OTHER, THEY 
CORNERED THE 
ENEMY AND 
PREVENTED 

THEIR COUNTER 
ATTACK. THIS 
LED TO THIS 

OVERWHELMING 
VICTORY. 

HOWEVER, 
THIS WON’T 
NECESSAR- 
ILy BE TRUE 
THE NEXT 
TIME. 

ATTACK. 

THAT BEING 
SAID, THE 
PEASANTS 
WEREN'T ALL 
MUSCLE, 

THEY ALSO 
USED THEIR 
BRAINS. 



MILORO, 
IT MIGHT BE 
INAPPROPRI- 

ATE, BUT 
THERE’S ONE 
THING I'D 
LIKE TO 

ASK YOU. 

IF THERE IS 
ANY UNUSED 

ARMOR AROUND, 
I'D LIKE TO 

ASK FOR YOLIR SUL 
APPROVAL TO 

ALREADY 
COME UP 
WITH A 
COUNTER 
PLAN, 

THOUGH... 

USE IT. ! 

MISSION 
ISN’T QUITE 
FEASI@LE 

WITH THESE 
NUMBERS. 

EVEN IF 
IT’S JUST 
4 COUNTER 

{1 TERRORISM 

G 

EVEN THOUGH 
THERE’S LUCK 

INVOLVED, THAT 
BUNCH MADE 
TREMENDOUS 
PROGRESS IN 
SUCH A SHORT 

TIME. 



WE HAVE 
TO HOLD 

ADMISSION 
TESTS FOR 

PEASANTS ALL 
OVER THE PLACE 
ANDO TRAIN THE 
CAPABLE ONES 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

WE DON’T 
WANT TO 
ALERT THE 

HEY, LEAVE 
YOUR RIFLES 

WHEN 
THEY SORTIE 
EVERY DAY, 
IT’S NECES- 
SARY TO HAVE 

SugSsTI- 
TUTIONS. 



Is TO 
PREVENT 
ANOTHER 
ATTACK BY 
THE ENEMY 
LIKE LAST 

HOWEVER, 
IN ORDER TO 
STRIKE BACK, 
WE MUST FIRST 
UNVEIL THETe 
IDENTITIES! 

I, 
KAIEDA 

NOBLIYOSHI 

GENTLEMEN! 
THE REASON 
THAT YOU, 
THE MOST 
SKILLED 

WARRIORS 
OF THIS 
DOMAIN 
ARE HERE, 

we 
CANNOT 

THE DELAY OUIe 
1 TERROR ENEMY’S 

NUMBERS ATTACKS, 

RANGE FROM 
20 TO 30 
MEN, AND 
ALL OF 

THEM ARE 
SKILLED! 



WE WERE 
AFRAIO THAT 
OUR SKILLS 

WOULD BECOME 
OULL BY DEAL- 
ING ONLY WITH 

COWARDS. 

REGARD- 
LESS OF HOW 
MANY THERE 
ARE, WE WILL 
KICK THEIe 
ASSES. 

I'M 
COUNTING 
ON YOU, 
UMIEDA- 
DONO. 

YES... 
I TOLO 

HIM THAT, 
TOO... 

HE 
LEFT EARLY 
FOR THE 
CITY THIS 
MORNING 

TO CONDUCT 
AN INVESTI- 
GATION. » 

PLEASE 
LEAVE IT 
TO ME, 

\ MASUMITSU- 
OONO. 

WHERE’S 
IMUDA- 
DONO? 





THE 
GOVERN- 

MENT WON'T 
LAST FOR 
LONG... 





ITU TUATE ) 

YF Ss S\ 

UMIEDA- 
OONO. 

WHY 
WON'T 
THEY 

ATTACKP 



I’M ONLY 
DOING THIS 
BECALISE 
SATSUMA 

BUT 1S PAYING 
IT’S NOT WORTH SO WELL, 

LOSING 
MY LIFE 
OVER IT. 

IN YES- 
TERDAY’S 
ATTACK, 
TAMEZOU 
FROM MY 
VILLAGE 
WAS 

THE 
PEASANT 
IS HAULING 
MANURE... 

NOTHING 
HAPPENED 
TODAY, BUT 
WHO KNOWS 
WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN TO- 
MORROW. 

TRUE, 
BUT IT 
MIGHT 
NOT BE 

THE BEST 
TIMING 



BUT 
YEAH, OON’T YOU 

I’M SHOCKED, THINK THAT 
TOO. EVEN SATSUMA 

THAT MANURE IS USING 
IS BETTER : THE WRONG 
THAN THEM. MEANS TO 

’ 7 ACHIEVE THEIR 





RA- 
RANDOM 
AILLINGS! 

UNIT CASU- 
ALTIES. 

RIGHT! 
IF THE ASSAS- 
SINATIONS ARE 
FOCUSED ON 
THE RONIN, 

Buyysejs pue Buyqqels “XJ 

Jayyelds poolg :XAS 



ISN’T THAT 
JUST TOO 
SIMPLEP 

SO THE 
IDEA IS TO 
CONTINUE 

THE MISSION 
WITH EIGHT 

MEN. 

OON’T 
YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD 

TARGET A BIG, 
CLAN WHO 

ARE WORKING; 
WITH THE 

TERRORISTS 

HAS 
MADE IT 
CLEAR TO 

GET THE GEST 
POSSIBLE 
RESULTS 

WITH EIGHT 
MEN. 

WE 
COULON’T 

WHETHER GET PERMIS- 

OR NOT TO SION FOR 
RECRUIT NEW THEM TO 
MEMBERS WEAR ARMOR 
FOR THE ANO OUR 

~\UNIT INTHE  _LORD 1S 
FUTURE. STILL CON- 

SIDERING 

MY 
POINT IS 

THAT KILLING 
EVERY ONE 
OF THEM IN 
A SURPRISE 

AS CONSPIELDS : | : 

fl, ATTACK ISN'T 
t rh FLASHY 
vel “4 ENOUGH. 



iy : ie aa] 

AP Mulls IN OTHER | . k a F DS, IT’ 
BUT T'M SURE AGREED = a o Our OUTY 

IT’S NOT SATSUMA we a a Zi TO IMPEDE 
POSSIBLE WILL FIND = SATSUMA’'S 

TO GATHER & | y ACTS OF 

SO MANY Ht TERRORISM 

MEN THAT ? IAS MUCH AS 

QUICKLY. { POSSIBLE. 

IN ORDER 
TO LAY WASTE 
TO THE CITY, 
THEY NEED 

‘ \ H ‘ : TO EMPLOY A 
THIS WITH \ \ LARGE NUMBER 
ALOT OF \'\ 4 eg / OF RONIN 
money. |W an : f AND THUGS. 

ULTIMATELY, \ AN TY 
THEY AREN'T \ \ THEY’RE AN 
READY TO OIE , — IMMORAL 

FOR THIS : =e BUNCH. 
CAUSE. “ ‘ 

‘S NH swItHout 
Lone @ THE NUMBERS, 

AIM TO 
WE'LL 

‘ 3 Nil THEY ReEALLy 
KILL TEN noon ane PAN CAN'T 2AM~ RONIN . Zn NW pace THROUGH 
WITH tHe crty, 
EVERY 9 Ss CAN THEY? 

