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CHAPTER 1: 

A STRUGGLE TO THE DEATH IN 90 METERS 



THERE IS NO ONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE. 

ROMANS 3:10 

WE’RE 
TAKING AWAY 
YOUR FORTUNE 
IN ORDER TO 
REBUILD OUR 
GREAT NATION! 

WE ARE 
PATRIOTS 

LOYAL TO THE 



SO THEY 
HAVE 4 fein 
ORUSTO | THE CITY 
BE DONE GUARDS 

OF THE 
TOKUGAWA 
SHOGUNATE 

ARE ON 
THEIR WAY. 



THE LAST DAYS OF THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE. THE ORDER 
IN EDO WAS VANISHING, AND THE CITY WAS ENGULFED IN 

ANXIETY. SATGOU TAKAMORI OF THE SATSUMA DOMAIN, WHO 
PLANNED TO STIR UNREST, ORDERED HIS LOYAL WARRIORS 

TO TEAM UP WITH THE CONSPIRATORS AND COMMIT ACTS OF 
TERROR SUCH AS ARSON, ROBBERIES AND RANDOM 

KILLINGS. THE CITIZENS OF EOO WHO WERE AFFECTED BY 
THESE “ACTS OF TERROR” WERE TREMBLING IN FEAR. 

TONIGHT 

TOION’T ff WAS My 
exeecT it esr 
TO BE THIS PARTICI- 

BRUTAL. PATING 
IN THIS. 



UNLIKE IN YOSHIWARA, 
THE WOMEN THERE ARE 
FINER ANO KNOW THEI 
PLACES. 

AFTER WE RETURN TO THE 

YOU'LL FEEL RELIEVED AFTER SHAGGING 
THOSE WOMEN. 

THERE 
CAN'T BE ANY NOBLE INTENTIONS V// @EHINO THESE ACTS OF ROBBERIES BRUTALITY... if) AND ARSONS... 

HOW ABE THESE RELATED TO OUR CAUSE? 

Is THIS WHAT 
A SAMUPAL 
WHO PURGES BACBARTANS 
FROM THIS LAND DOES? 
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EVEN IF YOU FAIL, 
YOU WILL RECEIVE 
300 MON*. THOSE 
WHO PASS WILL 
GET 3000 MON 

IN AOVANCE, 
AND TWO GOLD 
AFTERWARDS. 

WE'LL BEGIN 
WITH THE 
EXAM... OH, 

BEFORE THAT, 
I’M SURE YOU 

HAVE HEARD THIS 
FROM THE 
VILLAGE 
OFFICER... 

ALRIGHT, 
EVERYONE 

HAS 
GATHERED 

up, 



ANYWAY, 
00 your 

BEST, 

SSS = 
ty 
Hy 

OF ALL, 
LINE uP 
IN TWO 
GROUPS. 

WOAH! 
WHAT ARE 
WE GOING 
TO 00 WITH 
THAT BAG OF 
RICE, BRO 



WHAT 
SHOULD 
WE DOP 

MANAGE TO 
PUT THE BAG 
INTO THIS. 

CIRCLE FIRST 
WILL PASS. 

WHEN 
ARE WE 
GETTING 
PAIDP 

KICHIP 

yOu WILL 
CARRY THOSE 
RICE BAGS, 

TURN AROUND 
THAT TREE 

AND 
RETURN. 



PEOPLE 
HERE CAN 
LIFT uP 

TO 18O K6. 

THEY APE 
au Famous || HAVE WELL 

IN THEIR TRAINED 
VILLAGES BODIES. 

FOR 
EXERCISING 

WITH 
STRENGTH 
STONES. 



ARE THE 
FIRST 
ONES 
READY?P 

SOUNDS 
FUN. 

I BET ON 

OROP THE a0 fi 
BAG BEFORE 

GROUND. 

HEY, 
WANNA 
BET 
your al, 
LUNCH? 
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THEY'RE |. 
STAE- KAS 



F YOU 
START RUNNING 

YOUR BRAIN, 
YOU WILL 
COLLAPSE 
HALFWAY. 



yOu WILL 
SPRINT 
WITH ALL 

YOU TURN 
AROUND 
THE TREE. 

I SAID, 

1 SAY! 

you can’t bw 
WIN WITH BS 

RAW SS = STRENGTH. 

IT’S 
ONLY 

FEASIGLE 
AT FIRST 
GLANCE. 

THERE’S 
NOBODY 
THAT CAN 
RUN AO 
METERS 
WITH A 
BAG OF 
RICE ON 
THEI 

SHOULDERS. 
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e 
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HE'S 
FINALLY 
GOING TO 
LEAVE THE 
FATSO 
BEHIND, 

EITHER 
WAY, WITH 

THAT 
MUCH GAP, 
WE KNOW 
WHO WILL 
WIN THIS... 

WOULON'T 
KNOW HOW 
HARD THIS 
IS UNTIL 
YOU RUN 
YOURSELF, 

EVEN 
MIKISUKE 

1S GETTING | 
SLOWER 

MIKISUKE 
Is 

RUNNING 
FASTER. 





vS 

1A 
THAT 

GUY GAVE 
HIM THE 
ADVICE. 



FAITH IN 
MY FEET, 
BUT I 

SHOULD 
JUST LET 
HIM PASS 



RUNNER. 

HAVE TO 
CLOSE 
THE GAP! 





WITHSTAND 
THAT, 



IN 
THAT CASE, 
I HAVE TO 
CHANGE MY 

TACTIC/ 

SHIT, 
HE IS... 
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AND I SAID 
NOT TO DROP 
THE BAG UNTIL 
YOU PUT IT 
INTO THE 

THE FIRST 
PERSON TO 

TURN AROLINO 
THE TREE AND 
PUT THE BAG 
INTO THE 

CIRCLE WINS. 

you 
HAVE A 
POINT. 
OKAY, 

YOU ARE 
THE WIN- 

BUT 
DOING IT 
LIKE THIS? 

YOU HAVE 
PUT THE BAG 

ON THE 
GROUND 
BEFORE 

PUTTING IT 
INTO THE 



WHAT'S 
WRONG? 

