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Part One

Unbreakable Union

The intertwined relationship of culture and religion, including its positive and negative effects.

The relationship between culture and religion is deeply intertwined, so much so that scholars,
psychologists, and anthropologists often treat them as inseparable. Their interaction produces profound
influences, both negative and, positive on individuals and societies around the world.

How Culture and Religion Intertwine:

Religion is often expressed through cultural practices, rituals, art, and everyday life. The way people
understand and live out their faith is deeply shaped by the culture around them. At the same time,
religious beliefs and teachings influence cultural norms, how societies are organized, and individual
behaviors. For example, people who follow the same religion but live in different countries often share
common cultural traits. This shows how religion can connect people across language and geographical
differences, creating unique cultural identities.

e Reciprocal Influence: Religion helps preserve and pass down cultural traditions and values
through generations. It creates a sense of belonging and unity within communities. Meanwhile,
culture gives religion its practical form by shaping how beliefs are experienced and interpreted
daily.

e Super-Ethnic Identities: Major world religions like Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam build
identities that go beyond ethnic and national boundaries. They help followers find shared cultural
traits that transcend their local backgrounds.

Negative Effects:

Social Division and Exclusion: When religion and culture become tightly linked, those outside the
majority tradition can feel marginalized or discriminated against. This can fuel sectarianism, prejudice, or
even violence.

-Solution: Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. Heb.13:2 (NIV)

Suppression of Dissent and Diversity: Religiously motivated cultural norms sometimes restrict personal
freedom or suppress dissenting views, which can stifle creativity or the acceptance of differences.

-Solution: You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. Gal. 5:13 (NIV)

Legalism and Isolation: Some communities may adopt a defensive stance, using religion to withdraw
from or fight against broader culture, leading to legalism, social bubbles, or judgmental attitudes toward
outsiders.
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-Solution: There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3:28 (NIV)

Impediments to Equality: Religious beliefs expressed through cultural norms can justify discrimination,
such as denying rights to minority groups or enforcing gender inequality (Equal but Deferent).

-Solution: God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. Gen.1:27 (NIV)

Potential Mental Health Challenges: While religion often supports mental health, in some instances
culturally reinforced religious ideas (such as intense guilt, fear, or stigma) can contribute to psychological
distress.

-Solution: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 (NIV)

Positive Effects:

Social Support and Belonging: Being part of a religious community helps people build strong social connections.
This sense of belonging creates support, trust, and friendship, which can lead to greater happiness, higher life
satisfaction, and even better physical and mental health.

-Scriptural Reference: All the believers were one in heart and mind. God’s grace was so powerfully at
work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. Acts. 4:32-34 (NIV)

Moral Guidance: Religion often offers clear ethical guidelines to live by. Values like honesty, kindness, and
respect are taught through religious texts and traditions, shaping how cultures understand right and wrong.

-Scriptural Reference: “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Psalm
119:11 (NIV)

Charity and Civic Engagement: People involved in religion tend to give more, whether it’s by volunteering their
time, donating to charity, or taking an active role in their communities. Religious gatherings encourage helping

others and living out virtuous behaviors.

-Scriptural Reference: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.” Eph. 2:10 (NIV)

Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Religious festivals, holidays, art, music, often become core cultural
practices, providing continuity and strengthening community bonds across generations.

-Scriptural Reference: Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. Psalm
119:111 (NIV)

Coping and Meaning: Faith can offer comfort in times of distress, providing meaning, hope, and purpose
during difficult life experiences.

pg. 5



-Scriptural Reference: Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never
let the righteous be shaken. Psalm 55:22 (NIV)

The unbreakable union of culture and religion shapes how people live, think, and interact. This
relationship:
v Promotes belonging, purpose, and the transmission of values.
v’ Can create powerful sources of cohesion, prosperity, and social good.
v’ Also carries risks of exclusion, rigidity, and conflict when not tempered by pluralism and
openness.

Understanding this connection is crucial for promoting respect, dialogue, and harmony in increasingly
pluralistic societies.

White Man's Religion?
The geographical and religious roots of Christianity.

Christianity is sometimes mischaracterized as "the White Man's Religion," a misconception stemming
from historical misuse and limited understanding of its genuine origins and global development. In truth,
Christianity originated in the 1st century AD in Judea, a Roman province in the modern Middle East,
specifically within Israel/Palestine. Jesus of Nazareth, its central figure, was a Jewish man living in
Galilee and Judea; the earliest followers and Christian community also formed in Jerusalem within a
Jewish context.
From these beginnings, Christianity spread rapidly into neighboring regions:
e Asia Minor (modern Turkey): Early Christian communities were established in cities such as
Antioch and Ephesus.
o North Africa: The faith soon reached places including Egypt, Alexandria, and Cyrene (Libya).
e Western Asia: Christian groups appeared among Aramaic-speaking peoples, spreading into areas
now within Iraq and Iran.

Christianity's expansion into Europe came several centuries later. Significant growth followed the
conversion of Roman Emperor Constantine and Christianity’s rise to prominence after being recognized
as the Roman Empire’s favored religion in 313 AD. It became the official state religion in 380 AD under
Emperor Theodosius 1.

Christianity’s roots lie in Second Temple Judaism, inheriting monotheism, the expectation of a Messiah,
the Hebrew scriptures, and Jewish ritual practices. Jesus, his first disciples, and the original Christian
communities were observant Jews, maintaining synagogue worship and adherence to Jewish law.

A major shift occurred as Christianity welcomed Gentile (non-Jewish) converts, primarily through Paul
the Apostle's missionary efforts. This gradually transformed Christianity from a Jewish sect into a faith
inclusive of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds, ultimately forming a distinct religious movement.

Is Christianity a “White Man’s Religion”?

Christianity’s roots are Middle Eastern and Jewish, not European. This idea emerged much later,
particularly during the era of European colonization and the Atlantic slave trade, when Christianity was
misused by some to justify oppression. Its earliest expansion was in the multicultural, multi-ethnic world
of the Eastern Mediterranean, North Africa, and West Asia. However, historically and theologically,
Christianity is not exclusive to any race or ethnicity:
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e The earliest church leaders and theologians included North Africans like Augustine and
Athanasius.

e Churches flourished early on in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, long before Christianity took
hold in Northern Europe.

e The New Testament itself records the baptism of an Ethiopian official as one of the first non-
Jewish converts, showing the inclusive intent from the beginning.

e Christianity’s core teaching holds that all people are made in the image of God. Its central message
is universal: salvation and reconciliation with God are available to everyone, regardless of race or
nationality.

Today, Christianity is a truly global religion, with large populations in Africa, Asia, and Latin American
regions which collectively outnumber Christians of European descent. The idea that it is the "White Man's
Religion" is a myth that arose from later historical circumstances and does not reflect its geographic,
historic, or spiritual origins.

Color-Blind God
Black people in the Bible and their part in God's redemption plan.