AMBUSH. 



SFX: 
Whoosh! 
Wham! 



IF | DIE HERE, fats} my 
MY FAMILY : MOTHER 

IS SICK 
AND We 

WELL... 
SAMURAT- 
SAMA, YOU 
HAVE YOUR 

OWN CIRCUM- 
Ss 





naar is 
yeeeason 

messed 

AND MEljl 
ERA. IT'S 
AN ELO- 
QUENT 
WAY OF 
SAYING 

"VVE SLEPT 
WITH 

ANOTHER 
CUSTO- 
MER” 



seoeing 

h 
W N N 
IN N 
I Linlike 

youuu dis- 

trustful. 

BUT IS IT 
OKAY TO HE'S 
KILL THIS 4 7 THE LAST 
ORUNKARD?P s 



I SAID 
TLL LEAVE 
HIS DEATH 
TO you. 

ARE YOU 
FINISHED? 
WE SHOULD 
GO BEFORE 

WE'RE DONE 
HERE. WE 
SHOULD Em 

HEAD BACK | 
ANO oRINK | 
SOME SAKE, | | 

TOO. A 

THIS IS ALL 

my \o000b, 
living the 

life of pros- 





TeeLteve | 
THAT'S WHAT 
THEI AIM 

BUT THE 
RUMORS ARE 
ALREADY 

MAKING THE 
ROUNDS. THE 
RONIN IN THE 
CITY ARE TOO 
AFRAID TO 
ASSOCIATE 
WITH US. 

THEY'RE ! 
TAKING FULL 
ADVANTAGE f 
THAT THE l 4 
RONIN ARE ‘ 
HANGING | 

OUTSIDE AND | | 
AMBUSHING 

THEM. 



RONIN AFTER | 

HAVEN'T HEARD 
ANYTHING THAT 
CORROBORATES 

WE'VE 
ASKED FOR 
HELP FROM 

OVER THE 
PLACE, 

IF THE 
ENEMY 

CONSISTS 
OF THIRTY 
SKILLED 

WARRIORS, 

IT 
MIGHT 
BE, AS 

THERE MASU- 
AREN'T — MITSL- 

THAT MANY _OONO 
ENEMIES PREOICT- 

AND THEY'RE _— ED, 
INEXPERI- 
ENCED, 



HOW- 
WELL... A : EVER... 

STpAN || eecetveo SOME 
SOME IN- STRANGER 
FORMATION 4, HAS COME 
FROM HEM. TO US 

TODAY. 



YE MAY 
OPEN YER 

EARS. 

COUNTRY 
SAMURAT. 

THIS IS 
SOMETHING 
YER DUMB 

IF IT’S 
SOMETHING 

USEFUL, 
WE'LL PAY 

62 



ae Wi SRE ait IN OTHER hes Ali 
Wir - WORDS, AT pone 

: THE BEGINNING i 
: : OF NOVEMEER, 

ee it SOME SAMURATS 
koe : Tri p WENT TO THE 

7 VILLAGES ON 
THE OUTSKIRTS fet 

OF E00 

AND HELO A 
COMPETITION 
TO EMPLOY TEN 
STRONG MEN. 

ey 

AREN'T 
THEY JUST 
PEOPLE 
WHO DO 

OOD LABOR 
JOBS? 

IT’S 
NOT TOO 
UNCOM- 
MON. 



HE 
APPEARS 
TO BEA 

HOMELESS 

so, 
WHO'S THE 
INFOR- 
MANT? 

NO 
WONDER? 

WE COULDN'T 
FINO THEM 
AMONG 

THE RONIN 
WIT eass THE 



Se 

HAPTER 



0000p 



HEY, GET 
YOURSELF 
TOGETHER! 

WHAT’S 

IS MY 
FACE THAT 
scary? 



DAMN! 
I WANT TO 

ORINK SOME 
SAKE TO KILL 
THE TIME... 

IT’S HARD 
TO GET SOME 
SLEEP WHEN 
SOMEONE 

KEEPS MOAN- 
ING ALL THE 

TIME. 

ARE YOU 
ALRIGHTP 

SERIOUS- 
LY... WE ALL 
WOKE UP 
BECAUSE 
OF HIM... 





IT’S NOT 



Lat GYAHAHAHAHAHA 



ALRIGHT! 

‘ BECAUSE NOW IT'S ECA 

YOUR TURN ~ 
f REACTING, TO DODGE. \\ EACTING 

SLOWER. 

UNLIKE 

COME 
YOU, I'VE 

‘ GOT THE 

peren you ba HEIGHT AD- 
VANTAGE. 

: ss ; c N THIS HAS 

SH a ANN GOTTEN 
: “ INTEREST- 
SK 

‘ 

ES - : ING! 

I BET S ss = 

MY BREAK- |=-\ Sate 
FAST THAT 

& 

ICH! WILL. 
af 

OOOGE IT! 
> 



SFX: 
Swish 

SFX: 
Wham! 



IT'S 
NORMAL HE 
TOBE HASA 

ATTACKED POINT. 
FROM THE 
OTHER 
SIDE, IF 
YOU STEP 

HOW A8OUT 
COUNTERING 
HIS SWORD 
WITH YOUR 
OWN IF yOu 
CAN'T STEP 

BACKP 

! 
YOU'RE ICAN DO § rector 

TED ih IT MUCH Toy Tr 

“aeOur eeTTER! rey Bt 
THIS. 



SFX: 
Blowing 

I've 
CONFIRMED 
IT WITH THE 
VILLAGE 

GOVERNORS. 

THERE 
WAS INDEED 
SOMEONE 
WHO HELO 

A COMPETI- 
TION AND 
HIRED TEN 
PEASANTS. 

NOBODY 
IN THE 

! VILLAGE TEROUS! KNOWS 

ABOUT 
THEI 
WHERE- 
ABOUTS, 

ARE YOU 
IMPLYING 

THAT A BUNCH 
OF PEASANTS 
WHO HAVE ONLY 
TRAINED FOR 
A FEW DAYS 
CAUSED US 
SUCH HEAVY 
LOSSES?! 



STANDING 
TO PROPER- 

A LONG 
Sworo. 

crow. 



IT’S ONLY 
POSSIBLE TO 
ACHIEVE THIS 
IN SUCH A 
SHORT TIME 
IF THEY WERE 
PHYSICALLY 

FIT ANO WERE 
FAST LEARN- 

WHOEVER 
IS BEHIND 
THIS HAS 

ONLY TALIGHT 
THEM THE VERY 
BASICS OF 

SN ACTUAL COMBAT. 
RN THEY HAVE 

@EEN ONLY 
THOROLIGHLY 
TRAINED TO 

ATTACK. 

THEY WERE 
KILLED BY 

MERE PEAS- 
HW) ANTS BEFORE 

THEY COULD 

THOSE 
WHO WERE 
CUT DOWN 

WERE EITHER 
FACING AWAY 

OR WERE 
ABOUT TO 

 ORAW THETe 
SwoOros. 

| WHAT'S THE 



I'VE TO 
REPORT 
THIS TO 
SAGARA- 
SAMA. 

AGREEING 
TO KILL 

PEASANTS... 

