
The New Jersey 
Conservation Poster 
Contest is open to all 

students in grades 2-12 
and students compete 

in grade categories. 
Local Soil Conservation 
District prizes may also 

be awarded!

Prizes for  
Statewide  

Competition 
   1st Place    $100
   2nd Place  $50 
   3rd Place   $25

New Jersey Conservation  

POSTER CONTEST 

Contest Sponsors: 
The NJ Department of Agriculture,  

the NJ Association of  Conservation Districts, and  
your local Soil Conservation District   
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You will want to learn all you can about the importance of healthy soil. Productive soils are the foundation of any healthy ecos
ils. Providing accurate 

information is essential. Find out about the soil in your area and see what your community is doing to help. 
 
You can find resources at your school or public library, science books, local newspapers, nature centers and from the NACD website www.nacdnet.org 
Stewardship & Education section. Get guidance from your teacher or parents to find information on the internet about soil.  
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There are 70,000 different types of soil in the U.S. 
1 Tablespoon of soil has more organisms in it than 
there are people on earth. 
It takes 500 years to form one inch of topsoil 
There is 5,000 different types of bacteria in one gram 
of soil. 
1,400,000 Earthworms that can be found in an acre of 
cropland. 
Soil is more than just one layer. It has multiple layers, 
just like a cake, that are called horizons.

soil for producing our food supply, housing, cities, 
schools, hospitals, air to breath and more. 
10 
stored in soil. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
1. Clearly print your name and information on the entry form AND 

tape the completed entry form to the back of your poster. 
2. Tape a 1-3 sentence explanation of your poster, neatly written on a  

write your name and county on the index card. 
3. Contest theme must  appear some-

where in your poster. Leave a 1 inch border of white space at 
the edges of the poster; lettering should not run on to the  
edges. 

4. The poster must be flat, no 3-D objects. 
5. Poster size must be Poster size must be between 8.5" x 11" and 

22" x 28". 
6. Any medium may be used including paint, crayons, colored pencils, 

charcoal , paper or other materials. No collage or montage.  
7. One poster per student. 
8. The poster must be the original artwork of the student. 
9. ENTRY DEADLINE: See Local District Rules  
10. Decisions of the judges are final and all entries become the  

property of the contest sponsors. 

Poster Evaluations  
Posters will be judged on the following criteria: Relevance to 

contest theme:  
 Conservation message       Visual effectiveness 

 Originality                     Overall appeal 

CASH PRIZES for the New Jersey Statewide  
competition are awarded by the:  

New Jersey Association of Conservation Districts  
First - $100       Second - $50  Third - $25 

 
 

Local District Rules & Prizes
Contact your local district to verify participation (Page 4) 

 

2. The Contest Theme, "Soil. Where it all Begins" 
must appear on the poster.  

1. Follow ALL the rules to the left.

3. The entry form (see page 4) must be taped to 
the back of each poster along with a brief
explanation of the poster written on an index card
(also taped to the back of the poster).

Cumberland Salem Conservation District
                       Local Prizes

1st Place:   $50
2nd Place:  $25

Cumberland Salem Conservation District

Entries must be received by 
             April 1, 2026

Prizes awarded in each grade category

All 1st Place winning entries will be submitted
             to the State Level competition

Submit Entries to:
      Cumberland Salem Conservation District
      1516 State Highway 77, PO Box 68
      Deerfield, NJ 08313

Entries can be mailed or dropped off to District office



2026 Poster Contest Entry Form 
Attach this form to back of each poster 

Your County Soil Conservation District: (see above) ____________________________________________________
 

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________ Grade: ________________ 
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Town: _________________________________________________________ NJ   Zip Code: ______________________ 
Phone: ______________________________________________________________  
Winners will be notified by email, if possible. Please neatly print a suitable email address: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

If your poster was created through a school project or assignment please complete teacher & school information.
Teacher Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
School Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
School Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Town: ____________________________________________________ NJ   Zip Code: _____________________ 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
I certify that this poster is the original artwork of the student named above. Parent OR Teacher Must Sign.
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature  Parent                 OR Teacher  
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature 
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NEW JERSEY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
Please contact your local SCD to verify their participation! 

  Circle Your Grade Category:   2nd 3rd     4th 6th     7th 9th     10th 12th      


