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From the Minister’'s Desk

Friends, once again, we are in the season of
Advent, a time of expectation and eager anticipation.
| struggled to sit down to write this seasonal missive,
as the older | get, the harder it is to simply sit back
and enjoy the Advent — Christmas season.

Commercialization has watered down the
deeper (real) meaning of the holidays; it seems like
the season is more so one of frantic shopping and
preparation than it is one of hope, peace, joy, love
and the birth of the Christ-child.

Additionally, it's nearly impossible to feel jolly
when | see the pain, hurt, and conflict whether it be
on a local, national and international scope. | find
myself struggling to get into the spirit of the season.

However, my hope and faith were reaffirmed in
the most surprising of ways, the source of
which was entirely unexpected.

| recently watched the film, The Exorcist:
Believer (I know, a horror film
about demons possessing..
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two young girls does not exactly scream, “Christmas season,” but stay with me).

One of the characters offers a beautiful and insightful reflection about the body of
Christ:

“We go to church in times of trouble because we believe it's the house of God. But,
also, there are people there, other people, whether it's family, or neighbors, or strangers. Yes,
they’re all there to affirm their faith in God, but they're also there to affirm their faith in each
other.”

We come to church because of our beliefs, we celebrate Christmas because our beliefs
compel us to celebrate the arrival of a child who would grow to become a man who would
proclaim the good news in both word and action.

Empowered by hope, we can live and work, nurturing peace, joy and love in all we
encounter, and hopefully, when it really matters, people will believe in one another enough to
do the right thing; to make life-nurturing decisions that will have local and global
transformations. That is the essence of the embodiment of the spirit of Christmas; peace on
earth and goodwill towards others.

May it be so.

Reverend Jon Worrall
Chairperson’s Report

Merry almost Christmas! | hope you are finding time to relax and enjoy this season. There is
so much going on around us it can be overwhelming at times. Take a breath, remember the
reason for the season, and pause to truly appreciate this special time of year.

| want to thank our staff for their continued hard work and to the board for their work as well.
We have a great team and they put a lot of hours in to make this church tick.

And | truly can’t say enough about the volunteers. From decorating the sanctuary — which
looks so beautiful at Thanksgiving and Christmas — to Scott Woods, Garage Sale, Fall
Supper, coffee and snacks after church, PowerPoint, reading, recording the live service, the
list goes on.

It's exciting to see kids back in the pews — you may not realize, but a certain Sunday School
teacher has had a lot of influence in making that happen. | for one am really looking forward
to the Christmas season with those kids taking part!

It wouldn’t be a chair’'s message without a request. So, while you pause to take that breath |
mentioned, please take a moment to remember your church family. Donations to our church
would be a wonderful gift to give.

Share the hope, joy, peace and love of this magical time of year!
- Chris Corbett



December 2", 2-5pm
- UCW Tea & Bazaar

December 3", 2pm
- Rotary Carol Festival

December 5™,.6pm

- WomeniAliverChristmas party

December-1Q®
- Noon lunch

December 171
- White Gift Sunday

December 24"
- 10:30am - Morning service
- 7pm — Candlelight service

December 215t to 28"
- Church office closed

December 315
- No Sunday service
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Property Committee

Our committee has once again been
busy dealing with issues arising from our
aging buildings in addition to regular
maintenance.

Last spring, we did a revision of
rental rates. The increases will reflect our
Increasing costs.

We repaired the kitchen step concrete this
fall.

We upgraded the snowblower this
fall. We did a major pruning of the two elm
trees on the south parking entrance.

We dealt with a sewer backup in
November. NE Waste completed a snaking
of the east sewer. It wasn’t tree roots that
caused the problem; it was probably pipe
joints. We will talk to the city about whether
liners can be installed from the street
without digging up the line.

We pruned the caragana hedges on
the west side of the church in June.

We did a major weeding of the flower
beds and laid garden fabric and bark. All
materials were donated.

We will be replacing the signage for
the handicapped parking by the elevator
and add additional signage elsewhere to
indicate where the parking is located.

The Property Committee could spend all
available facility funding on property issues.
We are looking for direction from the Board
and the congregation moving forward to
deal with budget issues.

Have a wonderful Christmas holiday with

Would you like to receive the church family and friends.

newsletter by email? Please use the sign-
up sheet outside of the sanctuary or send
an email with “newsletter” in the subject
line to melfortuc @sasktel.net

The Property Committee
Kelly Copeland, Ryan Heavin, Judy Meier
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Worship Committee (?
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The Worship Committee continues to meet once a month, usually the first ;] \2
. . Al
Wednesday with the exception of the summer months.

Robin Miazga, Immogene Schick and myself continue to support Jon in
his ministry. We try to have communion once a month and have gone back to
the traditional style of serving. Thank you to all the volunteers who step up to
help serve, not only with communion, but also as scripture and Minute of Mission readers. We
appreciate our whole church family.

We are heading into the busy season of Advent beginning December 3 and going through

until Christmas Eve in which we have two church services, one in the morning to celebrate
the fourth Sunday in Advent and then the Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm. Our church is
also scheduled to lead the services at Nirvana and Parkland on Christmas Eve. If this goes
ahead, it would be wonderful to have as many congregants as we can attend as well.

We are so thankful for our music every Sunday. We have a wonderful team in Mavis, Jodi,
Tracey and Grace, who conduct and play and our choir who are second to none. Thank you
to all of them!

Jodi Allen-Corbett has been doing a wonderful job with keeping the Facebook page up to
date. People are visiting the page daily. We continue to live stream on Facebook, so people
can watch live or go onto the page and watch later. We get about 75-80 views each week for
our service. Some are former members of our church family who have moved away and some
non-members who tune it to enjoy the wonderful service and music.