4 Af qj 

I’M GOING 
TO RAISE 
MONEY IN 
ORDER TO 

B CRUSH THOSE 
PEASANTS! 



PEASANTS, I UNDER- HUH? 
STAND. 

BESIDES 

WERENT, SO WHAT 
1 SEE XRBUSHED ia IF THEY’RE WE BELIEVE SAMA! 
THAT  OueING THE PEASANTS? THAT QUST THEY'VE ““NteHT? TEN PEAS- 

ONLY BEEN ANTS DID 
ATTACKING THAT TO 
RONIN WHO \ us, BUT... LET THETIC fee j 

6uARD se 
DOWN. 7 

79 



IT’S AN 
ILLEGAL 
ARMY OF 
COMMON- 

ERs. 

WHICH ALSO 
MEANS, THE 
MORE PEOPLE 
HE HAS TO 
COMMAND, 
THE LOWER 

HIS CHANCES 
ARE TO WIN. 

AH, LIKE 
THE SOUND 
OTARRHEA 

BASICALLY, 
THE ENEMY’S 
COMMANDER 
IS SOMEONE 
CAPABLE. 

IN 
OTHER 

IT’S WORDS 
GUERRILLA 
WARFARE, 

IT’S A 
TACTIC 
FROM 

WESTERN 
EUROPE. 

THE IOEA 
OF THIS 

TACTIC ISN'T 
THEREFORE TO WIN BY 
IT REQUIRES BRUTE FORCE, 
THEIR COM- SUT TO OLIT- 

MANDER TO = -WIT YOUR 
BE CLEVER 
AND QUICK- 

WITTED. 



1s } IN THAT 

AN UTTE aa YOLKE  sasapa- 
DISGRACE IF Y 4 . YOU TO GIVE SAMA, 
THOSE PEAS- . ; ‘ : YOUR PER- 
ANTS CAN : MISSION TO 
GET AWAY ( iL ATTACK THE 

WITH THIS, . VILLAGES 
J OF THOSE 

PEASANTS. 

6, 
A 

eC 6 
a 

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUTP 

AS LONG 
AS WE DON’T 
KNOW WHERE | 
THE ENEMY’S \ 
HOIs, we |\\\\ \\ 
CAN’T RAN- 
SACK THEIR R 
VILLAGES. 71 = 

a 

our i HAVE YOU 
HOW- TARGETS ARE FORGOTTEN 
EVER! THE VICIOUS Si THE FOURTH 

MERCHANTS |! fl] PRINCIPLE 
WHO TAKE al OF OuR 
THE FRUITS, | | ACTIONS? 
OF OTHER’S) | 
HARD WORK. 
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IF WE 
ATTACK POOR 
VILLAGES, 

PEOPLE WILL 
BE EVEN MORE 
WARY OF US. 

THIS IS 
THE TIME 
WHERE WE 

HAVE TO PUSH 
¢! OUT THE BAR- 
Ey BARIANS FOR 

THE SAKE OF 
THE FATHER- 

LANO! 

THERE ARE 
ALREADY THUGS 
WHO KILL PEOPLE 
LEFT ANO RIGHT, 
AND ROB SHOPS 
IN THE NAME OF 

SATSUMA, 



IT TRULY 
SICKENS ME 
WHEN I SEE 
IMPRUDENT 
PEOPLE LIKE 

You! 

ALTHOUGH, I = , 5 DON'T THINK Tcan't |{ || iD ae 
THE ENEMY IS DEAL WITH ||| i AMA! 
CARELESS THIS! } were ~ 

ENOUGH TO ANY- ; 
BE EASILY WAY, KEEP u 

SEARCHING 5 



IN OUR : 
CURRENT : S0 HOW 

SITUATION DO WE 
TT WILL BE CONTINUE 

DIFFICULT TO WITH THE 
CONTINUE TERROR 

THEM. b ATTACKS? 

HOWEVER, 
IN RETURN, WE 
WILL ATTACK A 
MORE STRATE- 

GIC TARGET THAT 
WILL HURT THE 
ENEMY MORE. 

THE POLICE 
STATIONS 

IN THE 
CITY. 

WE HAVE 
TO SHOW 
THEM NO 
MERCY, OR , 
THE ENEMY THIS IS 
WINS THIS. your Op- 

PORTUNITY 
TO SHINE, 

MASUMITSU- 

AT THIS 
POINT, WE 
DEVISE A 
BOLO PLAN 

ANDO HIT THEM 
RIGHT IN 
THE GUT. 







SFX: 
Whhhack! 

THE 
VILLAIN 













a <q go 
Zz a 

® 

ww eg 
~ a 



SAGARA- 
SAMA HAS 

ALLOWED TO 
ATTACK THE 
POLICE STA- 
TIONS WITH 
ONLY RIFLES. 
WHY IS HE 
GOING 
ALONEP 

WE DON’T 
WANT HIM AS 
AN ENEMY. 

THINKING, 
KATEDA- 
DONOP 





THE 
RIOT POLICE 
THAT'S UNDER 
THE DIRECT 
CONTROL OF 
THE SHOGL- 
NATE, HUH? 

FROM 
NOW ON, 
Our AIM IS 
TO KEEP THE 
OUTLAWS OUT 
OF THE CITY 
ANDO HAVE 
A POLICE 
PRESENCE. 

WHEN I WAS 
ASSIGNED TO 
THIS MISSION, 
I DION’T EVEN 
THINK OF THAT 

AT FIRST. 

IT'S AS IF 
MY NOTES 
DIRECTLY 
REFLECT 

THE ORGANI- 
ZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE 

OF THE SHIN- 
SENGUMI. 

SO THAT 
WOULD BE 
THE SHIN- 
SENGUMI 
OF EDO. 



IT JUST 
PROVES THAT 
THEY ARE BY 
NO MEANS 
INFERIOR TO 
SAMURAIS, 

ARE BOTH 
SKILLED AND 
UNSKILLED 
warriors, 

SFX: 
Flapping. 
Hamm. 

WITH THE 
CURRENT 

SQUAD SIZE, 
IT'LL BE EVEN 
HARDER TO 
PERSUADE 

HIM, 

Y 

NOW THAT 
T THINK ABOUT 
IT, THERE ARE 

MANY WARRIORS 

GOING TO 
PROPOSE 
YOUR PLAN 
TO KATSU- 

FOR NOW, 
I'LL RE-EM- 
PHASIZE THAT 
WE HAVE TO 
ADO MORE 
MEN TO 
THE UNIT, 

ENROLLING IN 
THE SHINSEN- 
GUM THAT 
DON’T HAVE 
SAMURAI 
STATUS, 

IN FACT, 
THEY ARE 
EXTREMELY 
VALUABLE 



SHIMAOA- 
DONO... 
IF YOU ‘ 
AREN'T : SST SO, TLL 
EATING FOCUS ON 
ieee ‘ REPLENISH- 
OuMmMe- fh ING THE 
LINES... ‘ ey , 

euT Lately \S 
YOU HAVE BEEN VST Lae _]| Vi 
MORE POSITIVE OS V) 
ASOUT IT, AND : 
YOU SEEM TO f i — TOO EAGER 
HAVE A BRIGHTER § Sy ei) ABOUT THIS 
EXPRESSION ON Sera WHEN YOU 
YOUR FACE, ‘oe YG [ Le : WERE EN- 
SHIMADA- : : Le TRUSTED 

WITH THIS 
MISSION... 

a 



A 
BRIGHTER 
EXPRES- 

THAN T ie LOOKS ANTICI- GS Til UKE THOSE PATED. a a : i) PEASANTS 
a ARE MORE 

aa S USEFUL 

<& 

We BETTER Wg 
GET GOING, "& A 
OR WE'LL aN 3 
GE LATE... BY = 

S 



IT GOT 
AWAY 
AGAIN! 