GET 
MOVING. 
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GET THE 
FORMALITIES 
OONE OVER 

WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING 
FOR? YOU 

WON 

w
t
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I HAVE MY 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES, 
AS WELL. 



ay te 
GPG,” 

OF YOU... 

I’Le KILe 
¥OUS 
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WHY ARE 
YOU JUST 
STANDING 
THEREP 



THIS 
HAPPENS 
WHEN A 
PEASANT 
OEFIES 

4 SAMURAT. 





CMPTER? WHAT I'M MISSING 



NO MATTER 
1 HOW MANY 

ANO AFTEe =A WY; ] NOTHENG | JSOWLS OF THIS 
THE LANO TAX, Lt . or LIGHT eIce 
WE APE LEFT! = i . pi 2t eS I CAN 00, PORRIDGE 

Fi y USHI, WE 7 WITH NOTHING. h . KEEP HAVING I EAT, I’M NOT 

ABAD CROP. 

| GIVE ME 
ANOTHER 



BESIDES, 
BROTHER, 

WHEN YOU'RE 

SERVING 
A SAMURAT! 

I TOLD you 
T DON’T KNOW. 

THEN, 
YOU SHOULD 
PASS ON 

WELL, IT 
DOESN'T SIT 
WELL WITH 

ME TO WORK 
(UNDER A COCKY 

SAMURAT, 
YOU KNOW HOW 
MUCH I HATE 

THEM, 





UHEHE. 
I'VE NO OTHER 
CHOICE IF 

YOU ASK ME, 
CHIYO-CHAN. 

Tw 
PREPARE 
FOOD FOR 

you. 

ll 
é, 

TAKE CARE 
OF MY 

BROTHER. 

EVERYTHING 
IS OKAY, 

YONEKICHI- 
f SAN. 

BRO, 
CHIYO-CHAN 
IS REALLY 

CUTE, 
ISN'T SHEP 



APPARENTLY 
HE MADE THE 
PEOPLE CARRY 

BAGS OR 
SOMETHING. 

ALSO GOT 
EMPLOYED 

8Y THE 
SAMURAT 
CALLED 

SHIMADA- 

WHAT ELSEP 
OIO HE GATHER 
THE PEASANTS 

AT THE 
KAMIKOIWA 

YOU'RE 
CARRYING 
LUGGAGE, 
ARE YOU 



SOUNOS 
SUSPICIOUS, 

ur... 

IT WASN'T 
NECESSARY 
TO KILL HIM... 

I'VE HEARD 
THAT HE 

GOT KILLED. 

PAYING 

A SHIT TON 
FOR THIS... 
IT CAN'T 
BE JUST A 
Lagor Joe. R 

OH YEAH. 
I FELT SORRY 
FOR GYUUZOU 
WHO GOT 
SLASHED. 

OLINNO, 
QUT THAT 
SHIMADA 

6uY... 
WHAT 

90 You 
MEAN BY 
SUSPI- 
cIOus? 

WHAT DO 

WHAT IS HE 
PLANNING 
FOR US 

PEASANTS 
TO DOP 

BA YOU THINK? f~ y 



NO MATTER 
HOW HARD 
A PEASANT 
WORKS, ‘ 

HE CAN'T DEFY BRN 
ASAMURAT. 
THAT'S HOW Be 

WE ALL 
WOULON‘T 

LOSE TO THE 
STRONGEST 
SAMUPAIS 

RS 

BESIDE 
THE POINT. 

THAT 
AIN’T OKAY, 
BRO USHI! 



THE AI2 
IS SURE 

NICE IN THE 
COUNTRY- 

SIOE. 



CAN WE REACH 
SHIMOUSA’S 
SAKURA BY 
FOLLOWING 
THIS WAY? 

DON'T STRAY 
NN FROM THE ROAD 

MIDWAY AND 

I HOPE 
YOU DON’T ff 
TAKE IT THE 
WRONG WAy. 

YES, MILORD. 
YOU HAVE 
TO 6O 

THIS WAY. 

YOU'RE VERY 
HOSPITAGLE 
PEASANTS. 

OON’T HAVE 
ANYTHING 
DECENT TO 





IF YOU 
OISRESPECT 
your LORD, 

T'LL SLASH YOU. 

UESUGI-SAMA. 
E WILL BE LATI 
IF WE OON’T 
GET GOING. 



ferszou. YOU BASTARDSIG/®{. | 
Zi 7 OSy | 



ALRIGHT. 4 THAT'S 
I’M IM- NSS 

PRESSED! fT : a ACL OF 

STAND UP \ 
AND ANSWER \ T'LL READ OLIT 
WHEN I CALL YOUR NAME 
YOU OUT. ; ANO VILLAGE, 

THEN. 



KANAMACHT rey 
VILLAGE, ps RIHACHT. ij. SHINPET. 

SHISHIHONE 
VILLAGE, 

YONEKICHTI. VILLAGE, 
ICHIZOU. 



OOSONE 

AND 
THIS IS 
WADA 

ROKUROU- 
DONO. 

TOGASAKI 

HIGASHI- 
ICHINOE 
VILLAGE, 

THAT'S 



DURING YOUR 
EMPLOYMENT, 
IT’S PROHI- 

BITED TO LEAVE 
THIS RESI- 

DENCE WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 

TUL 
EXPLAIN 

WHAT THIS 
BACK TO 
BUSINESS. 

TLL SAY 
THIS FROM 

THE BEGINNING. 
DON'T EXPECT 
TO RETURN 
HOME FOR 

ABOUT THREE 
IF IT MONTHS. 

TAKES LONGER, 
WE WILL COM- 
PENSATE YOU 
FOR EACH DAy, 



PEOPLE CALL THIS IS RIGHT NOW, 
THESE ACTS THE WORK OF THE INNER CITY 
TERROR" AND THE WARRIORS OF E00 1S 
THEY CAUSE OF SATSUMA SUBJECT TO 

OOMAIN ANDO 7x RAMPANT ARSON, 
THE RONINS ROBBERIES 
THEY HAVE ANO RANDOM 

HIRED. KILLINGS. 
THE PUBLIC 
ORDER IS IN 

Ny) A BAD STATE. 
y 

TRYING TO 
OVERTHROW 
THE GOVERN- 

MENT. 

