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Minister’'s Message

It is hard to believe that Advent and Christmas are almost among us.

As | write this, I stop to look out my office window.

It is snowing; the green lushness of creation hidden and submerged beneath an increasingly massive
layer of snow. Scripture springs to mind (and not just because | am taking a break from writing a reflection
on Isaiah 11, to write my entry for the Christmas newsletter).

In Isaiah 11, the Word of God comes to Isaiah.

God tells him that “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots.” (11:1) God speaks of bringing an end to something, while simultaneously promising to bring
new life — new creation, as God continues to do something new.

While | am veering away from the actual meaning behind the scriptural text of the stump and
branch, the imagery of a stump resonated with me as it speaks to a community of faith and its struggles.

On its own, a tree stump seems to signify the end of life — death. However, God promises the people
of God that this was not the end. The stump will continue to not only grow, but grow abundantly.

This reflects God’s promise that God remains with us. It’s illustrative of the belief that faith carries
us through the darkest or harshest of times; the green shoot will grow from the stump, in spite of evidence
to the contrary.

This passage resonates with me on a personal and spiritual level. We are in the Season of Advent; a
period of waiting. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, our community of faith, like many other
denominations, have struggled to be the church in a pandemic. We have waited for its end, waited for us to
return to normal church activities.

While we may still be waiting for an end to uncertainty and worry, we, as a community, are still
here. Still committed to doing the work of the church.

We are still gathering for Sunday worship at 10:30 AM. We continue to live-stream our services on
Facebook. We have resumed Bible Study; a time for reflection, fellowship and wonderful discussion. The
talented youth of the congregation will be leading a White Gift service on December 11™,

| can close my eyes and envision the green shoots which are growing. We have held numerous
fundraisers; yard sales, pie sales, and fall suppers (activities which have not only brought in much needed
funds, but provided opportunities for further fellowship). There have been celebrations: anniversaries and
birEhdays. Our community reached a milestone; the UCW celebrated its sixtieth anniversary on September
17",

And we continue on faithfully serving God and following the path of Christ. Imitating Christ’s
example, as a community, we have begun the lengthy process of beginning the discerning process in
becoming an Affirming congregation.

Becoming an Affirming congregation means being Christ-like in terms of hospitality, justice,
compassion, and inclusion. It means explicitly welcoming, supporting and advocating for all those who
experience oppression; LGBTQ2+, people of color, etc. It means that God’s Spirit, is working through our
community, continuing to do something new in creation.

It is an exciting time to be the church.

If any would like to get in touch with me for a chat or a visit, please feel free to contact me by phone
(1-306-241-8279), email (rev.jonworrall@gmail.com), or stop by the church during office hours (Monday
to Thursday; 9:00-5:00)

God bless.

- Jon



mailto:(rev.jonworrall@gmail.com),

Board Chair Report

How did the season of Advent arrive so quickly?
Everyone is busy preparing and anticipating - be it at home
or at church. At church, the sanctuary has been dressed for
the season, our choirs are busy practicing special music,
the Sunday School is busy preparing for the White Gift
Service, and Jon and the worship committee are planning
for the December services and more. Thanks to all of
you, the members, if it wasn’t for the contribution of your
time (be it big or small), our church would not be.

At our November board meeting it was passed that our
Annual Meeting has been set for March 5. With that info
also comes a request for you to consider filling a position
on the new board. We will have a signup sheet in the
entrance by the office or you can leave a message at the
office. Please indicate what committee you might best use
your talents on.

We have had a busy fall with many successful events —
Garage Sale (thanks Gary and crew), Fall Supper (thanks
Gail, Cheryl and Bea for organizing), Tea and Bazar to
name a few. Bible study has started again. Thank you to
everyone who have helped out and supported these events.