The Bible presents a vision of God’s redemption plan that includes people of every nation, ethnicity, and
background. A “colorblind” God in the sense of impartial love, but not one who erases or overlooks
cultural and racial diversity. In fact, Black people and people of African descent are found throughout the
biblical storyline and play key roles in God’s agenda for redemption.

Black People in the Bible
Key Individuals:

The Ethiopian Eunuch: In Acts (8: 26-40), an Ethiopian official encounters Philip on a desert road.
Though he was a Gentile and a eunuch (both historically excluded from God's people), Philip
immediately shares the gospel and baptizes him. This event highlights that race, nationality, or past are no
barriers to receiving God’s grace and full inclusion in the family of God.

Simon of Cyrene (Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21, Luke 23:26): Simon, described as a man from North

Africa (modern-day Libya), was chosen to carry Jesus’ cross on the way to Golgotha. The book of Mark
notes his sons’ names, indicating their later prominence in the early church, showing Simon’s legacy as

part of God’s redemptive story.

Moses’ Kushite (Ethiopian) Wife: In Numbers (12:1), Moses marries a Cushite woman (an African), and
when Miriam and Aaron criticize her for her ethnicity, God defends her and punishes their prejudice. This
story powerfully illustrates God's stance against racism and his affirmation of African identity within his
covenant people.

Zephaniah the Prophet: Zephaniah was of Hamitic (Cushite) origin (Zephaniah1:1). His prophetic
ministry is a clear example of an African contributing to divine revelation as one of the Bible’s authors.

The Queen of Sheba: An African queen who visited King Solomon to test his wisdom, bringing spices,
gold, and precious stones. She praised Solomon’s wisdom and his God-given prosperity and gave him
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large gifts. Solomon reciprocated with generous gifts before she returned to her land (1 Kings 10:1-13; 2
Chronicles 9:1-12).

Ebed-Melech: Ethiopian eunuch who saved Jeremiah (Jeremiah 38:7-13).

The bride in Song of Solomon: Describes herself as “black and lovely,” indicating dark skin (Song of
Solomon 1:5;)

Romans 16:3-4: Paul greets early Christian workers Priscilla and Aquila, believed by some scholars to
have African origins or connections.

Additional Examples

Joseph, Asenath, Ephraim, and Manasseh: Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, were born in
Egypt to his wife Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, as recorded in Genesis 41:50-52 and
Genesis 46:20. Their maternal Egyptian heritage signifies that African lineage flows into two foundational
tribes of Israel, showing that Israel’s identity from its earliest days included diversity and cross-cultural
ancestry.

Cush and the Kingdom in the Old Testament: The kingdom of Cush (ancient Nubia/Sudan/Ethiopia) is
mentioned repeatedly across the Old Testament, such as in Genesis 10:6-7, Isaiah 18:1-2, and 2 Kings
19:9. The biblical accounts portray Cush as a powerful African nation, interacting with Israel through
alliance, conflict, and prophecy, thus embedding Black heritage within the history and future hopes of
God’s people.

Ethiopia’s Role in Prophecy and Worship: Ethiopia (Cush) is singled out in passages that speak of its
future place in God’s worship, most clearly in Psalm 68:31: “Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia
shall soon stretch out her hands unto God”. Prophets like Isaiah (Isaiah 18:7) and stories such as the
Ethiopian eunuch’s conversion in Acts 8:27-39 emphasize the reach of God’s promise to all peoples,
showing how African nations are included in both prophecy and the worshiping community of faith.

The Early Church

Black individuals, such as Simeon called Niger (Acts 13:1), were leaders in the church at Antioch, the
birthplace of the first multicultural, multiracial Christian community.

Revelation 7:9-10 envisions the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan: a multitude from “every nation, tribe,
people, and language” worshiping before God’s throne, a celebration of enduring, God-honoring diversity,
not its erasure.

God’s Redemption Plan: A Diverse and Inclusive People

The Bible’s vision is not colorblind in the sense of ignoring the existence or significance of color, but
rather in affirming that all are equally loved and called by God, regardless of background.

Black individuals have been integral to leadership, authorship, and pivotal moments in biblical and
redemptive history, from the ancestors included in Jesus’ lineage to participants in the early spread of
Christianity.
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God’s plan repeatedly overcomes human barriers of race or ethnicity. The explicit inclusion of Black
people in the biblical narrative underlines the biblical truth that there is “neither Jew nor Gentile... but all
are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

Black people are not outsiders or afterthoughts in God’s story. Their presence and contributions are vital,
divinely appointed parts of the redemption plan, from Genesis to Revelation. The biblical vision for
redemption does not erase racial and cultural distinctions but celebrates them as aspects of God’s glory,
calling all people to worship and serve in unity and diversity.

Deep Roots, Christianity in Africa

History, Heroes, and Heritage

Christianity in Africa stands as one of the most historically rich and spiritually significant chapters in the
global Christian narrative. From its earliest roots in the bustling cities of North Africa to its flourishing
presence in Ethiopia and the transformative spread through sub-Saharan regions, Christianity in Africa
embodies a story of resilience, profound faith, and remarkable cultural interweaving. Unlike the common
misconception that Christianity was introduced to Africa solely through European colonization, the faith
has been a vital part of African history for nearly two millennia. This lengthy journey reveals a tapestry of
contributions by Africans themselves, both leaders and ordinary believers who embraced, shaped, and
carried forward the gospel in ways uniquely their own.

Exploring this history opens windows into a vibrant world where African intellectuals, theologians, kings,
and common folk all played pivotal roles. It shows how Christianity adapted to diverse cultures and
survived through challenges including political shifts and religious competition. The story also highlights
how the Bible itself, with passages referencing African figures and lands, underpins this early connection.
Today, Christianity remains a deeply rooted and growing force across the continent, influencing millions
of lives and continuing to bear witness to Africa’s significant role in the Christian faith worldwide.

Early Christianity in North Africa and Egypt

Christianity’s earliest foothold in Africa was in the Mediterranean coastal regions of North Africa,
notably Egypt and Carthage (in modern-day Tunisia). Tradition holds that Mark the Evangelist, one of
Jesus's closest disciples, traveled to Alexandria around 43-60 AD, establishing one of the first Christian
communities outside of the Holy Land. Alexandria quickly rose to prominence as a theological and
scholarly center, home to the Catechetical School which became a beacon of Christian thought.

This period also produced some of the most influential Christian thinkers such as:

e Clement of Alexandria (c. 150-215 AD): A Christian theologian who integrated Greek
philosophy with Christian doctrine, establishing an important intellectual tradition.

e Tertullian (c. 160-225 AD): From Carthage, he is often called the father of Western Christian
theology, noted for his writings defending the faith and shaping Christian Latin vocabulary.
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e Augustine of Hippo (c. 354-430 AD): Bishop of Hippo, Augustine is one of Christianity’s most
influential theologians. His works on sin, grace, and salvation deeply influenced Western
Christianity and continue to resonate today.