ALTHOUGH I'VE IT'S 
PEACEFUL HEARD 
IN THE OF THIS. 

COUNTeY- 
SIDE. 

TO 
STRIKE 

eITHEM DOWN 
\W] AND BRING 

OUSTICE. 

WE 
WILL FIGHT 
AGAINST 

THE 
SAMURAT... 



NO NEED 
TO BE 

WORRIED 
ABOUT 
THAT. 

WE'RE AN 
OFFICIAL 
SQUADRON 
RECOGNIZED 

BY THE 
SHOGLNATE. 

you, 
THE SHORT 

IF PEASANTS 
LIKE US. 
ATTACK 

SAMURAIS, 

WILL BE 
EXECUTED, 
THOUGH. 





THE y 
GOVERNOR p ALTHOUGH 

HAS HIGH YOU'RE JUST 

EXPECTA- PEASANTS, 
YOUR UNUSUAL 

TIONS : STRENGTH IS 
ORTON: PROMISING. 

you WILL 
BECOME 
AREAL 

SAMURAT. 

TLL LET 
I WON'T 

FORCEFULLY Weenie: 
EMPLOY ANY 
COWARDS 

WHO REJECT 
THIS JOB 

DESPITE SUCH 
FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS. 



REAL 
SAMURATS, 



YOU'RE 
DIsS- 

MISSED. 

, THAT'S 
ALL? 

THE T'LL ACCOM- 
FOOD IS PANY YOU 

TO your 
QUARTERS. 

GATHER \ 
UP HERE 
ATE AM. 

BEFORE THE 
DAYBREAK. 

I'VE BEEN 
ORDERED TO 
SERVE HIM. 
MY NAME IS 
YOKICHI 
CHULIMON. 



bt 

i 

T'VE MADE ai, YOUCAN 
ENOUGH EAT AS 

so... 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GUYS 

ARE YOU 
ACCEPTING 
THIS JOB, 
SHINPEIP 



COULO ANYONE 



WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
USHIP 

S 

THOSE WHY 
YEAH... SAMURATS 1 ARE THEY YOU HAVE SOINT | MAKING US 
A POINT. | PEASANTS 

YET, THEY 
MAKE PEOPLE 
WHO DO THIS 
A SAMURATP 

BESIDES, 
T CAN'T ‘ HAVE YOU 
TOUST j SEEN THE LOOK 

HIM, 

BUT MY 
GUT FEELING 
IS HAROLY 

SHIMADA 
Liy’S FACEP 



IOIOT LIKE 
YOU BECOMES 
A SAMURATP 

BRO, 
YOU'RE 

THINKING AS MUCH AS 
YOU WANT, a 

EVERYONE 
IS AGREEING 

WITH ME. 

YOU'RE 
THE ONLY 
IOIOT HERE. 







THE DANGEROUS 
ONES ARE THOSE 
WHO GRASP THE 
WHOLE PICTURE 

AND STAND 
ON THE TOP. 

TLL 
ATTAIN 
WHAT T’M 
MISSING... 





PARTICI- 
PATING 
IN THIS. 

WEREN'T YOU 
GOING TO 
RUN AWAY 
FROM THIS? 





EVERYONE 
TAKE ONE OF 
THE SWORDS 
AND WEAR IT 
AROUND YOUR 
HIPS LIKE I 00, 
SO THE EDGE 
POINTS TO THE 

GROUND. 



Pay HOLO THE 
a CABBARD WITH CLOSE 

q [your Lert HAND pray ATTENTION | EY Fiest, GOOD. 
WE'LL PRAC- 
TICE HOW TO 
SHEATHE AND 
UNSHEATHE 
THE BLADE, 



ONE, 
YOU HOLD 

THE SWORD, 

1 

YOUR TURN. 
DO IT. 

OUT A 
LITTLE, 

OR YOU'LL 
HURT EACH 



HEAVIER 
THAN I 

THOUGHT, 



TERM 
INTENSIVE 

YES, I'VE LETHAL 
READ IT, TRAINING 

GUIDE- 
LINE," |f al * 

HL 

| if 
= AUUveait RUD 

KATSU-SAMA, 
AS YOU HAVE 
REQUESTED, 

THIS TRAINING 
PROGRAM IS 

GEARED TOWARDS 
THEIR GROWTH 

IF THEY 
PRACTICE 
FOLLOWING 

THIS GUIDELINE, 
I’M POSITIVE 

THAT EVEN THOSE 
AMATEURS SHOULD 

BE ABLE TO 
FIGHT WITH 
A Sworo, 



SET FOOT IN 
40000 ANDO 
WHO DOESN'T 
KNOW THE ART 
OF THE SWORD 
COULON’T HAVE 

WRITTEN 
THIS, 

Ge Zi, 

SA 
inn 

RESIDING 
AT THE UTSU 
FAMILY'S 
RESIDENCE 

THAT YOU HAVE SSS Bh / 
PROVIDED a. 7G 

IN THE ] 
SHIROGANE 7 

VILLAGE, 

ON your 
SIDE, YOU THE 

cotame || PEASANT'S 
pROmtse OF || MORALE IS 
THE STATUS EXCEPTION- 
OF THE SA- 
MURAT AND 
AN ExORGI- 

DAY! 

FRONTAL SLASH WITH BOTH HANDS 

THIS IS AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
WORK, EVEN FOR 
VETERAN SOL- 
OIERS OF THE 
SHINSENGUMI 
SUCH AS YOU 

TWO, SHIMADA- 
KUN ANDO 

WADA-KUN, 

Wl s0, 
WHEN ARE 

YOU START- 
ING THE 

TRAINING, 
SHIMADA- 

KUN? 



RS es EVENS 
SSD Pan 

wate Ee Romy 1 
SLASH FM Fie un: Mun 2 ms SHOW YOU THE 
WHERE You [=u pe ipa Spall ep “3S FRONTAL SLASH 
pot el WITH BOTH 

: \ HANDS Now. 

OVER YOUR HEAD. 
WHEN YoU HOLD 

IT ALOFT, You HOLD 
THE HANDLE TIGHTLY 

WITH BOTH OF 
YOUR HANDS. 





