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In its 26th edition, the Ismailia
Documentary Film Festival continues
to support cultural dialogue and provide
a platform to showcase diverse voices.
For this reason, we have selected 10
exceptional films produced over the
past year to compete in the official
feature documentary competition,
reflecting the profound impact and spirit
of cinema.

Despite the limited number of films,
the program highlights significant
diversity in style and form, including
expository, poetic, contemplative, and
interactive films. Each film stands out
for its unique visual and thematic
qualities, making each and every film
an experience on its own.

The festival is one of the most prestigious
events dedicated to documentary and
short films in Africa and the Arab world,
committed to amplifying Arab voices
and those from the Global South while
showcasing their creative journeys.
This year's program features three
films from Africa (Congo, Egypt,
Mozambique), two from Latin America
(Argentina, Cuba), two from Asia
(Lebanon, Palestine), two from Europe
(Germany, Switzerland), and one from
the United States, including three
Arabic-language films that enhance
the cultural representation of the region.

Marouan Omara
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Marouan Omara

Afilmmaker, curator, educator, and arts
administrator dedicated to promoting
Arab and African cinema. He has
contributed to organizations such as the
International Documentary Association,
Doha Film Institute, Hot Docs-Blue Ice
Film Fund, Rough Cut Lab Africa, and
the Arab Fund for Arts and Culture.
In 2019, his feature film DREAMAWAY
was named the best Egyptian film
released in cinemas by the Egyptian
Critics Association and was shortlisted
for an Egyptian Oscar nomination.
His works have been showcased at
renowned festivals, including Berlinale,
Busan, Cairo, Chicago, DOK Leipzig,
Rotterdam, Ji.hlava, BFI London, and
Yamagata, among others. His films are
distributed by Wide House (France),
Arsenal Institut (Berlin), Real Fiction
Film Distribution (Cologne), MAD
Solutions (MENA), and Tetraktys Films
(Cyprus). They are also accessible on
ART, Emirates Airways, and via VOD
platforms like Doc Alliance and OSN+.
Marouan co-founded «A Kiss in The
Desert,» a collective supporting emerging
Egyptian cinematic talent. Currently,
he is the Programmer Director of the
Short Film Competition at the Cairo
International Film Festival. Since 2012, he
has lectured at institutions including The
German University in Cairo, FilmArche
Berlin, The American University in Cairo,
and Jesuit Film School Cairo. He now
serves as Assistant Professor and Course
Director, leading the Film Production BA
program at Coventry University>s Cairo
campus, The Knowledge Hub (TKH).
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Mohamed Sherif Bushnaq

A digital designer and filmmaker. He
looks to his surroundings and exposes
himself to different media, cultures and
ideologies in order to produce work that
is of a hybrid nature, combining both
external and internal personal perspectives.
His filmography explores personal but
universal topics such as loss, alienation
and societal collapse.

Bushnag has directed several short films,
including «In These Tyring Times» which
was screened in Ismailia International
Film Festival (Egypt) and Africa in Motion
Film Festival (UK). Aside from directing,
he has also produced several short films,
including A Sweepstake Offer (Dir. Omar
Ali, screened in Zawya Short Film Festival
and Manassat Film Festival where it won
the Audience Award), Eighteen Twenty
Five (Dir. Bassant ElGarawani, screened
in Manassat Film Festival and Alexandria
International Short Film Festival where
it won the Golden Hypathia Award).

Bushnagq has also participated in reviewing
short film submissions as part of the
Pre-Selection Team for the 43rd edition
of the Cairo International Film Festival,
as well as joining A Kiss in the Desert
as a programmer for the curation of
two short film programs for Magamat,
which were screened in the 8th edition of
Manassat Film Festival, and most recently
served as a programmer in the Short
Film Competition of the 45" edition of
the Cairo International Film Festival.