The Spread to Ethiopia and Nubia

Christianity’s expansion southwards into the Horn of Africa marked another vital chapter. The Ethiopian
Kingdom of Aksum became the first African polity to officially embrace Christianity as a state religion
under King Ezana during the early 4th century (around 320-360 AD). Ethiopian Christianity, known
today as the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, developed distinctive practices and maintained an
ancient biblical canon, making it one of the oldest continuous Christian traditions in the world.

Nearby, Nubian kingdoms such as Nobatia and Makuria adopted Christianity between the 5th and 7th
centuries, by way of ecclesiastical links with Coptic Egypt. These regions fostered strong Christian
communities that thrived despite later political changes.

The Challenge of Islamic Expansion

The spread of Islam from the 7th century onward through North Africa brought significant social and
religious change. Muslim rule established new political control but allowed Christian communities,
particularly the Coptic Church in Egypt and the Ethiopian Church, to maintain their traditions within
certain limits. This dynamic created a complex religious landscape marked by both coexistence and
competition.

European Exploration and Missionary Movements

The arrival of European explorers and missionaries in the 15th and 16th centuries, beginning with
Portuguese navigators along the West African coast, introduced new forms of Christianity, especially
Catholicism. Missionary efforts intensified during the 19th century with the abolition of the slave trade,
when Protestant mission societies reached deeper into the African interior. Many freed African slaves
returning to the continent played essential roles in spreading Christianity in their home regions.

e Samuel Ajayi Crowther (c. 1809-1891): A former slave who became the first African Anglican
bishop, Crowther made remarkable contributions including translating the Bible into Yoruba and
establishing churches in Nigeria.

e Ludwig Krapf (1810-1881): A German missionary whose linguistic work laid the foundation for
Christian missions in East Africa.

African Christians Who Shaped Early Church History

Africans were not just recipients but also shapers of the Christian faith. Some notable figures include:

Name Contribution Timeframe
Tertullian Early theologian, writer for the African church c. 160-225 AD
Augustine of Hippo Theologian and bishop, author of influential works | 354-430 AD
Samuel Ajayi
Crowther First African Anglican bishop, Bible translator c. 1809-1891
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Early 3rd
Perpetua and Felicity Early Christian martyrs from Carthage century
Origen of Alexandria Early Christian scholar and theologian c. 185-254 AD
Athanasius Defender of Nicene Creed, Bishop of Alexandria c. 296-373 AD

This comprehensive history reveals Christianity’s deep African roots shaped by vibrant indigenous
contributions and a rich tapestry of historical events. It corrects misconceptions about Christianity as
solely a European import and honors the enduring legacy of African believers.

Prince Kaboo’s Light: The Spirit-Filled Life of Samuel Morris

Samuel Morris, originally named Prince Kaboo, was born in 1873 in a small village in Liberia, West
Africa. He was the eldest son of a chief of the Kru tribe. As a young boy, Kaboo's life changed
dramatically when a rival tribe captured him during a conflict. His captors used him as a hostage to
demand tribute from his people, and Kaboo suffered cruel punishments, including regular whipping and
torture.

One night, in a moment of miraculous deliverance, Kaboo saw a bright flash of light, his bindings fell off,
and a voice urged him to escape. He fled into the jungle, traveling by night and hiding during the day,
until finally reaching the capital city, Monrovia. There, Kaboo found work on a coffee plantation where
missionaries visited. Hearing the story of the Apostle Paul’s dramatic conversion, Kaboo saw a striking
similarity to his own escape and decided to follow Jesus Christ. At his baptism, he was given the
Christian name Samuel Morris.

Filled with a fervent desire to share his new faith and learn more, Samuel spent two years integrating into
the Christian community. Encouraged by missionaries, he resolved to go to America for training to preach
to his people back in Liberia. At 18, Samuel traveled across the ocean to the United States, enduring
hardships but also touching the lives of many with his witness, including some of the ship’s crew.

He enrolled at Taylor University in Indiana, known then as Fort Wayne College, where he humbly
requested the smallest, least desirable room. Samuel’s deep faith, humble spirit, and dedication inspired
those around him. Despite his young age and faraway home, he prayed frequently and sought to grow
spiritually.

Sadly, Samuel Morris’s life was cut short when he contracted an infection and died at just 20 years old in
1893. Yet, his impact was profound. The president of Taylor University said Samuel was sent by God not
only to prepare himself for a mission in Liberia but also to prepare the university to reach the world.
Inspired by his story, many of his fellow students took up missionary work themselves.

Samuel Morris’s story is one of courage, faith, and resilience; a boy who faced captivity and suffering yet
found freedom and hope in Christ, becoming an enduring example of a spirit-filled life dedicated to God's
mission. His legacy lives on through scholarships, statues, and stories that continue to inspire believers
around the world.
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This biography highlights how a prince from Africa, through faith and perseverance, became a Christian
witness despite great adversity, leaving a lasting spiritual influence far beyond his brief life. A true hero
of faith.

Christianity’s Journey
From Africa to the Caribbean and the Americas

Christianity spread from Africa to the Caribbean Islands and the Americas through a rich and complex
history involving early African Christianity, European colonization, the transatlantic slave trade, and
missionary work.

Early Roots in Africa:

Christianity began in Africa quite early, around the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, especially in North Africa.
Alexandria, Egypt, was an important center, where it is believed the Gospel was first brought by the
evangelist Mark. By the 4th century, Ethiopia even made Christianity its official religion. These early
African Christians practiced Catholic and Orthodox Christianity long before Europeans arrived.

How Christianity Reached the Caribbean and Americas:

When European countries like Spain and Portugal started colonizing the Americas in the late 1400s, they
brought Christianity with them mostly Roman Catholicism. Spanish Catholic missionaries set up churches
and missions across the Caribbean and Latin America, aiming to convert the native peoples.

African Christians played a crucial role too. Through the transatlantic slave trade, many Africans some
already Christians from places like the Kingdom of Kongo were taken to the Americas and the Caribbean
as slaves. These African Christians helped spread Christianity within the enslaved communities.

Enslaved Africans combined Christian ideas with their own cultures, creating a unique style of worship
focused on hope, freedom, and justice. They often related to biblical stories of liberation, which deeply
influenced Christianity in these areas.

Later, Protestant churches like the Baptists and Methodists became important, especially in English-
speaking parts of the Caribbean and the southern United States. These churches often reflected the
spiritual needs and expressions of African-descended populations.

One key figure was George Liele, a former slave who became the first American missionary in Jamaica
and helped establish Baptist churches among enslaved people.

