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Melfort United Church

2023 Summer newsletter

Contact Us:
melfortuc@sasktel.net Find us on Facebook!
Office: 306-752-2288 Melfort United Church
Minister: 306-752-4312 Rev. Jon’s on Twitter!
www.melfortunitedchurch.com @JonWorrallRev

Minister’'s Message
It is hard to believe that summer is upon us.

At this time, | do not have any vacation time(s) scheduled, but | will inform the congregation

as soon as my family and | have made plans.

It seems like things are getting back to normal in our community of faith. We started Bible

Study which I greatly enjoy, as there is always wonderful and engaging discussion.

All good things must come to an end (at least until the fall). There will be no Bible

Study over the summer. The last session will be held on June 29'".

We have completed Confirmation Class. | could not ask for a better group of confirmands. |

had so much fun getting to know Maclin and Madison. We had our wind-up on June 11". Madison

made a tasty pizza, and Maclin baked delicious cookies for us to enjoy.
We will be celebrating our graduates on Sunday, June 18",

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to all of our committee and board members, as

well as all of our dedicated volunteers who dedicate their time and efforts to doing the work of the

church.

A special thanks to Don Neher, who served as Chairman of the Board for many years. He did

a wonderful job, and | know the entire community of faith appreciates all of his hard work.

If anyone wishes to drop by my office for a visit and coffee, or just want to chat, please feel

free to text or call me on my cell (306-241-8279) or call the church.

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer.

Blessings,
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Property Committee Report June 2023

p “ommittee has once again had a busy year.
NE Waste recently snaked our ! eer lines.
- We are currently looking for sc o]
¢in the bell tower. We are also Iooklng ’”
to clean and repair the eaves troughs. e

There was an inspection of our church by OH&S
We are still waiting for their report regarding our
response to the inspection. We are working with RS
Management to address some of the identified
deficiencies .

We will be looking for board approval to train Caleb and interested church
members in how to handle asbestos safely. This will allow Caleb to address
minor cleanups.

After reviewing our rental rates, we decided to increase them.

Our committee has been happy to serve the needs of our church.

Respectfully,
Kelly Copeland, Ryan Heavin, Judy Meier

Artisan Show and Sale Scott Woods Concert

Thanks to all who helped in any way with the Thank you to the many
Artisan Show and Sale hosted by the church in congregational members who

. : ) : helped host a fabulous Scott
early May. Traffic was a little light, but it was a

i ) Woods Show on Monday, May 15.
fun day and we discovered many hidden There were over 120 people in

talents! attendance, and we helped raise
Thanks also to those who came for lunch and $1160. Scott Woods will return on
pie and those who provided the food. We raised November 15, 2023 as part of his
almost $800.00 for the church. Christmas tour. Tickets are

- Gail Forsyth available now at scottwoods.ca.




- Worship Committee

: The Worship Committee continues to meet once a
nth, usually the first Wednesday with the exception of the
mmer months.

services. For the first time in a few years, we had services on
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday along
with our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. The additional
services were Jon'’s first time doing them and he brought new
ideas that were well received. All services were well attended.

are so thankful for our music every Sunday. We have a wonderful team in
Mauvis, Jodi, Tracey and Grace, who conduct and play and our choir who are second to
none. Thank you to all of them!

Our Facebook page has been taken over by Jodi Allen-Corbett and she has been
posting and keeping it updated with the goings on in the church. We continue to live
stream on Facebook, so people can watch live or go onto the page and watch later. We
get about 75-80 view each week for our service.

Jon continues to offer thoughtful services. He is busy with confirmation and bible
study as well as composing wonderful services and great sermons. He is truly a blessing.

Respectfully Submitted,
sina McAvoy on behalf of the Worship Committee

Finance Report

Finance committee members are Kim Eskowich, Don Meier and Peggy George. We are so grateful
to everyone that organizes fundraisers for our church and also to those that support such events.
Our noon luncheons are always popular (not sure if it's the food or the fellowship that is most
enjoyed, haha). The Scott Woods was another successful fundraiser. Thank you everyone.

Unfortunately, our deficit continues to rise. Our first quarter, ending April 30", saw us at a shortfall
of $11,458. A gentle reminder that even though many take summer holidays, our expenses do not.
If you are going to be away, or you enjoy watching our live broadcasts from home, perhaps you
would consider leaving a postdate check at the office or do an e-transfer to
melfortunitedchurch@sasktel.net. Either way, your donation will be receipted for income tax at the
end of the year.

Until next time, enjoy this beautiful season, stay safe and join us on Sunday’s when you can.

