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AOur Scandinavian Ancestryo presents a family
Lykken, Thoreson/Anderson, Christopherson, and Aarthun (Orton) families, who immigrated from
Norway and Denmark in the second half of the 19th century and settled on homestead farms in
Minnesota, North Dakota, and Manitoba. The book explores the lives of the immigrants and their
early ancestors in Scandinavia and the immigration and assimilation of these families into the
USA and Canada. It also includes a biographical history of the next generations in USA and
Canadian including the first generation homestead couples, their children, and grandchildren.

AOQur Scandinavian Ancestryo asashard ¢opysbook andiB00icephes
were distributed. Since then nearly 100 copies have been distributed on DVDs. As there is a
continuing demand for copies of this book, the author updated to this 2018 edition and put the
book on this private family website to making it readily available to all present and future members
of the Lykken, Thoreson/Anderson, Christopherson, and Aarthun (Orton) families.

This 2020 revision includes numerous updates mostly related to the status of those who were still
living in 2004 when the original book was published. This revised book also benefits from our
2016 visit to Scandinavia and includes appendices with other relevant family documents.

The private internet address for this website has been distributed to family members where
contact information is available to the author. Family members can feel free to pass the internet
access information to other family interested in having access to this book. If the internet codes
are needed, or you have any comments, please contact the author.

Pl ease enjoy reading about your familyés histor

Lowell Lykken, Author llyvkken@aol.com 805 338 5637 (cell/text)
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Cover Photographs:

Winter scene on Lykkja i The Lykkja place on Heddal Lake in Telemark was the home of the Hans
G. Lykken family and birthplace of five of Lykken children i Ingrid, Hans, Gilman, Lars and Ole
Gilman.

Alm Farm with Old Tinglestad Church in the background i Located in the Hadeland Region near
Gran, Norway, Alm was the home of the Thoreson family. They attended the Old Tinglestad Church,
which is now a historic site.

Vibeland Farm i Vibeland farm look-alike. Vibeland is located near Fakse, Denmark, 100 km south
of Copenhagen. It was PetDemma®hri stophersonés

Aarthun farm in Hellandsbygd near Sauda i Aarthun was the birthplace of Chris Orton. He and
Tabor raised their family on the Nedre Aasen cotter place on the mountainside above Aarthun.
Gurina, Taletta and Kristen Berner (Chris Orton Jr.) Aarthun were born on Nedre Aasen

Photographs on Back Cover
Danish Countryside (top left)

Hardanger Fjord (top right) i Located in Western Norway 100 km east of Bergen, our early Aarthun
ancestors lived on mountain farms along these fjords.

Skjerva Lake (middle left) i Skjerva Lake is located in Hadeland 100 km north of Oslo. Ingeborg
Anderson Skjerva, who married Stephen Thoreson, lived on the Skjerva farm overlooking Skjerva
Lake.

The Heddal Stave Church (middle right) i Located in Northern Telemark, Heddalstavkirken was
the church of Gudmund Gudmundsen and his family from Heddal. Traditions say his ancestors on
Ryen built the church in the 12t century.

Mountain Scene on Aarthun (bottom left) T Our Aarthun ancestors grazed their farm animals in
these mountain areas above Aarthun. The stream flows from the mountains into Slettedalen.

Bolager Farm on Heddal Lake (bottom right) i Bolager is the birthplace of Gunhild (Mrs. Ole)
Lykken and first son Hans O. Lykken. Angard is seen across the lake and is the birthplace of

Gunhildés grandmot her, Gunhild Angard. Mewkkij a
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1.0. Dedication

This book is dedicated to our courageous ancestors who left their homes in their old countries to seek a better life
for their families in America. They saw immigration as the way to provide a better future for their children. They left
parents, families, and friends, and took the long journey across seas, rivers, and lands to an unfamiliar destination.
They left Scandinavia with a one way passage to America and worked as migrant laborers to earn the money for a
fresh start in their new land. They filed for their homesteads on wilderness lands, where they plowed the virgin
prairies and cleared the woodlands to carve out their new farms. They weathered the cold, harsh winters of
Minnesota, the Dakotas and Canada in sod houses and small log cabins built from timber cut with their own hands.
They raised their families and built their schools, their churches, and their communities and made their mark on the
great history of our country.

They were the same good people in Scandinavia. But things were different there. The system for inheritance and
the limited economic conditions had prevented them from owning land or achieving financial stability. Time had run
out for the tenant farmers and laborers, and with little industrialization, opportunities were few. They were the victims
of their times.

We are all very proud of these immigrant ancestors. They were strong, industrious and courageous people who
came to America and created a quality of life of which they could only dream of in their fatherland. They were people
of the highest integrity and character and were devout in their religious faith. They are our heroes.

We are deeply indebted to these strong and determined people. It is because of their incredible drive, their hard
work, and their dedication, that our families now live in America and benefit from the opportunities that they
bestowed on us. Most certainly after reading about our ancestors from Norway and Denmark, you will be proud of
your heritage and feel a great appreciation to these early pioneers.

This book on Our Scandinavian Ancestry is dedicated to our immigrant ancestors with special recognition to the
following heroes who brought their families to America:

Christian and Guri Anderson -- Hadeland, Norway

Thore and Margarette Oleson -- Hadeland, Norway

Hans and Kari Lykken i Telemark, Norway

Chris and Tabor Orton i Sauda, Norway

James and Clara Hemmingsen i Fakse, Denmark and Sweden

= = =4 a9

Christian and Guri Anderson

Our first ancestors to immigrate were great-great-grandparents, Christian Anderson Skjerva and Guri Eriksdatter
Skjerva (Norwegian names), whose children included Ingeborg Anderson, the wife of Stephen Thoreson and mother
to Sophia and Ella Thoreson Lykken.

Christian and Guri and their ten children lived on the beautiful
mountainside Skjerva farm in the Hadeland region north of Oslo and were
among of the earliest Norwegians to strike out for the new land. These
courageous pioneers left their home in 1849 and made the nearly three
month journey to Wisconsin. They lived and worked in the emerging
Norwegian settlements of Wisconsin for seven years and gathered the
resources to move on and purchase a farm. Three of their children died
Christian Skjerva Anderson in Wisconsin from disease and accident.
(1803-1871)
Guri Erikson (1802-1870)

In 1856, the Anderson family led a five-family wagon train expedition from Muskego, Wisconsin to the Minnesota
Territory, where they found virgin land south of St. Paul, in Dakota County, and became the core of the Christiania
settlement in Eureka Township. The expedition also included the Thoreson, Loe and Mohn families, who later
became connected by marriage to the Lykken families.

Christian and Guri lived another 15 years, long enough to see their families reach their goals and become
established on their own farms in the new land.



Thore Oleson and Margarette Stephensdatter Oleson

Thore Oleson and Margarette Stephensdatter Oleson were the parents of Stephen
Thoreson. They lived as cotter people on the AlIm Major estate in Hadeland with four
sons and two daughters.

In 1850 they put their resources together and sent the eldest son Ole, age 23, to
Muskego, Wisconsin, to earn money to bring the remainder of the family to America.
Thore and Margarette followed to Wisconsin in 1854 and brought their sons Stephen,
Hans and Carl and their daughter Kristine. The family worked in Wisconsin for three
years and earned money to start their farms. In the spring of 1856, Ole and Stephen
Thoreson accompanied the Anderson party to Minnesota Territory and filed homesteads
in the Christiania settlement of Dakota County. The same summer, Thore, Margarette
and the other Thoresons joined them in Christiania.

Thore Oleson
(1807-1864) The Olesons and Thoresons built their farms out of the virgin brush lands and helped
build the new Christiania community.

Thore died in 1864 and Margarette in 1869. Like the Andersons, they lived to see their children fulfill a lifelong
dream of owning farms of their own.

Hans and Kari Lykken

Hans Gudmundsen Lgkka and Kari Olsdatter Kaasa, known in America as
Hans and Kari Lykken, were cotter people on the Lykkja place in Telemark,

money to buy essentials.

Like the Anderson and Thoreson families, they looked to America for
opportunities for their young and robust family. They formulated a plan and
sent a son, Gilman, to Minnesota in 1872, who, like Ole Thoreson, earned

Hans Gudmundsen Lykken (1820-1905) money to bring his family to America in 1873.
Kari Olsdatter Kaasa (1821-1894)

They also settled in Dakota County, Minnesota, where they became acquainted with the Thoreson, Anderson and
Loe families. I n 1880, Hans and Kari, now in their
Dakota Territory, where they homesteaded in the fertile Red River Valley.

After a few decades of hard work and dedication, the families of Hans, Kari and their children, Ole, Ingrid, Gudmund
(Gilman), Hans, Lars, and Ole Gilman, were well established in America, and had demonstrated that they had the
required talent and dedication to succeed in the new land.

Chris and Tabor Orton

Kristen Kristensen Aarthun and Torbjgrg Bjgrnsdatter Handeland, known
as Chris and Tabor Orton in Canada, lived in the Sauda Commune in
Rogaland Country, 100 km north of Stavanger, Norway.

Kristen was born to the Aarthun family who owned one of the larger farms
in the area. Kristen was a younger son and not in line to inherit the family
farm. Kristen left the farm and became a cotter person and worked for the

Kristen Krist Aarth L . . .
(réshﬁg or,'tsoﬁ)n (stnzg_airgz%? farmers to make his living. In 1854 he married Torbjgrg Bjgrnsdatter

Torbgrg Bjernsdatter Handeland Handeland, from another cotter family.
(Tabor Orton) (1825-1915)

I't was Kri st eAnesica @mdanl1857, be bgpoghtthis wife and first child Gurina to Wisconsin. There
Kristen worked as a laborer for Norwegian farmers to pay off his boat passage and get a fresh start in America.
Two more daughters, Christiana and Ingeborg, were born in Wisconsin. In 1864, with Torbjgrg pregnant with a
fourth child, their hopes were shattered by the American Civil War and the family returned to Norway. They resettled
in the Sauda Commune, where they once again were cotter people sharing a small mountainside farm with her
parents.
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The couple returned to America in 1887 when their youngest daughter Taletta was 15. They joined the rest of their
family in America who, with Kristends encour ag@dseetidad,
with their eldest daughter, Gurina Wetteland, in Manitoba, Canada and lived out their days.

Meanwhile, all of their children, who included the Wetteland, Rod, Olson, Orton and Christopherson families, settled
in the USA and Canada, and lived their dream of being independent farm owners and leaders in their community.

James fAKingd and Clara Hemmingsen

Denmark. In 1880 he left Denmark as a young man and became a tugboat
driver on the Great Lakes. At the age of 24, he managed a hotel in
Winnipeg where he met his wife, Clara Munson, a Swedish immigrant. In
1886, he turned the hotel over to his nephew Peter and joined the new
Scandinavia Settlement on the northeast shore of Otter Lake near
Erickson, Manitoba, where he was responsible for promoting and
developing the area.

King and Clara built a new Immigration House to host new immigrants and
assist them in finding land and settling into their new homes. James also
started one of the first sawmills in the district, and Peter joined him and
worked in his uncleds | umber busi

: After the immigration tapered off, King and Clara homesteaded a farm
James fKingd and cl ar aWhesethgydgysed their seven children.

As a reward for their efforts, the Canadian Government gave them a land grant that included the property near the
Immigration House and sawmill. The Hemmingsen family has received much recognition for their service to the
community. Lake Hemmingsen near Clear Lake, Manitoba is named for them.

James King Hemmingsen (2" left, bottom) and Clara at the
Immigration House in the Scandinavia Settlement 3
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Jens (James) Hemmi ngsen, Peter Christ
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2.0 Introduction

In 2000, while living in Italy, my wife Bev and | took a train and boat trip up through Eastern Europe, through
Scandinavia, across the North Sea, through the British Isles, and down through France. While traveling on the train
through Norway, we noted that the people seemed very familiar; it was almost like being on a train in Minnesota or
North Dakota.

As we knew almost nothing about our Scandinavian ancestors, we decided to go back to Norway and Denmark in
2001 and learn what we could about them. With the aid of several more knowledgeable relatives, we collected
information on who our ancestors were and where they lived, and set off with our daughter Karla on our adventure to

Adi scover our roots. o0 Our goal was t o vasenseofhbvhoariamcestors me s ,

lived. We also set out to meet some of our Scandinavian cousins.

Our adventure of walking in the footsteps of our grandparents and meeting our Scandinavian cousins was an

incredible experience. It was often said thatourimmigr ant ancestors fAdidndét talk much
of us had little idea of what their lives were like. It was also interesting that in this era of instant communication, our
European cousins seem to know as little of us as we know aboutthem. They woul d typically a

some family in Amer i ca, Wbéwetepleased tbi meehniost oflour abjectivedhaad theat we are
now communicating with our Norwegian and Danish cousins and sharing family information.

We decided to write this book to document our Scandinavian experience and share the family history with our families.
We want to tell our families in the USA and Canada about their ancestry and to tell our European families about the
journeys of their relatives and their lives in America. We hope that our effort will open the lines of communication
between our families across the seas, and that people today and future generations will benefit from these
relationships.

The book presents the history of the families of my four grandparents: the Lykken, Thoreson, Christopherson, and
Aarthun | ines. Although biographical in nature, the
ancestors lived in the earlier days, the conditions and events leading to their emigration, and the trials and sacrifices
they endured as they bravely left the old countries to seek a new and better life in America. Finally, it addresses the
assimilation of our families into the USA and Canada, ending with the generations of our families today.

We sincerely hope that you will enjoy this documentation of your Scandinavian heritage and that this insight into your
ancestry will be of benefit to you.

Acknowledgement

This book is a compilation of family, historical and geographical data obtained from numerous sources. Family
information was derived from researching church records, census data, and various archives available on Internet
sources, the LDS Church files, government data, genealogical organizations, etc. Other family history had been
previously documented by communities in Canada, the USA and Norway and could be readily adapted to this
publication. But the most valuable family data was provided by the many relatives who, in many ways, went to great
efforts to assist on this family history project. Wewer e shown our ancestords homes
stories, documents, family trees and personal accounts of our ancestors. Others turned over their own family research
files to the author to be used in the preparation of this family history book.

As such, some of the stories and material in this book will be familiar to some people but little will be familiar to all.
Nevertheless, we want to show our appreciation to the many people who went to a lot of effort to contribute to this

document and to those from each family group who have

Every effort has been made to work with the various families to ensure that the material presented herein is accurate,
but with the thousands of names and dates and numerous stories, there will undoubtedly be some errors or omissions
or simply stories that have been heard differently; for this, you have my apology.

Sources of material are referenced when pertinent. Material used is a direct copy from another source; it is printed
in italics and the source is so indicated.
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Bev and Lowell Lykken i The Author

As the author, | first thank my wife Bev for her support on all phases of this family history project. She accompanied
me on visits to relatives in Scandinavia, the USA and Canada and assisted in collecting material for this book. Bev
also reviewed and edited the publication and provided valuable assistance in telling these family stories.

Secondly, | thank the many relatives who provided information on their families. These helpful folks and their
valuable contributions are also acknowledged in the relevant sections of this book.

Family history data and stories were also obtained from a number of published sources and informal family
documents. Sources of this family history data is listed below:

Community History Publications:

1 Walsh County ND, Williams County ND, Towner County ND, Pennington County MN, Polk County MN,
DakotaCount y MN, f#AField to Foresto CMTanwilliam Manitoba,

Norwegian Bygdeboken (Community History Books)

1 Hakkadal, Kommes, Ringerike, Rgldal, Sand, Sandsvaer
[0 Sauherad, Sauda, Sundal, Odda, Ullensvang,

Historical Societies and Groups

[0 Dakota County MN, Norwegian-American Historical Society-Northfield MN, Juneau County WI , Muskego
WI, Mineral Point WI, Highview Christiania Lutheran Church-Lakeville MN, Vesterheim Genealogy Center-
Madison WI, North Dakota Historical Society, Minnesota Historical Society,

1 Telelaget Lag, Hadeland Lag, Fakse-Rgnnde Histocal Society (Denmark), Svaerborg Histoical Society
(Denmark), Danish State Archives, Norwegian State Archives, Manitoba Canada Archives and Census



Internet Sources

U
U

Ancestry.com, Minnesota Civil War Soldiers, Mulltimap.com, Mapquest.com
Norwegian Digital Archives, Danish Demographical Data, LDS Family Search, ODIN Norwegian Historical
Guide, 100 Years of Immigration Ships from Norway, Heimskringla (History of Norwegian Kings),

Reference Books

Oo="=_OoOo0oo0gnQg

100 Years Look at Grafton, North Dakota, 1982.

World Book Encyclopedia

Medieval Scandinavia, Birgit and Peter Sawyer, University of Minnesota Press
Historical Atlas of the Vikings , John Haywood, Penguin Books, 1995

Between Rocks and Hard Places, Ann Urnese Gesme, 1993

Esso Perspektiv, Esso Norge AB, 1997

History of Norway, Libraek & Stenersen, Grgndal 1991

The Saga of Old Muskego, N. N. Rgnning, 1943

Red River of the North, Lorraine Snelling

Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars 1861-1865, Minnesota Legislature 1889

Special Personal Documents
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Olson/Orton family History, Ron Olson 1996

A Short Account of Our Paternal Grandparents, their Fives Sons and One Daughter. Compiled by Hazel
Lykken Sutterlin, 1950.

Memories of my parents and grandparents, Halle Lykken 1975

The Nilsson Family in Wisconsin, Enid Ringdahl

Urtun, Hadeland and Overland Farm History (English translation from Sauda Bygdabok), Dr. Bruce
Springborn ,

Thoreson Family Genealogy Files, Lil and Ardell Thoreson

Anderson Family Genealogy Files, Lavonne Olson Norby

Julius Iverson Ancestor, Wayne Iverson,

Connection between Telemark Ancestors and The Viking Kings, Duane Johnson-Genealogist, Telelaget
Lag

Lykken Family Tree, Rod and Elaine Rasmus

Special Foreign Assistance and Consultation
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Nils and Vibeke Angard, Hjuksebg, Telemark, Norway
Tone Artun, Hellandsbygd, Sauda, Norway

Birthe Larsen & Inger Christoffersen, Rgnnede, Denmark
Inger Pedersen, Kagge, Denmark

Jens Petter Nielsen, Drammen, Norway

Else Sandnes, Lykkja, Hjuksebg, Telemark, Norway



3.0. Our Ancestors and Where They Lived in Scandinavia

3.1. Our Scandinavian Ancestors

The nucl eus of our Scandinavian ancestry, summari zed by t
and Mabel Christopherson. They were first generation children of Scandinavian immigrants. Oscar was born in the

USA to Lars Hansen Lykken and Sophia Thoreson, and Mabel was born in Canada to Peter Christopherson and
Taletta Aarthun. Oscar and Mabel s parents and grandparer
this book: 1) the Lykken line from Telemark, Norway, 2) the Thoreson-Anderson line from Hadeland, Norway, 3) the
Christopherson line from Fakse, Denmark, and 4) the Aarthun line from Sauda, Norway. Each of these lines is

supported by earlier lines, i.e. Gudmundsen, Angard, Kassa, etc., which represent the family lines of the earlier
ancestors.

Our Ancestors from Scandinavia

Lykken Lined Telemark, Norwa Christopherson Lin@ Fakse, Denmatrl
Christoffersen
Gudmundsen Line
& Angard Lines
¢ A 4
Hans Gudmundsen Hans Christoffersen
(Lykken) Lia u. Aastrupt1831-1926
Angard1820:1905 Inger Kristine
Kari Olsdatter Kaase Hemmingsen
u .Klevar1821-1894 Thorup18421928
T A
A 4 A 4
Kaasa Lars Hansen Lykken OscarLykken Peter Christopherson Hemmingsen
Line Lykkja u. Kalford Grafton,ND 18891960 Aastrup, Fakse Line
18601948 | » Mabel Christophersen |q—] 18631955
Sophia Thoreson Erickson, Manitoba Taletta Aarthun
Minnesotal8641936 18941988 Handeland 18711954
Thoreson Aarthun
Line A A Line
Stephen Thoreson Kristen Kristensen
Alm, Tinglestad 8301882 Aarthun18291920
Ingeborg Anderson Torbj f rg Bjf rnsdatter
Skjerval8291912 Selland18251915
Anderson Handeland
Line Line
ThoresonAnderson Line-Hadeland Norwa Aarthun Line--Sauda, Norwa

This book addresses the following great-grandparents and their families:

Hans Gudmundsen Lykken and Kari Olsdatter Kaasa immigrated from Telemark, Norway in 1873.
The following were their children:

Ole H. Lykken and Gunhild Larsdatter Bolager
Ingrid H. Lykken and Markus Johanson Johnson
Gilman H. Lykken and Ella Thoreson

Hans H. Lykken and Emily Johnson

Lars H. Lykken and Sophia Thoreson

Ole Gilman (Lykken) and Caroline Loe

= =2 =444



Stephen Thoreson and Ingeborg Skjerva Anderson immigrated with their families from Hadeland, Norway in 1854
and 1849, respectively, and married in Minnesota in 1858. The following were their children:

Thomas (Thore) Thoreson and Emma Knutson
Ella Thoreson and Gilman H. Lykken

Andrew (Andreas) Thoreson and Julia Sundsdal
Olivia Thoreson and John Tofteland

Sophia Thoreson and Lars H. Lykken

Carl Thoreson

Martin Thoreson

Oscar Thorson and Helga Knutson

Idan Thoreson and Thilda Knutson

Lucy Ann Thoreson and Bernt Mohn

Alfred Thoreson

=2 28888 _9_9_9_4°_-2-

Hans Christopherson and Inger Kristine Hemmingsen lived near Fakse, Denmark and were the parents of

grandfather Peter Christopherson. The following were their children:

Peter Christopherson and Taletta Aarthun
Jens Christophersen

Trina Christophersen

Christian Christophersen

Anna Christophersen

Christoffer Ebbe Christophersen

Hans Frederik Christophersen

Rasmus Christophersen

Henrietta Christophersen

= =8 8 =88 _-8_9_9_°

Kristen Kristensen (Chris Orton) Aarthun and Torbjarg Bjgrnsdatter (Tabor Orton) Handeland who immigrated to
Wisconsin in 1857, returned to Norway in 1864, and re-immigrated and settled in Manitoba in 1888. The following

were their children:

Gurina Aarthun and Svale Wetteland

Ingeborg Aarthun and Ole Rod

Christiana Aarthun and Sven Olson

Kristen Bernert (Chris Orton Il) and Charlotte Krog
Talleta Aarthun and Peter Christopherson.

= =28

Our Ancestral Homes in Norway

Our Norwegian ancestors came from Telemark County in the south, Hadeland

in the north-central and Rogaland on

the west coast. The Norway map shows these locations. More detailed maps of their homes are shown in the family

history sections.
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O Telemark

The Hans G. Lykken family came from the Sauherad Commune in Telemark County about 80 miles southwest of
Oslo. They lived on a cotter place called Lykkja on the eastern shore of the Heddalsvatter (Heddal Lake).

A View of the Beautiful Telemark Countryside

Telemark is the fruit capital of Norway where the beautiful rolling hills and valleys are sprinkled with apple, cherry and
pear orchards and deep blue lakes. The gorgeous mountains of Telemark create a world-famous skiing and vacation
area. It is hard to imagine a more beautiful place to be a farmer than Telemark.

00 Rogaland
The Aarthun or Orton families came from the Sauda Commune in Rogaland County. Sauda is located in the deep

fijord country, about 100 km north and east of Stavanger. The family lived on a Handeland cotter place called Nedre
Asen in the village of Hellandsbygd, on Highway 520, about 15 km northeast of the city of Sauda.

A Fjord near Sauda



The Sauda Commune is also mountainous fjord country with a few scattered valleys where people built their
farmsteads and used the mountains for grazing cattle and sheep. Because of the harsh North Sea climate with limited

sunshine, crops other than potatoes and oats are nearly impossible to grow, which forced the farmers to rely on their
pasturelands for a |iving. Chris Ortonds earlier ancestor
and east of Sauda.

1 Hadeland

The Thoreson family came from the Hadeland region of Oppland County, about 150 km north of Oslo. They lived on
a cotter place on the AIm owned cotter farm near Gran. The Anderson family came from the Skjerva farm near Lunner,
also in Hadeland.

Hadeland is farm country comprised of lovely rolling hills, forests, and lakes. The principal farming is beef, pork and
dairy products. Hadeland is located in the foothills of the famous Lillehammer ski area, site of the 1996 Winter
Olympics.

The early Thoreson ancestors lived on a farm overlooking the Randsfjord with a view similar to that in the photo
below.

Our Anderson ancestors lived on a farm with a similar view of Skjerva Lake.

All our ancestors from Hadeland, Telemark, and Rogland left some beautiful areas to often to settle on the dismal,
treeless prairie or sometime bush country.

View of the countryside in Hadeland with Randsfjord in the background.

10



Our

Ancestor 6s

Ho me i

n

Denmar k
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4.0 Background

The general background information in this section gives readers a better understanding of our family history, and
provides insight into our ancestorsé6é |ives, their social
their immigration and settling in America. There is of course an abundance of information on these subjects available

in the literature and on the Internet.

4.1 A Brief Scandinavian History

It is useful to briefly review the history Norway and Denmark to gain insight into some issues and events that
influenced our ancestorsé |ives and molded their character

Roaming hunters and farmers settled in Scandinavia sever
result of it having been covered by glaciers for many ages. Our early Viking ancestors made frequent visits to their
European neighbors, terrorizing them, and often leaving with more than they brought. They also made temporary and
permanent settlements in Britain, France, Iceland, and Greenland and even in parts of North America.

The countries were continuously at war, with Norway usually getting the short end on the stick; thus Norway was
ruled by Denmark or Sweden for more than 700 years.®m™ Seri
century, so before that time, 90% of the people lived on farms and most of the others lived off the sea. The nobles

and the church owned most of the land which forced most of the farmers to be tenants. Following the Reformation,

the Kings kicked out the Catholic Church, took away their properties and sold or redistributed much of it to the nobility

who were loyal to the crown. The countries were very poor and Norway was one of the poorest in all of Europe.
Immigration to America in the 19™ century was a major relief from the poverty, growing population, and lack of
industrialization.

Fortunately, the Scandinavian countries now have booming economies and provide some of the best living standards
and life styles in the world.

Some key milestones in Scandinavian history:

12,500-10,000 BC Bands of hunters roamed the areas as the ice age glaciers retreated.

The oldest existing evidence of human habitation in Denmark is artifacts of hunters' settlements from the end of the
last Ice Age in approximately 12,500 BC. Shortly after the retreat of the ice, which carved the beautiful fijords and
mountainous terrain, the first men appeared in what is now Norway.

4000 BC Permanent settlements began and engaged in agriculture.

The transition to agriculture started in Norway and Denmark in approximately 4000 BC, when migrants from
German tribes wandered into Scandinavia and set up settlements in Denmark and along the Norwegian coast.

Regular towns did not appear until the Iron Age (400-750 AD).

770-1100 AD The Viking Age.

The Viking attacks on the monasteries on the east coast of England in about 770 AD marked the beginning of the
Viking Age. For 300 years our ancestors set sail on frequent raids of Britain and nearly all of continental Europe,
employing superior ships, weapons and military tactics to accomplish their dastardly deeds. Many of the Viking raiders
were farmers who went on their journeys to raid, kill and pilfer, and then returned to their families and farms and went
about their normal lives.

Beginning in 870, the Norwegian Vikings, many who were motivated to leave because of differences with the rulers
of Norway, settled colonies in Iceland and Greenland. In 1000 AD Leif Erickson found his way to the North American
continent.

The Viking settlements remained in Greenland, Iceland and possibly parts of Newfoundland for many years until a
succession of cold winters forced those who survived to abandon these colonies.
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Meanwhile, the Danish Vikings raided England, France,
Spain and areas along the Mediterranean, and set up
colonies in York, Dublin, and other areas, and actually
conquered England for a period of time. They also occupied
northern areas of France where the province of Normandy
is named for them. The Swedish Vikings focused their raids
on Russia and Eastern Europe, all the way to
Constantinople, but never managed to turn their conquests
into lasting empires.

The murder of the Danish and Norwegian King Canute IV
in 1087 marked the beginning of the end of the Viking Age.
Subsequently, the Danish Vikings lost control of England
A Viking Ship and also lost their influence in other areas.

During this time, the Scandinavian countries were now unified and the kingdoms put more focus on developing their
home country economies and infrastructures.

900 AD King Harald Fairhair (Our ancestor) unites the various Viking clans and becomes the first
king of unified Norway.

In the earlier days, Norway was a country ruled by regional jarls or kings with no central governing body. These tribes
often fought and raided one another. In 900 AD, after a series of battles with the various tribes, our ancestor, Harald
Fairhair (Fairhair because of his striking blond hair) declared himself king of all of Norway. King Harald set up a central
government and made his many sons and son-in-laws under-kings and noblemen in the various regions. Harald was
very powerful and ruled Norway for 50 years.

960 AD King Harald Bluetooth unifies Denmark and introduces Christianity.

Like Norway, Denmark was also a series of communities ruled by local chieftains. In about 950 AD, Harald
Bluetooth unified Denmark, became King and introduced Christianity to that country.

995 AD Christianity is introduced into Norway.

Christianity was introduced into Norway over a lengthy period of time, possibly two hundred years. It was a natural
result of the Norwegians' contact with Christian Europe, through trading connections and Viking travels. Missionaries
from churches in England, Germany and Denmark also contributed to the weakening of traditional belief in the Nordic
gods. The advance of Christianity in Norway was attributed to the efforts of the three missionary kings, Hakon the
Good, Olaf Trygvasson, and Saint Olaf. The latter's martyr death in a battle in 1030 earned him sainthood status.

1349 AD The bubonic plague (black death) kills one half to two-thirds of the populations and vacates
many rural areas.

During the ABI ack De d358, cnang remote@reéas af Narwayp were hldaddéned, and people
collected in the more accessible and productive areas. As the population grew again, the people returned to the
previously occupied areas. This plague and subsequent plagues in the later part of the century had a devastating
effect on the Norwegian economy and led to stronger Denmark rule.