Major Christian Denominations in the Region:

e Roman Catholicism: Introduced mainly by Spanish and Portuguese colonizers, and became
dominant in much of the Caribbean, Central, and South America.

o Baptist and Methodist Churches: Gained influence from the 18th century, especially in the
English-speaking Caribbean and Southern U.S., often reflecting African-descended worship styles.

e African-Influenced Christianity: Includes Pentecostal and other Afro-Caribbean forms that mix
Christian beliefs with African spiritual traditions.

Christianity's journey from Africa to the Caribbean and Americas was shaped by early African Christian
roots, European colonization, and the powerful influence of African Christians living in enslaved
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communities. This history created a rich blend of Catholic, Protestant, and African-inspired Christian
traditions that continue to thrive in the region today.

Jesus Culture
The redemptive, unifying work through the Cross of Christ.

Jesus didn’t come merely to establish a new religion; He came to redeem humanity and build a global,
united, and diverse family of believers. Through the Cross, Christ tears down every dividing wall,
whether of race, culture, status, or background (Ephesians 2:14-16). He forms one new people: God’s
colorful culture, where every tribe, tongue, and nation finds its place (Revelation 7:9).

Key Themes of His Culture

Freedom: Christ liberates His people not just from sin, but from every chain of man-made identity and
shame (Galatians 5:1). In His culture, we are free to belong and free to become who we were created to
be.

Unity: In Jesus, unity is not uniformity. The Cross unites people as they are, different colors, customs,
and backgrounds into one Spirit-filled body (1 Corinthians 12:12-14).

Family: Jesus’s culture is not a corporation or a club, it’s a family. By His blood, we are adopted as sons
and daughters of God (Romans 8:15-17). We are brothers and sisters, joined not by bloodlines but by His
blood.

Fate (Divine Destiny): In Christ, fate is not random, it is redeemed. God's sovereignty gives every life a
purpose. We are His workmanship, created for good works prepared beforehand (Ephesians 2:10).

Hope: In a broken world, Jesus offers hope that does not disappoint (Romans 5:5). His resurrection is the
promise that darkness, death, and despair do not have the final word.

Love: Love is not optional in Jesus’s culture, it’s the currency and command (John 13:34-35). His love is
reconciling, sacrificial, and unconditional.

Eternal Life: Jesus offers not just a better present, but an eternal future. His culture does not end at
death. It’s a kingdom that cannot be shaken and will never end (Hebrews 12:28, John 3:16).

Living in Jesus’s Culture

Jesus’s culture is all about the incredible, life-changing work He accomplished through the Cross. The
Cross isn’t just some old symbol; it’s where Jesus made a way for us to be set free from sin and brought
into a new family, a family united by His love and grace.

Jesus lived in a diverse, multicultural world, and His ministry showed us that God’s love is for everyone,

no matter their background or skin color. He welcomed people from all walks of life, showing that His
kingdom is inclusive and filled with hope.
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At the heart of it all is the Cross. Through Jesus’s death and resurrection, He took our sin upon Himself
and broke the power it held over us. This is what gives us true freedom, not just from sin but from the fear
of death. Because Jesus rose again, we have the promise of eternal life with God.

Jesus also taught that His followers are a new kind of family, bound together not by blood, but by love
and faith. This family is called to live in peace and unity, loving one another as Christ loved us. It’s a
community where hope shines brightest and where everyone belongs.

Hope, love, unity, freedom, and eternal life, they’re all part of the beautiful picture Jesus painted for us
through His life, death, and resurrection. This is the vibrant, colorful culture of the Gospel, the culture of
Jesus, that invites us all to share in God’s incredible plan for redemption and life forever.

Colossians 3:10-11 states, “since you have taken off your old self with its practices '° and have put on the

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. !! Here there is no Gentile or
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all”.

Let Jesus’s colorful culture redefines how you see the world, your neighbor, and yourself, not by the
labels of man, but by the grace and truth found in Him!

*See Part Two below...
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Part Two

Christianity and African Traditional Religion
A Biblical Incompatibility

Introduction

Africa’s rich spiritual heritage is very diverse, and one of the oldest expressions of that heritage is African
Traditional Religion, or ATR for short. ATR has shaped the lives of countless people for generations. If
you are a Christian wanting to understand ATR and how it relates to the Christian faith, this booklet is for
you.

Our goal is simple: to look carefully at what ATR teaches and practices and then compare those with what
the Bible reveals about God, salvation, and life. As Christians, we believe that the Bible shows us the
absolute truth, the one true God, the meaning of life, and the way to peace with God through Jesus Christ.

This booklet is not about disrespecting culture or tradition but about truth and guidance. We want to help
Christians lovingly understand why Christianity and ATR are different in important ways, where they
cannot be combined, and what dangers can come from mixing the two.

Some Important Words

African Traditional Religion (ATR): The native African faith that involves belief in a supreme God,
ancestors, spirits, and many special ceremonies.

Apologetics: Simply put, this means explaining and defending the Christian faith, especially when people
ask tough questions or have doubts.

Theology: Thinking carefully and deeply about God, who He is and what He wants for us, based on the
Bible’s teaching.

Point 1: What Is African Traditional Religion (ATR)

African Traditional Religion is not just one belief, but many practices and ideas shared by different
African peoples. It has been around for a long time, long before Christianity or Islam came to Africa.

What ATR Believes

In ATR, there is usually a belief in one main God, a supreme creator who made everything but is seen as
far away and not too involved in everyday life. This God goes by many names, depending on the tribe or
region, for example, Nyame, Olodumare, or Chineke.

But alongside this supreme God, ATR focuses a lot on ancestors, family members who have died but are

still believed to watch over and help the living. People honor their ancestors through prayers, offerings,
and ceremonies. They believe these ancestors have real power and can protect or punish.
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Besides ancestors, many spirits connected to nature, like rivers, trees, or animals, are also respected and
sometimes worshiped. This shows ATR’s closeness to the natural world and a belief that everything has a
spiritual side.

How People Practice ATR

ATR includes special ceremonies that keep balance between the spiritual and everyday life. These
include:

Divination: Finding out what the spirits or ancestors say through spiritual guides or special signs.
Sacrifices and Offerings: Giving gifts to spirits and ancestors to please them or ask for help.
Initiation Rites: Special ceremonies when someone grows into a new stage of life.

Cleansing Rituals: Ways to remove bad spirits or problems.

Spiritual leaders, like priests or healers, play an important role by guiding these ceremonies and helping
people understand messages from the spirit world.

ATR also connects closely with the community’s rules and ways of living, linking spiritual beliefs with
how people treat each other.

Point 2: What Does the Bible Say About God and True Religion?

To understand why Christianity and African Traditional Religion (ATR) don’t fit together, we need to
look at what the Bible teaches about God, worship, and true religion. One True God

The Bible teaches clearly that there is only one true God. In Deuteronomy 6:4, God says, “Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” This means God is unique and alone worthy of our worship. Isaiah

45:5 reminds us, “I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God.”

This is different from believing in many gods or spirits, which happens in ATR. Christianity is
monotheistic, we worship only one God, who is loving, holy, and powerful.