Bushnag s currently working as a Teaching
Assistant at the German University in
Cairo in the Media Design department
and is pursuing a Masters degree in Film
and Interaction Design.
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Noureldin Ahmed

Aresearcher, film programmer, and
visual artist, based in Cairo, Egypt.
He is a member of the cinematic
collective A Kiss in the Desert.
He has worked as a programmer
and programme coordinator for
a number of cinematic events
including the Cairo International
Film Festival, 2021 and 2024;
Ismailia Film Festival, 2024 and
2025; Manassat Film Festival,
2024; and Magamat Short Film
Programmes, -2021present. Nour
holds an MPhilin Film and Screen
Studies from the University of
Cambridge.
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SalmaElsharnouby

A filmmaker based in Cairo. She
holds a BA in English Literature
from the University of Bristol and
has studied filmmaking at the Jesuit
Film School in Cairo. Her first short
documentary ‘Human Moments’
was screened at the Ismailia
International Film Festival 2022
and at local art collectives. Salma’s
most recent directorial project, a
short fiction film, is currently in
post-production. She has also
worked as a coordinator at Misr
International Films/The Dahshur
Workshops, as an assistant director,
and as a film programmer at the
Ismailia International Film Festival
2025.In addition, Salma holds an
Acting Diploma from the Royal
Central School of Speech and
Drama.
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Jean Maries Teno

Teno has been producing and
directing social issue films on the
colonial and post-colonial history
of Africa for over thirty five years
for international television broadcast
and theatrical release. His films
are noted for their personal and
original approach to issues of race,
cultural identity, African history
and contemporary politics. Teno’s
films have been honored at festivals
worldwide: Berlin, Toronto, Yamagata,
Cinéma du Réel, Visions du Réel,
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Liepzig,
San Francisco, and London. Many
have been broadcast in Europe
and featured in festivals across
the United States. Teno has been
a guest of the Flaherty Seminar,
an artist in residence and has
lectured in many universities. Since
2017, he is member of the Oscar
Academy for the Documentary
branch.
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Rodrigo Brum

A film producer and programmer
based in Egypt. He is the co-founder
of A Kiss in the Desert, a Cairo-
based collective dedicated to
supporting emerging filmmakers,
and, since 2024, has served as the
Director of the Cairo Film Connection
at the Cairo International Film.

Festival. His academic and professional
endeavors are deeply informed by
his focus on production models
and pedagogical approaches rooted
in the realities of the Global South.

Rodrigo is a faculty member in the
Film Program at the American
University in Cairo and a Ph.D.
researcher at the University of
Amsterdam.
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Nadine Salib

An Egyptian filmmaker with more
than sixteen years of experience
in the field of cinema and film
studies. Since earning her Cinema
degree in 2006, Salib has become
a sought-after filmmaker in the
industry, having successfully filled
the roles of director, writer, and
film tutor. She began her career
as an assistant director and has
since collaborated on various
award-winning feature films and
shorts.

In 2012, she made her directorial
debut with her short documentary
«Fagr» or «<Dawn,» which won a
number of awards. Following up,
her long-burning desire for creation
brought forth her first feature-
length documentary, «Um Ghayeb,»
translates into «Mother of the
Unborn,» which she wrote, and
directed. It was released in 2014
and was a huge success, garnering
several awards.

Since 2015, Salib has been a film
professor and tutor at institutions
such as the Jesuit Film School and
the British University in Egypt. Her
debut feature-length fiction project,
«The Land Beyond,» currently in
development, has already earned
international recognition through
prestigious grants.
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Competing Films

1- A Fidai film, Kamal Aljafari
Palestine - Germany - Brazil -
Qatar (78 min)

2- Shahid, Narges Kalhor
Germany (84 min)

3- And There Was Evening and
There Was Morning. The First
Day, Youhanna Nagy
Egypt (80 min)

4- Green Line, Sylvie Ballyot
France - Lebanon - Qatar
(150 min)

5- Chronicles of the Absurd,
Miguel Coyula
Cuba (77 min)

6- Union,
Brett Story, Stephen Maing
United States (104 min)

7- Brunaupark,
Felix Herger, Dominik Zietlow
Switzerland (91 min)

8- Where the Trees Bear Meat
Alexis Franco
Argentina - Spain - United States
(72 min)

9- The Nights Still smell of
Gunpowder,
Inadelso Cossa
Mozambique- Germany- France -
Portugal - Netherlands (92 mins)