As we enter into this Advent season let’s remember to take
some time to prepare our hearts for the celebration of Jesus
birth. 1 wish you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Don Neher
Board Chairperson

Upcoming Events

Dec. 39 -2 to 4pm
UCW Christmas Tea &
Bazaar

Dec. 4" — Rotary Carol Festival
Dec. 6" @ 1:30pm
Women Alive

Dec. 7'" @ 4:40pm
Worship meeting

Dec. 11" — White Gift Sunday &
Noon lunch

Dec. 13" @ 10am M&P meeting
Dec. 13" @ 1 pm Pastoral Care
Dec. 20" @ 1:30pm

Women Alive

Dec. 24" @ 7pm Christmas Eve
Service

Dec. 251" & Jan. 15t — No
service

Photos from
CE Committee




Property Report

The Property Committee has had a busy year, accomplishing several special projects in addition
to the handling ongoing needs such as changing lightbulbs in both the sanctuary and CE Centre,
repairing a sanctuary blind and general maintenance. Harvey and Ryan Heavin climbed onto the
top of the flat roofed CE Centre to clean the eavestroughs in the spring.
The special projects completed in 2022 are:
1) Repaired damaged areas and drains on the flat roof of the CE Centre. Work done by
Clark’s Roofing in PA.
2) Ordered new toilets for the basement washrooms from Home Hardware.
3) Arranged for the removal of damaged tiles in the foyer entrance, basement hallway and
two basement washrooms. Work done by Bob Smith in PA.
4) Replaced the removed tiles with high quality linoleum. Lino and work by Foulliards in
Melfort.
5) Replaced the window in the minister’s office. Work done by Tower Glass in Melfort.
6) Organized the repair of the outside steps leading to the CE Centre.

Our committee has been happy to serve the needs of our church. We wish everyone in our
congregation, their friends and their families a wonderful and merry Christmas.

Merry Christmas,
Kelly Copeland, Ryan Heavin, Judy Meier

CE Committee and Sunday School Year-End Report 2022

The CE Committee continues to guide Sunday School, Bible Study and Christian
Education. Although many activities were restricted during the first half of the year, the Sunday
School resumed its regular June activities. To recognize pride month in June, the youth painted a
diversity flag at the foot of the front steps to help promote the United Church as an inclusive ally
in diversity. Grad Recognition for Bree Chamakese was held on June 26 and the CE Committee
hosted the June noon luncheon. In the fall, we welcomed the youth back with a Sunday School
kick-off on September 25 Bible Study resumed in October, and committee members helped
volunteer at the Fall Supper in November. The White Gift Service was held on December 11,
prepared and led by the youth of the congregation. We wish you all a healthy and happy holiday
season.

Respectfully submitted,
Rachelle Heavin, Karen Hadwen, Madison McAvoy



Choir

We started Wednesday evening
choir rehearsals this September.
We will continue to wear our
singing masks for church services.

We are working on a lot of new
music!! Some sacred and some
secular. We endeavor to have an
anthem twice a month. This is
dependent upon who will be
available for worship on Sundays.

The Music for Reflection time
added to the service really adds
extra music for the choir and the
congregation. Sometimes this will
be the choir and other times we
will call upon Tracey and Jodi's
piano talents. This adds to the
service and Is a welcome addition.
Thanks Jon for the idea!!

Church members can find our pre-
recorded anthems on YouTube.
Just search the name of the
anthem or Melfort United Church
Choir. We would like to be able to
have a techie person add these
anthems to the church website.
Many thanks to Don and Donna
Signori for the taping and
uploading of these anthems!!!

Many thanks to Jodi Allen Corbett
and Tracey Hedin for the sharing
of their talents accompanying the
choir. They make my job so easy
and they make me look good!!!
They are the brightest stars!!!

We look forward to bringing music
to the church service every
Sunday. Our upcoming events are
the Rotary Carol Festival on
Sunday, December 4th — 2:00 p.m.
and Nirvana and Parkland,
Sunday, December 18th at
2:00p.m.

FALL SUPPER
The fall supper was back after a 2-year absence. The committee
was unsure of what to expect: Would we have enough manpower?
Would people come? The morning of the supper, a storm set in
and gathered momentum as the day progressed. We carried on
with preparations because what else could we do?
Suppertime came, and by the end of the evening, we were only
about 100 people less than we served in 2019! The profit was
around $5,531.65, so definitely worthwhile. We thank those who
made monetary donations. These donations helped cover
expenses.
Thank you to all who stepped up to help. This event requires the
support of the entire congregation and once again, the
congregation did not let us down.
The supper is more than a fundraiser; it is also an opportunity for
fellowship and outreach. We welcome all who volunteered to be
part of this event.
Bea White will be retiring from the committee. Thank you, Bea
for the work that you have done in making the event a success
over the years.
This report is submitted on behalf of Bea White, Gale Strachan
and Cheryl Sproule.