Im fi 
PRACTICING J f 

MURDERER. 



THERE 
HAS BEEN 

a i" FREQUENT 
IT’S | im ROBBERIES, 

ASSUMED, |} p ARSONS 
THAT SAT- : NY AND @AN- 

os THE a? OOM KILL- 
~ ING IN 

TICALLY THE CITY 
THE : : TERROR” OF E00... 
UNIT : 

youree jf} : 
TRAINING |f . by 
WILL BE f : z f WAU] 
DEALING : N NS 
WITH 

os 
BeANYYYQy 
ROR 

\ sy) 

IS THERE : AND I HAVE 
A REASON WHY ; : PRACTICALLY 
WE ARE GOING & DESERTED OUR 
THROUGH THE Eee ; ey =| ACTUAL LINITS 

TROUBLE OF TRAIN- shea : FOR THIS 
ING PEASANTS : i 
FROM SCRATCH 

FOR THIS? 



AS I SAIO YI seb) \ I THINK WE 
EARLIER, Qy | : H SHOULD SEND 

IT’S OUST Al come | THE PUNITIVE 
ASSUMPTION y Ie CORPS LIKE 
THAT SAT- . Z || THIS IN AY) WE OO IN 
SUMA IS ee 4 : SECRE- Af THE CAPITAL 
BEHIND : TO KILL 
THIS. . THEM ALL. 

IN ORDER 
TO CATCH 
THEM, WE 
CAN'T RISK 
DOING THIS 
PUBLICLY, 

AFTER ALL, 
WE HAVE TO i . / ‘ 
PROTECT Our / ey a ; SENO THE 

HOUSE, TOO. } } i PUNITIVE 

OUR MASTER y CORPS, PUBLIC 

DOESN'T TRUST ‘ y s i OPINION 

US ENOUGH TO fe f ; WON'T BE 

LIVE NEARBY, : \ IN OUR 
RIGHTP \ ; \ FAVOR. 

you 
SHOULD 
GIVE IT S IT’S 
ATey, & #4 PLUM-KELP 

YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 

sO 
THOUGHT - 



| 

EVEN I DOUBT 

THOUGH YOU'LL THE RETAIN- 
ERS OF THE , @E WORKING 

THAT'S BEHIND THE SHOGUN OR HIS 
ANO SENT THE SCENES: IT'S VASSALS, WHO 

eoomtie PanyGn |] {STIL AN A@ouT Tete 
INNER AeKED ENEORTANT OWN SAFETY, INNER ASKEO DUTY. ; 

HIQIKATA- WOULO BE 
IN SECRE- KLIN up FOR 

cy. : 

DAY TWO 

THRUSTING WITH BOTH HANDS 

ys WAT 

ibs 



OUST LIKE 
THE FRONTAL bi ; 
SLASH WITH - a OON'T 
BOTH HANDS ‘ P~ FORGET 

YOU'VE LEARNED TO HOLO 
GET IN OAY ONE, THE GRIP 

YOU WILL : TIGHTLY. yf PRACTICE TT 
READY! TILL EVENING. 

DAY 3 

DIAGONAL SLASH WITH BOTH HANDS 



THE THREE 
MOVES I'VE 
TAUGHT YOU 
ARE ALL THE 
OFFENSIVE 

I GUESS MADE A 
YOUHAD A ER : ¥| TREMENDOUS 
TALENT FOR PROGRESS 

THIS IN COMPARED 
THE FIRST d TO THE 

PLACE. FIRST 
DAY. 

PGS ae] 
ARREST ALL 

“noe 4 THE OUTLAWS 
Lol) gee] HANGING OUT AT 

THE SATSUMA 
RESIDENCE ANO 
GIVE THEM THE 
APPROPRIATE 
PUNISHMENT. 



NO LONGER 
WAIT FOR THEM 
TO MAKE THE 
FIRST MOVE 
ANDO "LACK OF 
EVIDENCE" 
WON'T FLY 

AS AN 
EXCUSE. 

APPROACH, || 
THEY Wits ONY | Fi 

BUT 
OGurRI- 
OONO... 

WE'RE STILL 
INVESTI- 
GATING... 

WE SHOULD 
WAIT A BIT 
LONGER... 

AH, 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 



BESIDES, 
THE ENEMY 
ISN'T JUST 

WITHIN. 
THERE’S ALSO 

THE EUROPEANS, 
THIS IS NO 

TIME TO START 
A CIVIL 
WAR... 

WHY DON’T 
THEY GET IT? 
IF WE STAPT 
THE CONFLICT, 
WE WILL LOSE 

\ OLIP LEVERAGE 
ON NEGOTIA 

YOU FOOLS/ 
GOING TO WAe 

IS EXACTLY 
WHAT SATSLUMA 

OTHER- 
WISE, WE 

WON'T EVEN 
LAST TWO HOWEVER 

I CAN'T KEEP 
THEM DOWN 

: Ive ANY LONGER. 

IT's 
60T TO 

\ 
TAKE CARE 

MORE 
i i hi dine 

‘thant 
. TECLORISTS 

rou 

() AS SOON AS 

aia 
7 

POSSIBLE. 

TARGET PRACTICE 

SLASHING WHILE DASHING AS 
WELL AS SLASHING ON THE SPOT 



YOKICHT, 
REPLACE THE 

TARGET. 



THIS IS 

you 
CAN JUST 
REPLACE 
IT WITH 
ANOTHER 

ONE. 

WHAT 
AQ 00100 

IVE BEND 
YOUR SOUL, 
YOUR BLADE, 

WHAT 
APE YOU 

YOKICHT, BABeL- 
BRING INGP 

ANOTHER 
BLADE. 



IT’S JUST 
A BLADE, 
WHEN IT’S 

NOT USABLE, 
JUST THROW 
IT AWAY... 

PENETRATING THE TARGET SEVERAL 
TIMES ON AN UNEVEN TERRAIN 

PRACTICING COORDINATED ACTION, 
PART ONE 

WHAT 
pO YOu 
MEAN A 

SAMURAT'S 
SOUL? 





RIHACHI- 
7 SAN 
SUDDENLY 
TURNED... 

Lin 
I'M FINE, 

J) THis Ig 
NOTHING. 

