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Digital Nomad Guide to Malaysia: Living, Working, and Thriving in the 

Heart of Southeast Asia 

Malaysia is quickly becoming one of the top destinations for digital nomads thanks to its 

affordable cost of living, vibrant culture, and strong infrastructure. Whether you're based in 

bustling cities like Kuala Lumpur or relaxed islands like Penang, Malaysia offers a mix of 

modern amenities and rich traditions. 

Here's your ultimate guide to living and working as a digital nomad in Malaysia, including 

the best areas to stay, coworking spaces, visa options, cost of living, and tax-saving tips. 

 

1. Best Places to Live for Digital Nomads in Malaysia 

Malaysia offers a variety of regions suited for different types of digital nomads. Whether you 

want to be in the heart of the city or near the beach, there’s something for everyone. 

Kuala Lumpur (KL)         

• Vibe: Modern, vibrant, cosmopolitan. 

• Best for: City lovers, tech-focused nomads, and entrepreneurs. 

• Pros: 

o Well-connected, with excellent public transport (KL Sentral, MRT, etc.). 

o Plenty of coworking spaces, cafes, and a thriving startup ecosystem. 

o Affordable lifestyle in comparison to other major cities. 

• Cons: 

o Can get crowded and chaotic, especially during rush hour. 

o High humidity and pollution levels. 

• Where to Stay: 

o Regalia Suites         – Affordable yet chic apartment-style living in a prime 

location. 

o The Troika         – Upscale apartments with stunning views of the city skyline. 

Penang (Georgetown)        

• Vibe: Laid-back, cultural, beachy. 

• Best for: Nomads seeking a balance of culture, food, and nature. 

• Pros: 

o Beautiful beaches (Batu Ferringhi) and rich history in Georgetown. 
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o A growing community of digital nomads. 

o Great food and affordable living. 

• Cons: 

o Smaller, quieter, fewer coworking spaces compared to KL. 

o Public transport can be limited. 

• Where to Stay: 

o Airbnb apartments in Georgetown            – Stay in the heart of the cultural 

district. 

o The Northam All Suite Hotel             – A beachfront hotel offering suites for 

longer stays. 

Langkawi       

• Vibe: Island life, nature-oriented, relaxed. 

• Best for: Digital nomads who want to work remotely while enjoying the beaches and 

nature. 

• Pros: 

o Breathtaking beaches and tropical lifestyle. 

o No GST (Goods and Services Tax) on products or services. 

o Low cost of living and relaxed pace. 

• Cons: 

o Limited coworking spaces and infrastructure. 

o Fewer social opportunities for nomads compared to cities. 

• Where to Stay: 

o The Datai Langkawi           – A luxury resort in a tropical rainforest, perfect for 

focused work. 

o Cenang View Motel        – Affordable and simple accommodation near Pantai 

Cenang. 

 

2. Best Coworking Spaces in Malaysia 

Malaysia boasts a growing network of coworking spaces that cater to freelancers, 

entrepreneurs, and digital nomads. 

WeWork (Kuala Lumpur)       

• Vibe: Global, professional, social. 

• Facilities: High-speed internet, private offices, meeting rooms, and event spaces. 
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• Price: From RM 50/day. 

Common Ground (Kuala Lumpur)          

• Vibe: Modern, community-driven, startup-oriented. 

• Facilities: Hot desks, private offices, high-speed internet, and community events. 

• Price: RM 80/day. 

The Hive (Penang & KL)      

• Vibe: Social, creative, peaceful. 

• Facilities: Fast Wi-Fi, meeting rooms, and collaborative spaces. 

• Price: RM 60/day. 

Regus (Various Locations)         

• Vibe: Professional, flexible, business-focused. 

• Facilities: Private offices, virtual offices, meeting rooms, and 24/7 access. 

• Price: Starts at RM 80/day. 

 

3. Cost of Living in Malaysia 

Malaysia offers affordable living compared to other digital nomad hubs in Asia, such as 

Singapore or Hong Kong. 