RECEPTION/ MEMBERSHIP/ OUTREACH/ MISSION AND
SERVICE

As we approach the end of 2022, we reflect on our time together in the
past months. Our church family has had good times and struggles and
we look forward to the new year with feelings of hope.

A highlight for our committee was the production of the new Church
Directory. Unfortunately there were some members of the
congregation that we were just not able to contact due to the move by
many to do away with land-line phones. If you were one of these,
please don’t think we were avoiding you! We value everyone’s
participation in our church. There are a few directories still to be
picked up. If you don’t have yours let us know.

We continue to arrange for greeters, ushers, and coffee makers for
Sunday services and appreciate those who regularly fill in for these
duties. We could use more volunteers if you could help out.

We needed many helpers to cover our committee’s duties for the Fall
Supper. Thanks to all who pitched in.

With inflation, times are hard just now. As we come near to our
Christmas season, remember there are many ways to reach out to help
those less fortunate than ourselves -- our White Gift service, Naomi’s
mitten tree, PJ’s for Christmas morning, our Mission & Service Fund,
the local Food Bank, the Salvation Army and the Christmas kettle
campaign.

In the well-known words of Peter Marshall, “Let’s Keep Christmas”
Gail Forsyth & Sharon Heavin



UCW REPORT
This has been an exceptionally busy Fall for the UCW.

On September 17, the Melfort-Ethelton UCW hosted the UCW 60™ Anniversary Tea. This consisted of a
Program and Fashion Show. There was an archival display of past UCW events, a memorial service for
members who have passed away, a history of the Melfort and Ethelton UCWs, and recognition of our
Charter members. Sixty- four people attended and the silver collection raised $357.00 to go to the Melfort
Food Bank.

The church Pie Sale was hosted by the Women Alive unit at the Melfort Mall on October 6". This was a
huge success raising $1,015.00.

Women Alive and Naomi unit members spent long hours helping set up for the Garage Sale and working
shifts at the sale on October 21 and 22. The Garage Sale raised $3,723.65.

Our Fall Supper on Nov. 5" coincided with a dandy blizzard! In spite of that, we served, or delivered well
over 300 meals. Both UCW units and members a large were involved in every aspect of this event, and
thanks goes to all of you for the effort!

On November 22, the Decorating committee and the Women Alive unit will be decorating the church for
the Advent season. It is such a pleasure to see our church so beautifully decorated, no matter what liturgical
season we are in.

Once again this year, Naomi unit is sponsoring a Mitten Tree event. All you knitters out there, better dust
off your knitting needles and get busy. Time speeds up at this time of year!

This year we are back to hosting a full- fledged Christmas Tea and Bake Sale on December 3. There will
be a “New To You” table, and a Bazaar table, along with the usual Bake Sale. There will be door prizes,
yummy desserts and plenty of time to have Tea, visit and shop. Admission is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for
children 12 and under. Everyone is welcome and please bring a friend or make a new friend

Women Alive will be having a Christmas potluck get together in December — date to be determined.
Our only “written in stone” event for the new year will be The World Day of Prayer on Friday March
3. The women of Taiwan will be hosting this event online and the theme is “I Have Heard About Your
Faith.” More information will be forthcoming in the New Year.
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And the Lord said, GO. And | said, who me? And he said, Yes you.
And | said, But I'm not ready yet
And there's company coming, And | can't leave the kids,
And | know there's no one to take my place. And He said, you're stalling.
Again the Lord said, GO. And | said, But I don't want to.
And he said, | didn't ask if you wanted to And | said, listen,
I'm not that kind of person to get involved in controversy. Besides my family won't like it,
And what will the neighbors say? And he said, Boloney.
And yet at third time the Lord said, GO. And | said, do | have t0?
And he said, Do you love me? And | said, Look, I'm scared
People are going to hate me and cut me up in little pieces,
And | can't take it all by myself.
And he said, where do you think I will be?
And the Lord said, GO. And I sighed, Here | am, send me.
By Lois Rensherger