1379-1814 Denmark rules Norway

In 1397 the Kalmar Union was established, combining Denmark, Norway and Sweden, and was ruled by the Danish
Queen Margrete I. The Union lasted until Sweden broke away in 1523. The kingdoms of Denmark and Norway
remained united under Danish rule, with all important positions in Norway held by Danes under control from Denmark.

The late Middle Ages were a period of marked economic deterioration in Norway. The population had been drastically

reduced by the ravages of the Black Death and other plagues during the fourteenth century. Many farms in the
marginal areas were deserted, and incomes sank. The economic depression brought political consequences
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in its wake. Denmark assumed increasing importance as the major Nordic land and the Norwegian nobility dwindled.
Thus, the Norwegian will and ability for national self-assertion was gradually sapped; and in 1536 Norway ceased to
be an independent kingdom and became simply a Danish possession.

Danish rule ended in 1814 with the Treaty of Kiel which awarded Norway to Sweden. Denmark had fought on the
side of Napoleon who was defeated in 1813, causing Denmark to lose not only Norway but considerable international
influence.

During the years of Danish rule, not only were economic conditions very poor in Norway, but Danish became the
written language and all records were in Danish. As a result, many names of counties, cities and farms were changed
to Danish during those years, but then returned to Norwegian after 1814 when the Danes left. Some effects of the
Danish language still remains today: Hitterdal vs Heddal, Andengaard vs Angard, Lykkja vs Lgkka, Gulmon vs
Gudmund, etc.

Meanwhile, the Norwegian spoken language with its many dialects was retained.

1536 AD Reformation takes place and Lutheranism becomes the official religion.

I n 1536, Denmarkdéds King Christian |11, triumphamprisoredter
the Catholic bishops. He declared his sovereignty over the Church in Denmark (including Norway) and seized all
Church lands. While Denmark converted to Lutheran Protestantism. The Catholic clergy were given the option to
convert to Lutheranism or leave the church.

The Reformation was mostly welcomed in Scandinavia but the populous who were not very religious anyway. The

Catholic Church and its hierarchy had owned nearly half of the productive land and were not paying taxes. Some of
thislandhad been donated to the church bishops in return for
those days.

While nationalizing the church, the Kingdom took, and subsequently passed down, much of the land to Nobles,
previous bishops and others swearing allegiance to the crown. Also, money was no longer being sent out of the
countries to Rome, so from a political and economical point of view, the Reformation was considered a good thing in
Scandinavia.

In 1580 the church took charge of vital statistics and began keeping records of births, deaths, marriages, confirmation,
and church membership, and transfers. As a result, the church records are a good source of information on our later
ancestors, although it took over a century to get the system up and running.

1814-1905 AD The Union with Sweden

Although Norway first resisted the union of Sweden in 1814 and chose to be independent, Sweden used military
power to force the union and drive out the Norwegian King. However, Norway gained its own constitution and local
government and shared a common king located in Stockholm. Norway was allowed to govern nearly all of its internal
affairs, but all foreign affairs and trade agreements were controlled by Stockholm. As such, Norway had considerable
independence, and with the emergence of a strong shipping industry and some industrialization, its economy
improved during the union with Sweden. Of course many in Norway wanted to have an independent state and
continued a lengthy negotiation with Stockholm until finally, in 1905, Sweden agreed to dissolve the Union and give
Norway its independence. The two countries have coexisted very peacefully ever since.

During the union, the Norwegian written language resurfaced and there was some use of Swedish in the written
documents. There is still some evidence of Swedish characters; i.e. Lgkka was spelled Lokka in the 1865 census.

1811 AD The University of Oslo opens.

The first university was founded in Norway in 1811. This late start in higher education is another example of the
suppression resulting from Danish rule. Danish universities were established centuries earlier.
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1905 AD Norway becomes an independent nation after forcing Sweden to relinquish control.

By this time, all our ancestors had emigrated, so none of our Norwegian folks had the opportunity to live in a free and
independent Norway before coming to America. Incidentally, this year, 2005, Norway celebrated 100 years of
independence.

4.2. Land Ownership and the Tenant Farmer
Land Ownership

In early 16" century Norway, the church owned 48% of the land, the King 7%, the privileged aristocrats about 12%,
and the remaining 33% was owned by numerous small landowners. In Denmark the church owned 40%, the King
10%, and the aristocrats 40%, leaving the free landowners only about 10%. Thus, it was nearly impossible for the
small farmers to own land under the strong Danish feudal system. The church and aristocrats were exempt from
taxation, thus putting the tax burden on the free landowners.

The 16™ century reformation in Denmark-Norway awarded the church land to the crown, but in the 17t century the
king was financially strapped, and was forced to sell land to the rich Danish and Norwegian nobles and farmers to
replenish the empty coffers. This was good for the nobility, but did not help the many tenant farmers who were still at
the mercy of the large landowners. In the 18" century new regulations were established to protect the tenant farmers
and to give the tenants first right of purchase of the land they worked at a reasonable price. Land mortgages also
became available which helped the smaller farmers to acquire land.

As time went on, land held by the nobles and the King was subdivided by inheritance or sold off as smaller farms, so
eventually the number of very large farms dwindled. Thus, Scandinavian farms are usually small and an average of
less than 25 acres of producible land. The cotter places were often a patch of clearing in the woods or along a
mountainside, just one or two acres to allow the tenant to have a few animals, a garden, and raise a few kegs of grain
or potatoes.

The Tenant Farmer and Cotter People

In any case, the majority of the early Scandinavian farmers were tenants of the church, the King, or an aristocrat. In
later years, some of our ancestors, like the Aarthuns, were landowners, but most were tenants or cotter people. They
worked for smaller landowners, often a relative, who either purchased land or obtained it through inheritance.

The rents for the land were often in grain, equivalent to the seed sowed. So if the yield was three times the seed, the

owner got 1/3, the farmer 1/3, andtherestwe nt f or next year6s seed. I n pasture
with butter. I't was also common for the tenants to worKk
stipulated in their owner-tenant contract.

In Denmark, where most of the land was owned by the church and nobility, serfdom was very common until the 18t
and19"centuries. Then, in the early 180006s, serfdom was to
their small farms, but they had their share of problems because of the high debt for the farm purchase. At the same

time, there were more opportunities for employment in Denmark; the people were not completely dependant on
agriculture to sustain a living.

Land Succession

In the 13 century, Norway established the adeloslov (alodial law) which strictly controlled the inheritance of farms

with the aim of promoting a rational farm structure. The main purpose was to ensure that the farms remained in the

family and also were not subdivided, especially when the farm was not large enough to subdivide in any practical

way. The law gave preference to the eldest son, who had the first right to purchase the farm upon the death of the

owner by buying out his brother (Adawngh shdareskiassoneshda | sfh aorfe ao fs ot
Although the law has been amended often during the years, it still is in effect with the major difference being that the

eldest child (male or female) now has first right of ownership.
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If the farm owner had several farms, then sometimes these farms were divided among the heirs, but in most cases,
the farms were small and retained by the el dest son.

not sufficient for him to become a landowner, so they became tenant farmers or cotter people. The most likely scenario
was that the younger sons received a place to rent and a few animals to start their cotter farm and raise their families.
They would often stay on t hléafferd tdleep thbm. @Vorkiethedosests, sawmills,iof
seagoing industries was also common. The daughtersé

was a landowner or a cotter person. Hopefully, the estate was sufficient to allow all heirs to earn a living and the
female children to have a good dowry to find an acceptable husband.

Several of our earlier ancestors were landowners. However, as time passed, the estates were subdivided, or in some
cases, our ancestors were the younger sons and received little or no inheritance. As a result, most of our later
ancestors were cotter people, and subsequently, they, or their descendants, emigrated.

4.3. Church, Education, Language and Social Issues
Religion and the Church

Our early Viking ancestors worshipped pagan gods such as Odin, the omniscient god of power, wisdom, poetry and
battle, and his son, Thor. When in battle, they relied on Odin, but when it came to plagues, famines or natural
disasters, they relied on Thor who presided over the air and governed the thunder and lightning, the winds and the
rains, fair weather and crops, etc. The Viking gods are depicted on many Viking rune stones found in Scandinavia.

The Vikings were slowly converted to Christianity over a period of 200-300 years, and finally, [
Danish and Norwegians kings accepted and promoted the new faith. The Catholic Church grew and gained in power
and land ownership until 1536 AD, when the Danish King Christian Ill declared Lutheranism the state religion of
Denmark and Norway and confiscated the church properties.

In 1580 AD, the church took over responsibility for keeping the vital statistics: birth and baptism, confirmation,
marriage, deaths, and joining and leaving a parish. These church records are now a very vital part of the history of
our ancestors. Unfortunately, if a church burned, the records were lost. In 1730 AD, church attendance and the
participation in the various church rites was compulsory, thus improving the validity of the statistic. As there were no
colleges in Norway at the time, the clergy were usually educated in Germany.

Today, the Lutheran Church is still an arm of the State and people are born as church members but can resign and
thus not pay the church tax. Of course, the governments now keep the vital records. Also, people are not compelled
to participate in any church functions but often do on Christmas, Easter, weddings, christening, funerals, etc. for
traditional, if not religious, reasons.

In Norway there is often one church in each commune, which means that people can live as far as 20 miles from the
church. Thus, many of our ancestors would have to trek long distances to the church for baptisms, go to confirmations,
funerals, etc.

Most church buildings began in the 11t century and were small, crude churches made of wood or staves like the
Norwegian Stave Churches. They were rebuilt in the 121 century but not in the style known today. The ceilings were
flat and there were no towers and porches. The churches were upgraded in the 14 century to their current style.

The church cemetery was in the churchyard, and considering that some of these churches were built in the 12t
century, there would be a lot of bodies buried over the years. To make room for future patrons, the deceased used
the gravesite for 25 years, after which time the remains were completely consumed and the site was reused for
another grave. In later years, with the use of preservatives in food causing bodies to last longer, the use of the
gravesite was extended to 40 years. One seldom finds names from the earlier ages on tombstones. An exception is
wealthy people who could afford to purchase a plot. In other cases, several generations from a single family may be
buried on the same site with several names from different generations on the same tombstone, as seen on an Aarthun
grave marker on the next page.
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DANIEL p,
AARTHUN

Aarthun Gravestone on Multiple Graves

The churches had separate seating for the aristocrats and farm owners who coul d af ford the

common folks who usually sat in the balconies. The interior of the Sauherad church is shown page 84. The
landowners sat in the enclosed pews below, while the cotter people, like our Lykken ancestors, sat with their families
above in the unassigned pews.

Education

Our Norwegian ancestors had little formal education until 1865, when a law was passed requiring that primary schools
be built and an education provided for all children.

Prior to about 1825 there was essentially no schooling. Then, in about 1825, some informal schools were set up on
the larger farms for about six weeks each year, usually operated by the church. Children from the tenant and
neighboring farms would gather at the host farm and be taught mainly to read and write. Often the only text books

were Luthero6és Catechism and the bible. Schooling was
was important, their children remained illiterate.

Most of our early ancestors received no formal education, and in fact, records show that some of our immigrants

could not sign their name and simply scrolled an AXo.

case, very few of our ancestors who were born in Norway before 1860 had any formal education.

Education in Denmark started about a century earlier. Like in Norway, except for the nobility and officials, the early
population was illiterate. In 1721 the King ruled that the children of common people would receive teaching in
Christianity and reading, free of charge, while those who could pay 8 shillings a week were also taught writing and
arithmetic. Later, all education was free and schools and colleges sprang up.

Language

The written and oral language of Denmark evolved though the ages and has been preserved. The language situation
in Norway is very different and in fact, quite confusing. As for the oral language, people around the country speak
different dialects but they can usually understand one another. It is easy for Norwegians to tell from which area in
Norway people come.

The written language is another story. Unlike the oral dialects which survived the almost 500 years of Danish rule,
the Norwegian written languages did not. Many of the educated peopl e died during the
replaced by Danes; thus, nearly all literate people were writing in Danish. Further, all official documents were in
Danish, so the Norwegian written language virtually disappeared.

When the Danish union dissolved in 1814, the Norwegians wanted their own language, but they could not agree on

fibo

at

Son

bl

how to develop a Norse written language; therefore, two alternate approaches weretaken:Bo k mtl and Nynor s

Norwegian).

These two written languages are still in use in Norway today.
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B o k mt A new Norwegian written language based on gradually adjusting the Danish language to make it more
Norwegian.

Nynorsk i A new written Norwegian language based on combining all the Norwegian dialects together into a single
language. This approach was considered useful since the dialects had survived the Danish union and people had
been speaking Norwegian all the time, including the times of Danish and Swedish rule.

The two written languages are quite similar and most people understand both. Only 16% of the population writes
nynorsk today and most newspapers are printed in bokmal.

It should be pointed out that our ancestors wenoenyroskught 1
was available during their time.

Scandinavian Names

It is commonly known that Scandinavian names were made of their Christian name followed by the designation of
their father, i.e. Ole Larson or Ingrid Larsdatter. In early Norway they also added their farm which worked fine because
almost everyone lived on a farm. For example, a person could be called Lars Hansen from Lgkka or simply, Lars
Hansen Lgkka. If the person moved to another farm, such as Lia, he would be called Lars Hansen Lia.

Int he | ater 18006s the government required that alll perso
on a farm, whether they owned it or not, would take the farm name as their family name. Others would keep the
fatherds name asudihead a@li é yOlneasnen. sConsequently, many Sca

while others have some derivation of a farm name or something similar. After coming to America they often anglicize
the name usually to either simplify it, or perhaps to spell it phonetically. i.e. Aarthun = Orton or Nilsson = Nelson.

Anot her ambiguity is fisend vs fisond vs fissond The Danes
Johansson means Johanédés son) ; the Nor we glioam swi u she thbvot hi sisng
Swedes, i . e. both Hansen and Hanson are common. Occasion
isson. o0 i.e. Kristensson. This is because Sweden rul ed

influenced the records.

If the book seems inconsistent in the use of some of these names, it is because we are making reference to the name
used during the period being discussed. For example, in the Telemark dialect some of our ancestors were named
Gulmon or Gulmonsen, but in the written language the name is spelled Gudmund or Gudmundsen. Finally, when
they settled in America they changed it to the phonetic spelling of Gilman or Gilmanson. An exception is in the early
church records in Wisconsin and Minnesota, where they still used their Norwegian names; i.e. names like Hans
Gudmundsen Lgkka and Kari Olsdatter are found.

From the authorés perspective, these continuous name cha
encountered during this family research exercise. In fact, contact with many relatives was lost because their American
names are unknown.

Children were usually named first for grandparents and then for their parents. For example, the Lykken family, who
were the children of Hans Gudmundsen Lgkka and Kari Olsdatter, were named as follows:

Ole Hansen i Maternal grandfather Ole Pedersen

Ingrid Hansdatter i Maternal great-grandmother Ingrid Olsdatter

Gulmon Hansen i Paternal grandfather Guldmund (Gulmon) Gudmundsen
Hans Hansen i Father Hans Gudmundsen

Lars Hansen i Maternal great-grandfather Lars Nilsson Angard

Ole Gilman (Gulmon) i Maternal and Paternal grandfathers Ole Pedersen and
Gudmund Gudmundsen

= = =481
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Social Structure

There were definite social classes for our ancestors in Scandinavia. There were the royalty, the nobility and the
aristocrats, but there was also the major distinction between the land owner and non-landowner.

The Norwegian farmer was almost a distinctive class or natural born prince. He often received his property by
exercising his alodial rights. The name of his farm, which had been permanently attached for decades, became his
surname and also the surname of his relatives. He had a special stature in the community. When he and his family
went to church they sat in a special box which the family could afford to own. His family had servants to help in the
home, the barnyard and the fields.

The farming community was made up of several classes of people. At the top were the farm owners called Bonder
or gardmenn. A tenant farmer or relative who owned a small portion of the farm (bruk) large enough for his residence
was called a brukere. The tenants who lived on a cotter place were called husmann or husmannsfolk. Servants on
the farm were called tjenefolk.

Regarding the class distinction between the farmer and the tenants and servants, one might recall growing up in a
farming community where the larger farmers provided houses more or less in the back woods for the hired help and
migrant workerstolive. The wor ki ng and domestic folks didno6t soc
usually only communicated on business issues. With this in mind, and after having seen the places where our cotter
ancestors lived, it is easy to realize that our more recent ancestors in Norway were not in any way, members of the

al

upper <c¢cl asses. This might explain why it was so often

country. o

Continuing for a moment along these lines, one recalls what our Norwegian cousin Mr. Angard said when we visited
our ancestral homes in Telemark: fl want to take you to Lia where your folks lived so you can understand why they
had to go to America. 0

It is also interesting to note that today many families of immigrants from south of our border are flooding not only
California but all areas including our small towns in the Midwest. Multiple families are living in houses, taking nearly
all the labor and domestic work, and sending the money earned to their native countries. Ultimately, they bring
additional family to America. In actuality, this is a reflection of our ancestors arriving in America 150 years ago.

Hopefully this book will provide some insight into our cotter ancestors who emigrated, and what is was about their
backgrounds that enabled them to so quickly reach their goals in America.
Love and Marriage

Most of us think of our grandparents as having puritan values when it comes to love and marriage, but when
Scandinavian ancestors are researched, it is not unusual to find that the first child was born out of wedlock.

The reality is that many of these puritan values were taken on after they came to America, whereas in the old country
things were looked at a little differently. Regarding our Scandinavian ancestors, it seems that a binding commitment
between the couple is made at the time of the engagement which was usually when the parents agreed to the

marriage proposal and the engagement was ctieaf prablens wasd

sometimes finding a place where the young couple could live, as perhaps a cotter place becoming available. So with
the old Norwegian tradition that the marriage ceremony be sometimes delayed until a home is available, children
were sometime born before the ceremony. But with the engagement being considered a binding agreement, the idea
of early children was considered acceptable and the children were considered legitimate once the ceremony was
held. However, the couple usually married shortly after the birth of the first child, if not before.

If an unmarried girl had a child without the prospect of a husband then she could have been subject to scorn.

I f you decide to research your ancest or wisthal suface sbhch asaau r
€g

dear puritan grandmother being registered as an il
hand, divorce almost never occurred making these ancestors very monogamous. . In fact, among all the Scandinavian
ancestors investigated, there were virtually no divorces.
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Social and Living Conditions in the Countryside

The following account was provided by the Svaerdborg (Denmark) Historical Society regarding social and living
conditions in Denmark in the early times. One might assume that living conditions in Norway were similar in those
days.

Living Conditions

AFirst of all, the Danish ancestors came from the ol dest
the Archaeologists take us as far back to the time of the Vikings. Undoubtedly ancestors have participated in the
Vikings plundering of England or other places in Europe.

Upto 117 1200 the peasants owned their land but crop failures often made the peasants dependent of the aristocracy
or the church. The peasant then had to borrow money for food to survive and ended up as copyholders when they
could not pay back the money which happened very often.

From excavations we know that in the earliest time the peasant lived together with his animals in the same wooden

house with thatched roof and a fireplace in the middle of the house where they also were cooking. The Houses were

build that close to one another, so if one house got into fire all the houses in the village also burned down. Around

year 1000 - 1200 the peasants started to build their houses in mud or clay and in the same period of time the animals

got their own houses i the stables - but still with thatched roofs and still close to one another. The plots were around

the villages. The chimney was not invented so they had t
place in centre of the house but they had the warmth in the wintertime. As for the farmhands, shepherds and slaves,

they lived in hollows thatched with straw or grass and as far as we know i no fireplace because there was little room

for such luxury. The slavery went on until 1500 i 1600 when they were released.

There were few domestic animals in those days. The cows were as the size of St. Bernard dogs and the horses were
small as well. They also had one or two long legged pigs.

Land Ownership and Tenants

Since churches, nobilities and monasteries took over the land from the peasants, they also started to trade the land,
so the copyholders were often confused about who their landlords were.

I n the same period of time the copyholders (tenants) beg
be translated) which meant some sort of tax established by the Squires, but in reality, it was interest for lifetime and
inherited through generations.

The progress of civilization went on very slowly in the countryside and very few changes took place for many years.
The copyholders were tied to the Manors and the copyholders were not allowed to leave the land and house where
they lived. They were enslaved. The squires found that necessary because they had to keep manpower for their
harvest. The copyholders had to do that work before they could do their own crop. To make it work most of the squires
had a bailiff to lead the work in the fields. Some of those bailiffs were malicious and used their whip to make the
copyholders work faster and to show their power. The last mentioned was maybe the most important, and it had
happened that a bailiff had been killed and nobody knew who the murderer was. If a copyholder protested after he
was whipped, he risked ridding the wooden Horse for a day or two with sandbag on his feet.

When there was a war going on, the squires had to deliver men for the Army. They were allowed to send one of their
farmhands to the Army if he was suitable to serve the Ar:
special Danish word referring to the soldiers were picked up in the landside of the county. It meant from 6 to 10 years

away from home, and the King could and did hired soldiers to other Prince” warfare. We know that the Danish

Al andmilitsd t odRpanshwat,awanthat ldsted fdt megrly 108 years. When a copyholder returned

from military service, he had to accept that farm, as a copyholder, that the Squire gave him. If he refused to do so,

he could be returned to the Army for another 10 Years.

(Aut hordés note: Those wer e t heourdistmedistered wverified Danmish anbestor Knudi nt r vy ¢
Hansen Vrang was born in 1708 and it went so on for about 100 years more.)

The following is the order of precedence in the countryside under the squire level: Copyholders with farmland,
domestic animals, and house of his own, then copyholders with less farmland and few domestic animals still living
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in the villages and able to do some handicraft as a blacksmith. Then there were a lot of farmhands with no domestic
animals and often so poor that they had to beg for their food. Underneath them all was the older, disabled and
mentally deficient persons. Infant mortality was out of this world. The population were illiterate except for the nobilities
and the officials. In year 1721 the King established education for children of common people.

How Christian our ancestors were we can only guess but there was a statutory order prescribing the duty to go to
church Sunday for morning service, and if not doing so, the copyholders risked to ride the wooden horse.

Reforms

In 1788, the Danish government reformed the agriculture, and the former copyholders were allowed to buy their own
farms i they became freeholders. They left the villages and built up their own buildings on their own land.

Social welfare was unknown those days. When a farmer grew old and no longer was able to work hard, his son took
over and the old farmer received accommodation, provided by the new owner. Two, sometimes three, generations
were living together on a farm and it happened that the oldest suddenly died even if he was well the day before.

Through the next century the peasants had to learn to be businessmen and it was hard work. Then, in 1882, the first
co-operative dairy began. From there it went fast to other categories, and almost every farmer went into the co-
operatives.

Counties and Communes

In Norway, a county is roughly the size of a Northeastern state in the USA. The counties are divided into communes
usually about 18 by 12 miles. One commune is equivalent to six of our townships that are usually six miles by six
miles. The counties and communes have their own local governments.

4.4. Emigration from Scandinavia

ilt was the boldest that set off fir sventurefdme ent er pr |

started first on the journey across the great sea. They were the unsatisfied ones and the initiators

who could not endure their | ot at home, and were the
Vilheim Moberg

When one considers that Columbus discovered America in 1492 and the Mayflower arrived in 1620, it is interesting
to note that serious emigration from the Scandinavian countries did not occur until midway through the 19t century.

In the early days of the American colonies, three out of four immigrants to America were English and Irish. Still, in the
years between 1840 and 1860, most immigrants came from Ireland, Great Britain, Germany and France. Then. toward
the turn of the century, a flood of new immigrants joined from Italy and Eastern Europe.

The first organized emigration from Norway was in 1825 when 52 people
sailed on the sloop Restauration from Stavanger and settled in New York.
The sea voyage took 98 days. The next organized emigration was in 1836,
when two brigs left Stavanger and settled in lllinois.

The early Norwegian immigrants came from the western counties of
Rogaland and Hogaland with people leaving from the North Sea ports of
Stavanger and Bergen, and from the Hadeland region a hundred km north
of Oslo. The folks from Hadeland left from the Port of Chistiania, which was
the former name for the city Oslo.

The Sloop Restauration - 1825

The chart on the following page shows the yearly emigration rate from Norway to America during the years 1840 to
1930, when emigration was the highest.
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Norwegian Emigation to America 1840-1930

Emigration continued at the low rate of less than 1000 per year, until 1848, when Wisconsin became the popular
place to settle. News of available farm land in the Wisconsin settlements of Muskego and Koshkonong came back to
Norway and emigration fever began to raise, nearly 4000 people left Norway in 1849. Immigration continued at about
the same rate until the Civil War when it declined sharply. After the Civil War, emigration skyrocketed until World War
I, and during that time, nearly one million people left Norway for America, second only to Ireland. Emigration from
Denmark followed a similar pattern but about one-third the rate.

Reasons for Emigration

After the Viking period ended, the remote, northern Scandinavian countries stopped wandering, focused more on
building their internal infrastructures, and relied mainly on agriculture for their livelihood. With the exception of fishing
and exporting forestry and fish products, most Norwegians living in rural communities were relatively isolated from
the outside world and knew very little about anything outside Norway. In the 19™ century, with the sharp decrease in
the infant mortality rate, Scandinavia had an unprecedented population explosion and the population doubled by
1850. With the lack of industrialization, the farms, the sea, and limited industry could not support this increased
number of peopl e. In the 186006s, tlures ang famite| fereimg wpatcs 30,800
farmer people to leave for America each year. Emigration by farmers was further encouraged by the passage of the
US Homestead Act in 1862, which gave settlers free farmland. The Norwegian people found emigration to be a
realistic solution to their problems.

The Stature of Liberty in New York Harbor has an inscription:

fiKeep your ancient lands, your storied pomp,
Give me your tired, your poor,
Your humbled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse from your teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I I'ift my | amp beside the golden doo

This inscription on the Statue of Liberty may sound a little harsh for our ancestors from Scandinavia. These farmer-
ancestors emigrated because their time had run out in the old country and they needed to move on. They had some
difficult times but, eventually, they accomplished their goals.

On the other hand, many of our Scandinavian families had the opportunity to remain. They also made the most of it
and are enjoying Athe good I|ifeo in Norway. Fortunat
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Where to Go in America?

Where to go in America? The answer for our farmer-ancestors was largely a matter of timing and the availability of
land at the time our ancestors arrived and were able to purchase or homestead the land. It is well known that the
settling of the USA and Canada began on the east coast and worked its way west. In 1849, with the California Gold
Rush and the Mormon settlements in Utah, many people came out west. Our Scandinavian ancestors, who were
primarily interested in obtaining farm land at the lowest cost, went where virgin land was available. As time passed,
our immigrant ancestors found their way west to Minnesota, the Dakota Territory, Manitoba, Montana, until all
available land was taken.

The graphic below shows where Norwegians settled in the USA and is based on the number of Norwegian-born
residents in the 1910 census. Minnesota has the most Norwegians (280,000), followed by Wisconsin (158,000), North
Dakota (124,000), and the other surrounding states of lllinois, lowa, South Dakota and Michigan. Incidentally, in
North Dakota, one of five residents in 1910 was born in Norway, the highest density of Norsemen of any state.
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Norwegian-born residents by state - 1910

I n a broader sense, when Norwegian farmers arrived in t1!
18606s and 187060s, mostly in Minnesot dater, in the wektesn D) 0 s , i
Montana and western Canada.
Our ancestors settled in Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota and Manitoba. The circumstances that brought them
there are investigated in the next paragraphs.

1 Wisconsin 1849

Settling in Wisconsin

When Scandinavians began to show an interest in immigrat.

place to go. The Wisconsin Territory had been established in 1838 and cities like Milwaukee and Madison were
flourishing. Milwaukee was situated on Lake Michigan, so it was possible to travel by water from Scandinavia all
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the way to Milwaukee and find available farm land in the rural areas surrounding the city. Another factor was that the
Black Hawk and the Sauk Indians had made their last stand in Wisconsin and were defeated in 1832 which opened
the country for the white settlers.

There are many other reasons why so many Norwegians settled in Wisconsin. One reason was the landscape and
environment of Wisconsin which was very similar to Norway. Another was the good feedback from the "American
letters" sent by settlers in America to friends and relatives in Norway. These letters told about greater personal
freedom, available land, much higher wages, equality, and the opportunities that existed. Norwegian immigrants
sought a new life in America and believed Wisconsin gave them the many opportunities that had eluded them at
home.

During the 18406s, Nor wegian settlements sprang tpof sl owl
Milwaukee and Koshongong, in Dane County, near Madison. The land near Muskego was very wet and swampy and
infested with flies, mosquitoes and diseases, so the Nor

areas. Dane County and the surrounding areas had excellent farm land and climate but were rapidly saturated with
Norwegian settlers.

In 1848, Wisconsin became the 30" state, things got worse in Norway, and the good stories from the immigrants

became wide-spread in Norway; so, starting i n 1849, i mmi gration to Wi sconsin
Mani festo, 0 which was published in Norwegi feel aeaddpame Ame I
also had an impact. It was signed by 80 Norwegian immigrants who defended their immigration to Wisconsin. By

1850, there were 10,000 Norwegians living in Wisconsin. As time passed, the settlers move further west and north,

seeking out available farm land.

Incidentally, our first ancestors to emigrate, the Anderson family, left Hadeland and came to Wisconsin in 1849. Ole
Thoreson came in 1850, the remainder of the Thoreson family in 1854, and, finally, the Aarthun family in 1857. By
1864, all the Wisconsin families had moved on to Minnesota where they could obtain affordable landd or they had
returned to Norway.

The Journey to Wisconsin

The journey from Scandinavia to Wisconsin was long and tedious. The six-to-eight week voyage across the Ocean
to New York was followed by thousands of miles and several weeks of hard travel. In New York they boarded
steamers on the Hudson River to Albany, and Erie Canal boats to Buffalo. Then another series of lake boats and
barges though Lake Erie, Lake Huron and Lake Michigan to Milwaukee. Finally, after arriving in Milwaukee, they went
by oxcart to their destinations. The three to four month journey was plagued with storms at sea, sickness, hunger,
death, bad weather on the lakes, and not in the least, unscrupulous people who would take advantage on the
unknowing immigrants at every opportunity.

In the 18506s Canada was opened to immigration, and the S
the popular route for immigrants headed for the Great Lakes. After disembarking in Quebec, they took a steamer to

Montreal, a canal boat to Lake Ontario, crossed the Lake, and went by train to Buffalo and another lake boat to

Mi | waukee. By the mid 18506s the railroad had reached Mad
going west from Milwaukee.