Accommodation         

• Budget: 

o Hostels or guesthouses: RM 50–100/night (~$12–25). 

o Short-term rentals (1-bedroom apartment): RM 1,500–3,500/month (~$350–

800). 

• Mid-Range: 

o Serviced apartments: RM 4,000–6,000/month (~$900–1,400). 

• Luxury: 

o High-end apartments: RM 7,000–15,000/month (~$1,600–3,400). 

Food               
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• Street Food: 

o A meal at a local hawker center or food court: RM 8–15 (~$2–4). 

• Mid-Range Restaurants: 

o A meal for two at a mid-range restaurant: RM 60–120 (~$15–30). 

• Groceries: 

o Monthly groceries for one person: RM 500–1,000 (~$115–230). 

Transportation           

• Public Transport: 

o Monthly pass: RM 100–150 (~$23–35). 

o Single metro ride: RM 2–5 (~$0.50–1.20). 

• Renting a Scooter: 

o RM 20–40/day (~$5–10). 

• Grab (ride-sharing): 

o Short trips: RM 10–30 (~$2–7). 

 

4. Visa Options for Digital Nomads in Malaysia 

Malaysia offers various visa options for those wanting to stay longer, with flexible policies 

for digital nomads. 

Tourist Visa      

• Duration: Up to 90 days for most nationalities (US, UK, EU, etc.). 

• Tax Status: Non-resident, so you’re not subject to Malaysian income tax on foreign 

earnings. 

• Extension: Not extendable. You can leave the country and return after a short break. 

Malaysia My Second Home (MM2H) Visa            

• Duration: 10-year multiple-entry visa. 

• Best for: Long-term nomads or retirees. 

• Requirements: Minimum RM 350,000 ($2,300) in monthly income. 

• Tax Status: You will need to pay Malaysian tax on local income. 

Employment Pass (EP)       
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• For: Employees working for a Malaysian company. 

• Duration: 1–2 years. 

• Tax Status: Fully taxed on worldwide income. 

Digital Nomad-Friendly Alternative: 

While Malaysia doesn’t yet have a digital nomad visa, the Tourist Visa is often used, as 

long as your stay doesn’t exceed 90 days. MM2H is an option for those who want to stay 

longer. 

 

5. Tax-Saving Tips for Digital Nomads in Malaysia 

As a digital nomad in Malaysia, you can optimize your tax situation by considering these 

strategies: 

Know Your Tax Residency Status 

• Non-residents (staying less than 183 days) are generally not taxed on income earned 

outside Malaysia. 

• Tax residents (staying more than 183 days) are taxed on worldwide income. 

Claim Business Deductions 

If you set up a local company or are freelancing, you can deduct business-related expenses, 

such as: 

• Coworking space memberships and office supplies. 

• Business travel expenses. 

• Software and subscription costs (e.g., Adobe, Google Workspace). 

• Internet and mobile phone bills for business use. 

Invest in Retirement & Savings Plans 

• Malaysia offers tax incentives for contributing to approved retirement funds (e.g., 

EPF – Employees Provident Fund). 

• While this may not apply directly to digital nomads, if you work locally or have a 

business, consider investing in tax-saving plans. 
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Double Taxation Treaties 

• Malaysia has tax treaties with several countries, including Australia, the US, and the 

UK. If you're a tax resident in your home country, these treaties can help you avoid 

paying double taxes. 

Set Up a Local Business (Sole Proprietorship or Sdn Bhd) 

• Establishing a business in Malaysia (like a Sole Proprietorship or Sdn Bhd) can give 

you tax deductions for operational costs and potentially lower your personal income 

tax. 

 

6. Final Tips for Digital Nomads in Malaysia 

• Internet Speed: Malaysia offers fast internet, with speeds typically ranging from 30 

Mbps to 100+ Mbps in urban areas. Expect reliable connectivity in most cafes and 

coworking spaces. 

• Cultural Considerations: 

o Respect local customs and etiquette, especially when visiting religious sites. 

o Dress modestly when entering temples and mosques. 