I'VE HEARD 
THAT THERE 
WERE FA- 
TALITIES. 

ENEMIES 
WHO ARE 

THOUGHT TO 
BE WITH SAT- 
SUMA HAVE 
ATTACKED 
POLICE 

STATIONS 
AT SHONAI 
WITH GUNS, 



EXCHANGE 
OF LOVE 
LETTERS. 

TOUCHING 
LOVE LETTER. 

IT REALLY 
MOVES MY 
HEART... 

DON’T YOU 
AGREEP 

AFTER 
TODAY'S 
SORTIE, 
THERE 

THERE ARE 
ONLY A FEW 
RONIN THAT 
REMAIN AT 
THE SHIBA 
RESIDENCE, 

WON'T BE 
ANY MORE 
RONINS. 

A 

Sc. 
POLICE ASSAULT, 

STATIONS IF THEY'RE 
WITH GLINS, ATTACK- 

PROBABLY 
THEI2 

ANSWER 
TO US. 

THANKS 
TO THE ONE 

STRIKE SQUAD 
THAT YOU'RE 
LEADING, 

SATSUMA'S 
RONINS ARE 

ANNIHI- 
LATED. 

WE HAVE 
TO GIVE 

THEM OUR 
ANSWER... THAT 



PLEASE 
RECONSIDER 

your 
DECISION, 
MILORD, 

THERE'LL 
BE ONLY 
SATSUMA 
THUGS 
LEFT. 

THE PEASANTS 
HAVE MADE A 
TREMENDOUS 
PROGRESS, 

AS I'VE 
ALREADY 

MENTIONED 
A FEW DAYS 
AGO, THERE’S 
A DIRE NEED 
TO REPLENISH 
THE SQUAD, 





SFX: 
Plunk... 

hs i) WK 
Nh 

\, 

\ 

THEREFORE 
WE WON'T 
RECRUIT 
ANY NEW 
SOLDIERS. 

TL 
LEAVE IT 
up TO 
you. 

CAN'T 
JUST 
TURN A 

BLIND EYE 
TO THE 
GOOD 
MEN. 

SFX: 
Plink 

sO, 
THAT'S 

THE SITU- 
ATION. 

HOWEVER, 
WE STILL 
NEEO TO 
GIVE AN 
ANSWER 
TO THEI 
"LOVE 



GIVE THEM 
THE ANSWER | 
BEFORE THEY 
GET AWAY 
WITH IT. 

HAVE TIME 
TO CARE- 

FULLY 
PREPARE. 

J 
v, ff 

H. 

J) 
i 

LY er 
g 

: ‘ > rl ~ < 4 7 

: AKAv ~ A LOVE LETTER 
RQ AE \. THAT WILL = SNS aN) SINK DEEP 

DOWN INTO 
THEIR HEART. ly 
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SFX: 
Sliding 



NOT 
AGAIN! 



GETTING 



WE 
DECIDED SINCE WE 

AK HAD FREE 
TIME UNTIL 
THE NIGHT 
SORTIE... 

AYE, 
JUST 

PLAYING. 

JUDGE 

astace |! | TRIED TO STOP 
coutee |! HIM, BUT THAT IDIOT 

: FORCED US TO 00 THIS. 
Ws Ale HIS FAULT. 



A RINGP 

PRACTICING 
SWORDSMAN- 
SHIP WITHIN 

s\ AN ARENAP 
HOW UTTERLY 

STUPIO. 

THAT'S THE 

HARDEST 

PART, IT’S 
GIVING US 

TROUBLE. 

FURTHER- 
MORE, 

EVERYONE 
IS IMPROVING 

HOW THEY 
HANOLE 

THEMSELVES 
THAT WAY. 

ANO 
WHAT'S 

THE CIRCLE 
YOU'VE 
ORAWN 

N supPOseD 
TO BE? 

I THOUGHT 
WE COLILO 
APPLY THE 
KNOW-HOW 

DRAWINGXA! 

SUMO RING! 

THE TIMING 
BETWEEN 
Sworps- 

MANSHIP 

AND SUMO 
41S DIFFER- 

BUT THE 
LOGIC 

ISN'T THAT 
WRONG... 

IT’S TO 
GET RIO OF 
THE HABIT 

mA OF GOING 

INDEED. 
I HAVEN'T 
HEACD OF 
ANYONE 

COMBINING 
THESE TWO 
AREAS 

BEFORE... 



IT’S THEI 
FREE TIME. 
THEY DON’T 
NEED OUR 
PERMISSION 
UNLESS THEY 
LEAVE THIS 
PLACE OR 
BUILD A 
FIRE, 

BUT THIS 
CAN'T 

BECOME A 
PROBLEM 
WITH YOUR 
TRAINING. 

IS IT 
ALRIGHT, 
SHIMADA- 
DONO? 

ese BESIDES, 
I DON'T IN THE END, 
MINO Ie MERELY IT’S NOTHING 
YOU'RE PLAYING MORE THAN THE 

GOING TO WITH SHALLOW IDEA 
PLAY WITH STICKS, OF PEASANTS. 
STICKS, THAT'S COMBINING 

ALL. SWORDS AND 
SUMO IS 
RIDICL- 
LOUS, 

NO, 
BUT THAT 
STUPID 
USHI- 

GOROU... 



THERE 
ARE TOO 
MANY UN- 
NECESSARY 
MOVEMENTS 
WHEN YOU'RE 

STRIKING 
BACK, 

ABOUT 
your 
MOVE- 
MENTS 
EARLIER, 



TLE 
TEACH 
you 
SOME 
TRICKS, 

IT 
SHOULD 
ALREADY 

FEEL 
INTUITIVE 
TO you. 

DEPEND- 
ING ON THE 
SITUATION, 
THERE ARE 
VARIOUS 
WAYS TO 
USE THEM 
DURING 
ACTUAL 

I WONDER 
IF IT’S OKAY 

JUST BECALISE 
IT'S THEIC 

oe FREE TIME. 
PERHAPS, 
SHIMADA- 

PEASANTS... i 
I HAVE NO 

IDEA, 

ALRIGHT, 
THESE 
ARE THE 
SIMPLE 

BASICS... 

I THOUGHT 
OuRe LORD 
ONLY TOLD 
US TO TEACH 
THEM HOW 

TO ATTACK.., 



THOSE wHO 
APE DONE 
PREPARING 

olo 
YOU THINK 

ABOUT WHAT 

ALRIGHT, ANYWAY, TM BAO 

THAT'S TLL LEAVE 
CENOW. UPTO H compu OID, 
KNOW. YOU AND CATED GLIT.., 

TLL PAY STUFF. FOR IT. 