1 Minnesota 1856
When land in Wisconsin became occupied, the settlers went further west to states like Minnesota.

Minnesota became a territory in 1849, and at that time, only 4000 white people lived there. In 1851 the Sioux Indians

were forced by treaty to give up most of their land west of the Mississippi River which opened the country to
immigration. In 1858 Minnesota was given statehood and the population had grown to 150,000. The growth was

enhanced by the Homestead Act of 1862 which gave settlers a quarter section of freeland.In t he 18806s and
the railroad companies led a major drive for immigration, and thousands of Europeans, mostly Germans, Norwegians,

and Swedes, settled in the state.

Our first ancestors to come to Minnesota from Wisconsin were the Anderson and Thoreson families who arrived in
1856 and settled in Eureka Township of Dakota County a few miles south of what is now Minneapolis. They had
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worked on farms in Wisconsin for years to earn a purse to buy land, and moved on to Minnesota where land was
available at the price they could afford or claim.

Our Lykken ancestors came in 1872 and 1873 from Telemark, Norway, and also settled in Eureka Township. They
worked for a number of years for a bank role before they traveled to the Dakota Territory and filed homesteads.
1 The Dakota Territory 1880

The Dakota Territory was established in 1861 and homesteaders began settling the surveyed areas in 1862 after the

Homestead Act was passed. However , apidsditing m 188AaCuser lediroopsh e 1 8 ¢

into the Black Hills, and that allowed the white man to look for gold. The lawless towns of Lead and Deadwood sprung
up in these sacred Indian areas, and by 1876, more gold was discovered. This lead to a rapid influx of people into
the Black Hills and to what now is South Dakota. In June of 1876, Custer got his reward from Sitting Bull and the
Sioux at the Battle of the Little Big Horn, his regiment of 250 people was annihilated. The Sioux later surrendered
and settled on reservations, while Sitting Bull escaped to Canada, but later surrendered and became a hero.

With the Indian issues resolved, homesteading of ASOo
Dakota advanced rapidly. In 1879, Pembina County, the area that is now Grand Forks, Pembina, Cavalier, and Walsh
Counties, was surveyed and opened for homesteading.

The railroads had reached the Dakota Territory, towns sprang up along the tracks, and there were big promotions to
attract settlers to the area. Booths were set up at the fairs in Minnesota, Wisconsin and neighboring states to attract

settl|l €osne fid® Godds country where the pure north win
known. Come where you can get land without money and without price. Land
laughs with abundance. 6 Sampl es of farm product s, seven pound

attract newcomers.

By 1879 the railroad had found its way to Grand Forks, which brought the homesteaders by train from all points east;
this gave them easier access to homestead land in the northeastern portion of Pembina County.

This opportunity attracted our families from Minnesota who found their ultimate homestead land in Pembina County.
The Red River Valley land went first, starting with land closest to the river, which was then used as a primary means
of transportation and trade between Grand Forks and Pembina.

When our ancestors arrived in 1879 and 1880, they found land near Grafton located 40 miles north of Grand Forks
and 10 miles west of the Red River. Ancestors who came 3 years later had to go 40 miles west of the Red River to
find land. Other ancestors arriving in 1890 went 100 miles west and as far north as the Canadian border. By the time
North Dakota became a state in 1889, nearly half the state had been homesteaded. The western portion of the state
was settled after 1900 and Montana thereafter.

1 Western Manitoba 1885

Portions of Manitobanear Wi nni peg and Pembina were settled before
made its way to western Manitoba followed by settlements throughout the province. In 1885 the Scandinavia
Settlement was developed in Western Manitoba, which attracted our last Aarthun and Christopherson ancestors to
settle in the | ate 18000s.

How to Fund the Journey and Settling in America?
Although emigration was the only real viable solution for many Scandinavians, it was a difficult decision and

undoubtedly the subject of many, lengthy family discussions. Another important issue was the preparation and
funding for the journey and the resources needed to get relocated in America.
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Honor to Them

What courage it must have taken
To leave each family face
And sail ober the trackless ocean,
And live in a strange new place.
But the new world called and beckoned
It seemed that they had to go;

And courage was given as needed

For that voyage so long and slow

Maude Olson Judson

Some of our ancestors who emigrated owned their farms in Norway. They could sell their farms and livestock and
purchase ship fare and have money for a start in America. But they were the exception; most of our ancestors had
no real money in Scandinavia. They were often cotter people who worked to pay the rent, and what little income they
had was hardly enough to pay for the necessities of life; i.e. items they could not raise or make on their farms.
Laborers were paid $10 to 20 a year, about the price of one passage to America. In addition to the fare, they needed
provisions for the trip; food and drink for all for seven full weeks.

Most emigrant families had only one solution, find someone to pay for the journey. The typical way was to send one
member of the family to America to find work, and when enough money was saved, the rest of the family could come
over. In America, they earned in a month, what it took a year to earn in Norway. Another solution was to have a
sponsor in America and work for him until the fare had been paid. Most of our ancestors used one of these ways to
get to America.

4.5. Research Material
The Validity of Ancestral Research Data

When discussing genealogy, this question is wusually aske
the availability of good data and the reliability of the data sources. It further depends on how prominent the ancestors

were. Of course, without DNA, one can never be entirely certain of who is related to whom; there is always the
possibility of the milkman, the hired man, or the traveling salesman.

The graphic on the following page helps answer this question by illustrating how far back data is available for each
ancestry type. In summary:

1 Laborers and tenant or cotter farmers rely mostly on church and census records and can only be traced to
the 18t or 18™ century.

1 Landowners can often be traced further back because of various land and legal records available in the
archives.

1 Large estate owners or aristocrats usually have more documents and records going back even further.

1 Scandinavian royalty and nobility are well documented back to the Viking days.

Of course there can be a laborer or tenant farmer/cotter person whose parents were landowners, etc. which allows

his line to be searched back even further. Then, if it is possible to find a connection to royalty, the possibilities are

unlimited.

The principal sources of data to be reviewed for our Scandinavian ancestral research are church records, census,
legal records, family history data and recollections and other various types of historical documents.
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Tenant Farmers Aristocrats
Validity of Data for Ancestor Types

9 Church Records

In 1580 the Danish and Norwegian governments chartered the state owned Lutheran Church to keep the vital
statistics for each of the parishes. This included baptisms and sponsors, confirmation, marriages, deaths and persons

joining or leaving a parish. It took a few years for all the parishes to get geared up to maintain these records, so very
little information is available before the early 16006s.
itself with counting or keeping track of the population but rather kept track of those participating in the sacraments.

After the Catholic Church was expelled from Scandinavia, most of these records vanished anyway.

In any case, the state-owned Lutheran Church records are generally very good since everyone belonged to the

Church and the Church was usually very diligent about recording vital statistics. For this reason, there usually is valid

data on all ancestor types back to at | east 1700 and to
laborers and tenants (cotter people)arehard er t o track in the 16006s as they hao
a lot, and record keeping needed improvements.

Church records are available in the government archives in these countries in the form of microfilm and are open to
the public to review or copy. The Mormon Church (LDS) also has copies of all the church records in Salt Lake City
and in some of the local LDS Family History Centers. It is also possible to go to any LDS Family History Center and
have microfilm copies of the church records ordered from Salt Lake City for review. The available records are
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listed on the LDS Family History website or the folks at a local LDS Family History Center will help. It is also possible
to obtain microfilm of some Lutheran Churches in America from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. A few
LDS church records are available on their website: http://www.familysearch.org/

i Census Data

Census data is a very valuable source; it generally tells the names of everyone living in a location, their family position,
age, place of birth, occupation, etc. Census data is available for Norway for the years 1684 (although limited), 1801,
1875 (limited), and 1900. This data is available from the Norwegian Archives, the LDS, and on the Internet:
http://www.riksarkivet.no/english/news.html

Census data in Denmark is available for 1784, 1801, 1855, 1865, 1875, 1885, and 1900. Data can be obtained from
the Danish Archives and LDS or the DDD (Dansk Demographic Data) Internet source. Data after 1900 is not available
for privacy reasons: http://ddd.sa.dk/kiplink_en.htm

It is very effective to combine census data and church records when tracing and validating ancestors, at least back
two or three centuries.

1 Legal Records

Legal records include recordings of probate, land transactions, law suits and other court cases, tax records, and
some cri minal records. These records wuswually involve | an
sometimes be traced back a little further than the non-landowner.

Genealogists often use the probate records because they list all the heirs, including the spouse(s) and children, the
property owned, etc., which is an excellent validation of family ties. However, most of these records only go to about
the 17t century.

The tax information and various lawsuits going back to the 15 and 16™ centuries can help identify the landowners
and their parents, allowing us to go back a few generations past the church and census records. Transfer of property
through sale or other reasons is also a good source.

1 Family History Documents

Family and Community History in USA and Canada

In the USA and Canada, family or community type history books and records are great for family recent history. They

usually only go back a few generations to when the parties immigrated but are quite valid because most of the people
being recorded were known personally by the writers. Typ
iwWal sh Heritage. o

Norwegian Bygdeboker

The Norwegian Bygdeboker or community history books are usually much HITTERDA LS-
broader and take the history back as far as possible. Norwegian BOKEN
community groups, often aided by professional genealogists, write the

books.

BAANOE OG SLEBTER
The writers scan the church, census, legal, family records, and all available o Mo
data and put together as complete a history as possible on the people in
the community. The books are usually categorized by farm, and that is
good, since 90% of the people lived on farms anyway and our ancestors T ey
were all farm people. Our book relies significantly on the data from
bygdeboker for the ordinary people and landowners; the data was
validated with church and census records when available. Bygdeboker is
not typically available in Denmark.

TRA
.

Bygdeboken for Hiitterdal
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Norwegian and Danish History

If an ancestor is important or famous enough, there is a lot of history written about them. Royalty, as an example, is
well documented, so tracing ancestors from royalty is easy, and it seems that all of the royalty in Europe are
interrelated. So if one is related to one King you are probably related to most of them. That is why almost everyone
who does ancestry research says that they are descended from Charlemagne. As genealogists say, if you can
connect to Charlemagne, you can connect to Caesar.

Other Genealogy Data

From the information above one can reasonably conclude that it is relatively easy for an energetic person to collect
valid family history on the more recent ancestral lines, going back two or three centuries, depending on their level of
prominence. Also, an abundance of data is available on kings, nobility and real famous characters in history.

The more difficult problem is to connect the more recent, ordinary ancestors to those famous persons or royalty who
lived up to ten or more centuries ago; i.e. the Viking kings like King Harald Fairhair who lived in the 10" century.

In the opinion of the author, the best approach for an amateur genealogist is to use the work done by those with
greater expertise. Much of this information is available on the Internet and from the genealogy groups such as the
Telemark Lag, Teleaget.

An example is our Angard line, which is preceded by the Klevar Line and goes back to the 10" century and connects

to King Harald Fairhair and other Viking Royalty. In our case, the connection between the Lykken line and the Klevar

line is validated because Hans Gudmundsen Lykkenos

prominent Klevar family in Telemark. The good news is that the Klevar family from Telemark now has thousands of

descendants and many of those have studied this connection to the Viking Royalty. They used or employed some of

the best Norwegian scholars in the business and have published their findings in the public domain such as the

Ancestry World Tree. Telelaget, under the direction of their Genealogist Duane Johnson, has provided the author

with excellent information on these Vikings and lines to the Klevar family. People who want to study their Norwegian

ancestors should join the fALag: for Norwegian County
lags have websites.

More information on this Klevar to King Harald connection is presented in a later section of this book.

4.6. Ancestral Lines vs Family Tree

Many persons working on genealogy or family history
interesting and very useful family information. This project uses various family trees obtained from family members
or from Internet sources. In particular, cousins Rod and Elaine Flaat Rasmus have created an excellent Lykken family

tree. Another example is Wayne |Iversonbés fam@dly tree,

This study uses Ancestral lines rather than a family tree. The reason is that as one goes back several generations,
the number of ancestors grows very rapidly; in fact, by the power of two, and the family tree becomes too large and
unmanageable. For example, there are two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, etc. After ten
generations there are over 1000 great- great- great- great- great- great- great- great-grandparents.

The table following is intended to illustrated this point. It shows the total number of ancestors in each generation. It
also shows the accumulative total of ancestors, which is the number of ancestors in each generation, added the later
generations, i.e. In the first three generations one has 14 ancestors, which include two parents, four grandparents,
and eight great-grandparents, etc. The table also shows the approximate year that the ancestors from each
generation were born.

If we go back 19 generations to about to about 1350 AD, we have a total of 1 million ancestors. If only one of these
ancestors had a headache, things would have been all different.

It is understood that this table may be a statistical exaggeration. For example, in 1800 AD, there were about one
million people i n Nor wahaye mdlions ar biliohsmfiascesyors m Nawayg. Rahernp&dple
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case, there still are thousands of ancestors, so the thought of doing a family tree is far too technical for what is wanted

to be accomplished here.
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Generation Total Accumulative | Approx Generation Total Accumulative | Approx
Number Ancestors Total Year Number Ancestors Total Year
in each of Ancestors | Born In each Of Ancestors | Born
Generation Generation

1 2 2 1890 16 65536 131,070 1430

2 4 6 1860 17 131,072, 262,142 1410

3 8 14 1830 18 262,144 524,286 1380

4 16 30 1800 19 524,288 1,048,574 1350

5 32 62 1770 20 1,048,576 2,097,150 1320

6 64 126 1740 21 2,097,152 4,194,302 1290

7 128 254 1710 22 4,194,304 8,388,606 1260

8 256 510 1680 23 8,388,608 16,777,214 1230

9 512 1022 1650 24 16,777,216 32,554,430 1200

10 1024 2046 1620 25 32,554,432 67,108.862 1170

11 2048 4094 1590 26 67,108,864 143,217,726 1140

12 4096 8192 1560 27 134,217,728 268,435,454 1110

13 8192 16384 1530 28 268,435,456 536,870,910 1080

14 16384 32766 1500 29 536,870,912 1,073,741,822 1050

15 32768 65534 1470 30 1,073,741.824 | 2,147,483,648 1020

ed

fint ho

Having said this, the ancestral lines in this book go back in history as far as possible. Further, each line is examined

to learn as much as possible each ancestral group. At the same time, the families of the mothers in each generation

have been reviewed to learn anything of interest or noteworthiness, and, if so, their lines are studied further. In some

l' i nes, such as the Angard and Klevar, part of the Lykken
and thus studied further.

This Ancestral-line approach works especially well for those Norwegian ancestors who descend from property
owners, because most of the property was passed down to the eldest son of each generation, making it is easy to
track and study them.

In several cases, previous ancestors were land owners, but somewhere along the line, one of the later ancestors was
not the eldest son and the chain was broken. This younger son often became a cotter person, and subsequently, he
or his descendants emigrated.

Eldest Son Eldest Son Eldest Son Eldest Son Eldest Son Remain on

& Farm > & Farm » & Farm » & Farm » & Farm » Farmin

Owner Owner Owner Owner Owner Norway
Younger Son Any Son & Immigrate
& Tenant »| Tenant to America
Farmer Farmer

When one reviews these ancestral lines, it is interesting to find at what time each line broke down and resulted in
someone in the line emigrating.

The table can be used in reverse. Assuming people have an average of two children and in each successive
generation, the two children have an average of two children each, the number of descendants would increase with
at the same power of two. After ten generations a person would have about 2000 descendants. Also, the people in
each generation have as many descendants as there are people in that generation, i.e. folks in generation 20 probably
have on the average, one million descendants. Given that, some king who lived in the year 1000 is probably related
to everyone in Norway. Therefore, it is not of great significance to be related to these kings, or to Charlemagne,
because they are by now related to nearly everyone whose family originated in Europe.

In summary, our investigation took each line back as far as possible and attempted to identify all interesting and
famous people.
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Map of Scandinavia

According to the World Book Encyclopedia, the term Scandinavia refers to the countries where Scandinavian people

live. This includes Denmark, Norway and Sweden. These Scandinavian countries and Finland and Iceland form
Norden.

In any case, our interest is in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. A map of the Scandinavian region is shown below for
reference.

Scandinavia
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4.7. Our Ancestral Timeline

Our ancestral timeline is the time period that data is available on each ancestral line. Each timeline starts at the
simply to

earliest time that data is availabl e or

usually ends when there is no longer an interest in this line, such as afteramar r i age,
her f ami

combined with her husbandés | ine so that

and when

answer

y

Our ancestral timelines are shown on the graphic below. These timelines represent the ancestral lines defined in

Section 3.1.
In review:
1 Lykken paternal grandparents - Gudmundsen and Angard lines
1 Lykken maternal grandparents i Kaasa line
1 Thoreson paternal grandparents i Thoreson line
1 Thoreson maternal grandparents i Andersen line
1 Christophersen paternal grandparents i Christophersen line
1 Christophersen maternal grandparents i Hemmingsen line
1 Aarthun paternal grandparents i Arthun line
1 Aarthun maternal grandparents i Hadeland line
Gudmundserl ine
Angard ine
Klevar Line
A Lvkken Line
3
Kaasa Line
Thoreson Line
?
Anderson Line
Christoffeisen line
Hemmingsen Line
Aarti Line
Handdand Line T
1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000
Our Ancestral Time Lines

The time lines began in the 1700 AD time period for the Kaasa, Thoreson, Christophersen and Hemmingsen

families who were not | andowners. The Angard,

mainly because some of their earlier families were landowners.

The Gudmundsen Line goes back to 1200 AD because historians believe that these ancestors built the Heddal
Stave Church in the North of Telemark during that period. Meanwhile, the Klevar Line, which is a subset of the

Angard | ine, goes back to the Viking age
Klevar, is thought by genealogists to connect back to Viking kings.

These lines are discussed in greater detail in Section 6.0.

S i

nce Hans
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4. 8. Glossary of Norwegian and Danish Words

Some of the Norwegian and Danish words used in the text are defined or clarified here. Many of the words are also
defined in the text. The definition here applies to how the terms are used in this book. The spelling may also vary
depending on the time and location they were used. There are many other words used and other forms, i.e. Ned is
down and Nedre is lower, not defined here but are defined in the relevant section of the book.

Animals i Cow i ku, Goat T geit, Pig T gris, Horse i hest, Sheep - sau

Article T Articles (a, the) are added to the end of the word, en and et are usually used. Simply en or et can be added
also: (bok i boken, bord i bordet, Plurali | nst ead of a d-dérramgor,re dsedodepenilirgson the
word or word form and gender: (bruk i brukar).

Barrel T a measure of productivity and tax valuation of old Norwegian farms i One barrel of land would support one
family. This measure was used because much of the farm areas may have been mountainous wilderness and not

capable of producing crops. A three barrel farm may have the farm family and two cotter families.

Bruk i a subdivision of a farm in Norway i a larger farm with a specific name such as Aarthun may be subdivided
into smaller farms or lots i.e. Aarthun Bruk 1.

Bygdebok i Community (history) Book, Bygdeboken i The Community Book, Bygdeboker i The Community
Books

By i A village in Denmark. A farm in Norway.
Directions i Nord i North, Sgri South, Osti East, Vesti West, Opp i Up, Ned -- Down
County T Norway is divided into counties which are equivalent to states or provinces, i.e. Telemark, Rogaland

Commune -- The smallest or the political regions in Norway about the size of a municipality in Manitoba or three-
six townships. Communes have a local government and usually a state church or parish for the area.

Cotteror Husmanni A per son or tenant | iving on someonhe ¢&bttereds

or Husmanns plass i The place where cotter people live.

Gaard, Gaard, Gard, -- Farm, Gaarden i The farm

Gift i Married, Fgdti born, Begrave i bury, Bodde i lived, Copulerede -- married, Dgpt -- baptized
Hector i A measure of farm land area, 1000 sq meters or roughly two acres.

Kirke i Church, Kirken i The church, Kirkesogn i Parish, Stavkirken i The stave church

Relatives -- Krone i Wife, Husbond i Husband, Sgnn i son, Datter i daughter, Bror i brother, Sgster 1 sister,
Barn i child, Far-- father, Mor-- mother

Rike i Kingdom

Rikesdaler -- A unit of money in old Norway. A small farm may be worth 100 rikesdakker, a horse - 15
rikesdaler, or a cow 3 - rikesdaler.

Sjg 1 Sea (i.e. Nordsjg i North Sea)

Vatn i Lake (i.e. Heddalsvatnet i The Heddal Lake.)
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5.0. How Our Families Came Together!

This book investigates our ancestral roots of our Aarthun, Christophersen, Lykken and Thoreson-Andersen families in
Scandinavia, their immigration and early life in America, and the first and second generation families in the new world.
The preceding sections of this book defined our principal ancestral families and where they lived in Scandinavia, and
provided some general information on Scandinavian history and living conditions, genealogy and the factors that
affected their immigration and settling in America.

The subsequent sections will address our ancestors in greater detail:

Section 6.0. Our Ancestors in Scandinavia

Section 7.0. A Fresh Start in Wisconsin

Section 8.0. On to Minnesota

Section 9.0. Settling in Dakota and Western Manitoba
Section 10.0 The Later Generations

= =48

Before going into this somewhat detailed biography and history of our families, perhaps it is useful to summarize the
factors and events that brought our families together in America. For example, how is it that those four handsome,
ambitious, young Lykken guys found those beautiful and charming young Thoreson, Johnson, and Loe ladies whom
they married and started a dynasty? Or where did many Thoreson people find their mates?

As it turns out, the scenario is rather straightforward as hopefully the following will show.

Muskego, Wisconsin 1840-1864

The following families settled in Muskego, Wisconsin in the 1850 era, joined the Old Muskego Norwegian Church and
became acquainted:

Johan Loe family - 1847

Andrew Johnson family i before 1850
Christian Anderson family i 1849

Thore Oleson (Thoreson) family i 1850 & 1854
Lars Mohn family 7 1850

= =2 =4 a9

During their time in Wisconsin, Clara Emily Johnson (Mrs. Hans H. Lykken) was born in 1859 to Andrew and Caroline
Johnson, and Stephen Thoreson and Ingeborg Anderson became engaged to marry.

In 1856 the Anderson, Thoreson, Loe and Mohn families moved together in a covered wagon train to Minnesota
Territory.

The Chris Orton (Kristen Aarthun) family also came to Juniper County Wisconsin 1857-1864 and returned to Norway
in 1864. Daughters Ingeborg and Christiana are born during their stay in Wisconsin.
Dakota County Minnesota 1850-1881

The Anderson, Thoreson, Loe and Mohn families settled in Eureka Township of Dakota in 1856 and became the core
of the Christiania settlement. The Andrew Johnson family

1 In 1858 Stephen and Ingeborg Thoreson are married and had eleven children including Ella (1859) and
Sophia (1864).
1 Ole Loe, son of Johan Loe, married Enger, and Caroline Loe is born in 1865.

In 1872/1873 the Lykken families immigrate from Telemark, settle in Christiania and become members of the Highview
Christiania Church where Lars and Ole Gilman are confirmed in the same classes as some of the Thoreson children.
The Church records show that these families had a close relationship.

1 In 1877 Ingrid Lykken marries Marcus Johanson in St. Paul
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1 In 1879 Gilman H. Lykken and Ella Thoreson are married in the Christiania church, and in 1880, Henry
Lykken is born and christened there.

1 In 1898 Lucy Ann Thoreson marries Bernt Mohn, son of Lars Mohn.

Dakota Territory 1879-1900

In 1779 Hans H. Lykken leads the exodus to the Dakota Territory and homesteads near Grafton in Walsh County. In
1880 Hans G. and Kari Lykken with sons Lars and Ole Gilman, Stephen and Thomas Thoreson, and Ole Loe follow
Hans H. Lykken to Dakota. The Gilman Lykkens and Marcus and Ingrid Johnson arrived in 1881. The Ole Lykken
family follows in 1883. These families build their homesteads and get established in the area.

Clara Emily Johnson, who had been a schoolteacher in Christiania, becomes the first teacher in the local Auburn
School.

During these early days the following Lykken bonds are made:

1 In 1883 Ole Gilman Lykken married Caroline Loe
1 In 1884 Hans H. Lykken married Clara Emily Johnson
1 In 1885 Lars Lykken married Sophia Thoreson

Meanwhile, Stephen Thoreson dies in 1882 and his wife Ingerborg, son Martin and the younger children stay on the
Minnesota homestead. However, one by one, most of the Thoreson children come to Dakota, meet mates and settle
either in Dakota or Western Minnesota.

Bonds for the Thoreson children:

Olivia married John Tofteland, a homesteader, in Grafton in 1882 and later moved to Polk County,
Minnesota.

Thomas married Emma Knutson in Grafton in 1886

Idan married Thilda Knutson In Thompson in 1899 and moved to Polk County MN.

Oscar married Helga Knutson in 1903 and settled in Polk County.

Andrew left the Grafton area for Polk County and married Julia Sunsdahl in 1892.

= =4 =8 =9 =

Ole Rod and Ingeborg Aarthun Rod also settled near Grafton in 1885.

Western Manitoba 1885 -1900

I n 1886 Peter Christophersen joined his Uncle James #AKing

near Erickson, Manitoba. In 1886 and 1887 the Aarthun families arrived, including Chris and Tabor Orton, Chris Orton
Jr., Svale and Gurina Wetteland and Sven and Christiana Olson. They settled on a cluster of homesteads. The Krog
family, from Norway, via Minnesota, were homestead neighbors. Taletta Aarthun remained on the Rod homestead
near Grafton but visits Manitoba on occasions.

The following bonds developed from this scenario:

9  Peter Christophersen marries Taletta Arthun in 1892.
1 Chris Orton Jr. marries Charlotte Krog in 1892.

Since the core of this ancestry group is Oscar and Mabel Christopherson Lykken, it should be pointed out that Oscar
and Mabel were married in the same Scandinavia settlement in 1921. Oscar was the son of Lars and Sophia Lykken
and Mabel the daughter of Peter and Taletta Christophersen. They met in Auburn ND when Mabel was visiting the Rod
family.

The following table provides a summary of this information. It is also a useful road map for the remainder of this book
since it tells where information on the various families can be found. As one can see, most of our ancestors met their
mates while being in the righ t pl ace, at the right ti me, and since
neighbor.
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How it all happened!
Events in Norway and Americal!

Settling in Wisconsin Settling in Settling in Dakota Settling in & The Later Years
Minnesota Territory Manitoba
Time Period 1840-1864 1850-1881 1879-1900 1885-1900 1900-1925
Norwegian emigration Emigration peaks to over
Events in With 90% of Norwegians living on increases to nearly 5000 25,000 per year in the Emigration continues at the | Major emigration continues
farms, rapid population growth, people per year. Crop 1880s because farms can highest rate, farm jobs from all areas of Norway
Norway poor farm economy and lack of failures i n t| notsupportthe rural decrease due to after 1900 until the First

serious industrialization, the
immigration of predominately
farming people to America seeking
higher wages and farm ownership
begins.

Major immigration begins in 1849
from Hadeland in the North and
from Bergen and Stavanger in
Western Norway.

large scale immigration
from Telemark and other
areas. Immigration is
curtailed during the
American Civil War.

Feedback from immigrants
in America and promotions
from the American
railroads and communities
encourages greater
numbers to leave and seek
new opportunities in
America.

population and because of
the abundance of land
available in Minnesota and
the Dakotas.

Sail boats to Quebec are
replaced by steam ships to
New York aftermid-1 8 7 0
reducing the sea crossing
time from 60 to 15 days.

mechanization and
industrialization still cannot
provide enough new jobs.

World War.

Events in The
USA & Canada

Settling begins in Wisconsin after
the Wisconsin Territory is
established in 1838 and
accelerates after statehood in
1848. Indians are driven further
west, thus giving up their land.

Immigrants go by water from
Norway to Milwaukee and find
available land. Major Norwegian
settlements thrive in Muskego near
Milwaukee, Koshkonong in Dane
County and other surrounding
counties.

Minnesota becomes a
Territory in 1849 and a
state in 1858. Indians are
contained in
and immigration to state is
at a high rate.

Many areas are settled,
including the Norwegian
Christiania settlement in
Eureka Township, Dakota
County near Farmington
MN in 1956.

Passage of the Homestead
Act in 1862 opens more
free land for settlers. Many
Norwegians fight in Civil
War during the 1861-1865
period.

Good Red River Valley
farm land is available in
1879 in Pembina (including
Walsh) County. In the
northeastern Dakota
Territory is opened to
homesteaders.

New railroads in the USA
make it easier for
immigrants to reach new
areas with farmland.

In 1885 the settlement of
Scandinavia was opened

in Western Manitoba north
of Minnedosa. Many
Norwegians prefer the area
over the prairies because
of the woodlands, game
and water.

New railroads are built
across Canada making it
easier for immigrants to
reach new settlement
areas.

Much homestead land is
taken and new settlers
must go to Western
Dakotas, Montana, or
Western Canada for land.
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How it all happened!
Our Immigrant Families arrive in America!!

Settling in Wisconsin Settling in Settling in Dakota Settling in & The Later Years
Minnesota Territory Manitoba
Time Period
1840-1864 1856-1881 1879-1900 1885-1900 1900-1925
The Christian Anderson family Anderson and Thoreson Stephen Thoreson and son Ingeborg Thoreson returns
Thoreson- immigrates in 1849 to Old families settle in Christiania | Thore homestead near the to Minnesota and spends
Anderson Muskego, Wisconsin area. in Dakota County. Lykkens in 1880. A 2nd her remaining days.

Family Events

Ole Thoreson arrives in 1850;
parents and siblings including
Stephen arrive in 1854. Thoresons
settle in Muskego and become
acquainted with the Andersons.

Anderson family leads a wagon
train to Minnesota Territory in 1856
that includes the Thoreson, Loe
and Mohn families below.

Ingeborg Anderson and
Stephen Thoreson marry in
1858 and have 11 children
including Ella (1860) and
Sophia (1864).

Four Thoreson sons, Ole
Loe, and Swain Anderson
enter Civil War; Carl
Thoreson dies.

Lucy Thoreson marries
Bernt Mohn.

son Andrew arrives in
1881. Stephen dies in
1882.

