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TERTIUS ORDO PENITENTIAE LETTER Nº 40









September 17, 2024





  The Feast of the Stigmata of our holy Father St. Francis
Dear Tertiaries and Aspirants,


For the feast of the Stigmata of our holy Father Saint Francis we send you some passages of the great son of Saint Francis in the twentieth century, Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, who, like Saint Francis, was given the grace to resemble Our Lord even to the point of bearing His wounds, the sacred stigmata. In these passages from his letters to his fellow Capuchins and spiritual fathers he recounts how he received them and the effect they had upon him. 

May these words encourage each of us to bear our own sufferings bravely in order to "fill up those things that are wanting in the sufferings of Christ for His body which is the Church" (Col 1:24). 









In Sancto Patre Dominico









   
Father Albert
N.B. We add another section of Fr. Lussiaa, as well as some photos.

NEWS
These past months have seen a lot of activity in the Third Order. 

April 21st Edward Lopez (Br. Alphonsus Mary) at St. Michael's chapel in Bakersfield, California entered novitiate.
May 5th Matthew Corrigan (Br. Michael) made profession at Christ the King Church at Ridgefield. Connecticut.
June 30th Rita DeVries (Sister Elisabeth) made profession in Our Lady Queen of Peace Church in Vernon B.C. and same day Juan Ramirez entered the novitiate in Saint Michael's Church in Bakersfield, California and received the name of Paul after the great Apostle who is the natural patron of our apostolic Order.
July 27th at Saint Catherine of Siena church in Weston, Massachusetts, William Matiasek (Brother William) made profession.

On August 4th, the feast of our holy Father Saint Dominic, in the Assumption Chapel at Saint Mary's Kansas during the retreat preached to tertiaries there were a large number of entries into the novitiate as well as a profession. The new novices and their religious names are :
Diego Azcuy from Fort Myers, Florida : Brother Luis Antonio (after St. Louis de Montfort and St. Anthony Marie Claret) ;

his wife Angelica : Sister Alphonsa (after Saint Alphonsus Liguori);

Brandon Maffit from Wichita, Kansas : Brother Reginald Thomas (after Saint Thomas Aquinas and Blessed Reginald, patron of Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange) ;

his wife Jacquelin : Sister Emmelia (after Saint Emmelia mother of Saints Basil and Gregory and baptismal patron of her daughter) ;

Rafael Rodriguez from Kansas City : Gregory (after Saint Gregory the Great, patron of sacred chant) ;

his wife Rose : Rose (after Saint Rose of Lima, her baptismal patron) ;

The newly professed is Mr. James Vogel, Brother Mary Ephrem, from Saint Mary's Kansas.

August 8th, Brentwood, California Jessica Preciado entered the novitiate and received the name of Sister Immaculata.
August 13th at the Queen of the Miraculous Medal Chapel in Bryant, Arkansas, Brian Walker (Brother Jerome Alan) made profession.

May God continue to bless these Dominican souls and grant them the grace of perseverance.
LETTERS OF PADRE PIO OF PIETRELCINA

N. 268 Padre Pio to Padre Agostino 





July 10, 1915

(...)
But we will never make any headway in virtue if we don’t apply ourselves to living in a holy and inalterable peace. The yoke of Jesus is easy and His burden is light, therefore let us not let the enemy insinuate himself in our heart to take away from us this peace.


Peace is the simplicity of the spirit, the serenity of the mind, the bond of love. Peace is the order, the harmony in all of us : it is a continual rejoicing that is born of a good conscience : it is the holy cheerfulness in the heart where God reigns. Peace is the way to perfection, more, in peace is found perfection, and the devil, who knows all this very well, does everything he can to make us lose peace.


Let us be vigilant to recognize the least symptom of trouble and as soon as we realize that we are falling into discouragement let us have recourse to God with filial confidence and a total abandon in Him.


All our troubles displease Jesus very, very much, since each such trouble is always accompanied by imperfection and always has its origin in egoism and self-love.