HE CUT 
HIMSELF 
DOWN TO 
THE BONE. 

TAKE HIM TO ne cone 
A DOCTOR. Tee Oe 



WHAT'S 
THE MATTER, 

KATSU- 

I'VE ABOUT 
THOUGHT THIS 
ABOUT GUIDELINE... 

IMPROV- 
ING ITA 
LITTLE. 



PENETRATING THE TARGET SEVERAL TIMES 
ON AN UNEVEN TERRAIN AT NIGHT 

PRACTICING COORDINATED ACTION, 
PART TWO 
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you 
ALONE WILL 
RECEIVE 
SPECIAL 
TRAINING. 

TWANT 8E THE 
YOUTO TARGET. 

RUN AT ME 
ANO USE A 
OTAGONAL 
SLASH. 

I FIGURED 
THAT YOU 
OION’T GET 
QUITE THE 

RIGHT FEEL- 
ING WHILE 
ATTACKING 
THE TARGET. 

YOU SEEM 
TO BE THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN’T 
GET CLOSE 
ENOUGH 
WHILE 

STRIKING. 

MIGHT BE 
HARD FOR 
YOU, SINCE 
YOU ARE 
SHORT. 

TF yOu 
CAN'T OO IT, 

YOU CAN R&S 
PACK YOUR 
STUFF AND 

60. 

OTHERWISE, 
IT WON’T 
SERVE AS 
PRACTICE. AT ME 

WITH THE 
INTENT 
OF KILL- 

ING. 



EVEN 
WITH A 
Sword 
IN YOUR 
HAND, 

BEATA SAMURAT. 
YOU'RE 
JUST A 
cowaeo. 

ANYWAY, 
y FOR THE ouiie ENOUEH SAKE OF IT Ee PROVOKED... 





\ 

fit 



\ ZA, \ 



ARE YOU... 
ALRIGHT, 



your IT WAS 

INOTVIOUAL || PRETTY 
TRAINING 

YOU CAN TS OVER, 
RETURN. USHI- 

A STRONG 
SWING... 

SHIMADA- 
SAN USED WOULD HE 

60 AS FAR HIS OWN 
AS RISKING BODY TO 
HIS OWN TEACH ME. 
LIFE? 

IN OTHER 
WORDS, THEIR 

PRACTICE 
OUGHT TO BE 
COMPLETED 
WITHIN TWO 

WEEKS. 

MY 
FEET GOT 
STUCK IN 
THE MUD, 
THAT'S 
ALL, 

TO THINK 
HE MADE 
SHIMADA- 

DONO DRAW 
HIS SWORD 
ANDO STILL 
MADE HIM 
LOSE HIS 

a 

il 

IN THIS 
GUIDELINE, ALL 
TEN COURSES 
WILL BE COM- 
PLETED IN TEN 
DAYS, ANDO THEN 
FIVE DAYS FOR 
PRACTICE AS 
A GROUP. 



ORIGINALLY 
IT WOULD TAKE 
AT LEAST TWO 

} MONTHS TO 
TRAIN THEM... 

WHAT'S 
THE 

MATTER, 

MENTIONED 
EARLIER, 
THEY ARE 
COMPLETE 
AMATEURS. 



CAN YOU 
SHORTEN 

IT OOWN TO 
SIX DAYSP 

YEAH, 
ABOUT 

/. "DEFENSE 

NEED FIVE é AND COUNTER- 
DAYS FOR 
coorot- 
NATED 
ACTION. 

ARE YOU 

ATTACK" ON 
THE SECOND 

HALF... 

Is 
THERE 

ANYTHING 



RECKLESS 4 

AFRAID IT TO SENO_ If Beene 

() \WILL HURT THEM INTO AK... 

oe eur ENORMOUS- [i 
LY... 

GETTING 
THE SQUAD 2 
READY FOR 
COMBAT AS : iit Ou 

SOON AS PRIORITY 
POSSIBLE. Is 

THE IDEA 
ANYWAY, 
TLL LEAVE 

AS LONG iS . Y 8 THey . “< ; IS TO SCARE 
A SATSUMA SO 

LONG, IT’S THEY CHANGE OUR. : CET ALL GOOD. f: Wh & THEI ATTI- IT ONE HANDS 
IN SIX 
DAYS. 



WHI 

END OF THE TRAINING AND THE FOUNDING OF THE SQUAD. 





DOES THAT 
MEAN THAT 

6000? 





AS OF TODAY, 
YOU'RE SOLDIERS 
Now AND NoT 
PEASANTS. 

FOR SERVING 
AS SOLDIERS OF 
THE ONE-STRIKE, 

ONE-KIUL 
SQUAD! 



CHAPTER 4 FIRST BATTLE 



UNDER 
THIS BANNER 
YOU WILL BE A 

UNIT AND UNDER 

A WICL PLEDGE 
LOYALTY. 

AS LONG AS 
YOU’RE SOLDIERS 
OF THIS UNIT, 

YOU’RE NO LONGER 
PEASANTS, 



WE'VE 
FINALLY 
BECOME 

SAMURATS... 

OON’T HAVE 
TO PAY THAT 
MASSIVE TAX, § 

5 EITHER, 

SURPRISED 
WHEN SHE 
HEARS THAT 
I'VE BECOME 

I’00 EXPLAIN 
THE RULES OF 

THIS UNIT NOW. 



YOU ARE 
ALLOWED TO 
TAKE YOUR 

ENEMY’S WEA- ’ 
PON DURING REGARD- 
COMBAT. ING THE 

THIRD 
RULE... 

IF YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM 
WITH THESE 
RULES, SPEAK 

UP! 





SPENTSUCH 
A LONG TIME f 
HERE, I'LL 
ALLOW YOU 
TO LEAVE 
THE RESI- 
DENCE. 

TOMORROW 
AT NOON 
I'LL TAKE 
ROLL CALL. 
a IL THEN 
YOU CAN DO 

R WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. 



7 

SHOW ME 
THE WAY 
WH 
DONE WITH 

MY PREPARA- 
, 

’'M GETTING 
CAID TONIGHT! 

IT LOOKS 



BROTHEL, 
ANYWAY? 

I CAN'T 
GO AND 
SCREW 

APOUND. 