Olivia Thoreson & John
Tofteland marry in 1882,
Thore and Emma Knudson
in 1886, Idan and Thida
Knudson in 1899, Oscar
and Helga Knudson in
1903, and Andrew and
Julia Sunsdal. Ingeborg
Thoreson sells homestead
to Lars Lykken in 1886.

Thore Thoreson family
moves to Montana.

Tofteland, and Idan, Oscar,
and Andrew families move

to Polk County MN then to

Pennington Co.

Tofteland and Idan
Thoreson families move to
Alberta.

Lykken
Family Events

Johan Loe family immigrated to
Muskego, Wisconsin in 1847.
Lars Mohn and Andrew Johnson
families also settled in Wisconsin
near Muskego.

Clara Emily Johnson is born in

1859 to Andrew and Caroline
Johnson.

Loe and Mohn family join
Anderson wagon train to Minn.

Loe, Mohn and Johnson
families settle in Christiania
in 1856 and 1860s.

Lykken family arrives in
Christiania from Telemark
in 1872-1873. Ingrid
Lykken and Marcus
Johanson marry in 1877.

Gilman Lykken and Ella
Thoreson marry in 1879.

Caroline Loe born in 1865.

Hans H. Lykken leads
family to Dakota in 1879
settling near Grafton. Hans
G., Kari, Lars Lykken and
Ole Gilman arrive in 1880,
Marcus and Ingrid
Johanson, and Gilman and
Ella in 1881, and Ole
Lykken family 1883.

Hans Lykken & Clara
Johnson marry in 1884,
Ole Gilman & Caroline Loe
in 1884, and Lars Lykken &
Sophia Thoreson in 1885.

Oscar Lykken marries
Mabel Christopherson in
1921 in Manitoba and
settles near Grafton.

Aarthun
Family Events

Chris Orton family (Christen,
Torbjgrn and Gurina Aarthun)
settle in Juniper County, WI in
1857 and return to Norway in 1864
due to Civil War. Christiana and
Ingeborg Aarthun are born in
Wisconsin.

John Krog immigrates to lowa

Charlotte Krog is born in
Minnesota in 1864. She is
the daughter of John and
Petrina Krog.

Ole Rod homesteads near
Grafton in 1880. Ole and
Ingeborg Aarthun marry in
lowa and settle on Grafton
homestead in 1885.
Wetteland and Orton
families arrive in Grafton
area in 1886 but move on
to Manitoba in 1887.

Swen Olson family arrives
in 1886, Wettelands in
1887 and Chris Orton Jr. in
1890.

Chris Orton Jr. marries
neighbor girl Charlotte
Krog.

Christopherson
Family Events

Peter Christopherson born
in Fakse Denmark in 1873

Peter Christopherson and
J. Hemmingsen leave
Denmark in 1880 and help
settle Scandinavia,
Manitoba in 1885

Peter & Taletta Aarthun

are a married in 1890 and
homestead in Manitoba.
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6.0. Our Ancestors in Norway and Denmark

| Christophersen
Fakse, Sjaelland

This section examines the roots and lives of our ancestors who lived in Norway and Denmark. Their story here
starts as far back in time as possible and ends when they leave Scandinavia and immigrate to America. It includes
as much history as is available on these ancestors, their economic and social status, and what their lives were like.
Their story after they immigrate to America is picked up again in the subsequent sections of the book.

The families in Scandinavia are addressed in accordance with the timeline in Section 4.7. This is intended to present
an historical perspective of what life was like during the various eras. The Lykken line is presented first since it goes
back to the Viking times, etc. Accordingly, the families are presented in the following sections:

I Section 6.1. The Lykkens in Norway

i Section 6.2. The Thoresons and Andersons in Norway
1 Section 6.3. The Aarthuns in Norway

i Section 6.4. The Christophersons in Denmark

The storyofourancest or s 6 i mmi grati on and settlement in America is
follow the immigration timeline starting with Wisconsin in the 1850s era:

1 Section 7.0. A Fresh Start in Wisconsin
1 Section 8.0 On to Minnesota
1 Section 9.0 Setting in Dakota Territory and Western Manitoba

A biography and history of the later generations of our families in America is included in Section 10.0.
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6.1. The Lykken Line in Norway

Acknowledgement: This story on the Lykken line comes from many sources and acknowledgements are made in
the relevant paragraphs. Special thanks are given to Darrell Johnson, VP and Genealogist for Telelaget, for his work
on the connection to the Viking kings, and to Rod and Elaine Rasmus for their Lykken family tree. Nils Angard of
Telemark, Norway also provided valuable assistance on the story of our Gudmundsen and Lykken ancestors in
Telemark. The work filed by Wayne Iverson on his ancestry from Telemark was also of value.

The Lykken line includes the families of our great-grandparents Hans G. and Kari Lykken from Telemark, Norway.

Hans and Kari lived on a place called Lykkja in the Sauherad Commune and immigrated with their family in 1873.
Their earlier ancestors are the Angard, Gudmundsen and Klevar lines illustrated by the flow chart below.

The Lykken Line

The Angard Line

Gudmund Gudmundsen

Viking Royalty The Sandsvaer The Klevar The Angard > & Gunbhild Angard
& High Nobility > Aristocrats » Connection » Estate Lia, Holte, Sletta
[0858-1400] [1400-1600] [1600-1790] [1719-1814] g [1814-1850]

p| Hans & Kari Lykken

Lykkja
> [1850-1873]
The Gudmundsen Line
The Ryen-Heddal Rui/Moen/ Tinne The Kaasa Folks
Connection » Heddal Klevar Estates
[1100*1710] [1710-1814] [1750-1850]

The Kaasa Line

1 The Angard Line

The Angard line is very interesting because it can be traced back to the Viking kings of the Middle Ages. It begins
with Viking King Harald Fairhair, who was the first king of unified Norway in about 0900 AD and ruled Norway for 50
years. The line continues with succeeding Viking kings and high nobility in the 9t to 14t centuries. The nobles owed
large estates and fought battles against Denmark and England, showing loyalty to their kings and defending their
kingdoms. The line terminates with Gunhild Angard, the mother of Hans Lykken. Gunhild was born on Angard in
1792. Her mother came from the prominent Klevar estate where our ancestors lived for nearly 300 years. In the 15t
and 16™ centuries, our ancestors, who also descended from the high nobility of the past, were the aristocratic estate
owners in Sandsvaer.

1 The Gudmundsen Line
The Gudmundsen line begins in the 12t century on the Ryen farm where the famous Heddal Stave Church in
Telemark was built. It ends with Gudmund Gudmundsen, the father of Hans Lykken. Gudmund married Gunhild
Angard in 1814 and they lived on the Lia, Holte and Sletta places during the 19t century.

1 The Kaasaline
The Kaasa line contains the ancestors of Kari Lykken who was born on the Kaasa, a cotter place on the Klevar

estate where Kari 6s parents and grandparents | ived. I nf or
cotter people and owned no land.
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Where Our Ancestors Lived

Our Lykken line ancestors lived in various locations in Norway during the descending eras starting with the Viking
kings in the 9" century, ending with the Hans Lykken family in the mid 19t century.

The annotated map of Norway below shows the location of the kingdoms, estates, farms and cotter places where
the Lykken Line ancestors lived. More detailed maps are in the subsequent sections describing these various
ancestors.

The Rein Estate

Sandsvaer | : L N 2N The Kingdom of
Estates | N \ Ringerike
2 &
Tanberg Estate

The Gudmundsen
Line Farms in
Heddal

4€‘ v
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Hafrsfjord
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[g.r;un g t - Sea 3 ' ‘( The Kingdom
4;1-‘%‘ Udd _15.‘ '.‘ e 46
North 8 ,_ -t Skagerrak y

-

ristiansand
)

Sea

Lykken Line Places in Norway



The homes for the various Lykken line ancestors were as follows:
1 Angard Line Ancestors

The Kingdom of Vestfold i Located on the Oslo Fjord southwest of Oslo, Vestfold is now a county in Norway. It
was a separate kingdom in the early Viking period. Vestfold is the birthplace of King Harald Fairhair who became
King of Vestfold in 858 at age 10. He later became king of all of Norway after winning the Battle of Hafrsfjord
shown near Stavanger. Meanwhile, King Harald had numerous homes and families around Norway.

The Kingdom of Ringerike i Ringerike is a region in Buskerud County about 50 km NW of Oslo. Ringerike was a
khngdom in the Viking days and after Harald became Nor wa
Ringerike. Our ancestors were Kings of Rinkerike for two more generations.

The Rein Estate - Five generations of high nobility lived on the Rien Estate near Trondheim in the 11 and 12t
centuries.

The Tanberg Estate in Ringerike i In the early 13" century our high nobility ancestors settled on the Tanberg
Estate in Ringerike. They remained on Tanberg for until the 15™ century.

The Sandsvaer Estates i Sandsvaer is a parish in Buskerud County about 80 km southwest of Oslo. Our
ancestors lived on estates named Sgum, Reine and Komnes during the 15" and 16" centuries.

The Klevar and Angard Estate i Klevar and Angard are located in the Sauherad Commune of Telemark County
about 30 km north of Skein. Our ancestor lived here in the 17 and 18" centuries until Gunhild Angard married
Gudmund Gudmundsen in 1814.

f Gudmundsen Line Ancestors

The Heddal Farms i Gud mund Gudmundsendéds ancestors |ived on the R
Heddal Parish of Northern Telemark in the 12t through 18™ centuries.

Lia, Holte, and Sletta in Sauherad 1 Gudmund and Gunhild spent their married life on these places in Sauherad
Parish in Telemark. Hans Lykken was born on Lia which was a cotter place owned by the Angard Estate.

i Kaasa Line Ancestors

Kaasa i Kaasa is a cotter place on the Klevar Estate where Kari Lykken was born.

1 Hans and Kari Lykken

Lykkja - Lykkja is also located in the Sauherad Parish and was the home of Hans and Kari Lykken during the
period 1850 though 1873 and the birthplace of five of their six children. Lykkja is the source of the Lykken family
name. It was called Lgkka in latter days.

The history of the Lykken line families in Norway is organized as follows:

6.1.1. Viking Royalty and High Nobility
6.1.2. The Sandvaer Aristrocrats

6.1.3. Telemark

6.1.4. The Klevar Connection

6.1.5. The Angards

6.1 6. The Gudmunsen Line

6.1.7. The Saga of Gudmund and Gunhild
6.1 8. The Kaasa Line

6.1.9. Hans and Kari Lykken in Norway.
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6.1.1. Royalty and High Nobility

This section on Norwegian royalty and high nobility begins our journey of ten centuries, starting with the Viking Kings
of 9th century and ending with our common ancestors who found their way to America in the 19t century.

It seems that everyone researching their genealogy wants first to find interesting or important ancestors, and after
digging deep enough, will find at least one connection to some famous historical figure. In a small country like Norway,
where in the Viking days there were many kings and earls, nearly everyone can say that they descend from someone

Ai mportant. o

Once striking royalty, all the royal families appear to be inter-related as far back as history is recorded. So the question
becomes: Where do we start our lineage? Perhaps the best place to start is with King Harald Fairhair, the first king

who unified Norway. He lived in the Viking age in the 9t and 10™ centuries and descended from a long line of Viking
kings before him. He was perhaps the fAGeorge Washingtono
to unite the various tribal or regional Viking kings into a single kingdom and set up a political infrastructure that
governed Norway for nearly 50 years.

Accordingly, our | ineage of Afamous peopl eodo st ahtRanewi t h
Ei vindsson who was executed in 1290 in Roskilde for assa:

Our principal connection to this royal lineage is the Klevar family from Telemark. Today the Klevars of old have
thousands of descendents and many are interested in their roots in the Viking Age royalty. So when it comes to
studying the Vikings, King Harald Fairhair and his royal ancestors and their lineage to the Klevar people, there is an
abundance of information available in library books and on the Internet. As previously mentioned, several Klevar
ancestors have filed their findings on Internet genealogy sources (i.e. World Ancestry Tree.) or have shared
information through genealogy organizations such as Telelaget of America, which specializing in ancestral families
from Telemark.

References:

The principal references used for studying the Klevar families, the Viking Royalty and the proposed connections
between the Royals and the Klevars are listed below:

1) The Penguin HISTORICAL ATLAS OF THE VIKINGS, John Haywood Publish by the Penguin Group. 1995

2) MEDIEVAL SCANDINAVIA, From Conversion to Reformation, ca 800-1500, Birgit and Peter Sawyer, The
NORDIC SERIES, Volume 17 Published by the University of Minnesota Press. 1993

3) HEIMSKRINGLA, The Chronicle of the Kings of Norway, The Online Medieval and Classic Library, Berkeley Digital
Library SunSITE ( Sealmembt) iHei mskringl ad on

4)fThe Ancestry of Bergit Rolleivsdatter Klevard6 ( an i n f o r Repott), Dareel Jehnsmrgaad Evi
Christenson, Telelaget of America
This document is composed of a collection of Bygdeboker and Norwegian history family documents on the Klevar
family and their proposed lineage to the Royals. Sections from Bygdeboker were translated into English by Ms.
Evi Christenson, a genealogist proficient in Norwegian-English translation. Ms. Christenson and Mr. Darrell
Johnson, vice president and genealogist for Telelaget of America, are Klevar descendents. They prepared this
document and made it available to members of Telelaget of America.

5) Ancestry World Project: Julius Iverson Ancestors, Wayne Iverson, Family Geneaolgist
This remarkable genealogy work was filed on the World Ancestry Files by Wayne Iverson, Phoenix AZ on the
ancestors of his grandfather, Julius Iverson, who homesteaded near Hoople ND.

The information provided by Mr. Johnson, Ms. Christenson, and Mr. Iverson has been especially valuable to this
study and is greatly appreciated. Those interested in further study on Harald | Fairhair and the Viking kings may wish
to review the Heimskringla source on the Internet.

Starting with Harald | Fairhair (858*- 933*) as generation 33, the table following shows the lineage though generation
21, Knight Rane Jonsson who died about 1294,
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Table 6.1. Royalty and High Nobility

The table below summarizes our Royalty and High Nobility Ancestors starting with King Harald Fairhair and ending
with ancestor #21, Lady Kristine Alvsdatter.

3

w

King Harald HALFDANSSON | Fairhair b 850* d933*
+ QueenSnaefrid Swaissdotteb 862* d 912*
First king of united Norway. Became King of Vestfold region at age of 10 years and after a series of battles

sixwives many children and died at 83.

32 King Sigurd Hrise HARALDSSONb 912* d 944* +NN Verbjgrnsdatterb 920* d950*
Underking of Ringerike

31  Prince Halfdan SIGURDSSON 934* d 980 + NN Neridsdatterb 948* d1000*

30 King Sigurd Sow HALFDANSSON 970* d1018
+ Queen Asta Gudbrandsdottér978* d 1045*
Underking of Ringerike

29  Princessingirid SIGURDSDOTTERD 1018* d1080*
+Nefstein Baardsorb 1020* d 1080*

28  Princess Gudrun NEFSTEINSDATTER 1070* d1100*
+ Skule Kongsfostre TOSTESSODI1052* d 1100*
Skuli was calKedgd&ohRg$bes)yeand was the beloved
wi se man and the son of Toste GODWI NSON, command
commanded Norwaybds 1066 si ege difie. Hisanotker wasl ludith &f Flandeg
whois a descendanbf CharlemagndCarl the Great), Emperorof the Holy RomanEmpireandthusrelatedto most
of the royalty inEurope

27 Baron Asolv SKULESSOMN 1090* d1160*
+ Tora Skoftesdatteb 1095* d 1150*
High Norwegian nobility and large owners; lived on the Rein estate in Buskerud County.

26 Baron Guttorm ASOLVSSONy 1120* d 1183*
+ Sigrid Torkelsdattelb 1130* d 1L50*
Also high nobility who lived on Rein estate.

25 BaronBaard GUTTORMSSON 1150 d 1194 Ragnild Elingsdatterb 1164 d 1240
Baard Guttormsson of Rein was ¢k of the Birchleg faction. He had three wives; Ragnild was his third. His
second wife was Princess Cecelia, daughter of King Sigurd Haraldsson.

24 Lady Ingeborg BAARDSDATTER 1193* d 1278 +tord Alv ErlingssonSr. of Tornberg b 1190* §i278
High nobility from Norwegian Viking royal families and owners of the large Tanberg estate also in Baskerud
Their wedding took place at the Royal Palace in the presence of King Hakon.

23 Jarl Erling ALVSSON of Tandberg b 1210* d 1283 Kristina Birgersdatterb 1225* d1290*
Nobility and large estate owner on Tandberg. Kristina was the daughter of a Swedish Earl.

22 Jarl Alv ERLINGSON, Earl of Tornberg b 1230* d 12%borghild Hakonsdatterb 1240* d1300*
Famous Norse warrior who pleased Queen Ingeborg lighmany successful pirate raids against Denmark and
Germany. Speci al ambassador to England in 1286.
executed on the rack by Danish Queen Agnes 1290

21 Lady Kristine ALVSDATTERb 1260 d 1336* Knight Rane Jonssotb. 1260 d 1294
Knight Rane came from high Danish nobility

Note: Many of these birth (b) and death (d) dates are estimated by historians and are not known exactly. In the cas
date is estimated an asterisk is added to the datd,290*. When the birth or death date is unknown, no date is given
generation number precede the names3BeKing Harald | Fairhair.

vith

other Norse kingdoms, he united Norway in about 900. Set a government, Earls or underkings for each regipn, had
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Our Royal Ancestors

33 Kinag Harald 1

Early Viking Norway

During the early Viking period through the 8" and 9t centuries, Norway was divided into about a dozen chiefdoms or
petty kingdoms; local traditions were very strong. In fact, even today there remains a major language dialect difference
among these regions. The most advanced of these Kingdoms was Vestfold, located south and west of Oslo on the
west side of the Oslo Fjord. The king of Vestfold in the late 800s was Harald | Fairhair who descended from a long
succession line of kings of Vestfold for nearly 200 years.

Denmark was the strong country in Scandinavia in those days and ruled Norway during this period. Toward the middle
9hcentury Denmarkds influence began to wane. They had | ost
to the various chiefdoms in Norway. As Danish influence declined, King Harald | became more ambitious and began

his quest to become the king of all of Norway.

King Harald | - The person

Harald was the son of Halfdan the Black whose family had ruled Vestfold for generations. Harald was a stout, strong
and handsome man with his thick, long head of white-blond hair that was his distinguishing featured thus called
AFairhair. o

There is a story about Haral dds mother Raghil d. I'n Vi kir
particularly beautiful girl, they might take her as another wife. Halfdan the Black knew of the beautiful Raghild and

learned that another Viking king had captured her for his own. Halfdan drew battle against this king, slew him, and

took Raghild for his wife. Most likely Harald inherited his blond hair from his mother Raghild.

Harald was about 10 years old when his father Halfdan died after falling through the ice on Randsfjord, while returning
from a feast. Randsfjord is a fjord in the Hadeland region of Oppland County north of Oslo. Halfdan was so popular
with his people that his body was divided into four parts and buried in four separate districts of his kingdom.
I ncidentally, in addition to King Halfdan the Black, King
AThe MedeK dan Hawhite Leg, o and Ol af AThe Woodcuingser, 0 and

Harald became king after Halfdanbds death and was assistec
AHi rd, 6 headed t he gover nmeWih,Halfdan dead; tharkmgs ninctte dreat tditke narth

began attacking Vestfold with hopes of conquering the kingdom. Harald and Guthorm were able to defeat them and

conquer their lands instead. This expanded their dominion to six more kingdoms including Hedmark, Ringerike,

Hadeland and most of Olso, Buskerud, Oppland, Hedmark, and Akershus Counties.

Harald grew in age and stature, continued to defend his kingdom, and began taking wives and breeding children. He

had his eye on a beautiful Gyda who lived on one of the leading estates in Valdes in Hordaland County. He sent for

her but she declined, telling the messengers that she di
to marry the king of all of Norway.

The messengers, with great fear and reluctance, advised King Harald of her position. King Harald thought about her
reply, and to the surprise of his court, said Gyda was right; he should be the king of all of Norway. Harald made
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a solemn vow that he would become the King of Norway and took Gyda for his wife. He also vowed that he would
not cut his hair unti/l he became Norwayds king. He subse
years, which contributed to his nickname, #AFairhair.?o

The Battle of Hafrsfjord

Harald continued westward and expanded his kingdom, made laws for the people, and appointed Earls to each new
district to administer justice, collect taxes, and provide soldiers for his armies. He continued to conquer new regions
and now controlled much of Norway. He also established a friendly relationship with the king of England. Although
King Harald had several estates, it is believed that Alvadsnes, located on a strait north of Stavanger, was a principal
residence. For centuries, petty kings lived on Alvaldsnes and controlled the shipping along the Norwegian coast and
collected tariffs. It considered by some to be the first capital of Norway.

In around 890 Harald was living on his estate of Utstein near Stavanger, when word came that the people of
Hordaland, Rogaland, Agder and Telemark were amassing a force to attack him. Harald assembled his forces and
met the attackers at Hafrsfjord, a small fjord or bay close to Stavanger, and defeated them.

After the so-called Battle of Hafrsfjord, Harald proclaimed himself the ruler of all of Norway and is thus recognized by

history as being the first king of united Norway.

Harald | i Supreme King of Norway

Harald continued to rule Norway for 50 years with the only
major conflicts coming from the Earls of Hladig, a territory
located northeast of Trondheim. During his periods of
absolute power in the 10" century, many Norwegians
were dissatisfied and moved to the Viking settlements in
Iceland and Greenland. Viking women were given almost
equal status and rape and prostitution were outlawed
under his regime.

He had several wives and some concubines and a least
18 known sons and probably as many daughters. Harald
would travel about Norway to his various estates not
maintaining a constant residence; thus, the families of his
wives had the duty to raise his children. In turn, the
families would use the estates and were well kept by the
king.

Harald Meets Snaefrid

While spending a winter in Oppland, King Harald ordered a Christmas feast at his estate, Thoptar. During the feast a
messenger came and reminded the king that he had promised to visit the nearby hut of the Finn named Svase. The

King relented andwhenhearr i ved at the hut, he was greeted by Svaseos
Snaefrid served the king a cup of meal and offered her hand. Harald was immediately attracted to the young lady and

wanted to bring her to his quarters. Snaefrid declined and told the king that he must first make her his lawful wife.

King Harald agreed and took Snaefrid and quickly arranged a marriage ceremony.
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The king remained madly in love with Snaefrid and they went on to have four sons including our ancestor Sigurd
Hrise Haraldsson. Snaefrid died at an early age and the king, refusing to accept that she was dead, kept her in her
bed near his with the hope that she would return to life. Finally, his wise advisors convinced him that Snaefrid was
dead and her body was cremated.

The Norwegian farmer and genealogist Ole Gramme now
owns the farm near Gran where Svase had his hut and he
and his daughter Snaefrid lived about 910 AD.

The author and his family visited Mr and Mrs Gramme in
2016 during our Nordic Adventure. Mr. Gramme showed us
around the Gran area and the places where out Thoreson
line ancestors lived. He also showed us his farm which is
now operated.

A photo of Ole and Mrs Gramme is shown to the right. They
are standing in front of a preserved Viking burial sit. The site
is covered by a pile of stones which are overgrown with
grass and other plants. The date of the burials are
unknown.

Ole and Mrs Gramme at Viking Gravesite

Harald Divides His Kingdom

When King Harald was fifty years old he summoned his descendants together and divided his kingdom among them.
He gave his sons and their male descendants the title of King of their area or kingdom and the male descendents
from his daughters the title of Jarl (Earl). Harald previously married most of his daughters to Earls. Since Snaefrid
was his favorite wife, he gave her sons the kingdoms of Ringerike, Hadeland, and Thoten and the lands belonging to
them.

Our ancestor, King Sigurd Hrise, was given Ringerike as his kingdom. Ringerike is a commune in Buskerud County,
located about 100 km northwest of Oslo, and now includes the city of Honefoss.

In his later years, Harald employed his oldest son, Erik, to assist him in ruling the Kingdom of Norway. King Harald
died in about 933 and was buried at Haugesund Mound in Rogaland.

Life after Harald Fairhair

King Harald Fairhair was succeeded at the throne by hissonErik Bl oodaxe. After Haral dés deaf
and tried to kill all his brothers to secure control of their properties, thus he was given the name Erik Bloodaxe. Erik
was soon driven off the throne by hi sintoyesileinBngland dad ecamme r , H

the King of York. Erik Bloodaxe was later killed at York, thus ending the Vikings occupation in England.

Hikon the Good was slain around 960 by Erik Bloodaxebs
Greycoat spent much of his reign fighting to gain control of Tondelag (area around Trondheim) and was killed in battle

in 970 against the Jar/l Hikon of HI adir.
Jar | Hikon remained the most power f ul man in Norway unt |
Fairhair, took over. King Olaf invaded and defeated HuUkor

ruled for five years until he was killed in the Battle of Svgld.
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In 1015 King Olaf Haraldson, another grandson of King Harald | Fairhair, reconquered Norway and declared
himself king. This second King Olaf became very famous because he established Christianity in Norway during his
reign and was made a saint by the Catholic Church. Incidentally, St. Olaf College in Minnesota is named after him.
He was killed in 1030 at the Battle of Svord against the Danish King Sven Forkbeard who re-established Danish
rule of Norway.

Thus, the dynasty of King Harald Fairhair ended in 1030 with the death of the Holy King St. Olaf. Denmark continued

its dominance over Norway until 1814 when Sweden was granted possession of Norway. In the meantime, our
ancestor King Sigurd Haraldsson and his descendents remained kings of Ringerike for a number of generations.

32 Siqgurd AHriseo-9MarNNVegdhg s rinsida%der (920*

Sigurd was born in Hadeland in about 912 and became (under) King of Ringerike, reporting to his father and later to

his halfbrothers Erik Bloodaxe and H-kon. Sigurd married
least one child, our ancestor Prince Halfdan Sigurdsson. Sigurd died about 944 in battle in Vestfold while defending

the Kingdom.
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Halfdan succeeded his father as King of Ringerike in Buskrude County and was also King of Oppland. He married
an unknown Neridsdatter and had aknownsonSi gur d A Sowod6 Hal fdansson

Sigurd followed his father as King of Ringerike. He married the widow Queen Astra, whose first husband, King
Harald Il of Vestfold, was murdered in 995. They had at least one child, our ancestor Princess Ingrid.
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Queen Asta had a son by her previousmar r i age who would | ater become Nor way®

who made Christianity the law. King Sigurd fostered his stepson Olaf during his youth.

There is a story from fAiHei mskringlad about a young Ol af ¢

fi Ihappened one day that King Sigurd wanted to ride from home, but there was nobody about the house; so he told
his stepson Olaf to saddle his horse. Olaf went to the goats' pen, took out the he-goat that was the largest, led him
forth, and put the king's saddle on him, and then went in and told King Sigurd he had saddled his riding horse.

Now when King Sigurd came out and saw what Olaf had done, he said "It is easy to see that thou wilt little regard
my orders; and thy mother will think it right that | order thee to do nothing that is against thy own inclination. | see

well enough that we are of different dispositions, and that thou art far more proud than | am." Olaf answered little,
but went his way | aughing. o

Sigurd was a strong king who had a lot of influence on the regional kings. When Olaf became a successful king,
Sigurd and his family were well rewarded by King Olaf. The families were given many valuable properties, including

the Tanberg Estates in Ringeri ke.ler)bacane the i king of Ringdrike. Bld d

had a second son who became King of Stein.

29 Princess Ingrid Sigursdatter (1018-1 0 8 0* ) Nef st ej n-JEB@Fr dson (1020*

Not much is known about Princess I|Ingrid. S h iger, tha Prindessd
Gudrun. She is probably mostly remembered for her father and her daughter, Princess Gudrun, who married the
famous Skule fiKongsfostedo Tostesson.

28 Princess Gudrun Nefsteinsdatter (107011001 Sk ul e fKongsf os (1858°1J00kt esson

Princess Gudrun was a niece to King Olaf, since her mother Princess Ingrid and Olaf shared the same mother, Queen
Astra, in generation #30. Princess Gudrun was a very beautiful, well-groomed lady and was given in marriage to her
famous husband Skule Tostesson as a reward for his good service to the kingdom.

i H:

N

Skule was called AKongsfostedO because he was the #fAfoster

became king at the age of 18. He was also a liegeman, or a representative, to the court. He was a wise and very

handsome man and became a | eader of King Olafés retinue,

King offered Skule a county with all the revenues and taxes due to a king in gratitude for his service and loyalty. Skule
instead asked for possessions near the market towns where the under-kings lived. He was given land near Oslo,
Bergen, and Trondheim, all with valuable estates. The king also gave him the hand of his niece, Princess Guthrun,
in marriage. Many of the estates owned by Skule were passed down to his descendants who were leading families
in Norway.

Skule was born in England and was the son of Toste Godwinson of Northumberland, who descended from English
high nobility. His father Toste wasinchargeof Engl andds King Edwards army in
battle of Hastings. Tostebs brother Harold took over
Norwegian uncle, King Harald Hardruler, who reluctantly agreed to a plan to take over England. They invaded and
took over York. King Harold of England offered Toste peace and all of Northcumberland. Toste asked what King

Harald Hardruler would get and Harold sai d nteedNorserkindg, e et

rejected the offer and the battle ensued. King Harald Hardruler was killed and Toste went back to Norway.

Toste Godwinson had some very interesting ancestors,
who descends from European royalty, including Charlemagne.
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Skule retired as a kingés councilor and settled on his e:
Trondheim. This area was very attractive to Skule because Trondheim was a major trading and market area and had

close proximity to his England. They had at least two children, one being Usolv Skulesson, our next ancestor who

took possession of Rein after Skule passed on.

High Nobility
This section on High Nobilitoy dtsdrotvs Swiutl e sSlonl avhan dh a@u diret
the area. Usl ov Skulesson and the next generations of hi.

of Sgr (South) Trondelag County, across the fjord from Trondheim.