WHAT 
ArE YOU 
GUYS 

BABBLING 
ABOUT? 

11s 



WE HAVE 
SEVERAL 
YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE 

WHY 
ARE YOU 
GETTING 
AN6RYP 

OUT JUST 
FIN! 



BESIDES, 
EVEN AFTER 
BECOMING 
A SAMURAI, 
MAKING 

MONEY 8 

IF YOURE GOING 
TO ACT LIKE A 

PEASANT, CUT UP 
YOUR STOMACH 
ANO WAIT FOR 
YOUR DEATH! 

THEY’RE 

THAT BAD, 
I GUESSP 

HEY ICHI, 
WHY AREN'T 
SAMURAIS 
ALLOWED 

ge 10 00 eUsi- 
| NESS WITH 

YOU RETARD! 
A WARRIOR’S 
PRIDE COMES 

EVEN IF 
WE STACT A 

: IT ALSO BUSINESS, ee 
WE'VE ONLY pe oe sone 

SAMURAI. 





’M NOT 
FALLING FOR 
THAT SAME 

TRICK | 
| OM 



SFX: 
Falling 

2 Z 

you 
GOTTA 
WATCH 

your STEP 
IN THE 
DARK. : THAT'S 

¢ WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU 
RUN IN 
PANIC. 



SFX: 
Gasping 



SSS RS hash noes 



SFX: 
Neck 

cracking 



\\y 
SOMEONE. \\\\ 
WHO MOVES |\ ‘ 
AS SLOW 
AS YOU 



Swoosh! 





HOW 
PATHETIC 

STILL CALL 
YOURSELF A 
SAMURAI? 



WE 
HAVE TO 
REGROUP 

WITH USHI’S 
UNIT. 

ENOUGHP 

T WON'T 
DESTROY fm 

YOu’LL 
COMMIT 
SEPPUKU 
LIKE A 

SAMURAI, 



CHAPTER 10 LOWER THAN A DOG 



NOW, CUT 
OPEN YOUR 
STOMACH 

LIKE A REAL 
SAMURAI. 

THIS IS THE 
MERCY OF A 
SAMURAI, 

SFX: 
Ching 



roe 
DELIVER 
THE COUP 
DE GRACE. 

I'LL HIT YOU 
IF YOU DO 
ANYTHING. 

W-WHAT 
ARE YOU 
PLANNING 
TO DOP 

THIS IS 

IT’S NOT 
EVERY DAY 
YOU SEE A 
SEPPUKU. 



132 





HE 
DEFI- 
NITELY 
HAS 

BALLS/ 

‘ily 

Nil 



I THINK, 
TLL PASS 
ON THE 
COUP DE 
6RACE. 

ALRIGHT! 
LET’S GO! 

APE YOU... 



SFX: 
Blood 

pouring 

SQUAD! 

ied IX 
ene TF | p-pAMN YaU! TARPS! = a ! 

paula THN I Witt Raunt 
rele eta i} yaurt wile 

|) CaNSIPER HAUNT YOU! 

yauUR- 
SELVES... 
HUMANP! 

| 





STOP 
WASTING 
TIME ON 
STUPID 
THINGS! 

ICHI, YOU 
BASTARD. 



THERE'S 
NO HARM 
IN DOING 
ALL THIS. 

WHY ARE 
YOU TAKING 
IT OUT ON 
HIM? HE 

DION’T DO 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT. 

I CAME TO 
CHECK ON 
YOU SINCE 
YOU WERE 
TAKING SO 

LONG. 

HE’S THE 
SAMURAI 
THAT TOR- 
MENTED 

YOU Guys, 

HE DION’T 
DO THAT 



BUT HE 
WAS SO 
CONDE- 
SCENDING 
WHEN HE 
TOLD US 

WE WERENT 4h 
SAMUPAIS/ 

USHI IS 
RIGHT , ICHI, 

WE SHOULON’T 
BE DOING 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS. 

THAT'S 
RIGHT. WE 
SHOULON’T 
BE DOING 
SOMETHING 

iS 

y-you 
KNOW, I 

DION’T THINK 



ESPECIALLY 
SINCE WE 

KILL PEOPLE, 

FORGET OUR 
DIENITY AS 
HUMANS. 

t 
WHEN WE NA 

GET BACK, we 
SHOULD LIGHT 
AN INCENSE 

STICK FOR THE 
DECEASED 
SAMURAI 

AS ALWAYS, 
USHIGOROU 

IS BEING REA- 
SONABLE. 

USHI! WHICH 
ONE OF US IS 
COWER THAN 



WHAT YOU’RE 
DOING IS SOME- 
THING A MAN 
SHOULON’T DO! 



p 

4 j is Gf] \\s YUU 

DESPITE 
ANYONE 
SAYING IT 
OUT LOUD, 
EVERYONE IN 
THE VILLAGE 
KNOWS IT. 

OF ALL THINGS, 
YOU'RE BEDDING 





BRING 



yOU GUYS 
TAKE ICHI 

WE 
SHOULDN'T 
BE SCUF- 

FLING 
RIGHT 
NOW. 



EVERY- 
ONE HAS 
A SECRET 

THEY 
CAN’T 
TALK 

ABOUT, 

TALK 
ABOUT IT 
LIKE YOU 

HAVE 
SOME 
IDEA. 

O-DON’T 
LET IT 
BOTHER 
you, 
USHI. 

WHAT DO 
YOU GUYS 
EVEN KNOW 

ABOUT 
MEP 



AREN'T 
BEATING 

THE FATTY 
UNLESS YOU 
PUT SOME 
EFFORT IN 



T HAVEN'T 
WONDER, SEEN HIM 
CONSIDER- AROUND 

THAT'S 
you NOT THE 

MAKE IT ISSUE 
SOUND LIKE HERE. 

IT’S MY 
FAULT! 

ANYWAY 
LET'S 

GET BACK 
TO THE 

TRAINING. 

SO, WHAT 
HAPPENED 

/}) (\ TO USHI- 
GOROUP 

FAULT FOR 
SAYING 

SFX: 
Smack! 



NOT 
PLAYING 

WITH 
SWORDS? ff 



YOU WON'T 
HAVE YOUR 
WAY WITH 

IS THERE A 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 

THOSE RO- 
NINS AND 

SATSUMA’'S 
SAMURAIS?P 

SO, WE 
WON'T 
GO OUT 
TONIGHT 
EITHER, 

SHIMADA- 

HAROLY 
ANY RONINS 
LEFT IN THE 
SHIBA RESI- 

OENCE, 

AS YOU 
KNOW, THE 
ONES YOU 
ATTACK ARE 
RONINS 
FOR HIRE. 



T WANTED 
TO WAIT 
FOR NEW 
RECRUITS, 

BUT, 
THAT 
SEEMS 
UKE IT 
WON'T 
HAPPEN. 

IN THE 
MEANTIME, FOR NOW 
YOU HAVE WE HAVE 
TO FOCLIS TO WAIT 
ON IMPROV- FOR THE 
ING YOUR RIGHT eee TIME, 
SKILLS, 

THING? 