The soul must be sad about one thing alone, offending God, and even on this point one must be very cautious. We must regret our faults, yes, but with a peaceful sorrow, always confiding in divine mercy.


Let us avoid also a certain remorse and self-reproach which the most often comes from the enemy in order to disturb our peace in God.


If such remorse and reproach lowers us and makes us diligent in doing good, without taking away our confidence in God, let us firmly believe that it comes from God. But if it confounds us and renders us fearful, diffident, slow in doing good, let us believe for certain that it comes from the devil and, as such, let us cast it out and take refuge in trust in God.


Keeping thus our soul tranquil and in peace in every difficulty, we will profit much in the ways of God ; on the contrary, if we lose this peace, all our exercises for eternal life will end up with little or no fruit. (...)

N. 290 Padre Pio to Padre Agostino 





October 10, 1915

(...) In your resolute will to know or rather to receive a response to your questions, I cannot but recognize the express will of God, and with trembling hand and a heart overflowing with sorrow, ignoring the real cause, I am ready to obey you.


Your first question is that you want to know when Jesus began to favour His poor creature with His celestial visions. If I am not mistaken, these must have begun not long after novitiate 
.


The second question asks whether He granted the ineffable gift of the holy stigmata.


To this I must answer in the affirmative and the first time Jesus willed to grant him this His favour they were visible, especially in one hand 
, and because this soul remained very terrified by this phenomenon, she prayed the Lord to take away such a visible phenomenon. Since then they have not appeared again ; however, although the marks disappeared, the very acute pain that was felt did not disappear, especially in certain circumstances and in particular days.


The third and last question was if the Lord had made him experience, and how often His coronation of thorns and His flagellation.


The answer also to this other question must be again in the affirmative ; about the number I would not be able to determine it, all I can say about it is that this soul has suffered this for a number of years and almost once a week.


It appears to me that I have obeyed you, have I not ? (...)

N. 345 Padre Pio to Padre Benedetto 





August 1, 1916

(...) The needs of my soul, Father, have arrived at non plus ultra and I don’t know how to react. I am resigned, it is true, but this resignation being the effect of a continual and perennial effort that I continue to make, far from bringing calm and relief to the soul, increases the weight of the suffering more than ever.


Never as now have I felt the weight of this body of death ; never as now has come to me spontaneously the cry of cupio dissolvi 
. (...)


As well the war that I am going through with the enemy of our salvation is indescribable. The combat takes place truly directly between spirit and spirit. What agony, what terror for the poor soul ! The soul is not free a moment. The enemy wants simply to take the fortress, the little citadel. He attempts to make the soul prevaricate by representing to it these inventions which his sole maliciousness is capable of inventing. And during the continual resistance and the war that is continually being waged, it happens from time to time, in the most violent assaults, a turmoil which flows over also into the body and externally manifests itself in very abundant cold sweats, which are certainly not caused naturally, but rather by the combat that rages in the spirit, not respecting hot seasons and much less the cold. (...)

N. 348 Padre Benedetto to Padre Pio




        
August 17, 1916

(...) Darkness is a sign of the closeness of God. Moses found the Lord in the darkness of Sinai. The Hebrew people saw Him in the form of a cloud and He appeared in the temple as a cloud. Jesus Christ in the transfiguration was first visible and them made Himself invisible because of the luminous cloud. When God hides Himself in the darkness it signifies that He is increasing in your sight and from visible and intelligible He is transfigured into what is purely divine.


Let not the fight with the enemy frighten you ; the more God becomes intimate to the spirit and the more the adversary becomes interior. Be of good courage then.


With regard to darkness I already responded also to the fact that the darkness seems to become denser in you. These are not shadows, dear son, but light and light so strong and sublime that it dazzles the soul and stops it from thinking of God in the usual way, as it were, humanly. Thank the Lord if already in this life He disposes you to have a foretaste of that vision in which seeing nothing one sees everything.


Be certain also that the internal combats are not a danger to faithfulness, but an occasion of precious merits and which are called crown and palm. (...)