Worship God in Spirit and Truth

Jesus said in John 4:24, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” This
tells us that true worship is not about rituals or physical objects, but about worshiping God sincerely and
in line with His nature and truth.

ATR’s rituals sometimes involve worshiping ancestors or spirits, which the Bible warns against (Exodus
20:3-5). God commands His people not to worship other gods or spiritual beings but to worship Him
alone.

Beware of Idolatry

Idolatry means worshiping anything or anyone other than God. The Bible condemns idolatry strongly
because it leads people away from the one true God (1 Corinthians 10:14).
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In ATR, people may worship ancestors, nature spirits, or use objects like statues in worship. From a
Christian viewpoint, these things are false gods and spiritual traps.

Jesus Christ: The Only Way
One of the core teachings of Christianity is that salvation comes only through Jesus Christ. Jesus declared
in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 4:12 also says, “Salvation is found in no one else.”

This exclusivity means that beliefs that add or go against Christ’s sufficiency, like many beliefs in ATR,
cannot be mixed with Christianity without changing the gospel.

Point 3: Why African Traditional Religion and Christianity Cannot Be Mixed

Though African Traditional Religion (ATR) and Christianity both involve spiritual beliefs and worship,
they are very different at their core. In fact, the differences are so great that they cannot be combined
without losing the true message of Christianity.

One God or Many?

Christianity believes in one God, the Creator who is all-powerful, all-knowing, and personal. ATR, while
sometimes acknowledging a supreme God, also involves worship of many spirits and ancestors. This is

polytheism or belief in multiple spiritual beings besides the supreme God.

The Bible’s message is clear: God alone deserves worship (Deuteronomy 6:4). Christian faith rejects
worship of any other spiritual beings, including ancestors or nature spirits (Exodus 20:3-5).

The Role of Ancestors and Spirits

In ATR, ancestors are respected and believed to intervene in the lives of their descendants. People often
pray to ancestors, offer sacrifices, and seek guidance from spiritual leaders who act as intermediaries.

Christianity, however, teaches that Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and humans (1 Timothy
2:5). Praying to ancestors or spirits can become a form of idolatry and spiritual deception (1 John 5:21).

Divination and Spiritual Practices

ATR’s use of divination through oracles or spiritual guides is common. This practice involves seeking
knowledge or guidance through supernatural means other than God.

The Bible warns believers not to consult spirits, mediums, or fortune-tellers (Leviticus 19:31;
Deuteronomy 18:10-12). True guidance comes through God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.

The Danger of Syncretism
Syncretism means blending different religious beliefs into one system. While it might seem like a way to

embrace cultural identity and faith simultaneously, in reality, it waters down the gospel and leads people
away from biblical truth.
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The Bible warns Christians to be holy and separate from false beliefs: “Do not be yoked together with
unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14). Mixing ATR beliefs with Christianity compromises the exclusive
claims of Christ and confuses spiritual truth.

Point 4: The Negative Impacts of African Traditional Religion from a Christian Perspective

While African Traditional Religion (ATR) is an important part of African cultural heritage, from a
biblical Christian viewpoint, it also brings serious spiritual and social dangers. Understanding these
negative impacts can help Christians preach and live out the gospel more effectively.

Spiritual Bondage and Deception
ATR’s focus on many spirits, ancestors, and supernatural powers can put people under spiritual bondage.
The Bible warns that Satan and false spirits often appear as angels of light (2 Corinthians 11:14-15),

deceiving people and keeping them from the true freedom found in Christ.

Many who practice ATR may experience fear, guilt, and confusion from trying to obey spirits through
rituals and sacrifices which ultimately do not save or provide real peace.

Hindrance to Accepting the Gospel
ATR can make it hard for people to fully embrace the gospel because of conflicting beliefs. For example,
the idea that ancestors can intervene spiritually often competes with the belief that Jesus alone saves and

intercedes.

Believers raised in ATR contexts may struggle to break away from old habits and beliefs, which slows
spiritual growth and discipleship.

Social and Cultural Consequences
ATR practices sometimes lead to social problems. Fear of witchcraft accusations can divide communities
and families. Rituals involving sacrifices or harmful local customs can bring physical harm or

exploitation.

Such spiritual confusion can prevent communities from experiencing the true unity and healing Christ
offers.

Real Life Examples
In some areas, ATR practices have resulted in harmful outcomes such as violence due to accusations of

witchcraft, refusal of medical care in favor of spiritual remedies, or pressure to conform to rituals that
conflict with biblical teaching.

Point 5: Demonology, the Negative Effects of ATR on Afro-Caribbean People in Limon, and Rejecting
Non-Christian Cultural Practices

Understanding Demonology in the African Traditional and Christian Contexts
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Demonology is the study of demons or evil spiritual beings and their influence on human life. While
African Traditional Religion (ATR) does not originally use the biblical concept of demons in the same
way, it acknowledges the presence of spiritual forces, both good and evil, associated with nature,
ancestors, and spirits. Many ATR practices involve dealing with these spirits through rituals, sacrifices,
and exorcisms to protect or heal individuals.

From a Christian viewpoint, however, the spiritual beings worshiped or feared in ATR are often
considered deceptive evil spirits or demons (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). These spirits can bring harmful
spiritual bondage, mental and emotional distress, and open people to satanic influence.

Negative Spiritual and Social Effects on Afro-Caribbean People in Limén, Costa Rica

In Limoén, where significant Afro-Caribbean communities live, ATR and similar spiritual practices have
influenced culture and daily life. While some cultural expressions are innocent, many ATR-related
spiritual practices, such as ancestor veneration, sorcery, divination, and spirit possession, can have
harmful consequences:

Spiritual Bondage and Fear: People may live in constant fear of curses, witchcraft, or spirits, leading to
anxiety and dependence on occult rituals instead of trusting God’s peace (John 14:27).

Mental and Physical Suffering: Practices involving spirit possession and exorcisms sometimes worsen
mental health issues or delay medical treatment, leading to preventable suffering.

Hindrance to Gospel Acceptance: Deep attachment to these spiritual systems often blocks individuals
from fully embracing the gospel and experiencing freedom in Christ.

Division and Social Conflict: Fear of witchcraft or spiritual attack can cause family divisions,
accusation, and social breakdown.

Syncretism and Confusion: Mixing Christian faith with ATR practices dilutes biblical truth and confuses
believers about salvation and the nature of God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
Rejecting Non-Christian Cultural Practices in Light of Jesus’ Culture

Jesus embodies a culture centered on truth, love, holiness, and freedom in God. Scripture calls believers to
reject anything, whether cultural, religious, or traditional, that does not align with His teaching:

e Reject Spirit Worship and Occult Practices: The Bible warns against involvement with spirits
other than God (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). Christians are called to avoid divination, sorcery, and
ancestor worship.

o Reject Fear-Based Spirituality: Instead of fear of curses or spirits, believers receive the Spirit of
power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).

e Embrace the Culture of Christ: This includes humility, forgiveness, grace, and truth (Colossians

3:12-17). Christian cultural identity honors God alone, not human traditions that contradict
Scripture.
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e Separate from Syncretism: Mixing ATR beliefs with Christianity compromises faith purity.
Scripture commands believers to be holy and separate from unbelief (2 Corinthians 6:17).

o Live as New Creations: Believers are called to put off old practices and be renewed in Christ
(Ephesians 4:22-24), living in fellowship with God’s family across cultures but united in Christ.

