Foreword

Every book has a form, and this one takes the form of a trial. Not because
theatrics were needed, but because nothing else does justice to the scale of
what is at stake. Climate collapse, ecosystem destruction, mass deception,
these are not unfortunate mishaps. They are crimes in every meaningful
sense: moral, political, and increasingly legal. Crimes with perpetrators,
accomplices, cover-ups, and victims. And in human history, crimes this
grave have ultimately been judged, by courts, by history, or by both.

Here the courtroom becomes the stage. The author steps forward as
prosecutor, laying out evidence, calling witnesses, and dismantling the
defense. Corporations, oil giants, agribusiness, financiers, chemical titans,
appear as the defendants, not as faceless abstractions but as commercial
organizations with names, strategies, and balance sheets. Each chapter
unfolds as a charge: forests felled, oceans gutted, soils eroded, waters
drained, species extinguished, economies warped, and tipping points crossed.
Exhibits are entered. Arguments are made.

But no trial proceeds without a jury. That is where you, the reader, come in.
You are not a passive spectator. You are the jury, sworn to hear the case,
weigh the evidence, and deliberate on guilt. The purpose of this framing is
simple: you are not here to skim statistics or nod at headlines; you are here to
sit in judgment on the greatest crime in history.

So consider this your summons. Take your seat in the jury box of history.
You will hear testimony from Earth itself, from forests, oceans, soils, and
species. You will listen as science testifies and as deception cross-examines.
And when the arguments conclude, the verdict will not be abstract. It will be
yours.

The evidence is overwhelming, the excuses exhausted, the alibis laughable.
The defendants are not clever so much as they are greedy, repeating the same
tactics long after the evidence was undeniable. Their slogans are not shields;
they reveal more than they conceal. This trial is not a drama, it is a
reckoning. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury: the case is about to begin.
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Introduction: The Indictment

Every age is judged by its crimes. Some by wars of conquest, some by
slavery, some by genocide. Our age will be judged by a crime whose scale,
duration, and irreversibility will eclipse those before it: the systematic
destruction of the living planet.

The jury will note: this is how the crime began, not with ignorance, but with
intention. The charges are clear: reckless endangerment of the climate, the
poisoning of air and water, the liquidation of forests and soils, the
extermination of species, and the betrayal of future generations. This is not
negligence. It is not accident. It is willful, organized, and profit-driven.

The evidence is overwhelming. By the 1950s, scientists had shown that
fossil-fuel carbon dioxide was accumulating in the atmosphere and raised the
alarm that it could significantly warm the Earth. By the late 1970s, key
government reports in the United States and elsewhere had concluded that
rising greenhouse gases would cause significant warming. By the 1980s,
corporations like Exxon and Shell had internal models forecasting global
warming with striking accuracy. They chose not to act, they chose to deceive.

The playbook was simple: deny the science, delay the response, distract the
public. The very strategy used by tobacco to hide the link between smoking
and cancer was deployed to conceal the link between fossil fuels and
planetary collapse. The results are now written across the Earth: ice sheets
melting, oceans acidifying, forests burning, and species vanishing at a rate
unseen in millions of years.

This book presents the case as an indictment. Each chapter is an exhibit.
Forests, oceans, water, soil, biodiversity, energy, economics, every system
testifies to the crimes committed. The defendants are not only corporations
and governments, but the system of short-term profit that enabled them.

The stakes could not be higher. If the jury of history, humanity itself, fails to
deliver justice, the sentence will be carried out not by courts but by the Earth:
rising seas, failed harvests, mass displacement, and collapse.

The indictment begins here. The evidence will follow. The verdict is ours to
render.
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Notes on Sources: All claims referenced in this Introduction are fully
documented in the chapters that follow.

v