Peggy George
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Women Alive and UCW General Activities from January - June

Jan. - Noon Luncheon
- took down the Christmas decorations
- Myra Busby, President of the Melfort Community in Blooms, gave us a very
informative & enjoyable presentation.
Feb. - made 30 plus Valentine Cards for Pastoral Care to deliver at visits before
Valentine's Day. Some members were able to also help with the visits. Catered
Joyce Kadachuk’s funeral.
Mar. - hosted the World Day of Prayer "I've Heard About Your Faith" video

presented by the host Committee of Taiwan and WICC. Lunch followed. 14
‘ attended and $195 in offerings was sent to WICC.
- Mar.16, we offered our 26" Stew Supper to the public. Thank you to our
’ church family for donations of biscuits and desserts and for doing set up, take

down, and helping with clean up, taking cash, delivering meals, & greeting @
the door. It was a huge success and $2,392.39 was raised. Sorry to say, we had
. to turn people away as we ran out of stew.
April - Pat Butt researched and presented "Personal Preparation” to help us
‘ prepare for our future years e.g. financial plans, estate planning, wills, living wills,
funeral planning, etc. Pat gave us lots to think about.
- A lively bunch showed up to help with the "Kitchen Cleaning".
May - We are very sad to say that one of WA's longest members, Gail Kolodinsky,
passed away from cancer. She was a very involved member over the years. She
spent many years in executive positions, and she was always willing to go
the extra mile, and say, "l will do that". She was truly a rare gem. We miss her
dearly. We made a donation to the Memorial Fund to honor her memory.
- We decided to pass $2500 of our funds, mainly from the Stew Supper, to
. the UCW General. $2100 is to be dispersed to the church and $400. to Camp
Tapawingo.

June - Colleen Clarke hosted our Potluck Windup. Lots of good food, good friends,
much laughter and conversation made for a great time. We return for our first
meeting on Wed. Sept. 6 @ 1:30.
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Congratulations and best wishes to our Graduates as you enter the next
stage of your lives. You are such a talented group, we know you will succeed in
.' whatever field you enter. We will miss you but will be happy to see you back in our
midst, anytime you get the chance.

..‘ Have a great summer, everyone!




with u

continuing our faith journey with you!

and see what we can offer.

dirt, snow, grass and grime, but all the other challenges of manag
your workload around your other commitments and keeping this
place in great shape. Our talented music leaders, filling the
sanctuary with beautiful sounds - Mavis, Jodi, Tracey, Grace and our
other pinch hitters -

1 Chairperson’s Report

| appy almost summer everyone! | hope you all get a chance to
y some quality time with your friends and family over the next
)le of months.

thank you so much.

And of course Jon and his family. It's been a treat to have you

a pretty regular schedule. Your leadership in the confirmation class is truly
appreciated, and speaking as a parent, | know those sessions have been valuable
and enjoyed. And it's not just about the pizza! Please know you are valued and
supported. |, along with the rest of the board and congregation look forward to

We have had a few challenges, and of course, finances are always at the forefront.
Thank you to all of you who have donated your time and energy to various projects
and promotions, fundraisers and bake sales - and those who continue to give their
offerings. We are again, however, needing to find ways to generate more revenue -
and getting more people into our church would be an amazing start. Please take
some time over the summer to reflect on this, and perhaps invite someone to come

Thank you for reading! Enjoy your summer.

- Chris Corbett

Christian Education Report

The Sunday School has been meeting to
discuss current issues and social justice
topics. In June, they painted the steps of the
church for pride. There are approximately 10
Sunday school members, most teens. We

Summer staff availability

With summer holidays approaching, the
church staff may not be in the building when
they normally are. Please call ahead to make
sure the person you want to see will be
around.

have 4 youth graduating this year. We are
looking for new teachers or teachers who are
willing to teach one or two Sundays a month.
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Melfort United Church Choir

Our year is winding up!!!l We are so thankful for all of the wonderful compliments we received about our
music. Once again, we are able to perform this music due to the talented piano players, Jodi and Tracey.
Many, many thanks.

We will be having our wind-up at the Peters house on June 215t. We will say our goodbyes to
Madison McAvoy and Alexis Heavin. It will be so different not to have youth in our choir in the coming
year!l!

Parkland/Nirvana will be on June 25". We have three anthems that we will be performing and
welcome church members to come to these services. Nirvana at 2:00 p.m. and Parkland at 3:00 p.m.

Just a reminder that church members can find our pre-recorded anthems on You tube. Just search
the name of the anthem or Melfort United Church Choir. We would like to be able to have a techie
person add these anthems to the church website. Many thanks to Don and Donna Signori for the taping
and uploading of these anthems!!!

We look forward to bringing music to the church service starting again in September . Choir
rehearsals will start up on Wednesday, September 6™ at 7:00 p.m. New members are welcome and
chouraged!!!!

g

R MEMBERS™
' Bass — L. Anderson, B. Friesen, C. Corbett;
’ Tenors — R. Heavin, D. Meier, D. Neher;
& Sopranos — M. Heavin, B. Meier, D. Signori, P. Dolo, R. Heavin, S. Walker, M. McAvoy;
h Altos — J. Meier, S. Amundrud, V. Signori, T. Hedin, B. \"R/Qite, J. Allan-Corbett.
Director-M. Peters X" '
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Ministry and Personnel Report

The Ministry and Personnel committee consists of Gary Clarke, Marlene Stevenson and Cheryl
Sproule (chair). The mandate of the committee is to provide support for our staff. The meetings are
tentatively scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM.

Our church is blessed to have a very competent staff. Minister, Jon Worrall; music director, Mavis
Peters; pianists, Jody Corbett, Tracy Hedin, and alternate, Grace Wilton; office administrator, Erin
Norris-Pott and custodian, Caleb Hubbell. If you encounter any of these folks, be sure to thank them
for the work that they do for the church.

Respectfully submitted, ‘
Cheryl Sproule




Scott Woods Show '

© A BN

il




L
a
o
o
Y
o
o
<
-

FRHETR
it







