Pre-Listing Checklist for First-Time Sellers
1. Assess the Property’s Condition

e Conduct a Pre-Inspection: Hire a professional to identify any potential issues or repairs needed before listing the
property. This can help avoid surprises during the buyer's inspection.

e Make Necessary Repairs: Address any critical repairs identified during the inspection to enhance the property’s
appeal and value.

2. Enhance Curb Appeal
e Landscaping: Trim hedges, mow the lawn, and clear away any debris to make the first impression count.

e Exterior Maintenance: Paint the front door, replace old house numbers, and ensure the exterior looks neat and
tidy.

3. Declutter and Depersonalize

e Remove Personal Items: Store away personal photos, keepsakes, and excessive wall decorations to help
potential buyers envision themselves in the space.

e Declutter: Clear off counters, pack up unnecessary items, and organize closets to showcase ample space.
4. Stage the Home

e Furnish Strategically: Arrange furniture to maximize space and flow. Consider hiring a professional stager to
highlight the home’s best features.

e Neutral Decor: Use neutral colors for walls and furnishings to appeal to a wider audience.
5. Professional Photography

e Hire a Photographer: Professional photos can make a significant difference in how your listing is perceived
online, where most buyers start their search.

e Prepare for the Shoot: Clean the house thoroughly and set up each room to look its best before the
photographer arrives.

6. Set a Competitive Price

o Market Analysis: Work with your real estate agent to analyze comparable sales in the area to set a realistic price
that attracts buyers.

e Consider Market Conditions: Be aware of the current market trends which can affect how you price the home.
7. Prepare Listing Materials

e Listing Description: Craft a compelling and detailed description of the property highlighting key features and
benefits.

e Gather Documents: Assemble all necessary documents such as warranty information, utility bills, and any home
improvement records.

8. Plan for Showings