WHAT DID 
YOU SAY? 

WANNA FIGHT, 
MIOGET? 

I MIGHT 
OIE TO- 
MORROW 

"EVERYONE 
IS DOING 
IT" AGAIN? 



CONSIDERED 
EXTREMELY 
IMPOLITE TO 

{} REFUSE THE 
INVITATION 
FROM YOUR 
HIGHER UP 
IN SOCIETY 
WITHOUT A 
REASON. 





aren rin KN \ 

BAN 



BEING A 
SAMURAT | 

IS A PRETTY |f 



NN W-WHAT DO 

D-DON'T WE DO NOW? 
THERE ARE 





Jones 
S
S
 

ok
t 



T THINK 
THEY’RE 
ORUNK. 

STOP HIDING 
BEHIND MEL 



SHIMADA- 
SAMA TOLD 

US THAT YOUR Let 
GROUP WOULD = 
BE COMING. 

WHATP 
WE CAN'T 
BRING OUR 

I'LL GO 
TO MY ROOM 
FIRST. GO 
HAVE FUN 
WITH THE 

THANK YOU 
FOR WAITING. 

PLEASE, 
COME 

INSIDE. 

TLL TAKE 
your 

Swords, 

THE LADIES 
assN ereut Away. 
&\ ZA\ PLEASE HAVE 

SQ] SOME SAKE 
j 9 IN THE 



WHY OID HE 
GO TO HIS 

ROOM ALONE 
ALREADYP 

WHAT IF 
WE ALC DIE, 

HOW CAN You 
BE A SAMURAI 

IF YOU’RE ALREADY 

INSIDE. 

USHT 
IS REALLY 
ANNOYING 

ME. 

BUT IT’S TRUE. 
WE MIGHT EVEN 
OIE TOMORROW. 
IS IT OKAY FOR 

>) US TO FOOL 
AROUNDP 

YOUVE 
A POINT. 

WE SHOULD 
DECIDE ON 
THAT NOW. 

If I OLE, 
WOULD ANY- 
ONE BRING 
MY MONEY 

BACK HOME? 

CISTEN TO ME! 
WE AREN'T 

GOING TO DIEL 
WE’RE GOING 

TO KILL! 

WHY ARE 
YOU GUYS 

RRYING 
AGOUT THAT? 

T YOU'RE 
PREACHING 

TO US ABOUT 
yA, COWARDICE, BUT 

WEREN'T YOU THE 
ONE WHO GOT 

COLO FEET JUST 
BECAUSE THOSE 
GUYS GLANCED 





tactuauy ¥ 
\ con't KNOW 

WE'VE 
GATHERED 

THE UGLIEST 
WOMEN 

FROM THE 
COLINTRY- 

SIDE HERE. sAMUpAISs, 
IMurAyA, 



HAVE TO DO 
IS POUR ME : 

SAKE, a 

PLEASED 
TO MEET 

you. 
MY NAME 

IS... 



MY NAME 
IS SONO... 



HANOS OF 
A PEASANT, 

REALLY A 
SAMURAIP 

THIS I6.,, 
THE HANO OF 
SOMEONE 
WHO HAS 

BEEN WORK- 
ING ON THE 
FIELO SINCE 
THEIR CHILO- 

WHAT 
ABOUT MY 



} 
Vy pp m 

ITREALLY {¥ 
BRINGS BACK 
MEMORIES... 



FEELS OFF WHEN I 
DON’T FUCK SONO 

ONCE EVERY 
TEN DAYS. 



HE BUYS 
ME QUITE 
FREQUENT- 

Ly... 

P-PLEASE 





Pa.” OUST ONE 
DUCKING \'% y HeSNS COWARD 
HIS HEAD i 

fA wil Sy 17 

oF] 

OH YEAH... H : THAT 
It’s THE FF BASTARDS 
SAME AS ; y fi EYES... 
THAT MAN. : HE’S NOT 

z NORMAL... 

WHAT'S 
WRONG, 

SAMURAI- 







Ou 
CAN'T SEE 
THEM FROM 
HERE, BUT 

UP THE ROAD, 
WADA’S UNIT 
IS WAITING 
IN AMBUSH. 

HEN 
YOU CAN'T 
OISCERN 
BETWEEN 
FRIEND OR 
FOE, CALL 
THE ALTAS- 

ES, 

BE CARE- 
FUL NOT 
TO HURT 

your COM- 
RADE, 

NON Ny 
SSS y 

} 

BEFORE 
THEY ARRIVE, 

LET’S GO OVER 
THE PLAN ONE 
LAST TIME. 

GO FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVEN'T 
DRAWN THEIR 

SWORDS. IN OTHER 
WORDS, THOSE WHO 
HAVE THETR BACKS 
TURNED. THIS ISN’T 
COWARDICE, BUT 
WHAT WE CALL A 

SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 



THIS IS A 
PINCER ATTACK, 
THEY'VE GOT NO- 
WHERE TO RUN. 

I'VE ORAWN A LOT 
TO DECIDE WHO 
GOES FIRST. 
IT’S YOU, 

SEN. 

It's... 
IT'S imPas- 
SipLe FaR 
A PEASANT 
LIKE ME. 

WHEN THE 
ENEMY PLILLS 
OUT THEIR 

SwoORds, I'LL 
GIVE THE SIGNAL 
BEFORE THEY 

RETALTIATE, WHEN 
YOU SEE THE 
SIGNAL, YOU 
WILL RETREAT 

QUICKLY, 

WE'LL 
ATTACK THEM 
WHEN THEY 
LEAVE THE 
MANSION. 

We’LL 
ATTACK THEM 
FROM BEHIND, 
WHILE WADA’‘S 
UNIT ATTACKS 
THEM FROM 
THE FRONT, 

WHAT’S 
WRONG, 
SEN? 



THE 
IMPORTANT 

TO FALTER 
TO your 
FEAR, 

MUSTER 
up yOuR 
COURAGE 
ANDO FACE 
IT HEAD 

THAT'S 
NOTHING 
TO BE 

ASHAMED 
OF. 

SEN... 
ARE YOU 
AFRAIOP 

YOU HAVE 
COME THIS FAR. 



