

 “Our brand on this show always has to come back to the idea that we are believers in fundamental democratic values. We are believers in truth, in science, believers in liberty. But that doesn’t mean that we’re dull.” 
								— Rick Wilson

FOREWORD
	Audiences thrive on predictability. They want to be oriented, in control. They want to know what’s coming next—until they’re delightfully surprised. 
	Our mission is to produce a content system that delivers sufficient structural consistency while maintaining the ability to surprise and delight: A high quality, cost effective, semi-modular assembly line that yields something that lives naturally as a single stream on a single URL, but just as naturally can be broken down into myriad discrete blocks or chunks of content that can be shared across current and not-yet-invented platforms. 
	Think of LPTV as a monolith made of Lego. The overall shape of the monolith has to represent, even define, the LPTV brand. It has to be shapely, sexy, funny, serious, and utterly insider-y. But it also has to be composed of units that can exist on their own, internally coherent, maintaining their relevance and still reflective of the brand even when removed from the larger stream or structure to travel, solo, across the Internet and the planet.
	What follows is a first attempt to define the various elements or components we will use to build the monolith. Those tools include: programming formats that are essentially content-neutral; different modes or dynamics of audience interaction, which is absolutely essential to the project; specific story types that we’re calling “slugs,” which are recurring, public-facing labels that give audiences an immediate sense of the tone and content of the particular story we’re telling; and the individual stories themselves, which are dictated by everything from the news of the day to the LPTV principals’ interests and analysis. 
	If LPTV is a stream, we are building the buckets needed to keep it full. 





PROGRAMMING FORMATS
News Blocks (hosted)
News flashes (unhosted)
Interviews (one on one)
Panel Discussions (LPTV principals + others)
Call-in Shows
Viewer-generated video
iPhone Reportage
Human on the Street Intvus (serious and comic)
Investigations (in depth, at length, possible serialized)
Interstitials
Cartoons
Static graphics
Explainers
Animated Dingbats
Retro Reels
GIF generator
Audience comment streams
Data delivery (a recurring approach/look for presenting stats)


MODES OF AUDIENCE INTERACTION
call in/call out (from studio)
man on the street
streaming commenters
featured (when we put up a viewer and do a bit on them, whether T abandoners or someone else)
viewer-generated video
twitter feed
FBlive
twitch
donation
subscribe
requests
viewer capture + share of LP stream segments (if possible)
viewer shares of LP-packaged clips





NEWS

Runs the gamut from a straight, scheduled block of presented news to flashes between other programming. Flagged as such to denote straightness.
Morning and Evening Newscast
With Liz W. or whoever is presenting
The Daily Donald - Basically someone fact checking Trump’s most egregious tweets and lies
And then what? What happened after news from last month, last year, last decade. Promises forgotten, actions not taken. 
ETC


INVESTIGATIONS

We need to deliver occasional, real meat in the form of revelatory journalism. This is not where we live, or where our brand lives, at least initially, but it is where we surprise viewers. It is where we grow our credibility. These could be picked up from indy producers or commissioned. Labor and capital intensive. Need to be chosen carefully and done to a very high standard.
	

METAMEDIA

	The Daily roundup of the best Trump memes, video mashups etc. from the internet.
	NotTodd A weekly panel show designed not to fall into every MTP sinkhole we’ve all complained about for years. Big name guests. Rick and Steve moderating (with other LPers standing in or serving as guests as needed). Emphasis on what’s behind the obvious storylines Chuck and others will be reporting. Decidedly NOT both-sidesy or shiny objecty.
	Twisted sisters. How the right and left distort media for their own aims. A side-by-side analyis of how each side distorts, omits, emphasizes facts to further a point of view. Could be an occasional two-minute interstitial or a segment on NotTodd.


	
UNFILTERED
	
Stream the Crazy Just letting DJT speak, at length, to the camera. Let our audience marvel at the extremity of his stooped by streaming pressers, speeches, other public ramblings. With streaming commentary by LPTV audience.
	IRL Human on the street iPhone reporting. LPTV viewers take us to Portland, Chicago, the street outside DeJoy’s condo, etc. 
OTHERS 



GROUNDLINGS

Input from the masses, in whatever form. UG video, memes, commentary. (NOT hard reportage intended to capture unfolding events.)
	The Daily Roundup Viewer sourced. The best Trump memes, video mashups etc. from the internet
	All About You Let viewers upload 30 second selfie takes on the news of the day.  With enough submissions we can curate the weird, the wacky and the wise. Raw format and language. Geographic/demographic diversity would be critical here.
	Dumbest of the Day Twist Scott Van Pelt's popular SportsCenter segment. Curate from viewer submissions.
	Hypocritic Oafs  Users submit clips of politicians of all stripes directly contradicting things they have said earlier. Could be a segment or interstitial. 
	Thin the Herd Brief daily callouts of someone who does something terrible, stupid, hateful, absurd, whose absence would raise our collective IQ. 



THE GREAT REPRESSION 

A systematic and frequent look at various and manifold ways voter numbers are being pushed down. Spins off news of the day to show how a decision about, say, signatures or verification or economic/residency requirements reflect a larger repression strategy.
	Color Scheme Specifically focused on POC and how Trump’s GOP is trying to make them disappear as an electoral force.
	ElectroShock Are electronic ballot boxes the threat some claim they are?