N. 500 Padre Pio to Padre Benedetto





August 21, 1918

(...) I was hearing the confessions of our boys at five in the afternoon 
, when suddenly I was filled with an extreme terror at the sight of a celestial person who presented himself to me before the eyes of my mind. He was holding in his hand a sort of implement, similar to a very long iron blade with a point well sharpened, and it seemed as if fire was coming out of the point.


See all this and watch the said person hurl with an entire violence the aforesaid implement was all one thing. With much difficulty I gave out a cry and I felt I was dying. I told the boy to leave because I was not well and didn’t have the strength to continue.


This martyrdom continued, without interruption, until the morning of the seventh. I don’t know how to express what I suffered during this so difficult [luttuoso] time. I saw the bowels themselves torn away and pulled out behind that implement. From that day on I am mortally wounded. I feel in the interior of my soul a wound that is always open, that makes me shake constantly.


Is this not a new punishment inflicted on me by the divine justice ? Judge yourself how much truth be contained in this and whether I do not have all the reasons to fear and to be in extreme anguish. (...)

N. 509 Padre Benedetto to Padre Pio





October 19, 1918

(...) My son, tell me everything and clearly, and not by hints. What is the operation of this person ? from where does the blood flow and how many times every day or every week ? What happened to your hands and feet and how ? I want to know in detail everything and by holy obedience. (...)

N. 510 Padre Pio to Padre Benedetto





October 22, 1918

(...) What shall I say with regard to that which you ask me about how my crucifixion happened ? My God, what confusion and humiliation I feel in having to manifest what you have done in this your miserable little creature !


It was the morning of the twentieth of last month, after the celebration of holy mass, when I was surprised by a repose, similar to a sweet sleep. All the internal and external senses, as well as the very faculties of the soul were in an indescribable quiet. During all this there was a total silence around me and in me ; suddenly a great peace fell and an abandonment to the complete privation of everything and a pause in the pain itself. All this happened in a flash.


And while all this was happening, I saw before me a mysterious person, similar to the one seen on the evening of August fifth, who was different only in this that his hands and feet and side were dripping with blood. 


The sight of him frightened me ; what I felt at that moment I cannot describe. I felt myself dying and I would have died if the Lord had not intervened to sustain my heart, which I felt jumping out of my chest.


The sight of this person vanished and I saw that my hands, feet and side were pierced and were dripping blood. Imagine the pain I felt then and that I continue to feel almost every day.


The wound in the heart constantly drips blood, especially from Thursday evening until Saturday. Dear Father, I am dying of the suffering of the pain and the subsequent confusion that I feel in the centre of my soul. I am afraid of dying for loss of blood, if the Lord does not hear the sighs of my poor heart and retire from me this operation. Will Jesus who is so good grant me this grace ?


Will He take away at least from me this confusion that I feel because of these external signs ? I will raise my voice loudly to Him and I will not desist from conjuring Him, that by His mercy He take from me not the torment, not the pain because I see that it is impossible and I feel that I want to be inebriated with pain, but these external signs that are for me the cause of a confusion and a humiliation indescribable and unbearable.


The person I meant to speak of in my precedent letter was none other than the same one of whom I spoke to you in another letter, whom I saw on August 5th. He continues his operation without ceasing, with a superlative torture to my soul. I feel in my interior a continual sound, like that of a waterfall, that continually spurts blood. My God ! The chastisement is just and your judgment is right, but finally have mercy on me. Domine, I will say to you with the prophet : Domine, ne in furore tuo arguas me, neque in ira tua corripias me 
 ! Dear Father, now that all my interior is known to you, do not disdain to send me a word of comfort, in the midst of such severe and hard bitterness.


I pray always for you, for the poor Father Agostino, for everyone.


Bless me always.










Your very affectionate son










Fra Pio
� –The year of novitiate : from January 1903 to January 1904


� – Cf. letter 44.


� – "I desire to be dissolved, i.e. to die." (Phil. 1:23)


� – On the fifth of August. 


� – “O Lord, rebuke me not in thy indignation, nor chastise me in thy wrath.” (Ps 6:2)





