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BACKGROUND

▪ From 2006 to 2024

▪ Common challenges

▪ Advocate for support

PROCESS

▪ Exploratory pre-study

▪ Identify & communicate with actors

▪ Examine sources of data

▪ Define categories 

▪ Collect and analize data

▪ Member check

GOALS

▪ Advocate with national and local 
administrations 

▪ Internal advocacy

▪ Develop economic intelligence tools to 
inform decisions and plan effective strategies



ANSWERING RESEARCH 
QUESTIONS

Exploratory: apply research 
questions to categories not 

studied before

Pre-study: select categories

  Have a relevant econ. Impact

  Clearly defined sector

  Trusted sources of data
Define indicators & determine 

impact for each category

Conclusive: reach conclusions 
toward decision-making

Study: conclusions
What are the relevant 

indicators? And how do we 
quantify them?

RESEARCH DESIGN



Economic 
interdependence

(Leontief)

Categories 
& 

Indicators 

Direct 
effects

Econ. 
Impact by 
Category

Indirect 
effects

OVERALL IMPACT
(all categories added)
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RESEARCH
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IDENTIFIYING

POTENTIAL

 CATEGORIES

Literature & materials review

Relevant actors

Interviews 

Trusted sources of data

Data collection

Data analysis

Opportunities for 
triangulation

EXPLORATORY & CONCLUSIVE PHASES 

CONFIRM/DISCARD

CATEGORY

1. Relevant indicators?

2. Quantifying the direct and indirect effects?
RQs Feasible



Mixed Methods 
Methodology

Quantitative

Collecting numerical 
data

Findings

Analyzing numerical 
data

Statistical Findings

Conclusions & 
recommendations

Qualitative

Pre. & post study 
interviews

Informs and 
triangulates

Member Check

Qual. Data Informs 
and triangulates

METHODOLOGY & METHODS

Select applicable indicators & analyze data to quantify direct and indirect effects FOR EACH CATEGORY to find the 

overall econ. Impact of international students in Spain 



Study 
Abroad

Erasmus+
Escuelas de 

Español 
Grados Másteres NALCAP

CATEGORIES IN THE 2024 STUDY



USING STUDY ABROAD 
AS AN EXAMPLE













OVERALL IMPACT (ALL CATEGORIES)
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