Point 6: How to Share the Gospel with Those Influenced by African Traditional Religion

Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in places where African Traditional Religion (ATR) is strong can
be challenging, but it is also a great opportunity to show God’s love and truth. This Section offers helpful,
biblical ways to engage people respectfully and effectively.

Understand and Respect Cultural Background

Before engaging in spiritual conversations, take time to listen and learn about the person’s beliefs and
culture. Showing respect helps build trust and opens doors for honest dialogue.

Remember, the goal is not to reject a person’s culture but to point them to Christ as the truth and Savior
who will transform the culture.

Clearly Present the Gospel

Explain who Jesus is, why He came, and how He alone saves (John 3:16; Romans 10:9). Make sure the
message is simple, clear, and focused on grace, not on condemning people or cultures.

Use stories and examples from everyday life to help others relate to biblical truths.
Use Scripture to Gently Challenge False Beliefs

The Bible is our guide to truth. Encourage people to compare their beliefs with what God’s Word says,
especially about worship, God’s nature, and salvation (Hebrews 4:12).

Be patient and gentle (1 Peter 3:15), answering questions with kindness and respect.
Encourage Discipleship and Growth

Once someone begins to follow Christ, help them grow in faith through Bible study, prayer, and joining a
community of believers. This support helps them break free from old spiritual ties (Colossians 2:6-7).

Pray for Wisdom and the Holy Spirit’s Guidance

Evangelism and discipleship are spiritual work. Pray for God’s help to speak truth in love and for hearts
to be opened
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What does Jesus expect us to do with our culture?

o Jesus did not intend for His followers to merely adopt His 1st-century Jewish culture but to
embrace His teachings, life, and mission wholly.
“I did not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17).
True Christian faith transcends specific cultural forms and calls for inward transformation
and obedience to God.

e The early church transcended cultural boundaries, contextualizing the gospel without abandoning
biblical truth:
“There is neither Jew nor Greek... for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).
This shows Christianity’s essence is in faith and unity, not cultural conformity.

e When cultural practices contradict God’s commands, Jesus calls for transformation, not
Integration:
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word” (John 14:23). Faithful discipleship means obedience
over cultural accommodation when the two conflict.

Call to Faithfulness

African Traditional Religion is deeply rooted in many cultures and lives, but it presents spiritual
challenges that are carefully addressed in the light of Scripture. Christians are called to be faithful to
God’s Word, standing firm in the truth of the gospel and lovingly sharing it with others.

We have seen that Christianity and ATR cannot be mixed without compromising the truth about God,
salvation, and worship. The Bible calls believers to worship God alone, avoid idolatry, and rely fully on
Jesus Christ for salvation.

As followers of Christ, our mission is to lovingly engage those influenced by ATR, respecting their
culture but speaking truth clearly. By depending on God’s power through prayer, studying Scripture, and
offering patient guidance, we can help others find true freedom and hope.

May this booklet encourage you to confidently live out your faith with grace and truth, shining Christ’s
light in every place.

15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
Joshua 24:15
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Additional Resources

African Traditional Religions

Exploring Humanity’s Universal Thread: The Supreme Being in African and World Religions

Across continents and centuries, one core idea has characterized human spirituality: belief in a supreme
being or divine source, whether worshiped directly or approached through a spiritual hierarchy. The
following guide outlines how this theme is reflected in both African traditional religions and globally
recognized faiths, with a focus on distinctive details and historical origins.

African Traditional Religions: Unity in Diversity and the Timeless Supreme

African traditional religions are highly diverse and ancient, with roots extending deep into prehistory.
Many systems, such as those of the Yoruba and Akan, have existed in some recorded form for centuries or
millennia. Foundational to these traditions is the concept of a supreme being viewed as the ultimate
source of existence and moral order. The following details summarize each tradition’s structure and core
beliefs.

Yoruba Religion (Ifa/Orisha), West Africa (Practiced from at least ¢. 1000 BCE to Present)
e Location: Yorubaland (Nigeria/nearby)
o System: Ifa (divination) led by Babalawo (“Father of the Secrets™)
e Supreme deity: Olodumare (“Owner of the Source™)
e Pantheon (all derive authority from Olodumare):
e Olodumare (supreme creator)
 Oranmila (wisdom/divination, “the one who knows the heavens”)
o  Osun (fresh water, love, fertility)
e Sang6 (thunder, justice, “he who makes thunder”)
e Yemoja (mother/ocean, nurturing, “mother of fishes”)
e Obatala (“king of white cloth”, purity/ethics)
o Esu (trickster/messenger, “the one who opens the way”)
« Ogun (iron/labor/war, “one who pierces™)
e Oya (storms/change, “she tore”)
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o Ibeji (twins, balance/duality)
e Nana Burukt (ancient grandmother spirit)

Practices: Divination, sacrifices, ancestor worship, and beliefs in reincarnation along family lines,
all structured around relations with the supreme.

Central teaching: Iwa (character/ethical behavior), described as reflecting the order associated with
Olodumare.

Influence: Diasporic religions in the Americas, such as Santeria, reflect similar structures of
authority and spiritual hierarchy.

Akan Religion (Ghana and Ivory Coast) , Historically Documented from c. 1200 CE to Present

Other name: Akom
Supreme god: Nyame, identified as the source and ultimate judge.

Secondary deities: Asase (earth goddess), Abosom (intermediaries), recognized as serving under
Nyame.

Folk hero: Anansi (spider), a figure associated with storytelling and morals, sometimes linked to
the actions of the supreme.

Practices: Ancestor worship, ritual festivals, and communal relationships are connected to Nyame
and the spiritual order.

Zulu/Xhosa Religion (Southern Africa), Origins in Remote Antiquity, Documented Since ¢. 1600 CE

Ancestor worship: Amadlozi (Zulu), Amathongo (Xhosa) are venerated as intermediaries between
the divine and the living.

Ritual specialists: Sangomas (healers/diviners), Inyangas (herbalists) are responsible for
maintaining prescribed balance.

Practices: Trance dances, sacrifices, and communication with nature spirits are conducted within
frameworks linked to the supreme being.

Focus: Social structure and land are regarded as being under the authority of the ultimate source.