IF YOU GET 
TERRIFIED, 
JUST HIDE 

BE THE 
FIRST TO 
ATTACKP 

WE’RE GOING 
FOR THOSE WHO 
HAVEN'T DRAWN 
THEIR SWORDS! 
THERE’S NO WAY 



RE ertack Lelve IT * i WHAT ARE 
L : —. 

SieNaL “ust. a A YOU SAYING, 

USHI?! 



ALRIGHT! 
THAT'S THE 
SPIRIT/ 





\ : 

CHAPTER 5 BLOOD'IN 



GOING TO 
TAKE THEM 
ALL JUST 
AS NINE? 





Wii 1, f I Hdd bal 

WAL WU Vel LINAA ly Warht | if 



OON'T 
FORGET WHAT | z TS 
T TAUGHT YOU \ TACGET 

THE ONE ON 
THE END, 

ABOUT DIS- 







DOES HE 
HAVE A 

I DON’T 
KNOW 

ANYTHING 
ABOUT 

BUT WHAT'S 
HIS NAME? 



ECOL AT \ jeer taNe MEMORIZED. ABOUT HIM. 



THAT'S WHY, 
HE DOESN’T 
HAVE A NAME 
OP A FAMILY. 

HE DOESN'T 
EVEN HAVE 
AN AGE. ern 

AND 
THAT'S WHY 
HE DOESN'T 
HAVE A FACE, 

EITHER! 

HE OOESN’T 
HAVE ONES 









\ GOING 
TO STRIKE 



STRANGE 
VOICE? 

MAYBE 
SOMEONE 
GOT ORUNK 
ALREADY? 



YN 
Ur ig 
\ 
\ 













TLIN - AGAME WHERE PLAYERS ARE BACK TO BACK TO EACH 

OTHER AND TRY TO PUSH THE OPPONENT OUT OF THE CI 





I'M ONLY 
& HIRED 

MERCE- 

NARY... 









ALRIGHT, 
THIS IS 
ENOUGH. 



EN a 
VaNa 

(0107! 
| IF YOU OIS- 
OBEY ORDERS, 

YOU'UL BE 
KILLED. 
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ew: 

x KZ 





\ 2 
NAN 



WHAT AM I 

CISTENING?! 





I DON’T 
KNOW 
WHAT 

TO DO... 





THIS I$ A ONE-SHOT, WHICH WAS ANNOUNCED IN MONTHLY COMIC RAN BEFORE MATSUMOTO JIROU'S “ICHIGEKI” GOT SERIALIZED, IT IS INCLUDED IN THIS VOLUME AS A SPECIAL CHAPTER. 

WHEN THEY ANIMALS 
DON’T GET ARE 

ENOUGH WRETCHED 
FOOD, ALL BEINGS. 
THEY DO IS 
KILL EACH 
OTHER LIKE 



YOU ARE 
NOT ANY 

WE HELP 
PEOPLE 
WITH 
FUND- 

RAISING, 

. | THAT'S 
ALL TALK, 
THOUGH, ALL THEY \@ 

00's 
TRICK ANO 

BUT AN 
ANIMAL 
DOESN'T 
HAVE THE Sui 

REB 
ICH AS 



“THE LIFE aes » TN 



CLOTHES? 

i aS 3
0
 

o
>
 

=
 

te 
g
o
 

v
 



I'VE CALLED 
YOU SINCE 

MY MOTHER'S 
CONDITION 
ODETERIO- 

WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
IN RETURN 

IT’S NOT 
WORTH 

MUCH, BUT 



I’M SURE 
A\| you will 

| NEEO IT. 



SPECTING 

YOU AREN'T 
IN A POSI- 
TION TO BE 

THAT 

DOCTOR |! some WEIRD 
STUDIED 

EVEN THAT 
IS BETTER 

THAN 
MAKING 

PAPER UM- 
BRELLAS. 

SIMPLE 
DAILY 
LABOR 

olo you 
FIND A 
vJoeP 

HE GOES 
AROUND 
TOUCHING 



APPARENTLY 
THEY ARE 
EMPLOYING 
THUGS THAT 
RUN RAMPANT 

IT'S JUST 
THAT THEI 
WAYS DON'T 

SIT WELL 
WITH ME. 

EXACTLY 

HAVEN'T 
HEARD ANY 
GOOD 
RUMORS 

yOu ON TOP OF 
BAVE TO YOUR FA- 
TAKE ANY fe tHee’e peer, 

MOB. THERE'S THE 
RENT THAT 
WE HAVEN'T 
PAID YET. 
\N \ 

I’M SURE 
THEY HAVE 
THEI IN- 
TENTIONS 
FOR DOING 

\ 
BABBLING 
ABOUT, 

ROKUROLIP 



TS/N: [Mulan flashbacks intensify] 

THERE’S NO 
WAY THAT A 
LONE RONIN 

WITH NO 
CONNEC- 

TIONS COULD 
SERVE AS A 
SAMURAI, 

LOSE SIGHT 
OF YOUR 
GOAL. 

IF I CAN'T 

NUMBERED, 
ROKUROU. 

MOTHER 
DOESN'T 
LUNDER- 

stano || 70 BECOME A 
woe || SERVING SAMU- 
WORKS. 

EXACTLY 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A 
warrior, 

I TOLD 
YOU THAT A 
SAMURAI'S 
DESIRE IS 
TO SERVE 

“\ HIS MASTER 



TI KNEW 
THAT IT HAD 
4 GOOD 

EYE WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
PICKING A 
MAN WITH 

DETERMINA- 

i 4 Ib, 

SATSUMA DOMAIN, 
SHIBA RESIDENCE 

GLAD 
YOU MADE 

IT HERE, 
ROKUROU, 



I-IT'S 
COOKED 

WHITE RICE... 

THERE 
ARE ALOT 
OF CRUDE 
Guys 

GATHERED | 

SKILLED 
YOU ARE 
WITH THE 
sworo, 
SINCE T 
FOUGHT 

YOU IN THE 
00J0. £ 

THIS IS 
YOUR BEST 
CHANCE 

TO BECOME 
A REAL 

SAMURAI, 

197 

SAGARA- ANYWAY, 
SAMA WILL EAT 
SOON SOME- 

GIVE HIS THING. 
ORDERS. 

THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES 

HAVE 
CHANGED, 
ROKUROU. 

YOUR SKILLS 
ARE NEEDED 

IN THESE 

NO, IT’S 
RATHER 
THAT MY 
MOTHER 



ane ¥en ak IN ORDER : : PEOPLE WHO 
10, TO WIN, YOU ' ONLY TALK DON'T QUITE USE UN- —H] DON’T NEED ABOUT THINK SO... |), DERHAND- II TO OWELL : : IDEALS ARE ED TRICKS, THON POSTURE Hi SAMY 4) 

IF IT MEANS OR WHAT 
WINNING, YOU'VE 

LEARNED IN 
THE DOUO. | 

/ y » Yi Uh | 86 THE WAY 
THAT SOUNDS (AY / Gif T LEARNED 

LIKE AN EXCUSE, SL WAS TO 
THAT'S FINE, Y Hy MWY f JUMP ON 
THOUGH. SW / YET on My) $YOUR OPPO- 

THERE’S NO A [) & NENT’S 
NEEO TO BE Wl, OD Dy CHEST, AND 

Y 6O INTO 

MANCE, T 
CAN PUT IN 



AND THUS, THE 

WERE LET LOOSE 

199 





YY YSU, Woy LU TY 
i) MTA, YY 
Gi) 00 THEY Gig 4A SERIOUSLY 

4 EXPECT 
THEM TO 
REFUSE IN 
THIS SITU- 
ATION? 

WHAT THEY 
CALL FLIND 
RAISING. of \ 

WS 

P-PLEASE C you I 4 Sree NY ‘ad HAVE NO 
OBJEC- 

TION, DO 

ALRIGHT, 
WE'RE 
MOVING 

BUILDINGS 
TO VISIT! 



ARE KILLING 
PASSERSBY 

ff LEFT AND 
RIGHT! 

i \J 



BESIDES, 
THERE ARE 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE IN 
£00, IT’S 

I DION’'T 
EXPECT 
THEM TO 
GO THIS 
FAR. 

WE DON'T 
HAVE THE 
TIME TO RELATED 

TO THE 
FUND 

RAISING? 

= 
SS 

DON’T YOU 
AGREE, 

ROKUROUP 

MOVE TO 
THE NEXT 
ONE! PUT 
FIRE OVER 
THERE, 
TOO! 







. Y THIS Is 
X" WHAT HAP- 

ALRIGHT, ) QYPENS, wien 

LET’S GO! S GREEDY, 

FLICKING 
GEEZER! 

you 
PEOPLE 

RIBLE! 



THEN 
AGAIN, IT'S 
HARD TO 

TRANSPORT 
THIS MUCH 

ANO 
ROKUROLU! 

CHANGE 
THE SIGN 

TO SURUGA 
STREET'S 
STORE! 

HURRY LIP! 

I DION’T 
EXPECT THAT 
GEEZER TO 
HAVE SO 
MUCH 

MONEY... 

sHouto JR 
we orop [Ys 
IT THERE? 

I'VE HEARD 
THE CITY 
GUARDS 

Y ARE RUSH- 

SS 

S NY 2ee20ue 
WITH THE you euys 

HELP ME 
CARRY THE 
MONEY TO 
THE HOUSE, 



WHAT ARE 

HELP US - }yOu DOIN, 
CARRYING So ROKUROUP, 

THE 
BOXES! 

THAT'S 
NOT IT, 

GIVE THAT 
MONEY 

BACK TO ITS 
OWNER, 

THIS MONEY 
IS FOR A 

MUCH MORE 
NOBLE 
CAUSE. 



ARE YOU : ah 1 

INSANE?! ROKLIROU... 

I'VE = « ¢ 
FINALLY : ‘ wiht ; 

OPENED MX : Py fae 

AgOur, myeves, Wy Ce | 
use my WADA- SYS bs 

Sword, 
THAT IS. sch 7 

209 



D0 You KNOW 
WHY 1 CAN'T 

STOP LAUGHING? 
BECAUSE THERE 
ISN'T A SINGLE 
SOUL WHO HAS 
RETAINED THEIR 



. 

CN 
Wa . 

\ SWS . 

AAG 

\\ 

AS 
SSS 
MAAN 











ONCE I'VE 
PAID THE 
OEBT AND 
RENT, THE 
REST WILL 
WORK OUT 
SOMEHOW. 



LOOKS LIKE 
SOMEONE 
ELSE IS 

GOING TO 
TAKE MY 

JOB AGAIN. 

IT’S SURE 
HARD TO 
HAVE... 



AT FIRST T 
THOUGHT 
IT WAS 

IF IT MEANS 
THROWING 
OUR PRIDE 

AS A SAMU- 
RAI FAMILY 
AWAY, T’'0 
RATHER 

OleL 

/) 
ly 

ANYWAY, 
TLL BE 
ON MY 

WAY THEN, 

Ne 

I’M NOT 
REALLY 

SURPRISED, 
ROKUROU. 

I DION’T EXPECT 
YOU TO 8E THE 
BODYGUARD OF 
THAT QUACK 
DOCTOR... I 

REALLY CAN'T DIE 
AT THIS RATE. 



| 
: Li atl All 

yi 

IN ORDER 10 
SUPPRESS THE UPROAR 

‘AND HEISTS PERPETRATED 

BY THE SATSUMA DOMAIN, 
THE SHOGUNATE'S SECURITY 

FORCES HAVE LAUNCHED 
AN ATTACK ON THE 
SHIBA RESIDENCE. 

ASA 
waerior, 

ee YOU SHOULD 
i BE HOLDING 

YOUR HEAD 
: up. 



THIS WAS MERELY 
THE BEGINNING AS THE 

CONFRONTATION BETWEEN 

IN KEIOU 4, THE SHOGUNATE AND THE 

THE BOSHIN WAR q SATSUMA DOMAIN GOT 
HAS STARTED. LIS a ax EVEN MORE INTENSE. 

JAPAN WAS 
MOVING INTO A 

TERRIBLE ERA, WHERE 
BLOOD IS WASHED 

@ “THE LIFE OF ADOG” END @ 
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