• Safety: Malaysia is generally safe for digital nomads. However, always take standard 

precautions, particularly in busy areas. 

• Language: While Malay is the official language, English is widely spoken, 

especially in urban areas and tourist spots. 

 

Conclusion: Why Malaysia Is Ideal for Digital Nomads 

Malaysia offers a perfect mix of affordable living, modern infrastructure, and natural 

beauty, making it an excellent base for digital nomads. Whether you're in KL's buzzing 

urban environment, Penang's laid-back vibe, or Langkawi's peaceful beaches, Malaysia 

has something to offer every nomad. 

By choosing the right location, visa, and tax strategy, you can easily settle into this beautiful 

country while enjoying its thriving digital nomad scene. 
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Disclaimer: 
The information provided is for informational purposes only and does not constitute 
financial, tax, or investment advice. Always consult with a qualified financial advisor or 
tax professional before making any financial decisions. The use of any tools, products, or 
services mentioned is at your own risk, and the accuracy of any external resources is not 
guaranteed. 

 
Buy Nomad Ledger Financial Toolkit 

WWW.AWARAGLOBAL.COM 
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Enjoy Your Trip! 
Powered by Awara Global – Next Level Adventures  
 

     Top Travel & Finance Deals You Can’t Miss!      

        Accommodation Deals 

• Booking.com — Best hotel rates worldwide 

• Agoda — Asia hotel discounts 

• Hostelworld — Budget hostels & stays 

          Car Rentals & Transport 

• DiscoverCars — Compare & save on car hire 

• RentalCars — Trusted global rentals 

• 12Go — Book ferries, buses & trains in Asia 

           Tours & Activities 

• GetYourGuide — Skip-the-line tickets & tours 

• Viator — Local experiences & day trips 

• Klook — Best deals on activities 

        Flights & Packages 

• Expedia — Flights, hotels & bundles 

     Travel Insurance 

• VisitorsCoverage — Medical plans worldwide 

• SafetyWing — Nomad-friendly insurance 

      VPN & Privacy 

• Surfshark VPN — Secure your connection 

• Incogni Privacy Tool — Protect your data 

          Finance & Crypto 

• Revolut — Global spending made easy 

• Coinspot — Aussie crypto exchange 

• Swyftx — Easy crypto trading 

• Crypto.com — Crypto wallet & cashback 

• Sharesies — Start investing with small amounts 

• Wise — Cheap international transfers 

             Website & Hosting 

• Hostinger — Affordable website hosting 

     Currency Converter 

• XE Currency App — Track currency rates easily 

        Subscribe for Travel Inspiration 

• Family Awara YouTube — Family travel adventures 
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https://rentalcars.tpo.lv/sbjFP1Uv
https://12go.tpo.lv/PyORPlv5
https://getyourguide.tpo.lv/yYD46Gkc
https://viator.tpo.lv/DKIBhghf
https://klook.tpo.lv/IwkRyEwR
https://expedia.tpo.lv/thPCkQwd
https://visitorscoverage.tpo.lv/FNZ2pCo4
https://safetywing.com/?referenceID=26253324&utm_source=26253324&utm_medium=Ambassador
https://get.surfshark.net/aff_c?offer_id=926&aff_id=37755
https://get.incogni.io/aff_c?offer_id=1655&aff_id=37755
https://revolut.com/referral/?referral-code=khurram0pk!JUL1-25-AR-AU&geo-redirect
https://www.coinspot.com.au/join/REFCAW2N5
https://trade.swyftx.com/register/?promoRef=rf_BtCVwrGi72Wz5V5T242qJy
https://crypto.com/app/eyhjpv8pdt
https://sharesies.com/r/WFS9G6
https://wise.prf.hn/click/camref:1110lafxU
https://hostinger.com/?REFERRALCODE=9JVOZWESTAWC
https://xeapp.onelink.me/yMY4/raf
https://www.youtube.com/@FamilyAwara?sub_confirmation=1