27 Usol v  S(&Q90* *_ *

Usolv inherited the Rein Estate and was a liegeman. Rein was a rich and valuable estate near Trondheim and was

one of many estates given to Usolvds father GuttG,udmained by Th

on Rein.
ard
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The Rein Estate across the Fjord from Trondheim in the Trondelag Region

Guttorm was born on Rein and took over when his father died. He married Sigrid who was his third wife. Guttorm was

a liegeman and was documented as high nobility. He was a guardian for Sigmun Munn,the ki ngdés son, an
him gain the throne. He was also the chief of Earl Skul e
Guttormbés wif e, Sigurd, was a great woman who did sensat

Bergen. When she returned, the King was at the wharf and had a singer to serenade in her honor. She also had a
previous marriage and several noblemen children. They had a least one offspring, a son Baard Guttormsson, our
next ancestor.

Baard Guttormsson was the leader of the Birkebeinernes (Birchleg faction), an organization of large estate owners

in Trondel ag. He was wel |l educated and recognized as o0nhe
marriages and was the father of King Ingi and Duke Shule. In his marriage to Raghild, they had a daughter, our next

ancestor Lady IngeborgBUr dsd.atter
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Guttormsson and his band of Birchleg supported Sverre who claimed to be the great-grandson of King Sigurd the
Crusader. They defeated and killed both King Erling and his son King Magnus, and Sverre declared himself King of
Nidaros, the old name for Trondheim. The Norwegians would not accept Sverre as their king and the Archbishop of
Trondheim refused to crown him, so Sverre went to Oslo and managed to be crowned there.

When King Sverre gained the throne in 1184, he wanted to reward the old families in the Trondelag (Trondheim)

region to gain their loyalty. The king was especially interestedandp | eased wi th Baardés support
the Princess Cecelia in marriage. Princess Cecelia was in a previous marriage but Guttormsson accepted the offer

and, after the king had her previous marriage voided, Cecelia became his third wife.

Cecel ia became very upset over her husbandbdés frequent par:t
him to cease his fighting. Unfortunately, the famous warr
he was leader of KingSverre6s naval fleet which had previously defeated

Baard is buried at Kristkirken (The Christ Church) in Trondheim, alongside Cecelia.

The most famous of their children, the famous Lady Ingeborg Baardsdatter, is our next ancestor.

Lady Ingeborg married a powerful nobleman named Lord Alv Erlingsson, the owner of the Tanberg Estate in
Ringerike in 1220. Their wedding took place in the Royal Estate in Bergen in the presence of King Hakan, Duke
Skuli and other dignitaries. Their children included their famous son, Jarl (Earl) Erling Alvsson.
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Map of Tanberg Area in Ringerike

Included herein is some interesting material on the Tanberg Estate and Lady Ingeborg and Lord Alv from a book
entitled Norwegian Great Estates by Axel Coldevin, Oslo 1950 as translated by Evi Christenson.

Tanberg, Norderhov ParishBuskerud County

Ringerike is in one way a classical Norwegian district with memories from both the Saga Period and from the
National Renaissance one hundred years ago. Furthermore this property, with its changing and many-sided beauty,
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will always remain representative of the most beautiful in Norwegian nature. In the middle of Ringerike, not far from
the Norderhov church, Tanberg is located, high and free. There is a magnificent view of the Tyri Fjord including the
town of Modum, of the Krok Forest's Hills on the one side and the Holleia and Telemark Mountains on the other.

Memories abound about ancient buildings and religious cults in the area. First there is the name of the district itself,
Norderhov -- Njardarhof (in Old Norse) the god Njord's place of worship -- actually now the name of the pastor's
residence where the church is located. Right by the houses at Upper Tanberg is a huge area of graves, Stavhella.
From their stones with runic inscriptions, arrows, footprints, axes, swords and even chessmen have been
excavated. One of the stones has a pictorial depiction of Sigurd Favnesbane's battle with the dragon. Another stone
served as a bench at the estate for many years. According to its runic inscription, it was a tombstone for a Guttorm
who probably had owned the estate. In 1932, an idol made of wood was found in the garden at Tanberg. It
indicates that there may have been a pagan temple located on that site. A mysterious legend about a secret
passage away from Tanberg also exists; in fact such a tradition is known to exist in several other places. Stavhella
was no doubt a consecrated place. The name of the estate, Tanberg, no doubt is a reinterpretation of "Tornberg" --
originally Tornberg (in Old Norse), the mountain with a crown of bushes, ‘Mons spinae" as it was called in the Latin
of the Middle Ages.

Tanberg had its proudest period as early as the end of the Saga Period. Its actual history begins in the 1200s. At
that time, the mighty nobleman Alv of Tornberg was the owner of the estate. He was married to Ingebjgrg of
Rein, the daughter of Baard Guttormsson. She was a sister of Duke Skule, a half sister of King Inge Bardsson
and paternal aunt of King Hakon Hakonsson' s queen Margrethe. When Alv of Tornberg was married in 1220, the
wedding took place at the Royal Estate in Bergen and King Hakon and Duke Skule were among the guests. In the
feud between Hakon and Skule, Alv took Skule's side and was with Skule when he took the name of king in
Nidaros. (Nidaros is the ancient name of Trondheim.) Alv died a very old man in 1278.

Jar | (Earl ) Al v Er Ering@wssonmbTanbergg soraf ltos] AlwErlingsson of Tanberg and
Lady Ingeborg Baardsdatter from the famous families in Rein.

Again from the History of Tanberg:

Alv of Tornberg's son, Jarl Erling Alvsson, who died in 1283 and who was often called Erling the Younger, was
loyal to the King and a highborn nobleman in the retinue of Kings Hakon Hakonsson, Magnus Lagabater and Erik
Magnusson. He was with King Hakon on the unsuccessful expedition to Scotland in 1263 and was with the King
when he died. He was also with those who brought the body home to Bergen. At the crowning of Magnus
Lagabgter he bore a scepter. He was the royal official in the Borgarsyssel (in Old Norse times this was the name of
an administrative district around the town of Sarpsborg in southeastern Norway) and certainly lived much of the
time on the East Side of the Oslo fjord. Erling's daughter Ingebjgrg was married to the chancellor Tore Hakonsson.
Most famous of their children was Jarl Alv Erlingsson, the renowned pirate.

From the Norwegian Biographical Lexicon, Volume lll, page 571

Jarl Erling Alvsson the Younger at Tornberg or Tanberg in Ringerike -- in 1283 a nobleman, son of Alv at Tornberg
and of Bard Guttormsson of Rein's daughter Ingebjarg, evidently named for his mother's mother's father, Nobleman
Erling at Kviden in Valdres. Erling is mentioned the first time at the young Magnus Lagabgter's wedding in 1261 and
is then one of the nation's most distinguished men. Later he plays a leading role under King Hakon's Atlantic Ocean
expedition in 1263, and during the following reign is the royal official at Borgesyssel (in Old Norse times, the name of
the administrative district around Sarpsborg in southeastern Norway) and received here in 1275
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the banished king Valdemar and his son the young nobleman Erik. A year later he is a participant in the court of
arbitration between King Valdemar and his brother Magnus Ladulas. As the King's relative, he was the most powerful
man among those East Norway chieftains. He participated in all of the most important royal actions in King Magnus'
time, as well as at the castle in Tunsberg and the border commission at Magnor. He kept the command of the
Borgesyssel until his death, however, was he not a member of the regency after King Magnus' death; he was most
likely then an old man. His son was Jarl Alv Erlingsson; his daughter Ingebjgrg was married to Chancellor Lord
Tore Hakonsson or Bishopsson.

22 Jarl Alv Erlingsson (1230-1290)i Bor ghij | d HUKon-§30@tter (1240

Jarl Alv Erlingsson was the son of Lord Erling Alvsson of Tanberg and became the next owner of Tanberg. He and
his wife Borghild had three listed children, one of whom is our ancestor, Kristine Alvsdatter, who was born on Tanberg.
Like his father Lord Erlingsson, his main residence was in Sarpsborg and he no doubt built a castle on the island
Isegran in the Glomma River near the later Fredrikstad about 50 km southeast of Oslo.

Noblemen such as Lord Alv would typically support the royalty in return for land, riches and other favors. This support
often included fighting their battles, as was the case with his great-grandfather, Bard Guttormsson, and other
ancestors of note. This ancestor, Alv Elingsson, was one of the most famous and written about earls in Norwegian

hi story becaudeae kefo6 hiac tigisr altue i ng Norwayés conflicts

counties.

A Viking Battle in Lord Alvds Day

He had been employed by the Queen-dowager (widow) Ingeborg who, together with her son King Erik, were at odds
with Denmark because she did not receive her inheritance after the death of her father Danish King Erik Plowpenny.
Lord Alv proceeded to attack, employing his own foreign policy where he acted as a pirate, robbed and seized German
vessels and attacked Denmark. Queen Ingeborg was pleased with his successes and made him an earl. Thus, he
received the title Jarl Alv Erlingsson in 1285.

After Queen Ingeborgbés death, Jarl kis dwn relalf. $ndl287 herattackede d e d

on Duke H&kon, the younger brother of the Norwegian king. Jarl Erlingsson was forced into exile, probably to his
fortress in Fredrickstad where he continued his activities. The Akershus Fortress is an old castle in Oslo which was

started around 1290 to protect Osithho because of the Jar/l
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War broke out between Norway and Denmark in 1289, and the banished Norwegian pirate Alv Erlingsson was
captured and put to death on the rack in 1290 by Danish Queen Agnes. After Norway was defeated, costs of the war
and indemnities paid to the Germans for Lord Alv Erlingsson's plundering depleted the treasury of Norwegian King
Erik. King Erik obtained a loan from France in exchange for Norway providing 300 ships and 50,000 warriors for
France's war against England. However, the war between France and England was stopped, and the Norwegians
never had to fight.

The illustrious life of our Jarl Alv Elingsson ended, but his daring escapades had animpactonNor way 6 s hi st ory
ditties were composed about him; a verse reads thus:

Sailing Germans are northward bound
Carrying malt and meal,

But Alf is lying in Oere Sound

and robs them of all their weal.

Sir Alv struck until he was weary;
He stood in the blood of fifteen knights.
He then took all the war ships belonging
to the Hanseatic merchants and freely
sailed with them to Norway.
(Sorry, doesndt rhyme in Engl

According to the Sauherad and Sandsvaer bygdebgker (history books), Kristine Alvsdatter, also known as Kristine
Alsdatter Spendelsko, was the daughter of the famous pirate Jarl Alv Erlingsson. She married a Danish knight, Rane
Jonsson from Skjelland who participated with his father-in-law Jarl Erlingsson in the dramatic events and schemes in

Denmar k and Norway in the 12806s. Theoggswere therefore i mr
Rane Jonsson was for a while kammerr 0d n(Deromark.dn 1386 $1é¢ st ant
collaborated with Marshall Stig in the political killing of the King, whom they murdered on a hunting trip. In the folk

song he is called the traitor fiwho defended his Ldawg 1| i ke

but the Norwegian King took them into his protection, and beginning in 1289 they participated in the wars against
Denmark.

Rane, like his father-in-law Lord Alv, was taken prisoner in 1290 and was sentenced to the wheel outside Roskilde.
The parents of Rane were Jon Ranesson and Elisabet, daughter of Nils Falsteer, a Danish member of high nobility.

We know about Rane and Kristinebs four sons, but accordi
youngest born after the father was executed. The family probably lived at the fortress at Fredrikstad or the family
home at Sharpsborg before his death.

Following the death of their renowned father, the four known children all inherited substantial estates in Norway and

Denmark. Some estates were in the Sandsvaer Commune in Buskerud County located about 100 km southwest of

Oslo. However, the family apparently continued to live on Tanberg for at least another generation. Sir Rane and Lady
Kristine also gave property eseqgifts wérein retirrufor thh salvatian of theihseuls1 4 0 0 6
and those of their mischievous ancestors, a practice not uncommon for the church in those days.

One source of information states that after SiofHallRgwhe 6s de
had participated with her former husband in the murder of Danish King Erik Gripping. It is also said that Kristine and
Rane6sEivind,bn , married one daéughesunt Hall ingds

Eivind Ranesson, who inherited substantial holdings in Sandsvaer, is our next ancestor and is discussed in the
Section 6.1.3.
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Wrap up of the Royals!

This completes our journey though our historical ancestors of old. It has taken us from King Harald | Fairhair to the
famous Lord Alv Erlingsson and his son-in-law Danish Knight Rane Jonssen. Lord Erlingsson and Sir Jonsson were
both executed in Denmark in 1290 for raids against Denmark. All these characters mentioned heretofore are
documented in Norwegian history so the accuracy of this lineage is well founded.

These items from the Viking days were discovered in Ringerike and the surrounding areas. Undoubtedly, the
weapons, coins, etc. were used by Vikings during the era of King Harald Fairhair and other Viking ancestors.

Viking Weapons
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6.1.2. The Sandsvaer Aristocratsd Our Bridge to Royalty

Our aristocratic ancestors fromSandsvaer are our f@ABridge to Royalty, o be
Norse ancestors in the 9™ though 14 centuries to the Klevar family of the 17" and 18™ centuries.

Very few land and personal records were kept in Norway in the 15" and 16 centuries for ordinary people or even
the aristocrats. There were no church records and no government agencies to record land deeds or probate records;
rather these were private records kept by the various estates. Thanks to the historical organizations in Norway who
collected and archived available records from these larges estates, there is substantial information available on our
Sandsvaer estate owners. It was also helpful that they had high social status and held various political positions. On
the other hand, little is known of their personal lives, i.e. how many children they had, etc.

Once again, credit is given to the information provided by Telelaget and that which is documented in the bygdeboker
for Sandsvaer and Sauherad Communes.

The Sandsvaer Estates
Our Sandsvaer ancestors lived on the Sandsvaer Estates of Sgum, Reine and Komnes from 1250 to 1500 AD. These

estates are located in Buskerud County along the Reine River about 20 km south of Kongsberg on Highway 20, as
shown on the map below.

krimfjelia

Mykie

Map showing Komnes, Sgum and Reine Estates in Sandsvaer
The Sandsvaer6s bygdebRBkenbés writings of these estates ar

The Komnes Estate is located on the east side of the Reine River. Itis in the Komnes parish where the priest resided.
It is believed that the church was built to be a burial place for victims of the Black Death in the 14™ century. It is also
beli eved t o birthedMidéld Agesylegisiatimecardjudicial assembly for the free men).

The SsumdbeEstteast eback to the Viking Age. The name is though
(cook) and Ahiemrdo (home), it hat unissormedimes refarfecdto as Sdlheim.b oi | s ¢
The 335 meter high Ssum hil!l i s near the estate. I nsi de t
is registered and protected by the Antiquities Collection.

The Reine Estate was probably cultivated in the early Iron Age. There are also several grave mounds on Reine
where various relics from the Iron Age have been found including tools, coins, buckles, etc. There are Arabian coins
that bear the years 710 to 720. The coins came to Reine when they were 100 years old, when the Vikings were
making raids on the Arabian Moors in the 840s.

The meaning of the name Reine is: fia strip of |l and along
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The Sandsvaer Aristrocrats

Our Royalty and High Nobility ancestry group was concluded with ancestor #21 Kristine Alvsdatter( born about 1260),

the daughter of Jar/l Alv Errlingsson of Tanberg. Lady

partner in crime.

The family owned a great deal of property, including the Sandvaer estate, which were probably acquired in return for
the military charades against Denmark performed on behalf of the Norwegian royalty by Sir Rane Jonsson and his
father-in-law Lord Alv Erlingsson.

Sir Rane and Lady Kristine had four known children who inherited estates in Denmark in addition to the
aforementioned estates in Sandsvaer. Our ancestor, Eivind Ranesson was said to be the most prominent of the four
sons. The lineage on Sandsvaer ancestors will start with him. This ancestry group ends with Torstein Rollievsen
whose son purchased Klevar in 1535.

Our Sandsvaer ancestors are summarized in the table below:

The Sandsvaer Aristocrats

20Baron Eivind RANESOMN 1280* d 1350* +Lady JACOBSDATTERof Halland
LadyJ acobsdatterd6s father helped sl ay Danis
trip in 1286.

19 Knight Rane EIVINDSSON) 1320 d 1390 Asa SALMUNDSDATTERb 1350 d 1400
A Knight and the Royal Treasurer of T@ngsberg

18Liv RANESDATTERDb 1350 d 1396 Steinulv NIKULASSON S@UNMb 1360 d 1430

17 Rane STEINULSSON S@UM. 1380 d 1440 Emmerntze Oxholm

16 Torstein RANESSONM 1400 d 1465 Gunvor ANFINNSDATTERD 1405 d 1465

15Liv Torsteinsdatter SGUN 1432 d 1475 Rolleiv Erlingsen SGUM 1430 d 1490

14 Torsteein Rolleivsen SGUM LINDHEIN 1460 d 1530 ¥one TORBJZRNSDATTER LINDEIM

b 1460 d1530

Continuing Our Ancestral Lineage

Eivind Ranesson was born about 1280 to Knight Rane Jonsson and Kristine Alvsdatter. He received South Reine in
Komnes in about 1336. His wife was believed to be the daughter of Count Jacob of Halland who participated with

Eivindds father in the assassination of Danish King
Eivindand CountJ acobds daught eRanelkigiddsstonvand NikulasEivindsson. The two constitute
generation #19 bec alivsRanessamneadrsr ideadu ghhi tainula Nilkkulassonnfqr generation
#18 in our linage.

*_ *) _ *_ *

*_ *) _

Rane Eivindsson became a knight and was the Royal Treasurer of Tansberg; he followed in the footsteps of his
grandfather, Sir Rane Jonsson. Rane and Asa had two living children, Elin and Liv, who both married cousins. Elin
Ranesdaughter married her cousin Peter Nikulasson, Royal Treasurer at Tgnsberg, Royal Official at Vestfold, and
our ancestor Liv married her cousin Steinulv Nikulasson on Sgum.
Ranebs name wapmpieawedl égpal transactions including his

he was born and lived on Sgum before he was knighted and moved to Tanberg.
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According to Sauherad Bygdeboken: fiOn the 13th of March in 1396, Asa Salmundsdaughter wrote her will -- DN

IV 483 -- at Selvik. She selected a grave place in the Gray Brothers' Cloister in Tgnsberg at the side of Rane

Eivindsson, "my late husband." She gave much land property to Churches and Cloisters for the salvation of the

soul of Ormstein Torkelsson, Ulvhild at Tronst &b(?).9her kel
gave land at Trggstad for the salvation of her father, "Highborn" Peter Nikulasson, One of Ase's kinsman
(relatives) by marriage set his seal on the document . o

Nikulas Eivindson was born and lived at Sgum. He had at least five children: 1) Peter was a knight and treasurer
at Tansberg in Vestfold and married his cousin Elin (see above). 2) Kristina married a Swedish nobleman Jens
Hjeerne. 3) Bent married the daughter of the former Treasurer at Tansberg. 4) Steinulv married his cousin Liv
Ranesdatter and remained on Sgum.

18 Steinulyv Nikul ald309inliviRanesdatierl(I35002300*)

Steinulv and Liv were first cousins and were married about 1380*. They lived on Sgum which Steinulv inherited. They
had a least one child, our ancestor Rane Steinulvsson S's u m. I n addition to Ssum, they
Vestfold i n 1ligetHin; Elin anthhethusband Peter apparently died childless.

17 Rane Steijinulyvs sldd0) iSEumernizelOIdIon*

Rane Steinulvsson died in about 1440. I n addition to Ssur
in Sande. His wife is unknown. Child: Torstein Ranesson.

16 Torstein Ranes-4465) 1 SgnvanAnfidnédni@et (1405%-1465%)

Torstein Ranesson was born about 1400 on Sgum and died about 1465. He married Gunvor Anfinnsdatter. They

lived on Sgum but also on North Reine in 1416. The probate after his death in 1465 gave Soum and the mill waterfall
(Fydarfossen) to their daughter Liv Torsteinsdatter,and ot her | ands and Skog to Livds
Gune Anundsson.

: , 1432-1475) 1 Rolleiv Etli )

Liv Torsteinsdatter was born about 1432 and inherited mo.
portion of Rei ne, from her father. She married Rolleiv E
and Reine which they owned and used. The bygdebgker say they had a son Torstein who married Tone Lindheim

in Nes of the Sauherad Commune of Telemark, about 50 km west of Sandsvaer.

14 Torstein RolleijvsenlbXsiuaneLindbeainh(&460n 15504 6 0

The Sauherad and Sandsvaer Bygdeboker state that our #15 ancestor Torstein Rolleivsen inherited Sgum, parts
of Rein, etc., married the popular Tone Lindheim and that he passed down the estates to a son, #16 ancestor Rolleiv
Torsteinsen.

Tor st ei no6s Tovjomseatter Timdhean, owned the prestigious Lindheim estate and other properties in
Sauherad. Tone was believed to be the daughter (thus called Tone Torbjgrnsdatter) of Hallvard Torbjgrnsson, who

was the grandson of the famous Lord Hallvard Gratopp. Lord Gratopp was the leader of the big estate owners of
Telemark in a tax revolt against the king in the 14006s.
not sure. In either case, she inherited a large amount of the Gratopp family estate as did her brother Torbjgrn.

Lord Gratopp was from high nobility and also descended from the Viking royalty that included our #5 ancestor Baard

Guttromsson. The family owned several large estates in Telemark. There are numerous documents in the Norwegian
archives mentioning the Gratopp, family including Tone Lindheim, since she owned Lindheim and other estates.
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The marriage of Torstein and Tone made them one of the largest property owners in the region. They also both
descended from nobility and, undoubtedly, had the highest status in the community. They were believed to have lived
most of their time together on the Sandsvaer estates living alternately on Sgum and South Hvam. When Torstein
died at an early age, Tone moved to Lindheim and lived to an old age.

Their son and ancestor #14, Rolleiv Torsteinsen, took over the Sandsvaer estates and part of Lindheim where he
lived and eventually became one of the largest and most written about landowners in the Sauherad region. He also
purchasedtheKlevar estate from Tonebés relative Hallvard To
line.

Editors note: There is a bit of a mystery with this Torstein Rolleivsen, our #15 ancestor. In the case of our other
Sandsvaer ancestors, the authors of the bygdebgker reference official documents verifying each ancestor, their land
ownership, etc. There are no such references mentioning our Torstein Rolleivsen; but then there are no references
that dispute his existence.

No church records were available during those early days and no official government agency to record land and
probate records. Instead, probate records and land deeds were administered by the courts but the documents were
usually kept privately by the land owners or possibly recorded by the local priest in his church notes. Such old records
have been collected by various historical groups in Norway and filed in the archives of Diplomatarium Norwegicum
(DN). The bygdebgker usually referenced the DN document when telling about the various estate owners, their
families and their land and other legal transactions.

Regarding our Torstein Rollevsen, no DN documents mention him. Records verify that his wife Tone Lindheim had a
son named Rolleiv Torsteinsen and that Rolleiv later owned all the Sandsvaer properties once owned by his
grandmother, Liv Torsteinsdatter. It is clear that Rolleiv had a father named Torstein and that he probably got his
Christian name from a grandfather named Rolleiv (i.e. Rolleiv Ellandsson,) so the bygdebgker authors likely deduce
that Torstien Rolleivsen was in the chain.

Torstein died at a young age, possibly he never owned the estates and Rolleiv inherited them directly from the

rbjRr

grandparent s; this may explain why To rpobated recdrds. Or aassbly d o e s n

records simply got lost or destroyed by fire.

Mr. Darrel Johnson, Vice President and Genealogist for Telelaget, who investigated this lineage from Klevar to King
Harald, has cautioned Telelaget members that there is this absence of verification data from primary sources
regarding Torstein Rolleivsen, but he and the author agree that there is sufficient supporting data based upon local
folklore and legend (local tradition) to agree with the bygdebgker interpretations.

This completes the story of the Sandsvaer ancestors. In 1535, our next ancestor Rolleiv purchased the Klevar estate
from his motherés relative Hallvard Torbj Brnsson.

The next section advances to the Klevar line and will follow Rolleiv Tortsteinsson to Klevar and the lineage through
the Klevars to the Angards.
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6.1.4. Telemark

The remainder of our Lykken Line ancestors lived in Telemark County situated in southeastern Norway and about
a hundred miles west and south of Oslo. The maps below show Telemark with an insert for the Heddal Lake
(Heddalsvatrne) area south of Notodden where our principal ancestral families resided.

Heddal Stave
Church
& Ryen

et

It

Map of Telemark County

Kaasa Place
u
Klevar

Lykkja

Sauherad
Church

Bartholomew Ltd 2004 — T |

Map Insert: Heddal Lake , Lykken Line Homes & Churches

Telemark is one of the most beautiful areas in Norway with bountiful lakes, forests, and mountains. Farms dot the
spectacular countryside. Although principally a rural, farming community with many small towns and villages,
Telemark is also famous as a sporting area with skiing, boating, hiking and general vacationing.

Tel emark was the region where the Nazis built the Aheavy
bomb. The mo Heraes offTelemarkd popul ari zed the events where the Noryv

of the facility with explosives. The name Telemark refe
ancient tribe in the region.

For those interested in further pursuing their ancestry from Telemark, Telelaget of America is an excellent

organization to consider. They are a genealogy group specializing in ancestry from Telemark County. The website
is www.Teleaget.com.

The Hitterdal Region

Our Lykken ancestors lived in the Hitterdal region of Telemark, the area surrounding the Hitterdalsvatnet, or Hitterdal

Lake in English. This literature usually uses the word Hitterdal when discussing the Viking Period or the Hitterdal

region and the term Heddal for recent times. The lake is now called Heddalsvatnet or Heddal Lake. Ole Lykken
familyds Hiiterdal Lutheran Church in North Dakota was n
Gunhild, lived on Hitterdalsvatnet in their youth. Ole lived on Lykkja and Gunhild live on Bolager.
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Heddalsvatnet: Looking from Bolager Farm with Angard on Opposite Shore

Mr. Darrell Johnson, Telelaget Genealogist, has provided information on the Hitterdal people and history which is
included in the following paragraphs.

From an historical prospective, many Stone Age archeological finds have shown that Hitterdal is among the oldest
districts in Norway. Increasingly, history has shown that Hitterdal and other districts in southeastern Telemark were
ancient dwelling places, and have always been a legendary and cultural center where music and song have been
valued greatly and where heroes, chieftans and valiant soldiers had ventured out to foreign lands and won honor
and gold.

One of the oldest poems in Norwegian literature from the Viking Period tells about the Braavalla battle and mentions
names of heroes from the Hitterdal area. In a book describing the ancient battle, the author describes the heroes
from many nations and says, AThe strongest fighters wit
Tel emark. 06 He also mentions particular heroes with typic

In the early days, the Viking ships would journey to their homes along Heddal Lake and in the Hitterdal area. In fact,
there is a district in Iceland named Hitterdal that the Vikings from Hitterdal in Telemark are believed to have settled.
The Telemark Hitterdal people were escaping the absolute monarchy of King Harald Fairhair, the first king of Unified
Norway. Undoubtedly, many our ancestors were also Vikings who sailed to distant areas and participated in the
activities that made the Vikings famous.

The people from the Hitterdal area of Telemark have been known for their independent character, their somewhat
difficult dialect and their melancholy manner. They are not at all at ease and are concerned over dignity,
conscientiousness and defending their honor. The men were always diligent and industrious farmers and woodsman
and were accustomed to handling large logs which were harvested from the forests to augment their incomes and
to avoid losing their property to the heavy taxes. The women were known as industrious, thrifty, good stewards.
Throughout the years the daughters were known for their beauty and their beautiful Telemark costumes.

Down through the ages there have been and still are today wealthy people whose families have lived in the region
for several hundred years. The farms are seldom sold and are believed to have been in the families for countless
generations. The occupants who took the old farm names as their family names had a high sense of family pride, a
strong desire to preserve what they had inherited, and be faithful stewards.
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6.1.5. The Kevar Line
Our Klevar Connection

The Klevar line is our connection between our Angard, Gudmundsen and Lgkka families of Sauherad Commune in
Telemark and the Viking royalty, and the nobility, and aristocrats of the past. Local tradition tells that the Klevar
family had royalty connections. Stories were passed down from generation to generationd and why not? The
Klevars and the Lindheims were the biggest estate owners in the region; it was reasonable to believe that they had
inherited their estates from the nobility of the past.

The link between the Klevar line and the Sandsvaer aristocrats is the marriage of Tone Lindheim to Torstein
Rolleivsen of Sgum and their son Rolliev Torsteinsen who purchased Klevar in 1535. Rolliev purchased Klevar from

mot her Toneds father (or brother), Hall vard TorbRBrnsson,
located in the Sauherad Commune of Telemark, a few km north of the Sauherad Church.

Our Klevar line continues nearly three centuries until 1790 when Tone Halvorsdatter Klevar marries Lars Nilsen
Angard and becomes the Angard line. All the Klevar line and subsequent ancestors have been verified by church,
probate, or legal records.

The remaining ancestors in the Lykken line are summarized in the table below.

Tenant Farmers and Landowners

Although our latest ancestors were tenant farmers, they descended from the Angard and
Klevar families who were big landowners in the Sauherad Commune. The ancestry line given
below is verified with Sauherad Church records and with tax, probate, and census records for
that area.

Our most recent ancestors:

13 Rolleiv Torsteinsson (LINDHEIM) KLEVARb 1495 d 1570 Kari Oldsdatteb 1511 d 1590
12 Anund Rolleivsen( LINDHEIM) KLEVARb 1532 d 1600 Gunhid Persdatter Bergeth 1575
11 Rolleiv Anundsen KLEVARb 1565 d 1645 Dorte Jonsdatter Gvannef

10 Kristoffer Rollievsen KLEVARDb 1600 d: 1685 -6unhild Tolleivsdatteb 1605 d 1681

Kittel Kristoffersen KLEVARb 1633 d 1690 thgeborg Olesdattet ABT 1714

Ole Kittelsen KLEVARDb 1674 d 1743 -Anne Pedrsdattéd6VANNES

Gunleik Oleson KLEVARb 1706 d 1742 6unhild Halvorsdatter HAUGLAND» ABT 1710 dL778
Halvor Gunleikson KLEVARb 1734 d 1791 Gunhild Halvorsdatted 1763

Tone Halvorsdatter KLZAR b 1763 d 1817 +ars Nilsen ANGARDb 1755 d1801
Gunhild Larsdatter ANGARD 1792 d 1887 Gudmund GUMUNDSEN 1788 d1873
Hans Gudmundsen LYKKEMN 1820 d 1905 Kari Olesdatter KAASAb 1821 d1894

Lars Hansen LYKKEN> 1860 d 1948 Sophia Thoresoh 1864 d1936

NWhooIo N

The Klevar Estate

Klevar, shown to the left, is located on the south end of
Heddalsvatnet, 4 km north of Sauherad Church. Klevar gard
(farm) was once one of the largest estates in Sauherad. The
cottage dates to 1798 and the loft or stabbor even is older.