ECONOMIC SHOCK

	1974 The year the middle class began its ongoing decline and the richest Americans started consolidating and compounding their advantage. We look at the implications for rank-and-file Americans, our politics, and our future.
	Farmville Trump promised American farmers a new lease on life. Instead, suicide in agriculture is rampant and rising and family farms are going under as never before. The reasons quickly become political when you ladder it up to tariffs, Farm Bills, gas prices, govt bailouts, etc. 
	About those Coal Jobs…Maybe one of Trump’s greatest lies, perpetrated on some of America’s most vulnerable citizens. 
	Trade wars. How trade works between the US and its partners, how tariffs impact real world units of goods sold and what has changed historically in various markets.


TRUNK TO TAIL 

Examinations of the GOP’s past and present.	
	What Is a Conservative? Famous Republicans of yore, the principles that animated them, their legacies and how those ideals and ideas are being carried forward, and by whom. A chance to highlight current good examplars and call out bad actors, in the context of the historical incarnation(s) of the party. Quick-hit segments that will appeal in our short-attention span culture, can even include Dems and Independents who share the same ideals. 
	Abe’s Log (animated). Abe Lincoln walks around in modern day society confronted by the misinterpretations of his historical intentions. Lean heavily into the Monty Python method of honoring the message while mocking the extreme misinterpretations, twisting for personal gain, or simple failures to understand said message. 
	Splitsville.  An irreverent but ultimately heartfelt look at the history of division. How did we end up so viciously far apart? What were the inflection points? Take any point of contention and walk it back to its point of diversion.  
	Stereo-topical. Exploring common political stereotypes with humor and facts, from the typical to the topical. Breaking down the truth behind beliefs such as Republicans are anti-immigration! to dissecting sweeping claims made by opposition party representatives in daily headlines and press conferences. Include easily segmented and shared Lightning Rounds.
	Rock-ribbed and Ready to Rumble GOP archetypes go off on the betrayal, the corruption, the failure. Like the Never Again voters on the LP site, but the cream of the cream, on steroids. Articulate, informed, and supremely pissed off.
	

SOURCE CODE

The roots of public-facing ideas, strategies, policies, and rhetoric. We examine where these things came from, whether from the quiet manipulations of Stephen Miller or Bannon, the legacy of Southern Strategy-style politics, or Milton Friedman’s economic ideas. 



POWER PLAYS 

Our RNC veterans decode the pageantry and semaphor of public events, whether those are the conventions, the debates, the signage and merch, the neckties, or the rally rhetoric. Each episode focuses on a specific event, whether a convention staging, a presser, and hearing, or some other symbol-and-rhetoric rich environment.



HEALTH CHECK

	Daily Dose Stats of the day, with a dive into what’s behind them: intertia, broken promises, electoral manipulations, etc.
	COVIDiot Who did the dumbest thing today to keep corona alive?
	Tackling Health Care A subject that obviously needs to be taken head on by LP and anyone representing themselves as solution-minded.
	The politics of science. Historical and contemporary comparisons of how scientific discoveries or ideas have been distorted by politics. From Galileo to Teddy Roosevelt to Covid.
	Conservatives on earth. Environmental discussions from a conservative perspective. LPTV would be wise to embrace this issue.




LEARNING ANNEX

Our Schoolhouse Rock content, designed to educate the youngs, the heedless, the less-than-attentive in a not-too-condescending, LOL kind of tone.

	Mechanics of Democracy A systematic and frequent look at the structures and mechanisms that shape the democratic process: gerrymandering, how bills proceed (or don’t) through the legislature, the balance of power between the branches, the court system’s ability to derail or enforce, etc. Spins off a news event.
	Like I’m 8 Years Old Think Mr Rogers, wherein our host breaks down complicated problems facing America right now as if he was talking to children.
	Totally Porked. Smart animated series looking at ridiculous pork insertions in bills by either parties, and how bills that should have passed didn't pass because of it. 
	These Kids Today Visit college campuses and quiz kids on some basic precepts of our government and Constitution. The answers should be various and hilarious. Or at least illuminating. Could be brief interstitials.  
	

GAME THEORY

	Trivia Show HQ Trivia but with every question focused around US politics and Trump
	Debate club. A debate show gamified like "Around the Horn" that is basically the opposite of all the yelling shows. Wild displays of emotion, ad hominem attacks, spurious assertions are all penalized. Contestants who stick to the principles of rhetorical argument win. Loud buzzers, maybe a dunk tank.  Embarrassment for losers.  Panel of judges critique a la Chopped.  Regular cast members interspersed with guests that include politicians and pundits. 



BUILDING BACK THE BIG TENT

A constructive exercise in imagining how the GOP can open itself up to a more expansive, inclusive future without abandoning core principles like fiscal responsibility, patriotism, and whatever else they choose to bring forward.
	Rep ties. What it's like to be a young college-aged conservative.  What is important to young people about conservative principles? Why?
	The colors of conservatism. Speaking to people of color about what it means to them to be a conservative, where things could improve with race relations, etc. Conversely, what do POC see as preventing them from identifying w GOP? Let the LP team take their medicine.
	Splitsville.  An irreverent but ultimately heartfelt look at the history of division.  How did we end up so viciously far apart? What were the inflection points?  Take any point of contention and walk it back to its point of diversion.  



OFF THE BENCH

He’s No Lincoln
Big name athletes read DJT monologues. 30-second interstitials. 

Field Notes Sports figures weigh in on where we went wrong/how we right the ship. We’re thinking Terry Crews and Emmanuel Acho but also Brett Favre-types for the train wreck potential. Golfers, NASCAR drivers, swimmers, tennis stars. Anybody who has something interesting to say, because people love da sports. 



[end]