IF WE GO 
AFTER THEM 
WITH OUR 
CURRENT 
NUMBERS, 

THEY'LL JUST 
KILL US 
INSTEAD, 

SO, WHEN 
DO WE 
SORTIEP 



SHIMADA- 
SAMA, T’M 
WONDERING 
HOW YOU 

COULO HAVE 
OONE THAT 
IN A BLINK 

REMEMBER 
THE MAN 
NAMED 

GYUUZOUP 
HE GOT INTO 
A FIGHT WITH 
ME AND YOU 

CUT HIM 

you 
COULON’T 
HAVE AT- 

TACKED HIM 
LIKE THAT IF 
YOBsHAO TO 
OBSERVE HIS 
Waves MOVEMENTS 

ST. 

THEN YOU 
ATTACKED HIM 
DIAGONALLY 
FROM THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF your 
SHOULDER 
AND KILLED 

HIM, 

WHILE 
PICKING THE 
MEMBERS 
FOR THE 
SQUAD, 

YES, NOW 
THAT YOU 
MENTION 

IT, 

HE TRIED 
TO PUNCH 
YOU WITH 

ANDO HIS RIGHT 
THEN YOU FIST AFTER 
CUT OFF = TURNING 
HIS RIGHT AROUND. 



IN THAT'S 
OTHER THE ART 
woORDS, OF IAI. 
THE ART 

OF DRAW- 
ING A 

Sworo, 

I'VE 
LEARNED 



SHIMADA- 



=. rr 
rr wae 

S 



YOU'RE > poe es WHAT'S 

DRENCHED ' : WRONGP 
IN A COLD : 
SWEAT, 

USHIGOROU. 



ey YOU, 
SHIMADA- 

AFTER 
DRAWING ¥ 

your Sworo, |- 
YOU CUT ME 
FROM THE 

RIGHT LIP TO 
MY HEAD IN 
ONE STROKE. 

DIRECTED 
MY KILLING 
BLOOD LUST 
TOWARDS 

you, 

you 

HAVE TO 

LEARN HOW ! 
TOoereND |, | IT’S EASY 
AGAINST IT | 5 i ONCE YOU ANO LEAGN | : KNOW HOW 

OP RATHER,  COUNTED- Mapai es , WILL ATTACK YOUHAVE TO. ATTACK, 
FORESTALL 

WHAT'S GOING 
TO COME ANDO 
ATTACK BEFORE 
YOUR ENEMY 

DOES. 



THE FIGHT 
BETWEEN 

EXPERIENCED 
WARRIORS 

BOILS DOWN 
TO WHO CAN 
READ HIS 
OPPONENT 
BETTER. 

THAT BEING 
SAIO, T CAN'T 
EVEN THINK 

OF A WAY TO 
TRAIN FOR 

THAT. 

THOSE 
i WHO AREN’T 

NATURALLY 
WELL BUILT 
WON'T BE 

ABLE TO DO 
IT REGARD- 

you 
AREN'T 

SUPPOSED 
TO PRE- 

BuTTO PICT, 
READ THE 
ENEMY’S 
INTENTION 
TO KILL 
YOU. 

YOU ARE 
MUSCULAR, 



KILL 
AS MANY 
PEOPLE 
AS YOU 

er AT SOME 
comet POINT, AFTER 

Md KILLING SOME- 
ONE, YOU'LL GO 
TO BED AS IF 
NOTHING HAD 

IN FACT, HAPPENED. 

YOU'LL SLEEP 
AS IF YOU 

WERE KILLED 
INSTEAD. 

you 
HAVE TO 

CUT DOWN 
A LOT OF 
PEOPLE. 

AFTER 
A WHILE, 

YOU WON'T 
REMEMBER 

youeven NOW MANY 
FORGET 

ABOUT THE EEE 
PEOPLE 
YOU'VE 

your 
BODY WILL 
REMEMBER 
IT ALL ON 

ITS OWN BY 
THEN. 

OF 
COURSE, 
lF YOU 
SURVIVE 
UNTIL 
THEN. 



MAKE SURE 
YOU DON’T 
Ol€ UNTIL 
THEN, 



CHAPTER 11 COMB AND A HAND 



OH MY, 
IT’S USHI- 
GOROU- 
SAMA. 

IT'S VERY TLIN: 
POPULAR : Raden is a 
IN KYOTO lacquerware 

AND NEARBY technique. 
CITIES. AND 
NOW IT’‘S A 
RARE ITEM 



WILL yOu 
BE ABLE 

@)| 
1 15 11 Md 

SHOULO I 
WRAP IT 

ueP 

IS THAT 
A PRESENT 
FOR THE 
PERSON Z 
yOu 

CHERISH? \ 

: AS YOU 
THAT'S CAN SEE, 

IT'S A VERY 
EXTeRAV- 

IS THIS 
ENOUGH?P 

POSSESSING 
SUCH A RARE 
GEM WILL 

MAKE A FINE 
SAMURAI LIKE 
YOURSELF 
EVEN MORE 
RESPECT- 



I’M SURE 
AH, T’M SO (T WILL ALL 
JEALOUS. Sh f GO THE WAY 

YOU WANT, 



I WONDER 
IF THEY TAKE 
THIS ALL FOR 
GRANTED 

BECAUSE THE 
ROBBERIES 

AND ASSAULTS 
HAPPEN AT 

IT’S LIKE 
A COM- 
PLETELY 

DIFFERENT 
TOWN AT 
NIGHT, 

PLACE IS 
SO LIVELY 
DURING 
DAYTIME. 



WHAT 

sx | Be You 
trum | “DOING 

HEPEP 

SO I’M 
THE { STROLLING 1eLS 

WEREN'T 
READY 
YET... 

I’M NOT 
HIDING 

ANYTHING. 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE? 

THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 

GOING THE 
WAY I’M 
GOING/ 

WHY 
THE HELL 



I’M ALSO 
HEADED TO 
IMURAYA. 





YOu witt 
FORFEIT 

YOUR LIFE. 



KNOW IF 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THAT 
WALKS IN, 
TLL PAY 
YOU EVEN 

THEY'RE 
WEALTHY 
DESPITE 
BEING 
PEAS- 



SHUT UP, 
YOU (010T. y= 
T’LL DAMN S 
KILE YOU. os N 

pone THERE ARE 
WHERE TO SEVERAL 

|) “AeOuND 
HERE, 

HEY, DON’T 
YOU KNOW 
ANYTHING? 



NOTHING. 

WANDERING 



youe I DON'T 

ACTIONS 
VIOLATE 
THE CHAIN 
OF COM- 
MAND. 

I FORGOT 
THAT I HAD 

STUPID COM- 
RADES THAT 
DESPITE THEIC 
HARD EFFORTS 

DON’T GET 
RESULTS, 

THERE HAVE 
a\ BEEN RUMORS 

K\ “\ GOING AROLIND 
THAT YOU'VE 

% BEEN ASKING 
ABOUT THEM AT 

SO MANY 
BROTHELS/ 

IT’S NOT 

HOW MANY 
TIMES DO I 

. HAVE TO 

yOu... WATCH 
yOUR TONGUES 

WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING 

TO AGE 
PLISH 

zl 



YOU'RE JUST 
A GREENHORN 
WHO'S AFRAID 
OF TARNISHING 
YOUR HONOR. 