Vodun (Benin and Togo), Rooted in Ewe and Fon Civilizations from at least ¢. 1500 BCE to Present

Origin: Ewe and Fon

Supreme god: The supreme has the highest position within the spiritual order, while Vodun spirit
entities are recognized at additional levels.
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Practices: Spirit possession, drumming, sacrifices, and altar offerings are conducted to
communicate within the hierarchy.

Influence: The development of systems such as Haitian Vodou and Afro-Caribbean religions
incorporates similar concepts of spiritual authority.

San/Khoi San Traditions (Southern Africa), Among the World’s Oldest, Dating Back Over 20,000

Years

Traits: Animistic and shamanistic elements, with an emphasis on natural forces, animals,
ancestors, and an ultimate, originating spirit.

Practices: Trance dances led by shamans are performed to facilitate communication with creative
forces.

Worldview: Emphasis is placed on maintaining harmony with cycles regarded as originating from
the supreme source.

Common Threads in African Religions
All African traditional religions, regardless of the particular details, are structured with reference to a

supreme source.

Ancestor veneration and moral self-improvement (Iwa) form major elements.
Oral tradition and the roles of ritual specialists (babalawo, sangoma, shaman) are fundamental.

Community, ethics, and the perception of land as sacred reflect the underlying spiritual
framework.

Transmissions of beliefs, along with similar structures, are observed in Diasporic and Afro-
Caribbean traditions.

Ultimately, even where numerous deities and spirits are recognized, primary authority and origin
are attributed to the supreme.

Global Religious Parallels: The Supreme Across Civilizations

From ancient Mesopotamia to more recent faiths, recognition of a supreme being or source underpins the

structure and worldview of many religions.

Sumerian Religion (Mesopotamia): c. 3500-2000 BCE
A pantheon of gods, with An described as the “father of gods™; Enlil and Enki serve as principle
figures subordinate to An.

Ancient Egyptian Religion: c. 3000 BCE onward
Atum and Ra are recognized as creator gods; Akhenaten’s period (Aten, c¢. 1353 BCE) marks an
attempt to consolidate divine authority under one.
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e Indus Valley Civilization (Early Hindu roots): ¢. 2500 BCE
Early references to gods and goddesses, with the Rigveda (c. 1500 BCE) describing Rudra
(Shiva), later identified in a supreme role; concepts later focus on Brahman as the universal reality.

e Ancient Mesopotamian (Akkadian/Babylonian/Assyrian): c. 2000 BCE onward
Different eras identify Enlil, Marduk, or Ashur as governing the pantheon.

e Ancient Greek Religion: ¢. 1200 BCE onward
A polytheistic system with Zeus as king and judge, occupying the highest position among the
gods.

e Indo-Iranian/Zoroastrian: c¢. 1500 BCE onward
Multiple gods (Devas, Ahuras) are described; with Zoroastrianism (c. 6th BCE), Ahura Mazda is
recognized as the singular source of truth and light.

e Ancient Roman Religion: c. 750 BCE onward
Jupiter is identified as the primary god, with attributes paralleling those of Zeus.

e Ancient Chinese Religions (Shang/Zhou): ¢. 1300 BCE onward
Shangdi, described as the supreme, is invoked for cosmological order and significant events.

e Norse Mythology: c. 700—1100 CE
Odin is identified as the All-Father, associated with wisdom, war, and death.

e Abrahamic Religions:
e Judaism (from c. 1000 BCE): Yahweh is recognized as the single supreme entity.
o Christianity (1st century CE): God is described as Creator and Sustainer.
e Islam (7th century CE): Allah is worshipped as the one true God.

e Zoroastrianism (Persia): c. 6th century BCE, Ahura Mazda
Noted as a central figure representing light and truth.

o Shinto (Japan): ancient origins-c. 7th century CE, Amenominakanushi
Identified as primordial within the spiritual hierarchy.

e Hinduism (major texts onward): 1500 BCE to present, Brahman
Brahman is conceptualized as the universal principle; all other gods are regarded as aspects or
manifestations.

A Shared Human Vision

Across various religions, regardless of continent, time period, or cultural specifics, a singular supreme
source is commonly identified as the anchor of cosmology, order, and ethics. Interpretations of and
approaches to this source vary: sometimes depicted as closely involved, other times regarded as distant
and engaged through intermediaries. In all instances, the supreme being or principle functions as the
foundational concept upon which religion and community are built.

This pattern highlights a widespread search for origin, order, and meaning throughout human societies,
providing valuable context for understanding diverse spiritual traditions and their commonalities.
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Black Pastors Warning Against ATR and Its Rituals

e Dr. Samuel Adjai Crowther (First African Anglican Bishop):
“African traditional practices such as divination, sacrifice, and ancestor worship are contrary to the
pure worship of the one true God revealed in Christ. They must be rejected to embrace the fullness
of the gospel.”

e Rev. John Mbiti, a Kenyan theologian who critiqued syncretism:
“Where Christianity becomes mixed with traditional African religious practices, the gospel is
diluted, and the power of Christ’s salvation is compromised. True conversion requires forsaking
all the false gods and spirits.”

e Bishop Aubrey Mwangi (Kenyan Pentecostal leader):
“Many Christians mistakenly continue to consult traditional healers and perform rituals inherited
from their tribal religions. This is a rejection of Christ’s lordship and a dangerous compromise that
opens the door to spiritual deception.”

e Rev. N. T. Mbewe (Zambian preacher):
“Attaching Christian symbols to traditional charms or relying on ancestral spirits alongside Jesus
creates false confidence. Our faith must rest solely on Christ’s finished work and the authority of
Scripture.”

e Dr. Michael S. Mbua (African theologian):
“African Christianity must clearly separate from traditional religious worldviews that depend on
ritual power and supernatural manipulation. The gospel calls for a transformed heart, not merely a
cultural adaptation.”
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Comparative Religion Chart
. . s . Textual Verifiability of Core Unique Aspects
Religion Historical Evidence Reliability Truth Claims or Claims
Christianity Multiple attested early sources; Most manuscript Resurrection claim can be Incarnation of God
corroborated by non-Christian copies among critically tested; multiple, in Jesus; bodily
historians; central event ancient texts; early | independent attestations; resurrection;
(resurrection) thoroughly dating; high central to faith universal message
examined textual confidence
via critical
scholarship
Islam Quran compiled early; Quran is highly Central truth claim Quran as final,
Muhammad's life documented in | preserved; claims (revelation to Muhammad) | flawless
Islamic and some later non- of inerrancy but lacks external revelation;
Muslim sources; historical variations and corroboration; supernatural | Muhammad as last
grounding for Mecca/Medina translations found; | events not independently prophet; scriptural
events hadith collections | verified Arabic considered
compiled later miraculous
Hinduism Ancient origins; Ancient texts well- | Metaphysical/philosophical | Cycle of rebirth;
Vedas/Upanishads centuries old; | preserved, but claims, not testable many deities;
primarily oral then written; lacks | compounded over | historically; reincarnation, | philosophical
corroborated historical founders centuries; karma unverifiable system
multilayered
tradition
Buddhism Siddhartha Gautama historically | Pali Canon and Enlightenment, karma, and | Four Noble
plausible but details legendary; other sutras rebirth are Truths; Eightfold
ancient monastic tradition preserved after philosophical/metaphysical, | Path; non-theistic
oral transmission; | not historically testable or atheistic
various orientation
schools/versions
Judaism Ancient Israel verified Tanakh/Old Messianic, miraculous Covenant people;
archaeologically; some biblical Testament stable claims rely on scripture; awaiting Messiah;
events corroborated; miracles not | over centuries; messiah promise Torah central
independently attested Dead Sea Scrolls considered as yet
support unfulfilled
transmission; oral
traditions also
important
African Mainly oral tradition; local myths | Oral, flexible; few | Local spirits and ancestor Ancestor worship;
Traditional and ritual; limited written record; | codified texts; veneration untestable; no spirit interaction;
Religions no single founder traditions change universal claims to community-centric
(ATR) by region historically verify rites