This farm is the scene of the old legend of the Klevar-
treasure, a hoard of silver supposedly taken from the elves.

The Klevar Estate
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There are several records dating back to the 14t century that have been found on
the Klevar and Lindheim farms, which have been turned over to Norwegian state
historical societies and filed in the archives of Diplomatarium Norwegicum.
Historians have used these records to document the history of Klevar, Lindheim

and other far ms. I n the 13006s, Klevar nhe
most outstanding noble families in Grenland, an area in southern Norway.
14th Century Trunk from Klevar
I n fact, in the 186060s, a carpenter

found a document dated 1397 where

Royal Official, on his deathbed and in presence of the Sauherad
priest, willed Klevar to some woman relatives. Descendents of these
recipients still live on Klevar today.

Other records show that in 1578 Rolleiv Torsteinsen and his son
Anund owned a large water powered sawmill on the Hjukse River
and the waterfall rights to the river. They also had a sawmill on the
Klevar River.

Klevar and Lindheim people have been shown to be important and

Klevar Manor House-1798 AD resourceful landowners for many centuries.

The pictures below are of an old Stabbor or Loft on Klevar which was said to be built in the 13" century.

| P——

14th Century Loft on Klevar Side View with Holes for Shooting Arrows

Mr. Darrell Johnson donated these pictures and offered the following account of Klevar:

These are my memory of Klevar: Ragnhild (Klevar) took me to Klevar. The resident told us that the Loft was from
the 1200s and is the largest in Norway. Some were taller or wider but none as large. The Norwegian government
has control over these old historical buildings. The door to the upper level has large circles (circles within circles)
carved from medieval times. In the upper level of the loft there is a large 3 section bed with scrolls from the Middle
Ages on the two sections separating the three sections of the bed. There is a square hole in the floor that was
used to send food to people dying of the Black Death. They were afraid of the people that had the disease. A
square hole was in the floor near the door to throw a spear at intruders on the lower level. Long poles hang in the
upper level. They were used to hang clothes on. A pair of large wooden shoes was in the upper loft. Apparently
one size fits all T socks were used to make it fit your feet. There is a beam that extends out from the door over the
walk way around the Loft between the outer wall of the Loft and the outer wall of the upper section. It is from the
time of the old Norsk pagan religion before Christianity. [Note: Christianity did not take hold right away, so some
blend of pagan and Christian are seen in the old buildings.] Over the door to the back end of the walkway of the
upper loft there is a small Christian cross carved in the wood with blood stains on the wood. This section was
used to store the bodies of people who died in the winter time. They were buried when the ground thawed. In the
lower level there are many antiques. A wooded bucket used to sow grain, many tine boxes, a cradle from 1864
and other antiques. | took a picture of the house with the date from the 1790s. One of the later lofts on Klevar had
the initials KKK from the name of the resident at the time of construction.
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Our Klevar Ancestors

lei : Lindheim 149515701 Karia Old 1511-1590

Rolleiv Torsteinsson was a real mover and shaker. He was born in 1495 probably on Sandsvaer. His mother was
Tone Torbjsrnsdatter f r orBauberad Bybdehokan, hisfatheravasTorstein Roligivséno
owner of a number of large estates in Sansdvaers in Buskerud County, that borders Telemark to the east.

His father died young, so Rolleiv inherited the Sandsvaer estates as a young man. He also owned the northern
portion on Lindheim which apparently was given to him by his mother. In 1533 he traded a portion of his Sandsvaer
estates for the southern portion of Lindheim, putting nearly the entire estate in his hands. In 1535 he purchased
Kl evar from his motherbés relative, making him one of the

He married Karia Olsdatter from Lardal in 1522. Among their children, two are mentioned in the archives: Anund
(our next ancestor) and Olaf, who was living in Sandsvaer on South Kvan. Although Rolleiv owned and operated
Klevar, he never actually lived there, so most historical references call him Rolleiv Torsteinsen Lindheim.

In addition to being a very wealthy and successful land owner, Rolleiv was very active and influential in the
community. He served as a juror (judge) in many legal and arbitration cases; his signature is found on numerous
documents in the archives. He also had legal cases of his own usually involving the purchase or trading of estates.

He obtained ownership of his wifebdbs familybs properties
Tone Lindheim in several actions.

Rolleiv and his son Anund were among the first who, in grand style, started using water power for sawmills on local
rivers. At first they earned good money, but later the business was hurt by royal restrictions.

In1452 | egal action was taken against Rolleiv because he
denied the charge and lined up a number of witnesses who said they heard the conversation and never heard
Rolleiv say that Gunnulv was a heretic. The case was dismissed; perhaps as usual, money and power prevailed.

Rolleiv died in 1570 at 75 years. His son, Anund, received the estates in Telemark, including Lindheim and Klevar,
and Lardal; his son, Olaf, received the estates in Sandsvaer. His wife died in 1590 at 79.

Anund was born on Lindheim in 1532 and married in 1564. He took over Lindheim and Klevar and other Telemark
estates in 1570. He probably ivedon Ssndr e Lindhei m.

Like his father, he was one of the great landowners in the area. He became a lensmann in about 1555, a
representative of the crown and the law for the district, and held the position until his son took over in 1593. As a

lensmann, he participated in more public affairs than his father. He could also write, but his handwriting was even
clumsier than his fatherd6s. Many documents are available
and his sales of lumber to people in the Skein area.

Anund passed away in 1600 at 68. His sons Rolleiv and Peder had taken over his affairs a few years after he had
filed a document noting that he was ill and not capable of managing his estates. Rolleiv received Klevar and other
estates, and Peder got Lindheim ad other properties in the inheritance. There are no other known children. This
was the first subdivision of the family estate, and from then on, properties become more subdivided. Still, Klevar
remained a major estate and a prominent family for generations to come.

Sauherad Bygdeboken writes that Anund Rolleivsen ancestry had ties to Harald Fairhair, the first king of a united
Norway. It further says that this connection is through the Reine (Sandsvaer)-Tangberg lines and that this
supposition is documented in several family books. This proposed connection to royalty was presented in the
previous sections.
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Rolleiv Anundsen obtained other Klevar properties from his father in about 1593 when he

was about 32 years of age. About the same time he married the daughter of Lars
Tordenstjerne, the well known parish priest in Sauherad, which is now Lutheran. In church
records, Bishop Jens Nilsson ment i ons vi siting Sauherad and
relative Rolliev Klevar.

Roll eivds first wi fe died and he | ater marr i
Si8t8r' Ingeborg married another Sauherad priest named Lauritz Mattson, which is also
noted in the records.

Rol | ei vds

It is said that Rolleiv had at least 11 children but it is not certain which were mothers to whom. The first mentioned
was a son Anund Rolleivsen who took over a farm in Heddal and later some other estates lot of the Klevar estate.
The second son was our ancestor, Kristoffer, and the third was Torstein, who lived on North Lindheim. The fourth
son, Anund, seemed to end up with the greatest share as he is most mentioned in the continuing saga on Lindheim.
Other children are mentioned, including a Bergit Rolleivsdatter Klevar whose descendent Darrel Johnson is
responsible for initiating this genealogy study from which we are benefiting.

The second son, and our next ancestor Kristoffer Rolleivsen Klevar, was born in 1600 and eventually took over
the Klevar portion on Anundds huge estate.

In addition to his large farm, Rolleiv inherited the lumber sales and sawmill works from his father Anund. Rolleiv
was a good businessman and continued to grow the business. In 1615 the value of his land estates had nearly
doubled whiles his brother, Peder. on Lindheim was getting even richer. By 1630 the two owned over 100 barrels
of land and had scores of farmers and laborers living on their properties; they contributed to the livelihood of many.
(Note: a barrel is a measure of productivity of land since not all the Norwegian farm land could produce crops. One
barrel could support one family, etc.)

In 1593, Rolleiv also replaced his father as lensmann for the region, giving him more power, influence and status in
the community.

There are many documents that mention Rolleiv in the archives which involve his farm business, transfers of
property, his lumber business, etc.

Rolleiv used a seal that was similar to some ancient ancestors on Klevar.

Ancient Seals used on Klevar

About these seals the Sauherad Bygdeboken tells the following: On the left is the signature mark belonging to
Rolleiv Anundsen Klevar which he used in 1615. On the right is a signature mark which was drawn on a Klevar farm
building and on an old official document about Klevar. In the middle is the seal that belonged to the Swedish national
|l eader of the 14306s, Engel berkt Engel berktsson. He was
a successful uprising against the Danish and had a connection with the uprisings in Norway that were not
successful. According to tradition, his daughter Libet was married to the leader of the Norwegian uprising Hallvard

Gruotropp, and it wae thmerfdemc&hdegeants WhIl |l vardbés mot he
inherited Klevar from Bjsrn Tolleivsen in 1397. The parc
unt il the 18600s. The similarityleberkt Engleberksson gna éhe signeguremar k s

marks on the Klevar official document and the Klevar guesthouse is striking.
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This suggests that the famous Engleberkt, who married into the Klevar family, left his mark on the guesthouse.
Also, the old Klevar seal and the seal of our man Rolleiv are all very similar.

Rolleiv died in 1645 at 80.

The interesting information compiled by Mr. Johnson on the ancestry of Birgit Rolleivsdatter Klevar has ended. The
remaining Klevar information has been gleaned by the author from church records, tax lists, probate records and
Sauherad Bygdeboken.

Our next ancestor Kristoffer was not the oldest son, but nevertheless, seemed to get

his share of the wealth. He is mentioned the first time in 1628 as being the owner of the

Gvannes farm. According to the 1644 tax lists, he owned Gvannes, Stenningen, and G R_
Volveit for a total of 10 barrels, and in 1645, he inherited Klevar and some other property

from his father.

In 1647 his farms had a total value of about 20 barrels which is a considerable holding.
Apparently he did not inherit the lumber business since there is no mention of it in any of
the documents. Probably the lumber business went to his brother Anund.

Kristoffer's Seal

In about 1630 he married Gunhild Tolleivsdatter from a large farm called Hem who also was said to have an
impressive ancestry. He did what he could to keep the Klevar name in the upper crust.

Kristoffer and Gunhild had seven surviving children: Kittel Kristoffersen (our ancestor), Jon Kristoffersen (the
Angar do6s ) 6undee Guntoirl d, Uste, | ngleomorKg,i sa mabnfQiesdeietndguschased
Angard in 1719 marking the beginning of our Angard line.

In 1665 Kristoffer was farming together with his sons Jon, Gunnar and Halvor while his son Kittel was working
Klevar. Gunhild died in 1681 and the probate records show that the value of the property had increased showing
that Kristoffer had grown the estate to some extent. When Kristoffer died in 1690 the property was distributed among
the children with our Kittel ending up with a portion of Klevar.

Kittel was born on Klevar in 1633 and |
property until his father died around 1685. He ended up with about 3 % barrels of Klevar;
the farm was divided into North Klevar and South Klevar and he got South Klevar.

He first married in about 1662 and had one son Rolleiv Kittelsen. His first wife, who is

unknown, apparently died early because he married again to an Ingeborg Olesdatter in

1667 in Sauherad. They had five children including our ancestor Ole Kittelsen who was
Kittel's Seal born in 1674.

Kittel died in 1690 at age 57 and the farm went to the widow and children. A brother, Gunleik, died in 1695 and it
was shown that he owned a small portion of Klevar. So this large estate is slowly being subdivided as generations
come and go.

In 1705 the widow Ingeborg was too old to manage the farm so there was a division of inheritance of Klevar and

land in North Telemark that she had inherited from her first husband. Her portion of South Klevar was about 2
barrels, which went to her son, Ole, who was living with her on Klevar.
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Ole Kittelsen took over ownership of the South Klevar farm that was four barrels in productivity. This still was a
rather large farm, so Ole can still be considered a wealthy man, but not to the same extent as his father and other
earlier Klevars and Lindheims. The Klevar farm ancestry line remained in tact for three more generations until great-
great-great-grand mot her Tone Kl evar married Lars Andgard in
to Tone.

Ole took over half of South Klevar in 1690 and the rest in 1705. He first married Anne
Pedersdatter in 1705 and they had seven children: Gunleik (our ancestor), Kittel, Peder,
Hans, Gunhil d, Il ngeborg and Uste.

Ole grew the farm and at the time of his death in 1743 he had acquired three other farms:

Ssndre Hem (1 I barrels), Ne d Umes Rdarrels).mhat, 4

1788

bar

when added to South Klevardés 4 (now) barrels,

Ole's Seal meant he was quite affluent.

Ole died in 1743 at nearly 80 and his estate was distributed. Our ancestor Gunleik, his first son, died a year or
so before him, but his wife and children received his share of the estate.

Gunleik married Gunhild in 1733 in Sauherad. They had four children: Halvor (Our ancestor), Ole, Ingeborg and
Gunhild.

Gunleik died in about 1742. Records show that he was dead in 1743 but had a two year old daughter, Gunhild. His

wi fe and children |ived on a share of hirg8f aGhat s kést at

Halvor (our next ancestor) inherited the South Klevar farm. His brother Ole inherited Nedre Holtan.

I i I 1734 1791) {_Gunhil I 2 .

Halvor was born on Klevar in 1734 and was about seven when his father died and nine when his grandfather died.
After his mother remarried it is believed that he was raised in the Heddal area of North Telemark. In 1758 he
married another Gunhild Halvorsen (same name as his mother) in Heddal.

Halvor took possession of South Klevar, probably in 1758 when he married. The couple had two children: Anne and
Tone (pronounced i Toe neh!) Halvorsdatter Klevar.

Hal vor 6s wife and Toneds mot her Gunhild di ed s bhdatrertid
about 1765 and had five more children who lived with them on South Klevar.

When Halvor died in 1791, he owned South Klevar, some other smaller properties, and he held the mortgage on
hisson-inl aw Lars Nilsenbs property on Angard.

5 Tone Hal Kl 17631181701 Lars Nil | (1755 1 1801)

Our Klevar line ends with Tone Halvorsdatter Klevar who married Lars Nilsen Angard in 1788 in the Klevar house
after a royal license. This marriage united two of the most prominent families in Sauherad. Undoubtedly, their
wedding was the social event of the year, or maybe evens the decade. Tone and Lars carried out the rich traditions
of the Klevar and Angard families and were very successful in operating the Angard farm.

Lars and Tone had four children including our great-great-grandmother Gunhild Angard who married Gudmund
Gudmundsen in 1814 and became ancestor #5.

66

af i



6.1.6. The Angard Line

The Angard Iline |Iinks our almost fAfairyreal edamacestocsab
and 20™ centuries. Our great-great-grandmother Gunhild Larsdatter was an Angard, and her son, Hans G. Lykken,

was born on an Angard place called Lia. Many of our Gudmundsen and Lgkka ancestors made a livelihood on

Angard. The Lykken families in the USA and Angard families in Norway had some communications over the years.

The current owners, Nils and Vibeke Angard, assisted the author on this family history project.

The Angard Estate
The Angard Estate is located on Highway 520 in the village of Hjuksebg on the eastern shore of Heddalvatnet.

Angard has tillable land and orchard properties close to the estate, and forest lands to the east and north along the
Hjukse River. Angard is a modern name from the old name Andengaard whichme ans dAtfha&r mtdher

The Angard Estate in Hjuksebg

Angard was probably cleared as a farm in the Viking Age, around800-1 00 0 AD. It was al so used
farmo after the Bl ack Deat h!cefltryeseemedrtocbe soblesfIn thenlgacentiry,i n t h
investors from Skein mortgaged the farm to farmers, so during that period Angard, was alternately owned by

investors and farmers. In 1719 our ancestor Ole Jonsen purchased Angard and it has remained with his
descendents to this day.

The manor house, the | arge house in the ph
there are also two lofts built on pillars. The age of the smaller one is unknown, but

the larger one was built in 1768. There is an antique food cabinet in the manor house

with the inscription: AFRYGTER GVD OG KONG
Honor the King 1763).

In the early days, Angard was a large estate and required a large pool of manpower
to work in the fields, the forests and with the animals. Angard owned several cotter
pl aces where the workers and their familie
of these places were small clearings in forest areas and others were located closer
to the homestead. Many workers also stayed in the lofts and other buildings on the
estate. Workers also stayed on the mountain farms in the summer where they took
the animals to graze in the mountain pastures. The cotter people often took the
Angard name or the names of these cotter places for their family names and some
of these descendents still have these names today. Places owned by Angard where
workers and their families lived included Lia, Hegna, Muggerud, Slettemo, and
Snippen.

1763 Cabinet on Angard
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Harvesting the forests was a major production on Angard during the
19t and early 20™ century. Like the Klevars of old, they had a water-
powered sawmill on the Hjukse River and sold lumber in the area.

The Angard farm also cut logs and floated them down the Hjukse
River to Heddalsvatnet, then through Norsjg (North Sea) to Skein.
In Skein the logs were either sent to sawmills or put on ships for
export to other European countries. The logs were cut and marked
on Angard and were sorted and counted at Skein. A significant
amount of labor was required to cut and mark the logs and to see
that the logs found their way to their destination without getting
caught in snags or washed up on lake shores.

Angard Today

& "3

Angard Logging
& Sawmill
Operations on
Hjukse River
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Undoubtedly our Lykken and Gudmundsen ancestors found work in these
forestry activities. Angard also had a brick factory located in the same area
during the same period of time. A picture of the plant is shown to the left.
A brick from the fireplace of the home where Hans Lykken was born was
given to the author by the current owner of Angard.

The author, his wife Bev and daughter Karla visited Angard in the summer of 2001 and it was a wonderful and
memorable experience. While driving into the farmyard, one first noticed how neat and tidy the buildings, the

landscape and the surrounding fields and fruit orchards were kept.

Mr. Angard (Nils) was found working in his cherry orchard.
We explained who we were. Mr. Angard was familiar with
the Lykken people in USA, since his father had once
exchanged letters with a cousin, Georg Lykken, in
Minneapolis. Mrs. Angard (Vibeke) brought us
refreshments and we exchanged family stories. We were
the first Lykken relatives from the USA that the Angards
had actually met.

Nils and Vibeke showed us their farm, the old manor
house and the beautiful antique furniture and artifacts.
The old buildings and many of the antique treasures date
back to the years of our common ancestors of the 18 and
19t centuries.

Nils told us about life in the old days and what it is like to
own what was once a great estate. It was not only a
privilege and a tradition but also a major responsibility to
maintain the farm that carried the family name. The nearly
200 year old buildings and antiques required care and
mai ntenance. AThe old buil
and the old manor house needed constant repair. We
guess we will keep it all up and turn it over to the next
generation to worry about.

Nils told us about the Angards of old. He was very familiar
with our great-great-grandparents Gunhild and Gudmund
and told us about their lives.

Nils Angard shows their 18th Century Loft
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Later Nils took us to Lia, the Angard cotter place where Gunhild and Gudmund lived nearly 200 years ago.

We drove north a few miles and then east into the forested, low
mountains of the vast Angard farm. We parked and then walked
300 meters into the forest to Lia, an overgrown area about half the
size of a football field. Nils had planted pine trees in the aread it
no longer had any productivity and he wanted to preserve Lia. We
found the foundation of the old home where the Gudmundsens
had lived and where five children, including our great-grandfather,
Hans Lykken were born. He gave us a brick from the eroded
fireplace. There were the remains of old fruit trees and weeds
growing where once was their barnyard.

After grasping the difficult conditions under which our ancestors

Remains of Lia - Birthplace of Hans G. Lykken 1820 ~ carved out an existence , Ni | s _ mMNewnyaursé&eeavty:theyi
had to go to America. o

Nils was educated in biology and had been a parttime biology professor; he now worked the farm fulltime. Vibeke

was trained and employed as a speech therapist. Meanwhile, on the farm they raised cherries, pears and other

fruits and had several fields of oats to sell in the spring for seed. They had turned much of the forest lands into
recreation areas and had built wil der inerTosgeirthastps paftofrtheh i k er
farm into a housing development. The sawmill is still operational to cut lumber for their use.

There is no doubt that the Angard ancestors of old would be very pleased with present day occupants of Angard.
Nils and Vibeke are kind and gentle people, well educated and articulate, and are keeping the farm in excellent
order. They are a fine credit to the Angard name. The two Angard sons are in their own careers and are also
successful. Indeed, our visit to the Angards was a warm and memorable experience.

: A 3
An 18th Century Loft on Angard i Karla, Vibeke, Nils, Lowell

Our Angard Ancestors

Our early Angard ancestors have a very interesting background. In fact, many generations back the Angards came
from the same Klevar/Lindheim families as the Klevar Line. The common link is our Klevar ancestors #10, Kristoffer
Rolleivsen Klever and Gunhild Tolleivsdatter who were born about 1600. Our Klevar ancestor #9, Kittel Kristoffersen
was a brother of Jon Kristoffersen who also lived on Klevar and Lindheim farms in the 17th century.

It was Jondés son, Ol e Jonsen, who purchased Angard in 1
Angard. Meanwhile, Jonds br ot h¥90),is #iancteeslIt okr iosdt dGfufnenri 4 aelrd skK
Havorsdatter Klevar. So that makKeouGumki wWhdshpaoremtad!| yo
I n any case, the Angard ancestors can claim the same #AVi

Our investigation of our Angard ancestors begins with Jon Kristoffersen who was the first departure from the Klevar
family.
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9 Jon Kristoffersen Klevar (1635-1690)i He | ge Tor stensdaili2élr Rsste (1642

Jon Kristoffersen was born on Klevar in about 1635 to Kristoffer Rollievsen and Gunhild Tolleivesdatter. His older

brother, Kittel, born 1633, was also a family ancestor as discussed above. Jon lived on Klevar and Sgnde Lindheim.

He acquired the Ssndre Lindhei m, i nfarmse la 4877 he Marred Helga d ar
Torstensdatter from Rsste. Qld(euyandesiad Olé Jonsen), Bone (Ingkbomnand Tor st
two who died young. Jon died in 1690 and left his property to his widow and three children. He was buried at

Sauherad Church. His widow, Helge, moved to Stenningen with her eldest son Torsten Jonsen, where she lived

until 1693 when she married Vetle Olsen and moved to Angard. Helge also sold her portion of Stenningen farm to

her son Torsten in 1693. The other son, Ole, was also a part owner of Stenningen.

Vetle Olsen Angard came from a family who owned several farms in the area and had lived on Angard since 1687.

He remained there until he died in 1717. He had been leasing the farm from the investors in Skein headed by the
Borgar mei ster (mayor) Weyer. When Vetle died in 1717, E
stepson, Ole Jonsen.

70le] : | (16821 17501 Bergi I 1771

Our next ancestor Ole Jonsenwa s b o r ndred.indheins and baptized in Sauherad Church on September 24,
1682. He had an older brother Torsten and a younger sister called Dorte. When his father, Jon Kristoffersen Klever,
died in 1690 Ole inherited Stenningen and lived there with his mother and brother Torsten. In 1708 he married
Marte Knutsdatter from nearby Sudgarden and that same year he sold his portion of Stenningen to his brother
Torsten, and it seems the couple moved to a farm called Nyhus. Sadly, Marte died the next year in childbirth.

In 1714, Ole married Bergit Andersdatter from Arud. They went on to have seven children. The first three died
young, the fourth was a girl, Gunhild, and the fifth was our ancestor Nils Olsson Angard, who was then in line to
take over the farm. Two more sons, Jon and Andes, and a daughter, Ingeborg, followed.

In 1719, Ole Jonsen, after having | eased Angard since hi
farm. Ole was very familiar with Angard, since his mother and stepfather had been living there some years before.
Ole took the name Ole Jonsen Angard, and the Angard name has remained in the family to this day.

In 1726, Ole and Torsten Jonsen sold the Arud farm, which their wives had inherited from their parents. Ole used
hissealonthepr obat e document which included a figure with the
sign write their name. This additional resource enabled Ole and Bergit to continue to develop their prosperous

farms.

Ole died in 1750 at age 67 and was buried at Sauherad Church. His wife continued to operate Angard with the
assistance of her two sons, Nils and Anders. The value of Angard in 1750 was about ten times that of a typical small
one-family farm.

During the next years, the Angard family continued to purchase more property and continued to grow Angard. Bergit
sold Angard to her son Nils in 1759 but lived there until 1771 when she died at 85 years.

Nils Olsson was born on Angard in 1724, the fourth child of Ole Jonsen and Bergit Andersdatter. He had six siblings
but since his only older brother Vetle died young, Nils was first in line to take over Angard. He had accumulated
portions on his own and bought the remainder of Angard from his mother in 1759 after his father had died in 1750.
Nils sold the Hagnes farm to his younger brother Anders in 1763 so he could have a farm of his own.

In 1748 Nils marrie@UitAmaeg OWldes daa s elbb oSt been pviauslynmarsied Anne
and had a daughter. Nils and Anne had four children: Ingeborg, Gunhild, Kjersti and Lars. Nils and Anne continued

to grow Angard until 1786 when they retired and sold the property to their son Lars Nilsson. The other children,

who were girls, received their share of the farm in terms of a dowry when they married. During this period the

Angards had accumulated considerable land and personal property. An example is a 1763 food
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cabinet and other furniture and valuable items that are currently on display in the manor house on the Angard
estate.

Anne died in 1796 and Nils in 1804 at 79. Nils was living on Angard during the 1801 census.

i \ 17551 18010 { Tone Hal I Kl 1763-1817)

Our Gunhildés f at her, Lars, was born on Angard in 1755 and wa

over all of Angard. In 1786, when Lars was 31 years, his father, Nils, retired and Lars took over the Angard farm.

Two years later, in 1788, Lars married Tone Halvorsdatter Klevar from the prestigious Klevar estate, one of the

| argest farms in the region. They were married on Kleva
society.

Lars and Tone had five children: 1) Olav Larsson (1789) who later took over the farm, 2) Gunhild (1791) who died
the same year, 3) Gunhild (1792) our great- great-grandmother, 4) Anne (1795), and 5) Bergit (1800-1826).

Lars died in 1801 at age 50; the cause of his death is unknown. His widow Tone, with the assistance of her relatives,
operated the farm. In 1811, her son, Ole Larson was 21, and took over half of the farm, with his mother keeping the
other half as long as she was alive. Tone died in 1817, at 54, and Ole took over the remainder of the farm.

Two of the daughters, Anne and Bergit, never married; Bergit died at age 26.

Gunhild was born on Angard in 1792 to Lars Nilsson Angard and Tone Halvorsdatter Klevar. She was named after
her maternal grandmother, Gunhild Halvorsdatter Klevar.

Gunhild married Gudmund Gudmundsen in 1814 and was our great-great-grandmother.

Their story continues in Section 6.1.8. The Saga of Gudmund and Gunhild.

The Angards after Gunhild

Gunhildbés ol der br ot H1&89-1833),avho hadabees speratingAtre daenrsohce 1801, married
the 28 year old Ingeborg Aundsdatter Dyrud (1794-1877) in 1822. They had three children: Nils, Ingeborg and
Anund.

Olav, like his father, died young at age 44 in 1833. Ingeborg then married Jon Olsson, a teacher from Heddal, who
moved to Angard, but did not get involved with the farm. They had someone else manage Angard until 1843, when
I ngeborgdés ol der son, ovweril s Ol sson Angard, took

r

Nils Olsson Angard (1823-1888) married Tone Torrimsdatter Bentsrud (1827-1885)but t hey had no ch

younger brother, Anund Ol sson Angard, bought the farm
another farm called Dyrud since 1852. Anund married Helga Hansdatter Gurstad (1843-1877) and they had “five
children: Ingeborg, Kari, Bergit, Olav, and Helga.

Olav Anundsson Angard (1875-1946) mar r i ed Anne Ha l[(:861119326) artd bvened the Dyrusl farm,
which his father left in 1852. Their sons, Anund, Halvor, Ole and Andres, were all successful farmers. The eldest
son, Anund O. Angard (1906-1976), stayed on Angard and took over in 1935. Anund married Anne Sperre from
Hjuksbs in 1914. They had dAmmeee chil dren: Nils, Torgier

Anund passed away in 1977 and his eldest son Nils Angard (1945) took over the farm. Nils married Vibeke

Frsys@@gfrom Vang and they have two sons, Kristian and
operate the farm to this day.
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In 2016 the author and his family visited Nils and Vibeke on Angard. It happened that a year earlier a Viking grave
was discovered on Angard and a Viking sword was excavated and we were there an archeological crew was doing
more excavations and had discovered a Viking axe.

Some photos of the excavation activities and our day on Angard are shown below.

A Viking Axe

A Viking Sword from the 90086s AD

Our Lykken Gang on Angard Nils explaining the excavation activities



6.1.6. The Gudmundsen Line

The Gudmundsen line is the ancestors of our great-great-grandfather Gudmund (Gulmon) Gudmundsen who was
born in the Heddal Parish near Notodden in 1788. The Gudmundsen line is unique because it is the chain of
fatherto-s on t hat starts with our first known Gudmundsen
son, our great-grandfather Hans G. Lykken born in 1820. Hans had four sons: Ole, Gilman, Hans and Ole Gilman,
this chain of father-to-son continues through their sons, grandsons, great-grandsons, etc. In some Lykken families
the chain goes back as many as 14 or 15 generations.

Our Gudmundsen Line begins on the Ryen farm (pronounced Rhee-inn) located adjacent to the Heddal Stave
Church a few kilometers west of Notodden and 134 km west of Oslo on E134. Heddal is one of the most famous
and most visited stave churches in all of Norway. Although our first verified ancestor is Halvor Ryen, born 1580,
local traditions tell that his ancestors had lived on Ryen for generations. Hitterdals Boken, published in 1926,
describes the history of the Heddal parish and suggests the Ryen people donated the land for the church in the
12th century and were principals in creating the medieval structure which is still in use today.