PULLING STOP IT, 
you 

FOOL/ 

SFX: 
Clack! 

T HIGHLY 
REGARD 
your 

COURAGE 
AND SKILL 

ASA 
SWORDS; i 



IF yOu 
STAY ON 
THIS PATH, 
YOU'LL 
BE ALL 
ALONE. 

HOWEVER, 
» YOUR SELFISH 

HAS 

PERSONALITY 
THAT REJECTS 
ANYONE ELSE 
AND DOING 
ONLY WHAT 

MADE you YOU WANT 

FORGET 
WHAT LIES 
AHEAD. 

TO DO 

T WANT 
TO AVOID 
4 SECOND 

TLIN: The 
Teradaya 
Incident 
was an 
internal 
conflict 
within 

Satsuma 
where pro- 
imperial 
loyalists 

attempted 
an insur- 
gency in 
Kyoto 

q against the 
will oF the 
Satsuma 
Daimyo. 
The inci- 

dent ended 
with the 
death of 
many in- 

surgents 
and the 

surrender 
of the 

remaining 
rebels. 





oh 

ve 

DON’T TeLL \/' 
ME YOU 

GOUGHT IT 

JUST 
KIDDING. 

YOU'RE 
GIVING 
THAT TO 
CHIYO- 
SAN, 

RIGHTP 

IF YOU 
OON’T DO 
ANYTHING, 



DOESN'T |i , DOES 
MATTER. ae |S SHE LOVE 
POUR ME a) 
MORE 
SAKE. 

WHAT 
KINO OF 
PERSON 

T RESEM- 
BLE HER, 
DON’T IP 



LIKE 
CHIYO- 
SAN, 

RIGHTP 

OF ME AS 
CHIYO-SAN 
ANO MAKE 
LOVE TO 

MEP 





THINK OF 
YOU AS 



I’M NOT 
DOING THIS ¥ 
BECAUSE I 
WANT TO/ 

ANO SEE 
MOTHEP 
AND 

FATHER. 

THAT’S 
AWFUL, 
USHI- 

GOROU- 

YOU'RE 



KEEP 
SPREADING 
yOuR LEES 
OPEN UNTIL 
YOU DIE 
HERES 

I OID IT 
AGAIN... 



THIS IS 
AMAZING, 
UMEKICHI- 

OF 
COURSE! 

WHY ARE JUST WAIT 
[ YOU SITTING Ses 



EVERYONE 
IS HERE. 
ALRIGHT, 
LET’S GO. 

LOOKING 
FORWARD 

4 TO YOUR., 

THERE 
ISN’T MUCH 
TIME TILL 
CURFEW. 

SHUT LP! 
DOING IT 

WITH TAMA 
1S MY@LIFE’S 

HAHAHA, PURROSE! 
PRETTY 
HONEST, 
AREN'T 
Wwe? 

WE AREN'T 
KIOS. WHY 

DO WE HAVE 
TO GO ALL 
TOGETHER, 
HOLDING 

HOW MULCH 
STAMINA 

DOES YOUR 
DICK HAVE? 
HOW LONG 
HAVE, YOU 

BEENIELICKING 
Pp 

SFX: 
Staring 



SFX: L fe 

\ 

I'M NOT 
HERE TO 
HAVE FUN 
TONIGHT, ki 

A GROUP 
JUST LEFT 
THIS PLACE, 
THE WOMEN 

ARE ALL 
FREE NOW. 

WEALTHY 
PEAS- 
ANTS. 



YES, 
OF COURSE. 
THEN, WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
HAVE HER, 
TIMUDA- 
SAMAP 

HANG 
AROUND 
A BIT, = 
THEN, ;See 

OH, RIGHT... 
IS SONO 

DOING WELL 
TONIGHT?P 



pO 
YOU HATE 
POURING 
SAKE FOR 
ME THAT 
MUCHP 

SOME- THAT'S 
THING NOT IT. 

SOMETHING REALLY 
IRRITATING 
HAPPENED 

THERE'S 
THIS SAMU- 
RAI THAT 

BOUGHT ME 
TODAY... 



SO THAT'S 
WHY YOLI2 
EYES APE 
SWOLLEN. 

PLEASE 
PON T TEASE 

EVEN 
THOLIGH 

THEY CARRY 
SWORDS, 

THEY BEHA 

IT’S NOT 
JUST HIM. 

|. THE GROUP 

HE 
MIGHT BE 
WEALTHY 

(NE A FINE 
HAOeI, BUT HE SAYS 
IT CEALLY THAT HE’S 
DOESN'T 4 SAMURAI, 
FIT HIM. Ht, BUT HE 

ABSOLUTELY 
DOESN‘T 

SPEAK LIKE 
ONE. 



WITHOUT 
A OOUBT, 

THEY'RE THE 
HANDS OF A 
PEASANT. 

OF THAT 
PEASANT 
SAMURAIP 

T CAN 
TELL IT BY 
LOOKING AT 
THEIR HANDS. 
THOSE ARE 

THE HANOS OF 
SOMEONE 

THAT WORKED 
IN THE 
FIELDS. 



Banner: One Strike One Kill 
Helmet: Ushi 

CHAPTER 12 MEETING 



‘SUP, WE'RE 
HERE AGAIN, 
OLD MAN. 

SFX: 
Chomp 



SHE 
ALREADY 
HAS AN 

APPOINT- fea 

ANYWAY, 
YOU SHOULD 
HAVE SOME 
SAKE AND 
FOOD WHILE 
YOU WAIT 
FOR HER. 

Ww- 

WHERE IS 

TLE 
CALL HER 
AS SOON 
AS SHE'S 
FREE... 



THEY 
SEEM TO 
BE VERY 

ARROGANT 
AND SPEND 
MONEY 
WILOLY. 

THERE'S 
NO MISTAKE, 
THEY'RE THE 
PEASANT 

GUERRILLAS, 

FOUR 
PORTIONS 
OF GRILLED 
RICE CAKE 

ACCORDING 
TO THE 
BOSS OF 
TMURAYA, 
THERE APE 

PEOPLE WHO 
LOOK LIKE 
SAMURAIS, 
BUT ACT 

LIKE PEAS- 

FURTHERMORE, 
THEY ONLY 

COME TO THE 
STORE THE 
DAY AFTER A 
SNEAK ATTACK 

HAPPENS. 



PEASANTS. 
A LESSON’ 

HE OION’T 
HEED US AND 
WENT OUT 
BY HIMSELF 
TO DOHIS 
OWN INVES- 
TIGATING. 

WHEN THE 
PEASANT 

VISIT THE 
STORE, 
HE’LL 
NOTIFY 

us. 

SPEAKING 
OF WHICH, 
WHERE'S 
IMUDAP 

I TOLD 
THE SHOP 
OWNER TO 
KEEP HIS 
EYES 
OPEN. 

FIRST 
WE HAVE 

TO LOCATE 
THEIR HEAD- 
QUARTERS. 
WE HAVE TO 
FIGURE OUT 
WHO'S MA- 
NIPLILATING 
THOSE 

THEY 
HAVEN'T 

BEEN ACTIVE 
LATELY. 
I DOUBT 

THEY'LL DO 
ANYTHING 
TODAY 
EITHER. 