*This chart neutrally shows that, Christianity has the earliest and most multiply attested historical claims (notably the
resurrection), the largest manuscript tradition, and a central truth claim open to historical scrutiny. Islam’s Quran is well-
preserved and respected internally but, like all religious texts, faces translation and transmission issues. Other major religions
focus more on metaphysical or communal truths, which are less verifiable historically or empirically.
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Scholarly Quotes
The Bible’s Historical Accuracy and Reliability

1.

Flavius Josephus (Jewish historian, ca. AD 93):

"Now around this time lived Jesus, a wise man. For he was a worker of amazing deeds and was a
teacher of people who gladly accept the truth. He won over both many Jews and many Greeks.
Pilate, when he heard him accused by the leading men among us, condemned him to the cross,
(but) those who had first loved him did not cease (doing so). To this day the tribe of Christians
named after him has not disappeared."

(Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 18.3.3)

William F. Albright (Archaeologist):
"There can be no doubt that archacology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old

Testament tradition."
(Albright, W.F. - Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, 1957)

Nelson Glueck (Archaeologist and Jewish scholar):

"It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever contradicted a biblical
reference."”

(Glueck, N. - Rivers in the Desert, 1959)

F.F. Bruce (Bible Scholar and Historian):
"The New Testament documents are remarkably trustworthy as historical documents."
(Bruce, F.F. - The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?, 1951)

. Bart Ehrman (Secular New Testament scholar):

"The New Testament is the best attested book of the ancient world with more than 5,600 Greek
manuscripts... It is more reliable in terms of transmission than any ancient document that has ever
been passed down."

(Ehrman, B. - Misquoting Jesus, 2005)

Bart Ehrman (on historical reliability):

"The New Testament is better attested historically than any other body of literature from the
ancient world."

(Ehrman, B. - Misquoting Jesus, 2005)

Geza Vermes (Jewish historian):
"The figure of Jesus can be established with a high degree of certainty."
(Vermes, G. - Jesus the Jew, 1973)

Richard Bauckham (Scholar of early Christian history):

"The Gospels are reliable testimony for the historical Jesus and his ministry."
(Bauckham, R. - Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, 2006)

E.P. Sanders (New Testament scholar):
"Despite arguments to the contrary, the Gospels provide historically valuable information about
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Jesus."
(Sanders, E.P. - Jesus and Judaism, 1985)

10. John P. Meier (Historian of Jesus):
"The evidence corroborates many specific details of Jesus' life."
(Meier, J.P. - A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, 1991)

11. Lucian of Samosata (Greek satirist, ca. AD 166):
"...the Christians, you know, worship a man to this day, — the distinguished personage who
introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account...."
(Lucian, The Passing of Peregrinus)

12. E.Y. Mullins (Theologian respected beyond Christian circles):
“If Christianity is false it cannot be saved by theology, if it is true it cannot be destroyed by
science.”
(Mullins, E.Y. - The Christian Religion in Its Doctrinal Expression, 1926)
13. General scholarly consensus:
"Expert historians believe a man named Jesus, recognizable as the one described in the gospels,
lived and died in first century Palestine."
(Consensus of secular historians and scholars, e.g., Walter Bauer, Dale Allison)
Why This Matters
These expert voices show that the Bible stands out among religious texts for its:
o Early and multiple historical sources
e Vast number of surviving ancient manuscripts
o High degree of textual accuracy through scholarly testing
This scholarly consensus supports the core claims of Christianity, especially the historicity of Jesus,

making the Bible a uniquely reliable ancient document, not just among religious writings, but in history
overall.

Theme Example Verses
Monotheism, no idolatry Deut 6:4, Isa 45:5, Ex 20:3-5, 1 Cor 10:14
Only Christ saves John 14:6, Acts 4:12, Jn 3:16, Rom 10:9
Authority of Scripture Heb 4:12, Col 2:6-7, Eph 4:22-24
Spiritual transformation Eph 4:22-24,2 Tim 1:7, Col 2:6-7, Joh 3:16
Reject occult/false teaching | Lev 19:31, Deut 18:10-12, 2 Cor 11:14-15

pg. 29



Glossary of Key Terms

African Traditional Religion (ATR): Indigenous spiritual beliefs and practices native to African
cultures, involving a supreme deity, ancestor veneration, spirits, rituals, and divination.

Apologetics: The discipline of explaining and defending the Christian faith in a reasoned and respectful
way.

Ancestor Worship: Honoring and seeking guidance or protection from deceased family members,
believed to influence the living.

Divination: Seeking knowledge or guidance through supernatural means other than God, such as oracles
or spiritual mediums.

Idolatry: Worshiping anything or anyone other than the one true God, including objects, spirits, or
ancestors.

Mediator: One who reconciles or stands between two parties; in Christianity, Jesus Christ is the only true
mediator between God and humans.

Monotheism: Belief in one God, a central teaching of Christianity.
Polytheism: Belief in many gods or spiritual beings, common in ATR.

Syncretism: The blending of different religious beliefs or practices into one system, which dilutes
biblical truth.

BC: "Before Christ," referring to years before Jesus' birth.

AD: "Anno Domini," Latin for "in the year of the Lord," marking years after Jesus' birth. There is no year
zero. The system was devised in the 6th century by Dionysius Exiguus. AD does not mean "after death".

Bibliography (NIV)

e Freedom through the Cross:
"He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness; 'by his wounds you have been healed."' 1 Peter 2:24

e The Power of the Cross:
"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:18

e Unity and New Family:
"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another..."
Colossians 3:12-13
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e Love and Hope:
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love." 1 Corinthians
13:13

e Promise of Eternal Life:
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16

e Jesus as the Way to the Father:
"Jesus answered, 'l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me."" John 14:6

o Salvation by Grace through Faith:
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God not by works, so that no one can boast." Ephesians 2:8-9
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