Jon continues to offer thoughtful services. He is busy with bible study as well as composing
wonderful services and great sermons. He is truly a blessing.

Respectfully Submitted.
Gina McAvoy, Robin Miazga and Imogene Schick

“At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by
a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to
think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted
the flame within us.” — Albert Schweitzer
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Ministry & Personnel
The ministry and personnel committee members are Gary Clarke and Cheryl Sproule.

The committee meets regularly with the minister and keeps in touch with the other staff
members.

When you meet and of the church staff members, please thank them for the work that
they do for the church.

Rev. Jon Worrall is our Minister; Mavis Peters is our music director; Jodi Corbett,
Tracey Hedin and Grace Wilton are our pianists and Caleb Hubbell is our custodian.
Our office manager, Erin Norris-Pott who graciously stepped in 16 months ago to help
until a new manager was hired, will be leaving us on December 20 to start a new
position. Thank you Erin for everything you have done! You will be missed.

Rev. Jon Worrall will be taking the remainder of his 2023 holidays from December 25 to
January 2, 2024.

On behalf of the congregation, we wish the staff and their families best wishes for a
healthy, safe and happy holiday season.
Cheryl Sproule

Thank you and Goodbye

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the board and congregation of Melfort
United Church for welcoming me back to the church after six years away. | have really
enjoyed the last 16 months. | got to catch up with so many of you and find out what
you have been up to since | left. | got to prepare a grad slideshow for four grads who
were just little kids in Sunday School the last time | was here! | am sad to be leaving,
but also excited as | start a new chapter in my career as a CPA as the financial
controller for Suncrest College. Melfort United Church will always hold a special place
in my heart, and | wish you all the best.

Erin Norris-Pott



UCW Report

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel.”

Blessed Christmas greetings from the Melfort-Ethelton UCW.

Our world is changing and evolving. So too, the happenings at our church. We were
sad to receive the news that Naomi unit has decided to meet strictly as a Friendship
group. They now meet at the church on the last Monday of the month at 2 p.m. They
are still active as volunteers at events and we thank them for their continued and
valued support. They are once again sponsoring a “mitten tree” during Advent, and
welcome any and all donations. Thank you to Gale Forsyth for updating the UCW Life
Membership chart. This chart is ever changing as well. If you wish to view the chart, it
is located in the C.E. Centre.

Our kick-off event for 2023 was hosting the January Noon Luncheon, with proceeds
going to Mission and Service.

On January 25th, Women Alive invited Myra Busby to speak about Communities in
Bloom. Women Alive unit made and helped Pastoral Care deliver Valentine cards to
our shut-ins in Feb. On March 16th, they hosted a delicious Stew Supper that realized
$2783.00. They were sold out by 5:50! Great work ladies! Another change that has
been made, is the date change of Women Alive meetings. They now meet on the first
and third Wednesdays of the month at the church at 1:30 p.m.

World Day of Prayer was hosted by Women Alive held on March 1st as a virtual event.
The host country was Taiwan and themed,” I've heard about your Faith.” The collection
of $195.00 went to the Women'’s Inter Council of Churches (WICC).

We held our Annual meeting on March 21st. We are steady as she goes, on that front.

On April 19th, we were a blur in the kitchen at the annual cleaning bee! We had a
dedicated group of volunteers. Thank you to all who turned out to assist.

Continued on next page



UCW Report continued from previous page

Women Alive and Naomi units were both active in setting up for and working at the
Garage Sale in September. It was a huge endeavor for the convenors having not had
a Spring garage sale. Many items were forwarded on to the Melfort Salvation Army,
and more items were taken to Saskatoon. Huge thanks go to everyone involved in
every aspect of this annual event!

On October 28th, the UCW prepared coffee, muffins, soup and sandwich to vendors
and shoppers alike at the Home- Based Business Trade Show. We took in $471.06.
Within a week of the Trade Show, we were all busy preparing for the annual Fall
Supper. Our attendance was down in number this year. With an abundance of food left
over, we served another turkey feast to church members the next day and accepted
donations.

A huge vote of thanks goes to Women Alive unit for bringing our Sanctuary to life for
our Advent Season! Just a few days now and Advent begins. Have you got your
Advent calendars ready?

On December 2nd, the UCW is hosting our 60th annual Christmas Tea and Bazaar.
We hope you will be able to attend and perhaps purchase some goodies. Good eats,
sweet treats!

In 2023, the UCW catered to 5 funerals. Thank you to all those who make themselves
available to continue this service.

We would like to thank our dedicated staff: Caleb, and Erin, our talented music team,
Mawvis, Jodi, Tracy and Grace, and our magnificent choir, and especially Rev. Jon for
the dedication they give to us each and every week. Thank you also to our Board
members who keep us on track and informed.

Respectfully submitted by,

Robin Miazga
UCW Secretary
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Office Administrator Wanted

Are good with computers and numbers?
Do you want a flexible job with about ten hours of work per week?
If so, you could be our next church administrator!

Even if this doesn’t sound like you, do you know someone who would be perfect
as our next office administrator? Please talk to Chris Corbett, Cheryl Sproule or
Gary Clarke.

Financial Report

October 2023 January 1 - October 31, 2023
Income 19,322.54 117,336.85
Expenses 15,302.97 132,253.01
Total netincome (loss) 4,019.57 (14,916.16)

Thank you to everyone who donates to our church and works so tirelessly at
fundraisers. Thanks to you, we had an income of $4,019.57 in October, but this still
leaves us with a $14,916.16 deficit for the year.

In order to be eligible for a 2023 tax receipt, all donations must either be postmarked
by December 31 or in the church office mailbox by January 2nd. All donations received
after this will be receipted in 2024.