KAIEDA- 
DONO, 

WHEN THEY 
VISIT THE 

STORE, LET’S 
MASSACRE 
THEM ALL/ 

WE MUSTN'T 
RUSH THIS, 

LET THEM GO 



I eeigeo 
THE BOSS 
OF IMU- 
RAYA, 

MATCHING 
THAT DE- 
SCRIPTION 





YQU’RE 
KILLING 

J SFX: 
Trembling 

SFX: 
Thump, 
thump. 

SFX: 
Burning 



SFX: 
Gare 

201 

M- 

MOANING 
LIKE THAT.., 
YOU LITTLE 

BITCH! 

SFX: 
Smack, 
smack, 
smack 



SFX: 
Smack, 
wham! 

COVED! 

Ze 

LLL: 

VU LLM LY tb hb, 

laa 

ALLUSLE i 

SFX: 
Uuuhhh 

SFX: 
Hiiiinnn... 

HE... WAS 
GLARING 
AT ME... 



| 6 ALRIGHT, - TAIL 3 es T WON'T Be tHose E ee EIGHT MEN 
CSN Two AS WENT INTO o pode ; weil. fe THE STORE, 

BUT TWO 
LEFT FAIRLY 
QUICKLY. 

sie! 

Se 

THE 
BE REST WILL OKADA-KUN, 

PREPARED SPREAO TAKE A FEW 
OUST IN } OUT ANDO MEN WITH YOU 
CASE AND GO AFTER THERE awh Sar ae SOMETHING fen y THOSE TWO. 

THE CHANCE 
THAT WE WEONE: 
CAN’T TAIL 
THEM, SO 
WE'LL HAVE 
TO APPRE- 
HEND THEM 



THEY 
WERE HERE 
A MOMENT 
AGO, WHERE 

DID THEY 
GO? 

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 

WANDERING 
APOLUND 

WITHOUT THE 

(| APPROVAL OF 
A SUPERIOR 
OFFICER IS 
AGAINST 

THE RULES, 
ISN'T ITP 

YOU GOING 
TO SEE 

THEY'LL 
FILL THE 

BOAT WITH 
SHIT AND 

Sr. 

4 WHERE DID 

WASABHROU 
AND CHIYO- 

MATSU 
60P 

THEY WENT 
TO CHECK 
OUT SOME 
BOATS, 

IT 
SHOULON’T 
BE A PROB- 
LEM IF THEY 
REMAIN IN 

THE CITY AND 
GET BACK 

IN TIME. 



GET SOME 
FRESH AIR 

BEFORE YOU 
POLLUTE THE 
ATMOSPHERE 

IN HERE. 

SONO IS A 
PROSTITUTE. 
OF COURSE 
SHE'S GOING 
TO SLEEP 

WITH ANOTH- 

SONO IS... 
ENTER- 
TAINING 
ANOTHER 

Is 
BRO USHI 
GONNA 8E 
ALRIGHT? 



ANO + SS, Co YOU WANT AN ne: EIGHT RYO ie FOR THIS — = 
RUNCOWN — i BOATP : 

THAT'S 
WHY WE'LL 
Buy TWO BUT DION’T OF THEM, YOU SAY WE 
SO THE SHOULD GET 

SHOPKEEPER A BIGGER 
WON'T = 

see us |] SCAT, WASA 

OVER, 

WASABLROU, 
THAT WAY 
WE CAN DO 
IT EASILY. 

TRY OUT 
THE BOAT, 

WHAT? 
THIS. ISN’T 

NEWwP 

WHATEVER. 
I SUPPOSE 
ONE BOAT’S 
LOAD IS 

ABOUT THE 
PROFIT YOU 
GET FROM 
ONE HEC- 

ON ONE 
BOAT YOU 
CAN FIT 16 

UNITS, WHILE 
ON TWO 

BOATS YOU 
CAN FIT 32 



EVEN 
THOUGH 

YOU'RE THE 
YOUNGEST 
CHILD, YOU 
CAN GET 

YOURSELF A 
WIFE AND 
START A 
FAMILY. 

I’M AL- 
READY § 
FEELING 
PRETTY 
SHY. E 

TALKED WITH 
A SAMURAI 

RESIDENCE IN 
KANDA. THEIe 
SHIT WILL BE 
VERY PROF- 
ITABLE TO 

SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
REALLY 
PRETTY. 

WITH THIS, 
WE CAN GO 

FROM EDO TO 
OUR VILLAGE 
IN ONE DAY 
AND RETURN. 
IN TEN DAYS 

_) WE CAN MAKE 

THEN TLL 
INTRODUCE 
YOU TO THE 
OAUGHTER 

OF AN 
ACQUAIN- 

IT’S THEM, 
RIGHTP 



SFX: 
Gulping 

208 



GO BUY 
A SILK 

ARE YOU GARMENT 
LISTENING? WITH 

Tas 

209 



HE APPEARS 
TO BE ALONE, 
MAYBE HE'S 
HERE TO 

HAVE FLIN? 

I'VE SEEN 
HIM HERE 

BEFORE. HE 

WAS WITH 
SATSLUMA.., 
T WONDE? 
IF THERE’LL 

BEA 

Qh | PeoeLeM, 

NO... THEY 
ALWAYS 
GO BACK 

TOGETHER... 

MAYBE 

HE'S JUST 
GUARDING?- 

IS THAT 
MIOGET : 
PLANNING HE’S ONE 

TOGO OF THE 

BACK GUERRILLA 
ALONE? || PEASANTS. 



YOU'RE 
RIGHT. YOU 
KNOW THESE 
STREETS 

INSIDE AND 
OUT, T’LL 

LEAVE IT 

7 S-SIR! 
SOMEONE 
CAME OUT, 

SFX: 
Step 

STAND OUT 
WITH THIS 

MANY PEOPLE. 
KAIEDA-DONO

, 

PLEASE LEAVE 
THE SURVEIL- 
LANCE TO ME. 



SFX: [a 
Thud 







SFX: | HE DION’T 
Gare] = MENTION 

ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE 
SAMURAI 
THAT JUST 
CAME OUI. 

LET THE 
TELL OUR 
COMRADES WHAT DO 

TO BE WE DO, 
READY TO 
STORM IN 
AT ANY 
MOMENT. 



you 
BETTER 

NOT MAKE 
ANY FUNNY 
MOVES 



YOU'RE 



YOU'VE 
BROUGHT 
THIS ALL 
UPON 
your- 

HOW DO 
YOU FEEL 

WHICH sf YOU HAVE 
MEANS, : “i. ‘ee LASHED 

THAT YOU : SAV 2 OUT AT 
ACTUALLY fe = SONO... 
FEEL THE eo 
OPPOSITE. 



TRYING 
TO DOP 

I 
MUSTN'T 

GET 
TEMPTED... 



WHAT IS 
IMUDA 
TALKING 
ABOUT 

WITH THAT 
PEASANT 
GUERPIL- 

LAP 





I CAN 
CLEARLY 
SEE HIS 
BLOOD 
LUST/ 

—— 
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