Gudmundsen Line Farms and Places

The map below show the locations of the principal Gudmundsen line farms where our ancestors lived in the 16
to 19" centuries and probably since the 11" centuries.

The map insert show the Heddal Stave Church and Ryen (Rygi) farm and also Rui and Moen which were also
prominent homes for our people. Rygi is the old name for Ryen. ProbablyRy en was short for
Nor s k: figard. Ry gi 0

The ancestors who lived on these various farms are discussed in the later paragraphs.

Ryen
Farn

Insert

Heddal

‘ f Stave
Angard F | Church

"o g Lyaitas

l“\ .

ol
z [ B b
| E— ..g'.:u\v.-v/.. =

Gudmundsen Line Farms in Telemark Insert: Heddal Church and Farms

Hitterdal Stavkirken

Hitterdalstavkirken, or as it is called in English today, The Heddal Stave Church, is not only a medieval

l i ne

6t he

architect ur al masterpiece, but a |living church for todayods

of the 28 still remaining stave churches in Norway. There appears to have been some 750 - 1200 stave churches

in Norway, but in the 19th century, mostwer e r epl aced by nedhurchesd Amore modern

The oldest part of Heddal stave church, the chancel, was probably built in 1147. This was first quite a small church.
Ninety-five years later the church was enlarged to the size seen today. On the wall in the exterior passage are
runic inscriptions indicating that the church in 1242 was consecrated and dedicated to the holy virgin, Mary.
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Categorizing a stave church is in fact easy - it's based on a very special building construction. On a stone
foundation there is a frame of ground sills, into which the large pillars, the staves, are anchored. On the top of the
staves there is another frame of sills, the head beams, and again, where the roof construction is placed.

The wall boards rest in a groove in the ground sills, while the top fits into
a groove in the head beams. The boards are tongued and grooved, and
only wooden nails - no metal nails - were used when constructing this
church. Heddal Stave Church has been successfully repaired and restored
during the centuries. Outside, the church was protected by tar. Thanks to
the exceptional quality of the material used, along with good ventilation
through the stone foundation, as much as 30 % of the original materials
' are still maintained after all the centuries.

Inside the church is a beautiful wooden carved chair, dated approximately
1200 A D. The baptism-font and a small wooden chair were both made in
1850 from two of the original pillars from this church. The altar piece was
produced by an unknown artist in 1667. The wall painting is dated 1668.
Underneath, on the west wall are remains of the original painting from
about 1300. A circular iron chandelier for 23 candles (now in the University
® Museum of National Antiquities in Oslo) also formed the part of he
g medieval inventory. Here is found a beautiful alter-front.

Until the Reformation reached Norway in 1537, Heddal Stave Church was
Roman Catholic. Since then the church has been Lutheran. From the
Catholic period is remaining a bronze incense burner, hanging to the left
in the chancel. Until 1850 the church bells hung in the church tower and
were later moved to the bell-tower outside. The oldest church bell was
made in Amsterdam in 1647.

Heddal Stave Church i Built 1147 AD

(The above article was modified from an Internet source.)

How the Church Came To Be Built

There is an ancient story, or some say a fAfairy tale, 0 a
website. One of the characters Raud Rygi (Ryen) was the owner of Ryen at in the 12 century was credited as
being the A MaBHlitterdal St®/kirkeh.der ¢ of

The story:

Once upon a time five of the farmers in Heddal agreed upon building a church in the valley. One of them, named

Raud Rygi, one day ran into a stranger who promised to build the church for them. But on one condition; when

the church was finished, Raud had either to bring him the sun and the moon, the blood of his heart or guess the
stranger6s name. Raud thought it would be more than enou
the deal.

But alas, he didn't get very much time. During the first night all the timber was in place, the second night the tower
was raised, and the third day the church would be finished. Fearing for his life, Raud strolled along his fields
desperately wondering howe Then hg beard the mobkt deawiful rseng gpmidgsrorn a
inside the nearby mountain:

"Hush, hush, little baby do
tomorrow father, Finn, will bring to you,
moon and sun and Christian heart;

As a toy for you, so nice and smart".

The riddle was solved! The builder was the "troll" Finn, who lived in the nearby mountain. That's how Raud saved
his life and Heddal got its church. But the troll couldn't stand the sounds of the church bells every Sunday, and
therefore moved with all his family to another mountain.
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The Ryen Farm

As previously stated, the history of the Gudmundsen line
begins on the Ryen Farm in the Heddal Parish of
Northern Telemark. The famous Heddal Stave Church
is built on a parcel of land adjoining the Ryen Farm.

The photograph to the right shows the Ryen Farm as

seen from the Heddal Stave Churchyard.

The Hi tterdal 6s history bo owi ng
account of Ryen: (Translation provided by Mr. Darrel
Johnson, Vice President of Telelaget of America)

Ryen as seen today from Heddal Church Grounds

OThis Ryen farm has earlier been called Stor Ryen (Big Ryen), and also Nedre Ryen (Lower Ryen). It must be on
this farm that Raud Rygin lived. The history about Raud Rygin tells us that he was the master builder of the church.
The unusually formed and beautiful style of the church, led us to believe that Raud had supernatural strengths,
as the probable master builder of this magnificentc hur c h. 0

ioOn Stor Ryen theyndacsalal eceriyDroB s ibwud IIdti is built of | ar
is cut a rose. This should have been done around the year 1200. The cottage is 7 x 8 meters and just one room.

I't is said that as | ong as itylae happnesd onRieo. Stiltif the abtsage isttone r e i s
down or moved the prosperity and happiness willbel ost . o

Aln 1925 the farm was sold on a forced sale. The |l ast ow
afraid to tear it down or move it. Still, maybe he had made too much of it. On the land he had found an old pan of

bronze, which should be 800-900 years old. An old legend says that Valfin (The troll, Finn), who had built the
church, also had built the ADrBmsi o for Raud Rygin. o

Our Early Ryen Ancestors

In review, local traditions tell that the persons who lived on the Ryen farm over the generations are the
descendants of the famous or mythical Raud Rygi, or at least the owners of the Ryen farm over the ages and, in
particular, when the church was built.

It is possible that the Ryen folks also descended from r
data to support such a claim. The historians, who wrote Hitterdals-Boken, searched the available documents and

have some limited information about those who lived on Ryen in the 14% to 16™ centuries. More definite information

was found on the later centuries.

Hitterdals-Boken claims that the persons listed below are probable ancestors. It also says that some of them had
important positions and were probably early owners of Ryen.

Raud Ryaqgi (Mentioned in 11006s)

Raud Rygi was a legendary or perhaps mythical farmer on the Ryen farm who is said to be the master builder of
the Heddal Stave Church.

Raeidr Raudssgn (Mentioned 1356)
Mentioned as being on Ryen and believed to be a descendant of Raud Rygi: if so he must have been six or
seven generations after the master builder.

Thorleif Jonnsgn (Mentioned in 1522)

Died in 1522 and left half of Ryen to his wife Thorderd. Kittel Neridssgn was appointed guardian to his siblings
and given the other half of Ryen.

\
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Svenung Ryen (Mentioned in 1528)
In 1528 Svennung lived on Ryen. He was the father of Helge Svenungssgn, below.

Helge Svennungssf n (Mentioned in 1547)

Kittel Nerudsson died in 1547 and his widow married Helge Svenungsson also from Ryen. Upon this marriage,

Hel ge was also given a part of Fjlugesund, another farm f
Ryen farm holdings. Helge is also mentioned on Ryen in 1578 and 1589.

Gunlik Ryen and Sdmund Melland Ryen (Mentioned in 1590)

During the |l ate 150006s, several persons from Ryen were n:
were Gunlik Ryen and Samund Melland Ryen who were part of the Ryen families all living on portions of Store

Ryen (Big Ryen).

The following paragraph describing this era is a direct translation from the Hitterdals-Boken.

Al n a document dated Oct obfiebro u2n3d a rly5 9d0i,s piutt e &6s bneetnw el eonn etdh ea
and Tormod and Gunlik Ryen. o

iSrore Ryen is not mentioned in the tax |lists from 1565
because it was used by a government official, or maybe it was used as a court house until 1600. We know that

Ryen was used as such, at least to the end of the 1650060 :
used as court houses until 1660. In 1591, Stenulf Ryen was mentioned as a delegate from Heddal; to swear

all egiance to King Christian IV in Oslo. Maybe he was a

Ryen is mentioned in a document in the case of another boundary dispute between the Ryen farm and the
Priestgarden (Heddal Church farmhome forthe Pri est) . I n 1604 Ol e Ryen is ment

AThe group of S-mund Mel and, Knut Lei kvan, Gunli ek, Tor
Ryen family, who probably are descendants from the legend hero Raud Rygin, the master builder of the Heddal
Church. It seems, according to the above mentioned case from 1590, that Raud or one of his descendants has
given part of the farm to the Prestgard (to build a home

The above per sons me n tpiolmablyeadcestors agwelbecausedti®r@ are reo reeords brought
forward that the Ryen farm was sold during the 15006s.
whom, but the Hitterdal book suggests that Halvor Ryen, below, is a descendent of Sdmund Meland Ryen. If so,

his name could have been Halvor SUmundsson Ryen

Our Verified Ancestors

As one reviews our Gudmundsen ancestry line, like many of our other lines, it seems that our earlier ancestors
were wealthy, influential people, but gradually, generation by generation, the estates were subdivided and later
ancestors had less and less. Finally we come to ancestors who are not in line to inherit property. They became
cotter people and their descendents eventually immigrated to America. With that in mind, let us explore the
powerful Ryen family of old and see how our Guldmund ended up as a farm worker.

Halvor Ryen was our first fully confirmed ancestor in the Guldmundsen line. This is because he is designated in
the church baptism records as the father to our next ancestor, Gregar Halvorsen, born in 1604. Halvor was born
about 1580 and married about 1603. The records show that he had a wife but the name of his wife is unknown
because early baptism records seldom mentioned the mother. He was probably the eldest son of Sdmund Meland
Ryen since the principal ownership of Ryen was apparently transferred to him.

In around 1615 Halvor Ryen owned and probably inherited the following landed property or farms in the Heddal
region: a) Skoje in Sauland Parish (1 barrel), b) Nedre (Lower) Ryen* in Heddal (4 1/2 barrels), ¢) Folseras in
Gransherad (3 barrels), and d) Skéardal in Sauland (1 barrel). Total: 9 ¥ barrels. *Note: Stor Ryen was later referred
to as Nedre (or Lower) Ryen. (A one barrel farm will support one family)
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In 1645 Halvor lived on and had possession of Stor Ryen and had a cotter person on his property named Anders
Ryen who also had a wife. Anders had been on the farm for over 20 years. He likely had tenants and cotter people
on his other farms.

Halvor Ryen died in about 1660 and his very large estate in Heddal went to his son, Gregar Halvorsen Ryen.
Another son is mentioned in the church record, Halvor Halvorsen, born 1610, who probably inherited the other
properties.

Xe H 5 1605-1671)1 G H |

Hal vor Ryeno6s ol dest son, Gregar Hal vorsen Ryen was b «
Halvorsdatter in 1624. They lived on Ryen working for his father and had eight children. Gregar took possession

of Stor Ryen in 1660, and according to the 1665 census, the farm had 2 horses, 8 cows, 2 young bulls and 6 small

calves. His personal goods included his fishing equipment. Of course he had other farms operated by tenant

farmers. Still living with him in 1665 were his son, Hans Gregarsen, who was 24 years old and crippled and another

son, Ole, 14 years. They had one servant, Halvor, 24 yrs who was also a soldier, probably allocated to serve the

King as required. His wife was alive but probably | iwvi
mentioned in the census. The other children had moved on. (See the 1665 census for Nedre Ryen below.)

Status Fagrenamn Etternam Alder
28200psiddere Gregar Halvordsgn 60
2821Sgnner Hans Gregarsgn (vanfar) 24
2822Sgnner Oluff Gregarsgn 14
2823Tienestedrenge Halvord (Soldat) 24

Note: Opsidere= Resident Vanfgr= Crippled Tienestdrenge=Servant Soldat=Soldier Sgnner = son Alder=Age

Gregar died in 1671 at age 66 and was buried at Hitterdalstavkirken. On March 15, 1671 there was a division of
the inheritance on Ryen in Heddal, after the late Gregar Halvorsen. His heirs were his widow, Gunne
Halvorsdatter, and their eight children. Landed property was: a) Nedre Ryen (5 barrels), b) Groven (4 Y2 barrels),
c) Sfndre Ryen (3 barrels), d) Arke (1 barrel), e) Skérdal (1/2 barrel), f) Dalen (1/2 barrel),g) Busnes (1/2 barrel),
g) Sf ndre Rui (1 1/2 barrel), for a total of 16 Y2 barrels of landed property.

As you can see, our ancestor Gregar Halvorsen was a very successful man in his day and had nearly twice the
property as his late father.

The property was distributed among the children and our ancestor Halvor Gregarsen, the fourth of the children,
received Nedre Ryen.

Our next ancestor, a second Halvor Ryen, inherited Stor Ryen which
amounted to about 6 barrels and farmed there for his lifetime. He also
acquired Lille (little) Ryen.

Halvor was married three times. He married Margitt Simonsdatter from
Sem in 1661 and they had one son, Johannes (1661-1 725) . Joh
first wife, who was the daughter of a priest, died. He then married a
second time. Johannes lived on Ryen and nearby farms and finally
settled on Rekjem, the birthplace of his second wife.

$ - o ._‘A-.‘l" .
Stor Ryen in Later Days

Halvor and his second wife, Gunhild Halvorsdatter, had two children: b) Margitt [1668-1693) and c) Gregar
[1670-1719] (our ancestor). Finally, Halvor and his third wife Thone Kittelsdatter had four children.
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On September 22, 1687 there was a division of an inheritance on Ryen in Heddal to settle the estate of the late
Halvor Gregarsen Ryen. His heirs included his widow, Thone Kittelsdatter, and the children of his three marriages.
The division of inheritance continued on December 6, 1687. Landed property was: a) Nedre Ryen (3 barrels), b)
Lille Ryen (3 barrels). Some of the property was sold to pay debts.

Halvor was buried on September 3, 1687 in Hitterdal Church. The burial record is below.

W O 5 L - - i 5
?h' (’/3 m; i SN S \ff-‘-,; //"‘; uw:' csré #} o é’a,‘ v &2 iu:r- o )
'@ - ~ -_.L il s sy .'7_‘?‘_4. vvdead, b CA ,‘J S e

3 Sept (1687): Burial for Gardsman Halvor Ryen, 53 years

His first son Johannes got his 2 % barrels of Nedre Ryen. The remaining 1 1/3 barrel of Nedre Ryen was
inherited by the other son, Gregar Halvorsen, our ancestor.

Gregar Halvorsen married Seveig Andersdatter in 1696 and together they had nine children. They remained on
Nedre Ryen the rest of their life.

Married 30 Sept 1696 (not shown) sl St T—Y/‘ hit
J g iR e

ks g{\
- \ Jeses ( Jgr. .’u
Gregar Ryen & Seveig Andersdatter i ?\:\ 0= \ -

\, - *f 4o 5 -
v K%
| 4]

Gregar Halvorsen was a very good farmer and businessman. He started out in 1703 with only 1 1/3 barrels of
Nedre Ryen but gradually accumulated more property until he had 7 1/4 barrels when he died in 1719. His name
is mentioned often in legal records mostly regarding the purchase and sale of landed properties.

Gregar died in 1719. In 1723, Gregar6s widow sold 4
siblings owned 2 % barrels. This eldest son Halvor Gregarsen Ryen remained on the Nedre Ryen farm as did
several generations of his descendants.

Our ancestor, Hans Gregarsen, was the seventh of the nine children and either leased or inherited the Moen
farm.

Hans Gregarsen married twice and had a ‘ & oitr: B o by =
i g /5 e o/ JQ "{ ’ >
total of 18 children. o ., /s o ESLE e G 7 //. J

| Brnes ~«Q,z// .

A ’ al <4
- . . . P o // P leag ey :
He married his first wife, Rgnnaug Yot St .'*;4; S 7 O g XS '~ Fe L i
1 i~ , A \ﬂ
Gudmundsdatter, in 1738. She was the < guce o ,r/,»,~ (/m 4//« Fod ”
Y+ A ad Y Z
daughter of Gudmund Ingebertsen of Rekaa (La Ll B 5 (;,;:‘5’ (M,W ///
and was our ancestor. A . et T

This is t_he first time the name Gudmund In Jesus Name 1738
appears in the Gudmundsen line. The name Cop. (Wed) 22 March
is used often in future generations using  Farmer Hans Gregarsen , bachelor First Marriage

different spellings; i.e. Gudmund, Guldmund, & Rennaug Gudmundsdatter
Gulmon, Gilman, etc. Witnesses: Halvor Grini, Thor Grini
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For the next 300 years the Gilman name is passed down the family chain; both as a first name and a family name.

During that period of time, Hans was married to Rf nnaug. They lived on the Ryen farm and later on the Rui farm
which was also owned by Ryen in those days. They had seven children, the fourth was our next ancestor
Gudmund Hansen.

Hans married his second wife, Helge Larsdatter,(1734-1823) in 1757. They had 11 children.

Hans lived on Ryen in 1739, Rui in 1744, and Moen under Ryen in 1754, and may have been the owner of the
Moen farm. By this time, much of the large farm holdings owned by his great-grandfather, Halvor Gregarsen Ryen,
had been dispersed. His older brother, Halvor, owned the Nedre Ryen holdings.

Hans died in 1781 and on February 23, 1781, there was a division of an inheritance, on the place Moen under the
farm Ryen in Heddal, of the late Hans Gregarsen. His debts exceeded his assets, his property was sold, and there
was nothing to inherit. His eldest son, Gregar Hansen, remained on Moen, probably with the blessings of his Uncle
Halvor Gregarsen owner of Nedre Ryen and Moen.

Meanwhile, our next ancestor, Gudmund Hansen, one of 18 children, was out to pasture with nothing to inherit.
After countless generations of wealthy ancestors, Gudmund became the first in our Gudmundsen-Lykken line
destined to be a tenant or cotter farmer.

*Y T *

Gudmund Hansen was the father of our great-great grandfather, Gudmund Gudmundsen (Sletta), the father of
Hans Gudmundsen Lykken.

He was born in 1744 on Rui and lived on Moen until his father died in 1781. In 1783 he was living on the Skogen
farm in Heddal probably, as a farm laborer or a cotter person. He and his family eventually ended up as cotter
people on the Tinne farm in Heddal near the current town of Notodden.

In 177 2, he married jste (Sste)
= i pscre Woisires 4 the cotter place, Kaasen under Sgndre Ylen in Heddal.
a/’:f 61" e e e X ‘” She was the daughter of Johannes Hansen and
ol OFE AN TN Ingeborge Jonsdatter. She was the second of five
Cop. (Wed) Gulmon Hansen & @ste children, all baptized in Heddal Stavkirken. Her
Johannesdtr. 24 October (1772) grandparents were Hans Nilsen and Gunhild

Hansdatter, also from the cotter place, Kaasa.

Gudmund and Aste had a total of six children but only three survived infancy. The first three were named Hans
and died young. The three surviving children are listed:

a) Johannes (1777), b) Hans 1782, c) Gudmund (1788) (Our Ancestor).
Johannes was born on Nedre Ryen and Hans on Skogen. It is not certain where our ancestor, Gudmund was born

since his baptism registration from the Heddal Stavkirke did not specify a farm. (See copy below.) Most likely he
was born on Skogen.

R lcu (711772);;_ 0% s
}f/f )/ (i 4/7 /t{i éaa ,/,,,‘,.,l Zf{ 9/,’ 9 f té”)m}w 55
& o /\%m/fﬂ 955'#‘( ﬁ %@M .

28 Dec (1788) Baptized: Gulmon Parents: Gulmon Hansen og Aste Johannesdatter Sponsors: Marget
Johannesdattter, Ingeborg Johannesdatter, Anslaug Olsdatter, Sermon Haraldsen, Ingebret Hansen

His birth registration shows that he and his father
records said Gudmund.
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The family moved to Tinne sometime before the 1801 census.
Tinne was quite a large farm. There were a total of 46 people
including the two owners and their families and six cotter families
(husmand med jord), each having some land of their own for a
home, a garden, and for raising their farm animals. Tinne has
since been subdivided into three farms. A more recent photo of
the major Tinne farm is shown to the left.

The portion of the 1801 Hitterdal census for the Tinne farm
pertaining to the Hansen family is given below:

-

Tinne in Later Days

Forenamn Etternamn Hushaldstatus  Alder Gift (Marriage) Profession Sex
1061Guldmund Hans Huusbonde 55 Gift 1ste gg = Huusmand megbrd M
1062Aaste Johansd Hanskone 52 Gift 1ste gg K
1063Guldmund Guldmunds Deressgn 13 Ugift M
1064Johanes Guldmundsen Huusbonde 24 Gift 1ste gg Huusmamed jord M
1065Bergith Olsd Hanskone 25 Giftlste gg K
1066Aaste Johansdtr Deresdatter 2 K

Note: Hans kone = His wife, Dere gn/datter =Their son/daughter, Gift 1ste gg = Married 1% time

The census shows that Gudmund (now spelled Guldmund) is 13 and living with his parents. Also living on Tinne
is his older brother Johanes, his wife and two-year-old daughter.

4 Gudmund Gudmundsen [1788-1872]

Gudmund (Gulmon) Gudmundsen was born on December 28, 1788 in the Heddal Parish of Telemark. He was
probably born on the Skogen farm where his family was known to be living in 1783 when Gudmund was five years
old. Not much is known about his activities as a young lad except that in 1801 at age 13 he was living with his
parents who were cotter people with land on Tinne. Tinne is located just south of the town of Notodden.
Undoubtedly, he worked as a farm hand on Tinne and other farms until 1814, when he is next documented as
living on Angard in Sauherad, but being from a place on Tinne. Although he had no formal schooling, he liked to
guote poetry. He may have had some education at the Heddal Church.

It is important to confirm that our Gudmund Gudmundsen is a descendant of the Ryen farmers previously
discussed. There were many Norwegians with the same names and one has to be certain that the Gudmund
Hansen mention in the Hitterdals-Bo k eswttery of Ryen is really our Gudmundos

To achieve this, the author employed a professional genealogist in Norway familiar with the history of Telemark
and with access to all applicable historical documents. The genealogist, Mr. Jens Petter Nielsen from Drammen
just 40 miles east of Heddal, researched the issue and confirmed that there is connection between our Gudmund
and the Ryen line. He supplied the following proof:

a) Church records show that Hans Gregarsen Ryen and Gregar Hansen Moen were sponsors to some children
of Gudmund Han®mansdattend Ust e

b) In 1781, Gudmund Hansen was called out as an heir after the death of his father Hans Gregarsen.

¢) In 1783, Gudmund Hansen on Skogen was called out as an heir during the disposition of his Aunt Gunne
Gregarsdatterds estate. Gunne was an unmaudmungHbnsdnaught e
was living on Skogen at that time. This is further confirmed by the birth records of second living child, Hans
who was born on Skogen.

d Church and other records show that the Gudmund Hansen
our Gudmund Gudmundsen.

This confirms that Gudmund Hansen is the son of Hans Gregarsen Moen, formerly of Nedre Ryen. This also
confirms that our Gudmund Gudmundsen, and we his descendants, are descendants from the famed Ryen family

in Heddal. The story on our great-great-grandfather Gulmon continues the next section: The Saga of Gudmund
and Gunhild.
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6.1.7. The Saga of Gudmund and Gunhild

Gudmund from the Heddal

Gudmundbés ancestry, which also starts owmtotwidhishaeaeBhbayvd
previous section. His Gudmunsen line starts in the 12" century with the Ryen family and the Heddal Stave Church
and ends with him, our great-great-grandfather, Gudmund Gudmundsen.

Gudmund was born and raised in the Heddal parish of Telemark and came to Angard on, or before, 1814. Little is
known about his youth except that his family attended the famous Heddal church and, in spite of the fact that he had
some rich and famous ancestors, his parents were cotter people. He came to Angard as a farm hand.

Stories from the Telemark community today tell that Gudmund was a very charismatic, intellectual and athletic person.

He was also known as a poet and given credit as the probable author of some poems. Sauherad Bygdeboken tells:

fiGudmund wrote poetry. He was probably the man behind the ballad fEg gjete Tulla | femten ar. bt 6 s possi bl e
he rewrote a Swedish ballad and adapted it to local conditions. This is probably the case for the well known ballad

i Ma rHg iutk s e 0 .

Mr. Darrell Johnson, Telelaget genealogist, contacted Birger Kirkeby, author of Sauherad Bygdeboken, on my behalf

and requested more information on Gudmund and his poems. Mr. Kirkeby advised that a very old man had told him

about Gudmund many years ago when the book was first written. He said that Gudmund left nothing behind and has

nothing recorded. What is told about him is local tradition which is stories passed down. Before newspapers, radio,

TV, etc. people sat around campfires and fireplaces and told stories,quot ed poems and the |ike.
were often told as oral tradition, but have disappeared over the years.

Mr. Nils Angard, the present owner of Angard, and Ms. Ingebjgrg Sperre, a historian from Notodden in the Heddal
area, also assisted in further researching the poems that were possibly attributed to Gudmund. It was concluded that,
although local traditions seem to give Gudmund credit for these famous poems, he more than likely took these two
poems and adapted them to the conditions in Sauherad during his time. At the same time there is no evidence that
he claimed to be the author of such poems but rather liked to quote poetry. Probably he wrote some poems and
modified some others to the familiarity of the locals, or to express some of his feelings. In any case, he was artistic
and still remembered for his poetry.

Going back to the poem fAAiEg gjete Tulla | femten -ro (I w
copy. Historians say it was probably an old Viking rhyme since the Norwegian source is in very old Norse.

A translation in English is given below. Of course it does not rhyme in English, but it is still a catchy refrain.

AEg gjbtte Tull a i femten Ur o:

| fed Tulla for fifteen years,
| looked well after Tulla,
| gave away both lambs and sheep,
But I still had Tulla.

Refrain: Oh hey, oh ho!
They got to go!
| 6d rather keep my Tull a
Cause she has got such curly wool

| took Tulla over to a hill,
There was so little grass there,
| went and called on my Tulla,
Andlooked for more grass.

And then the scrub showed up,
| got a buyer for Tulla,
And the negotiation was not long,
And the money wasnét much.
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The ballad fiMargit Hjukseo0 is about a man who matemante d

farmer, issues with which Gudmund could readily identify.

ab

It is known that Gu d mu n d égsandflather, svas vesyoskilledHia wvasous caftsy inclgding a t

woodworking and making wooden pipes, spoons, ladles, etc. He also was as a silversmith, a watchmaker and
provided medical care to humans and animals. Probably Hans learned some of these crafts from his father who also
used these skills to augment his living.

In 1814 the 26-year-old Gudmund married 22-year-old Gunhild Larsdatter Angard in Sauherad Parish of Telemark,
about 20 miles south of Heddal. Gundmund was working as a farm hand on the Angard farm when he and Gunhild
developed a relationship and were married on 12 April 1814 at Sauherad Church.

Gudmund and Gunhild meet on Angard

The Saga of Gudmund and Gunhild starts out much like a typical Hollywood love story. The debonair, young lady
from the best of families gives up fame and fortune to marry her true love, the handsome, charming, young man from
the working class. In the movies the boy gets the girl, they fade off into the sunset and live happily ever after. So
much for the movies. How about Gudmund and Gunhild?

Gunhild grew up on the Angard estate. Her father was a large landowner who descended from royalty and nobility
and was from a family of high social standing. Her mother was a Klevar from a family even wealthier and more
influential. Her parentdés wedding was held on Kl evar
employees. Theyhad horses, which was a luxury for any far me
eight years old. There is no doubt that she was expected to carry on the family traditions and marry someone of her
social status, a chain that had not been broken for over a 1000 years.

Along came Gudmund, a farm hand on Angard. Gudmund came from good Hitterdal stock, but his family are now
cotter people. Gudmund had no opportunity to own land or become more than a farm worker. He was handsome and
charismatic. He was athletic and liked to quote poetry. He was a good worker and a favorite of the Angards. Gunhild
made her decision and married Gudmund in 1814 at Sauherad Church.

Their marriage was surely a shock to the prestigious Klevar and Angard families. They admired Gudmund but he was

und e

a farm worker. Gunhildbés father had passed away in 1803;

unknown causes. The Angards were good people, they accepted the marriage and gave the couple their blessing
and support.

The story passed down through the years is that even though Gunhild came from a wealthy family, she did not receive
an inheritance because she married below her class. Ther e a | story canoét be known,
missing. Her father had died and surely the marriage was a shock and disappointment to her mother, a Klevar with a
rich family tradition. What is known for certain is that Gunhild and her husband Gudmund were the first Klevar line
couple in 25 generations, since King Harald | Farirhair, to become cotter people and to live and die in poverty. It

sin

seemed that the measure of security in those times was t

inherit any. In any case, Gunhild, Gudmund and their children retained a close relationship with the Angard family
throughout the years, so probably things worked out as well as they could.

Gunhild and Gudmund enjoyed a long life together; they had seven children, including our great-grandfather, Hans
Gudmundsen Lykken. They never owned landed property nor had the status of landowners. Instead of living in manor
house on the lake, they lived on a cotter place in the forest away from her friends and family. Instead of having
servants, they were servants. Instead of sitting in the reserved pews in the church, they sat in the balcony with the
working class. Instead of taking the family name for the farm they owned, they took names of the cotter places where
they resided. Their children grew up, most of them left the area, and several immigrated to America.

The fairy tale story about the rich and famous is over. The story now unfolds to real people with real problems whose
families eventually needed to leave Telemark and find a new home in America.

Gudmund and Gunhild were the last of the generations that were forced to accept their lot in life without the
opportunity to do something about it.
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Where They Lived in Sauherad

Gudmund and Gunhild spent the remainder of their sﬂ“ +| Angard ‘! N S
days on the Lia, Holte and Sletta farms and places in it 2 '\ 4]

the Sauherad Commune. The map shows the | Bolager

location of their homes, Sauherad Church and the —

other principal farms of their families. The area ’:G {34

shown is located about 15 km south of Notodden as =Y i

illustrated in previous maps. ‘ Lykkja |
JJRERGH

Gunhild was born on Angard, and she and Gudmund £

always maintained a close relationship with the et =
Angard family and lived close by. '

Sauherad
Some of their children lived on the other noted farms: Cf‘F”‘j‘h :
Hans on Lykkja, Tone on Bolager, and Aaste on S R < /L Tveiten [ .
Tveiten. DDATAAS Karidals - STATENS RANT A i) 3 "

Gudmundsen Line Places in Sauherad

Early Life on Lia

In the spring of 1814 Gunhild and Gudmund settled on the Lia cotter place owned by the Angard family. Lia is
located in the forest a few kilometers north and east of Angard.

