Monroe County Fence Permit Starter Checklist
Reviewer-Ready Edition for Non-Structural Residential Fences

FEMA 50% RULE — QUICK SELF-CHECK
· This checklist is for stand-alone, non-structural fence projects only.
· SAFE if the fence is not attached to a structure, is not structural, not part of storm repair, and not near 50% home value improvements.
· STOP and seek guidance if the property is in a flood zone with major repairs, substantial damage, or cumulative improvements near 50%.

ZONING AND DESIGN LIMITS REMINDER
Fence permits are reviewed for zoning compliance, which may include:
· Maximum fence height
· Gate placement & visibility
· Finished side orientation & safety conditions
· Restrictions related to easements, right-of-way, or environmental areas
Because these limits vary by zoning district and property conditions, homeowners must confirm applicable requirements with Monroe County Planning or Building Department before applying.

REQUIRED BEFORE APPLYING ONLINE (must register for Online Permitting if not already)
· Clear project scope (new, replacement, or after-the-fact fence)
· Estimated linear feet or square footage added or replaced
· Owner name matches property records
· Agent authorization signed if someone submits for you
· Recent Survey/site plan showing property lines, fence location, height, and gates
· Fence details: NOA, Florida Product Approval, or engineer-signed drawings 
· If After-the-fact: photos, receipts, possible engineer letter
· Notice of Commencement verified if required before first inspection 

INSPECTION SURVIVAL
· Choose County inspectors OR licensed private provider during application
· Schedule inspections through county permitting system
· Follow inspection types listed on permit card
· Ensure address visible and owner present if required. 
· Permit is visible, inspector has access
· Upload private provider reports and final compliance affidavit if applicable
· Pass final inspection to close permit
· Avoid permit expiration from 6-month inactivity

REVIEWER DOCUMENT STACK & UPLOAD ORDER
Completed online permit, scope, and measurements
Signed agent authorization (if applicable)
Survey or site plan with fence layout
NOA, Product Approval, or Engineering drawings
After-the-fact photos or supporting documents
Notice of Commencement (if required)

FAST REJECTION-PREVENTION CHECK
· Fence height follows zoning limits
· Fence not inside utility easement
· HOA approval obtained if required
· Site plan clearly shows property lines
· Fence type identified and approved
· Authorization and inspection method confirmed
· Final inspection planned for permit closure

Educational use only. Not legal, engineering, or permit approval guarantee. Always verify requirements with Monroe County.
