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Macro-photography is a complicated affair, especially when 
photographing live insects. It requires patience, focus and te-
QDFLW\��,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��LW䦦V�OLNH�ZULWLQJ�D�SRHP䦡\RX�ÁQG�D�VXE-
ject out in the wild and need to invent a method to approach it. 
7KURXJK�WULDO�DQG�HUURU��\RX�ÁQG�ZKDW�ZRUNV�IRU�\RX��

I’m thankful to ASPZ for giving me this opportunity to share 
WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�EXJV�,�IRXQG��,W�LV�P\�KRSH�WR�HQFRXUDJH�SHRSOH�
WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�OLYHV�RI�FUHHS\�FUDZOLHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�UHÂHFW�RXU�
own existence and our relationship to nature. 

� �������� ������������$OHG�+DUULV��$63=�FROODERUDWRU
� �������� ������������/RFDWLRQ�RI�VKRRWLQJ��แ֡٩���  
          Tonghua, Jilin province, North of China

A Shanghai Poetry Zine

C L O S E R 
2020 Special Edition
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6TWG�$WI�QP�&CPFGNKQP 

 

12
'II 

Ode • Arisse Brown 
 

14
Dandelion

Seed • Daniel Hartmann
              

16
Web

ӱՄѦϡֲพ • Jill Zheng ችҹแ
Design/ 摂理 • Yuri Katsuike

 

20
9GGXKN�QP�$NQUUQO� 

22
Web Drops

ᑈӽһᕎ����

26
5CYǤ[�.CTXC 

That time I took a bad passport photo • Nana
The Gall • Rebekah Lorraine 

A Shanghai Poetry Zine

C L O S E R 
2020 Special Edition
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29 
Short Horned Grasshopper 

 

32
*QTUGǤ[ 

7PVKVNGF��C�JQTUGǤ[�UQNKNQSW[ • Peter Niu 
 

36
*QPG[�$GG

Fleeting Truth • LeeAnne Lavender
              

39
Flower Chafers

The Flower Chafers • Adam Narnst
 

40
.QPIJQTP�$GGVNG 

Hubris • Heather Millet 

42
Weevil

44
$WVVGTǤ[ 

VQ�ECRVWTG�C�DWVVGTǤ[�• Brady Riddle
Metamorphosis • Darcy Fisher 

 

48 
5QNFKGT�$GGVNGU 

A series of fallible predictions • Jacob C. Alford García 
 

50
6TWG�$WI�0[ORJ
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Robber Fly

VJG�TQDDGT�Ǥ[�• Dewey Parker
              

54
Orb Weaving Spider

#WVWOPƷU�&TGCO�• Nicole Callräm
 

58
Jumping Spider

VCTCPVWNC�• Jonathan Mulcahy  

60
Grasshopper

62
Jumping Spider 

Arachnoid • Pauline Geluz
The Lover • Giuseppe Daddeo 
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Arisse Brown 
 
 
The droplet lies, swollen and
fast asleep, a pregnant eyelid
sealed shut, full, warm, and round,
a reminder of motherly folds.
For a time still, the universe
remains nestled within,
curled in silence, alive,
and yet unborn.
The crack
of dawn is yet to come.

#�HW\\[�UJCFQY�ǤWVVGTU�KPUKFG��PQY�
rattles and shivers along the skin.
And as it feeds and gorges
upon itself, who knows –
who knows what savage tides,
what solar storms, rage under that shell?
How many teeth and how many claws?
How many eyes, how many jaws?
How many gracious wings
still crumpled, waiting to unfold?
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蛪֛᯾ጱᕮ 
Jill Zheng ችҹแ 
 
 
ԪMoMAհҘMondrianϡ������������������������������ � �����������ҹխ࿒䦚
� � ա۶ֺܪ��۴�ԁී�ࢷ��তێ���������������
� � � � ᆡϢϡᯟ��������������������� ּร
��������������������������������� � ӱՄѦϡֲพ�������� بֵ��������������
Ϣീ֙������������������������������ �� ��������ਧ؇������������������������ �����������Ϣϡഢރ�
� � � � ��������ϡX-ray
� � � � ϥӱ֔ҏس������������
��������������������������������������� � ������������ҍϥӱՄϡϣ္֘צ䦚

ϲՌϸצӆᚥՖըЅϡᒣᑈӽ
ҩەᘖоϦ࣏૮

ϢйЋϢϥը
֍ϱϢϥᒣᑈӽ
� ��ЬϩකϺІѝӱՄѦъԈݱ
� ��ϡ۶ֺ䩟ࣚϤ֙Чม၉
����������������� ����ঝϤ֙ኀࡻਆᥟ
� ��ЋϦቫ፬ٟጕϡې䩛ъԈཟըڗԛ
������������������������������� � ���ґۉϢӽ
� � � � � �����ϡⓢ☋䩜

ϸצ��������ӽ
��������Ϣϡֲพ䩟ϢۓછհҘр䦚
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to capture a  
·ÊÉÉºÇĳÎ 
Brady Riddle 

 
This is how 

YJGP�[QW�ǤQCVGF�D[��+�
inhaled the second and heard

each quiver of air you
TQUG�HTQO�YKVJ�GCEJ�UQHV�ǤCR�
to a gentle bend of stem and 

hover like held breath—not a rustle!—
then fold up like batik, cloth 

UQ�NKIJV��UQ�FGǣCPV�

[QW�OQXGF�HTQO�TC\QT�DNCFG�VQ�ǤCI�
cutting like cerulean

brightness to overpower the sunny 
INC\G�CDQWV�[QW��C�ǤCI

to declare your fragile independence with 

among uncracked buds—you, the 
aspiration of stamen and pistil, your orbs 

the synthesis of 
spectrums drowning in night 

aperture clutching a moment dappled

 
 
Shoveled from “Delicate Cluster” by Walt Whitman
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True Bug Nymph PREVIEW
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䦧&KH�FROSD�DEELDPR��LR�H�YRL��VH�OH�SDUROH��SHU�V䲏��
sono vuote? Vuote, caro mio. E voi le riempite del 
senso vostro, nel dirmele; e io nell’accoglierle, in-
HYLWDELOPHQWH��OH�ULHPSLR�GHO�VHQVR�PLR��$EELDPR�
FUHGXWR�G䦦LQWHQGHUFL��QRQ�FL�VLDPR�LQWHVL�DǲDWWR�䦨�

“Whose fault, mine or yours, if words, per se, are 
HPSW\"�(PSW\��P\�GHDU�IULHQG��$QG�\RX�SHRSOH�ÁOO�
them with your own sense, when uttering them to 
PH��DQG�,��LQ�UHFHLYLQJ�WKHP��LQHYLWDEO\��ÁOO�WKHP�
ZLWK�P\�RZQ�VHQVH��:H�EHOLHYHG�ZH䦦G�XQGHUVWDQG�
one another, we haven’t at all.”

- Luigi Pirandello (from One, No One and One 
Hundred Thousand, 1926)
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End of this preview.

Enjoyed the preview? 
Want to buy this issue of ASPZ?

Contact Giuseppe Daddeo of ASPZ on WeChat at:
giuseppedaddeo

or

e-mail ASPZ at:
aspz.magazine@gmail.com