Lia on Angard

This winter photograph of Lia was taken in the mid-1900s. The house was replaced in the early 20" Century but the remaining
buildings are as they were when Gudmund Gudmundsen and family lived there. The Gudmundsen house was probably a smaller,
one story building, according to Nils Angard, who donated the photograph. Hans G. Lykken was born on Lia in 1820.



The area was cleared in 1750 and was about the size of a football field. The
family had a house, a barn, a Stoddard, some fruit trees and some land for a
garden, pastures, and growing grain crops mainly to feed the animals.

Lia is now overgrown by the Norway pine trees that Mr. Angard had planted to
preserve the forest area. The farm buildings were destroyed by fire but the

foundation of the house remains. Some evidence of the old fruit trees can still
be seen. A Fireplace Brick from Lia

The Angard home and tillable land were located on the eastern shore of Heddal Lake as shown on the map. The
Angards also owned forest land north and east of their home. They had a sawmill on the Hjukse River and sent logs
via water to Skein. They had a plant in the same area to make bricks. In 1815 they had three cotter places in the
forest where workers for their forest and brick businesses lived. There were 18 people, including family and servants,
living on Angard. There were also two small single family placesd one called Liad where Gudmund and Gunhild
lived. Years later, they cleared three more cotter places and in 1865 Angard had a total of 46 cotter people and in
1900 there were 64 people.

It is not known what work Gudmund did while living on Lia. Most likely he was involved in the forestry business during
the winter months and helped on the farm during harvest times. Perhaps they were given a place to live, some farm
animals, and some patrticipation in the business as part of the inheritance. They owned no landed property.

They lived on the income received from working on Angard and from selling some crops, eggs, cheese, hides and
other commodities from their animals. They made most of their own clothes and purchased as little as possible.

The coupleds first child Tone was born in September
Halvorsdatter Klevar. The family remained on Lia for about seven years where three more children were born: Aaste
(1815), Anne (1817) and our great-grandfather Hans (1820).

In 1823 the family moved to Holte as share croppers. Surely they believed that if things went well they would
eventually have a farm of their own, a common dream of nearly all rural people in Norway in those days.

But before going to their life on Holte, some information about life in Sauherad during the early 19t century should
be of interest.

19t Century Life in Sauherad
Local Cultures

Nearly everyone in Sauherad lived on farms. Some farms like Klever had been part of large estates originally owned
by nobles and passed down through the generations to the current owners. The larger farms had multiple families
living on cotter places, providing labor to operate the main farms and a living for those who did not have land. The
larger farms in the Hjuksbg area of Sauherad where our ancestors lived include Angard, Kalford, Haugholt,
Sudgarden, Jgnsi, Hjukse, Rgstet, and Gathaug. The Klevar and Lindheim farms are located a few km to the south.
The majority of the people made their living from these few farms.

There was definite social stratification; everyone
Sauherad, other than farming, was logging or the brickyards. Therefore, a continued life on the farm was the only
hope for an existence. As the 19 century unfolded and the population exploded, the promise of free land in the
Americas spirited the eventual emigration of the rural people. Eventually, all of our cotter ancestors left the area and
only those relatives who owned farms remained.

Transportation

Owning a horse in the days of our Telemark ancestors was considered a luxury. A farmer with a horse was like a
farmerinthe1 9506s driving a Cadillac. Furthermore, there
Lake and a boat to Skein via Norsjg.. As such, most of our ancestors walked, took a rowboat, or in the winter, used
skis. Sauherad Church was probably the furthest from home most of the people ever went. The church is located 7
km from Angard and Lykkja and about 10 km from Lia.
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Schools

There were no public schools in the Sauherad Commune until the
later part of the 19t century. Before that time teachers would travel
periodically to the larger farms like Klevar and Angard where the
children of the farm and nearby cotter places would be gathered
in the farm houses and given training in the basics of reading,
writing and arithmetic.

Most people in the 18t century were illiterate and depended on
the Sauherad priest or the few educated people to assist them in
transactions. Many documents were signed with only initials or a
seal as was seen with the Klevars. Our Lykken folks immigrated

in 1873 and were all literate. Hjukesbg School

After the education | aw was passed in the 18606s, the Hj

is much like the one room country schools many of us attended. It is now kept as a museum.

The Sauherad Church

Sauherad Kirken served the Sauherad Commune. All our ancestors were required to belong to this church and were
consequently of the Lutheran faith. Sauherad church records can be obtained through the LDS. This data includes
births and baptisms, confirmation, marriages, deaths and burials, and records of people entering or leaving the
commune. The Sauherad church records are an excellent source of information for our ancestors in the area during
these times.

Sauherad Church

Sauherad Church is a stone |l ong church built in the
under the apparent wooden structure.

The Church is famous for a fresco in the chancel which was uncovered during restoration in 1953. The fresco, known
as "The Thousand Demons," depicts a myriad of fantastic devil faces, which date back to the pagan times. On the
arch of the church you can see post-Reformation artwork probably painted by church painter Lauritz
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Pettersen in 1706-08. The church alter is from 1663. The galley was enlarged in 1830 to accommodate more of the
church members for communion. erad church is surrounded by the church cemetery where many of our ancestors
are buried. Graves for our very early ancestors have long since vanished, as well as the graves of our cotter ancestors.
Many of the tombstones in the cemetery today are for the farm families who remained in Sauherad, such as the
Angards, Bolagers, Klevars, and Lgkkas. Some have multiple names on tombstones that have been shared by many
generations of the family.

The interior of the church has the box seats that were purchased by the farm owners for their families to sit. Our cotter
families sat in the balcony.

Interior of Sauherad Church 1663 Alter in Sauherad

Back to Gudmund and Gunhild - Life on Holte

In 1822 the Gudmundsen family moved from Lia to the Holte farm, about five kilometers south of Angard and also
closer to the Sauherad Church. Holte is about the size of Angard, and Gudmund was a lottbakar (sharecropper) on
that farm.

Gudmund did not have the resources to purchase a farm but got this opportunity to take over Holte, or at least part
of it, by renting the farm and giving the owner rent in terms of a share of the crops logs, and products of the farm.

They hoped that this venture would be profitable and that
some day they wouldown a farm. The move also allowed
them to bring their growing family from the Lia wilderness
farm to Holte where they may have had more opportunity
for school, to make friends with other children, and be
closer to the church.

The family remained on Holte about 10 years and returned
to Lia in about 1833. During this time two more children
were born: Lars in 1823 and Jon in 1826. During the period
on Holte, the older children, Tone (8-18), Aaste (7-17),
Anne (4-14) and Hans (2-12) grew up to be helpful on the 52
farm. Gudmund may also have had cotter people to help. A Winter Scene on Holte
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Why the family abandoned Holte and returned to Lia is not known. What is known is that there was a period of crop
failures in Norway during that ti me. I'n any case, Gudmun

vanished and they returned to the Lia cotter farm, once again guests of the Angards. They had given it their best shot
and surely the family was better for it in the long run.

Back on Lia Again

In 1833 they returned to the life of cotter people on Lia, bringing along the four youngest children: Anne (14), Hans
(12), Lars (10), and Jon (7). In 1834 Gunhild gave birth to their last child, a daughter Bergit. The older girls, Tone and
Aaste had left to work on Angard as servants and dairy maids, with Anne soon to follow. Tone married in 1834. One
can assume that life on Lia was about the same as before. Gudmund worked in the forestry business cutting and
shipping logs down the waters or working at the saw mill. They went to school a few weeks in the summer about 4
km away at the Angard farm. They traveled 10 km to Sauherad church for confirmation classes and occasional
services. The family would either walk, ski, or more likely, go to Angard and borrow a boat or a horse. The children
of the family worked on Angard during harvest and as needed. When doing so, the girls would sleep in the loft of the
Aistabbordod shown on Angard or on the summer farm in the

The family stayed on Lia for about five years, and in 1838, moved a place called Hyttebakk-Sletta, later called Sletta.

Gudmund was now 50 and getting too old for the hard work in the forest and the older children had left. Gudmund
and Gunhold moved to Sletta with the three younger children Lars (15), Jon (14) and Bergit (4).

Life on Hyttebakk-Sletta-The End of an Eral

Hyttebakk in Norse means a fAcabi |'
flat ar e a -Stettalvas & smhbllafletkarea in a remote area :
located in the wilderness about a mile or so east of Angard. A picture
of Sletta and a remaining cabin is shown to the left. In the foreground
is flat area for the animals, garden, barn etc. Sletta was owned by
Haugholt, a neighboring farm to Angard. After Gudmund retired in 1838,
Angard needed Lia for working folks so the Gudmundsen family moved
to Sletta as guests of their friends on Haugholt. Since the place was
quite remote and probably abondoned, they probably lived there at little
or no cost.

Sletta Cotter Place i Old Cabin is seen in Back

Interestingly, when Lars and Jon were confirmed at Sauherad Church in
1838 and 1840, they used the names Lars and Jon Gudmundsen Hyttebakk.
However, when Bergit was confirmed in 1848 she was Bergit
Gudmundsdattter Sletta. They used the name, Sletta, thereafter, which
seems | ike a much better family name t'I

Gudmund and Gunhild grew old on Sletta and often had family living with

them. Their youngest daughter Brigit lived with them on Sletta until she

married in 1858. Their second daughter Anne and her husband lived with

them between 1857 and 1860. Two of Anne
It was often hard for young couples to find a place to live so Gudmund and

Gunhild graciously took them in until they could find a cotter place of their

own.

They seemed to have |ived alone during
leisurely life of retirement that they well deserved. The 1865 census reports

the 79 and 75-year-old couple had one cow, two sheep, three goats and

raised some barley, oats, and potatoes for their own use. Finding a way to

survive was a way of life. They were artistic people and worked on their

crafts. The photograph to the left was taken shortly before Gudmund died in

1872.The photograph was brought to America by their son, Hans, and sent

back to Sauherad for the bygdeboken nearly 100 years later. It is one of the

oldest pictures in Sauherad Bygdeboken.

Gudmund and Gunhild
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Gudmund wrote, or at least was known for, his poetry. Sauherad Bygdebgkenwr i t e sheré viege 50 nfany copies

after (by) Gulmon Sletta. 6 Unf ortunately, no copies of his poems have
In 1871 Gudmund was 82 and Gunhild 79. They were getting too old to care for themselves so their grandson and
granddaughter, Ole and Gunhild LBkka (Lykken), moved to S
first son, Ole Hansen, had married his first cousin, Gunhild, in 1867. Gunhild was the daughte r of t he Gud mun
first daughter, Tone, so the young couple had common grandparents. Ole and Gunhild Lgkka and their two children,

Hans and Tone, remained on Sletta to care for their grandmother, Gunhild, after Gudmund died. They had a third

child, Lars, born on Sletta the fall of 1872. In April 1873 the Lgkka family joined his parents Hans and Kari Lgkka and

his siblings, Ingrid, Hans, Lars, and Ole Gulmon, and immigrated to Ameica.

Gudmund Gudmundsen Sletta passed away on Sletta on 17 May 1872 at age 83% and was buried in Sauherad
churchyard. A daughter Aaste and her family had left for America just one month earlier taking a nephew Gulmon
Hansen (Gilman Lykken) with them.

Gunhild left Sletta and lived with her daughters, Tone on Bolager and Anne on Natten, until she died in 1887 at age

95. She was buried in Sauherad beside her husband. Their gravesites are no longer identifiable. Sletta was vacated
in 1873 after Gunhild left.

The Children of Gunhild and Gudmund
There were seven Gudmundsen children. At least three came to America and some settled in Telemark. When family
visits Telemark and wanders about, they can take some comfort in knowing that there may be thousands of relatives

to rub elbows with (but not know, who or where).

Tone Gudmundsdatter Angard (1814)

Tone was born on Lia and was christened at Sauherad on October 9, 1814. She grew up on Lia and Holte and used
the Angard name when she married in 1834. She was likely working and living on the Angard farm prior to her
marriage at age 20. Girls would begin working about age 14 as domestic servants or dairy maids where they would
spend the summer months with the women and girls tending the cattle and sheep, making butter and cheese, and
spinning wool.

Tone married well. Her husband was Lars
Svennungsen Bolager, the son of the owner of
the large Bolager (Bolédkeren) farm directly across
Heddal (Hitterdal) Lake
had been a farmer in Heddal before coming to
Bolager. Lars was the eldest son and later took
over Bolager; the farm is still in the family to this
day. They had five children and named the first, a
son, after her father Gudmund and the second
after her mother Gunhild. The others were

Anne, Bergit and Olav. As previously mentioned,
Gunhild married Ole Hansen Lykken and
immigrated to America in 1873. Some others in
the family were believed to have immigrated also. Bolager Farm on Heddal Lake

The picture to the left is taken on Bolager and includes a
cousin, Oddvar Bolager, between the author and his
daughter, Karla. Oddvar lives next to the first Bolager farm;
he is a farmer. Oddvar has a brother living in Skein named
Asbj sr n wh o s sistedthd agithohia someaaseas
of family research.

In 1966 the author, his wife and his mother visited a distant

cousin Anlaug Lgkka and her brother on the Nord Lgkka

Cousin Oddvar Bolager (center) farm. She was a granddaughter of Tone and Lars and was

correspondi ng auntlLbcy tykken Flaat.t hor 6 s
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Since all the discussions were in Norwegian we mistakenly
believed that Nord Lgkka was the birthplace of my
grandfather Lars Lykken. As it turned out, Anlaug was in fact
a distant cousin, but she lived on a totally different Lgkka
(Lykkja) farm. In any case, it was a very memorable and
delightful visit. Anlaug presented us with a small Telemark
tapestry that she had woven. Please see the tapestry to the

right.

Aaste Gudmundsdatter Angard (1815)

Woven by a Cousin on Nord Lgkka

First to America! Aaste was also born on Lia and like Tone grew up on Lia and Holte. She also worked on Angard
and used the family named Angard when she married in about 1843 at age 28. She married well to Ole Olesen who
owned the nearby Tveit farm. They had five children born between 1844 and 1859: Ole, Gudmund, Kjersti, Gunhild,

and Tone; all with familiar names.

In 1872 they sold Tveit and left the fatherland and journeyed across the seas
to the promised lands of America. They settled on a small farm near
Farmington, Minnesota. He retained the name Ole Oleson Tveit and later

Twedt.

This bit of history is important to the Lykken clan because it was the Aaste and
Ole Oleson family who first brought the 18-year-old Guldmund (Gulmon)
Hansen Lykken with them in 1872 and then the Hans Gudmundsen Lykken
family to America in 1873 and gave them a start in America.

Ole Oleson Twedt died in 1882 at 70 years and Aaste died in 1907 at age 92.
They are both buried in Highview Christiana Church Cemetary in Eureka
Township. There are numerous Twedt families in that area of Minnesota and
a number of them are descendents from the Oleson/Twedt clan.

Please see Section 8.4.for more about Aaste and her family in Minnesota.

Anne Gudmundsdatter Angard

Ole Oleson and Aaste

The third daughter, Anne, was born on Lia in 1818. She was only four when the family moved to Holte and 14 when
they went back to Lia, so she essentially grew up on Holte. In her teens she likely helped her family with the chores
and small children and worked on other farms including Angard.

Anne and Aaste in Skein

Hans Guldmundsen Lykken

Anne married Hans Hansson from Baaken in Siljan in 1851 at age 33 and they
settled on Dragkasa where their first daughter Gunhild was born. A second
daughter, Birgit, was born in 1854 on Huset u. Klaford. They moved to Sletta in
about 1856 and had two more daughters, Tone (1857) and Anne (1859). In 1865
the family was living as cotter people with land on Natten owned by Sudgarden, a
neighboring farm to Angard.

Anne and Hans were sponsors at the christening of Ole and Gunhild (Lgkka)
Slettads third child, Lar s.

It is believed that Anne and her family joined Aaste and her family in Minnesota.
The photo of the two was taken in Skein where they may have boarded a ship for
America. There is no information on the family in Minnesota or what name they
took in America.

Hans is our great-grandfather and a complete section is dedicated to him, his wife Kari and their family.
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Lars Gudmundsen

Lars was the first of two sons born on Holte. He arrived in 1823 so he was about 10 when they returned to Lia. He
then attended school on the Angard farm and walked about three miles each way. He was confirmed in 1838 using
the name Lars Gudmundsen Hyttebakk, which was the place called Hyttebbakk-Sletta where he lived. As a young
man, he worked on farms and in the forests.

In 1852 he married Anne Helene Andersdatter from the Hedrum farm in Vestfold County.

In the 1865 and 1875 census, Lars and Anne Helene lived with their family in Skein where Lars was employed as a
ship builder. They had seven children: Carl Anton, Gunhild, Gudmund, Maren, Theodor, Anne and Thora, born
between 1849 and 1866 and a granddaughter born in 1874.

Lars immigrated to America in 1887. His brother, Hans, who had immigrated in 1873, returned to Norway and brought
him back to Dakota. Larsworked on Hans6 farm that fall for a daily
heard of in Norway. Lars later homesteaded on a farm near Cavalier, North Dakota. It is not known if any family joined
him in Dakota. According to the 1900 census, Lars was a widower and living alone on his farm. He also died in;;
1900 and was buried at the Hitterdal Lutheran Church in Milton, ND i Ole Lykken& family church.

Jon Gudmundsen

Jon was also born on Holte. He was born in 1826 and was confirmed in Sauherad in 1840, using the name Jon
Gudmundsen Hyttebakk. In 1850, when Jon was 24, he left the Sauherad Commune and went to Gjerpen, another
commune in Telemark. Jon does not appear in the Norway 1865 census. He probably immigrated to USA or Canada.
His brother Hans does not mention visiting him in Norway in 1887.

Bergit Gudmundsdatter

(by Amber Walters)

This section on Bergit Gumundsdatter was prepared by Amber Walters of Andover MN, a descendant of
Bergit. The author appreciates Amber& wonderful contribution to her family& history and her willingness
to include it in this family document.

Berqgit Gudmundsdatter

Bergit, the seventh and last of the Gudmundsen children,
was born in Lia in 1834 after the family returned from
Holte. In 1848 she lived on Sletta with her parents and was
confirmed at Sauherad Church. At age 24 she married John
Larsen, son of a cotter person on Gvaesrud near Notodden
in Heddal. In the 1865 census, Bergit and John were cotter
people with land on Gvaesrud and had three

daughters. John’s father Lars Hansen was 73 and lived
with them. In the 1880’s several members of the family
worked at the paper mill there.

Paper mill inANotodden Telemark where Lars, Bergit, Margit, Aaste
Halle Lykken wrote that sometime in around 1890 the and John worked ca 1880

family stopped at his grandfather Hans Gudmundsen

Lykken’s farm in North Dakota. Halle did not know what name they were using in the America but the

father used John Gvaesrud in Norway. He mentioned that they had two children with them. Probably

they had been to Farmington first to visit her sister Aaste. He thought that they settled in western North

Dakota and until 2020 that was all that was known of them after their immigration.
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. Bergit and John would have six
~ daughters: Anne, Gunhild, Tone, Aaste,
 Bergit and Little Anne and a son
.~ Lars. In 1892 Lars and Aaste were the
~  first to immigrate to Dakota Territory,
settling in and eventually purchasing land
in what would become Osford Township,
. North Dakota. Aaste was 26 and Lars
~ was 20. According to letters from the
time, Lars and Aaste sent money home
{11 to Norway to help pay for more family to
% join them. In one letter dated July 1892
Bergit requests “So we are writing to
you for help Lars and Aaste if you would
-~ be so kind and send a ticket to Little
. . Anne because we won'’t get so much back
John and Bergit Gvesrude after we pay the taxes.” She goes on to
ask them to borrow money from “old Ole or Lars” if they need to and to be assured they are good for the
debt. At 62 and 58 years old, John and Bergit arrived at Ellis Island with their youngest daughters
Bergit and Little Anne in Nov of 1892. A letter from Gunhild to
her mother Bergit in January 1893 indicates that she and her
husband intended to join them soon in North Dakota but that
emigration never occurred. In the same letter Gunhild says “greet
Hans and Kari from me” confirming that Bergit was in contact
with her pioneering family in the first months after her arrival.
Margit and Ole, Lars' fiancé and three year old son, arrived on
the ship Hekla at Ellis Island on May 31, 1895.

In June of 1894 John filed his Declaration of Naturalization
papers. At the time of his death just a few years later in 1901, he

s o2k < i
Hans and Bennie Gvesrude with Bergit ca 1906
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owned 160 acres on the south half of both the southeast and southwest quarters of section 28 in township
159 (later Osford). Bergit Gudmundsdatter Gvesrude died six years later in 1908. They are both
buried at Hitterdal Cemetery in Walsh County, just south of Osford Township. The Ole Hansen Lykken
family was charter members of the Hitterdal Church and he and many other Lykkens are buried there as

well. T

From correspondence at the time it appears that Lars had
been farming the property after his father’s death but
unfortunately a dispute arose over the estate after Bergit’s
death. A letter from Aaste reads “You must remember
when our old father and mother came here and worked
hard without any security or money. We helped them get
this land and gave them money to file it. We gave them
money to set up a little house and to buy everything they
needed in the house. We gave them clothing. Broke up some
fields for them. They barely had enough to live on. Bought them 2 cows. Drove them around and helped
them with anything they needed because they were old and worn out. If we hadn’t done all this for them,
we would be very sorrowful and ashamed. I don’t think you would have been able to help them. But you
are willing to take all after they are gone.” A Cavalier County Court document from February 17, 1910
shows Lars (for the first time using the last name Gvesrud) challenging his sisters for control of the
estate. Each of his six sisters is named and ordered to appear before the court. A document from Norway
indicates Anne, Tone and Gunhild accepted 368 Krone ($42) each in reimbursement from Lars in
exchange for allowing Lars to continue as administrator of the estate. In today’s dollars that would be
about $1254 paid to each sister. It is assumed that the other three sisters accepted a similar agreement
because by 1912 the property is listed as belonging to Lars.

Lars on the farm

In 1898 Lars and Margit had purchased the eastern half of the northwest
quarter and the west half of the northeast quarter of section 33 (160 acres) in
Osford Township. This property shared a border with John and Bergit
Gvesrude’s land. Their first home was made of sod. The mortgage, which
was in the name of Lars and Margit Johnson, was satisfied in 1907. Despite
taking over his parents land in 1910, by 1920 Lars, Margit and their 12
children (Ole, John, Louis, Bernt, Hans, Laura, Bergit, Theodore, Anne,
Lawrence, Myrtle, and Alma) had relocated to Hay township where they had
been reduced to renting. It was during this time that some of the children
were sent to live away from home temporarily, working as servants in other
people’s households. At least
John, Bennie and Bergit were
loaned out in this
way. Tragically, in 1925
¥ Bennie died of complications

Lars Guestude from a motorcycle accident. He
is buried in North Dovre Lutheran cemetery in Osnabrock,
ND, the same church where most of the Gvesrude children
were baptized.

N~

Lars and Margit with some of their children

‘ On the 1930
J census the family again owned their home in

e Osnabrock. With the children mostly grown, many of the
L3 Gvesrudes started to move to Duluth, MN in the 1930s.
- Only Ole, Theodore and John would remain in the area
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through World War II. During the war Ole and his mother Margit were still farming in Osnabrock and
their home served as an anchor point for the family. Grandchildren would spend summers there,
daughters with small children and husbands away at war
would temporarily relocate there. It was not technically the
“home farm” (and Lars was not usually living there), but
whatever place Ole (the eldest) and Margit were farming
felt as if it was. Any time the Gvesrude children were
“home” in Osnabrock they would be sure to make it to the
Saturday night dance in Milton. Around this time the
Gvesrude and Jerdine couples were close. They would go to
the Tele Laget meetings (an organization of descendants of
immigrants from Telemark Fylke in Norway) dressed in

bunad and travel together to nearby sights and attractions. Bergit Jerdine, Lars and Margit Gvesrude in Duluth,
MN in 1948

In 1945 Hans, who had survived the war, died under suspicious circumstances in Duluth. It is recorded (as
reported by family) in a 1987 history of Osnabrock that he is interred at North Dovre Cemetery however
the cemetery records do not reflect that. After raising one son in Cavalier county, John and his wife
relocated to Duluth as well joining Laura, Anne, Bergit, Louis, Lawrence and Alma. Even Ole would
eventually leave the area for Duluth before finally relocating to Moose Lake, MN in 1951. Only Ted
remained in Osnabrock his whole life. He and his wife are buried in Union Cemetery in

Osnabrock. Margit’s final resting place (1959) is also Osnabrock; she is interred at North Dovre near her
son Bennie. Lars died in Duluth in 1956 and is buried at Park Hill Cemetery there. Myrtle was the last
living Gvesrude child, she died in 1992, 100 years after her father arrived here.

Bergith, Minnie, Josie and Esther Smith in their boarding house in Fairdale,
ND ca 1910

The Lars and Margit Gvesrude Family B: Theodore, Bergit, Laura,
Louis, John, Ole; F: Anne, Lawrence, Margit, Lars, Myrtle, Alma;
Inset: Hans and Bernt

Aaste Johnsdatter married a man named Martin
Smith in 1895 and they had four daughters. They
lived and farmed in various places in Walsh,
Cavalier and Ramsey counties in North Dakota. In
1902 Martin died, leaving behind a pregnant widow
Aaste (now known as Esther). Having survived the
loss of her eldest daughter Bertha, and just two
years later becoming a young widow, Esther
relocated from Royal Township to Fairdale,

ND. She would raise her three surviving daughters

‘

Aaste Johnsdatter ca 1893

Aaste in mourning with her daughtérs
Minnie, Josie and Bergith in 1903
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on her own while running a boarding house there. Minnie, Josie and Bergith would often send letters and
cards to their cousin Ole Gvesrude in Osnabrock. During WWI (and a flu epidemic) Ole became very sick
with influenza and Minnie visited him at Camp Dodge military base in lowa where he was stationed.

During the Depression Esther’s girls would all relocate with their husbands to Minnesota. At least
through 1940, Esther continued to run her boarding house in Fairdale. In her later years she lived with
each of her daughters in turn. Her grandson Leslie would recount his memories of this time with her to
her grandchildren. Notably he recalled that she smoked a pipe, something she had in common with her
sister in law Margit. In January 1954 she celebrated her 88" birthday with a party in Fairdale, ND. She
was living in Minneapolis when she died the following month. She is buried in Park River, ND. Her
youngest daughter Bergith lived to be 90 years old, eventually living the furthest away from where her
mother originally settled. She died in Sacramento, CA in 1993, 101 years after her mother’s immigration
to America.

Esther’s 88" Birthday in 1954

B: Esther and Margit’s sister visiting
from Norway F: Margit and Bergit
Jerdine

Esthef in Minneapolis in 1952

Bergit Johnsdatter found a job at the Oriental Hotel in Grafton after her
arrival in 1892. She had only been working there a short time when it was
destroyed by fire. According to the Walsh County Record “The hired
help, who sleep on the first floor, escaped through the window, leaving
most of their clothing behind for the flames. There were seven
girls.” Bergit remembered to her children later that she was alone and
unable to speak English but that the people of Grafton took up a collection
~| for the girls who found themselves suddenly without work or
| money. They were each given $50 to start over.

In 1896 she married John Theodore Jerdine, an immigrant from Sweden.
John was established in the area having filed his homestead in 1889. He
had survived hard winters, crops freezing and prairie fires. By the time he
started courting Bergit he had acquired a nice horse and buggy. They
moved into a clay plastered, white washed sod home. A photograph from
1907 shows the family, with the nice buggy and four of their eventual seven children, in front of their
home which was still a sod structure.

Bergit and A-aste Johnsdatter ca 1893

By 1912 the Jerdine property (the NW quarter of sec 13, the SW quarter
of section 12 and the SW quarter of the SE quarter of section 12) would
be 380 acres. Bergit and John remained on their homestead all of their
lives. All of their children (Julia, Rudolph, Thilda, Johannah, John,
Melvin and Mabel) were baptized, confirmed and educated in

An assortment of Jerdines, Gvesrudes and Smiths at the Jerdine Home
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Osnabrock. Julia and Johannah would move with their husbands to the Grand Forks, ND area. Melvin and
John raised their families in Grants Pass, OR. Tillie and her husband farmed in Clearbrook, MN and
retired in Canon City, CO. Mabel attended Mayville State College, taught school in many different places
in North Dakota, and eventually ended up in the Grand Forks area as well. Only Rudolph would stay in
Osnabrock; he and his wife would raise three children there. In his later years, they would spend winters
in Grand Forks.

John and Bergit celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary before John’s death in 1948. Though
widowed, Bergit continued living on the farm, attending Tele Laget meetings and visiting family. In
1956, when she was 86, Bergit joined John at the cemetery of Highland Lutheran, the family’s lifelong
church. She died just one month before her little brother Lars. Bergit’s grandson (Rudolph’s son)
Melvin, a star on the Osnabrock high school basketball team, died in a car accident just one year later at
only 18; he is also buried at Highland. Rudolph Jardine, the eldest son, was born in January of 1900 and
he died in January of the year 2000. He was buried in Highland Cemetery less than 10 miles from Bergit
and John’s original homestead, 108 years after his mother’s arrival from Norway.

This photo is labeled affectionately “Aunty Jerdine”

The Jerdines celebrate their 50" Wedding
Anniversary 1946

Bergit Jerdine at her home
in 1952

Margit and Bergit at Park Point Beach on Lake
Superior in 1948

,A.I'_ A 1 ﬁ e
Margit Gvesrude and Bergit Jerdine in bunad in
1939

in Duluth ca 1948

Back: Mabel, John, Melvin, Rudolph, Tillie; front:
Julia, John, Bergit and Johanna Jerdine
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