10- Rising up at Night,
Nelson Makengo
Congo (96 min)
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A Fidai Film
Director: Kamal Aljafari
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Film Synopsis

Archival fragments are repositioned
and burnt through with searing red,
laying bare the looting of Palestinian
visual history as Aljafari reclaims
and re-imagines footage plundered
from the Palestine Research Centre.
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A Fidai Film

Palestine - Germany- Brazil- Qatar
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Edited by: :aliigoll
Kamal Aljafari el Jlas
Yannig Willmann ulolg 24l
Sound: :gnll
Attila Faravelli Sloljlo Uyl
Line Producer & Assistant ackuiog oliidl pao
Editing: :oliligoll
Flavia Mazzarino giy)ljilo Lo o
Original Music: ragdoill éuugoll
Simon Fisher Turner HRT b ggoLw
Sound Mixing: ragoll ajo
Jochen Jezussek cliwgh g3g)
Voice: :signll cladl
Darin Dibsy, o yla
Kamal Aljafari Spaeall Jlas
2023 © kamal aljafari kamal aljafari©2023
productions .
productions

Q
:
B
g




Director
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Kamal Aljafari

Palestinian filmmaker studied at the
Kunsthochschule fiir Medien Kdln
and currently lives in Berlin. He has
taught filmmaking at The New School
(New York) and the DFFB (Berlin).
He is a fellow at the Institute for
Ideas and Imagination of Columbia
University. In May 2024, IndieLisboa
dedicated a retrospective to his
work. In 2024 his film UNDR was
selected at IFFR and A Fidai Film at
Visions du Réel, where it won the
Grand Jury Prize Burning Lights
Competition. Aljafari is currently
working on a fiction film to be shot
in Jaffa.
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Shahid
Director: Narges Kalhor
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Film Synopsis

SHAHID is a socio-critical satire that
blends documentary, fiction, and
performance to explore the blurred
boundaries between heroism and
failure in the duty to resist, both in
Iran and the new homeland.
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Shahid

Germany

Script:

Narges Kalhor

Aydin Alinejadsomeeh
Director:

Narges Kalhor

DoP Felix Pflieger

st Assistant Camera:
Morteza «<Momo» Sobhani

Chief Lighting Electrician
Benedikt Haas

Production Sound Mixer Jesus
Casquete

Production Design:

Ann-Kristin Buttner

Costume Artist from Iran
Choreography:

Nina Wesemann

Editors:

Frank J. Miiller & Narges Kalhor
Music by:

Marja Burchard

VFX:

Heimspiel GmbH & Kevin Fuchs
Color Grading:

Oasys Digital / Nicholas Coleman
Sound Design:

Philipp Huter

Sound Mastering:

Andreas Goldbrunner
Producer: Michael Kalb
Production Assistant:

Adrian Roth

Commissioning Editor:

Lucia Haslauer

funded by: FilmFernsehFonds
Bayern

Hessen Film & Medien
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Director
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Narges Kalhor

An acclaimed filmmaker and visual artist.
She began her studies in feature film
directing at the Tehran Film Academy,
where she was mentored by renowned
filmmakers, including Abbas Kiarostami.
In 2009, Narges premiered her short film
DIE EGGE at the Nuremberg International
Human Rights Film Festival (NIHRFF),
drawing international attention after
seeking political asylum in Germany due
to her familial ties to Iran's former regime.
Her early works gained recognition, with
her film SHOOT ME (2014) nominated
for the German Short Film Award and
winning Best Film at Nonfiktionale.
Narges also explored video art, receiving
the Best Video Art prize for KAFAN
at UNDERDOX (2014) and exhibiting
her installation NOSFERATU IS NOT
DEAD at Munich»>s Lenbachhaus in 2016.
Her graduation film In the Name of
Scheherazade premiered at Vision
Du Réel in 2019, winning the Goethe
Institute Award at Dok-Leipzig. The
film screened internationally, earned
a Swiss theatrical release, and was
featured at the Berlinale Forumin 2021.
Among her accolades are the Bavarian
Culture Prize (2019) and the City of
Munich>s Starter Film Prize (2020).
Her latest short film, Sensitive Content,
premiered at Vision Du Réel, won the
Young Talent Award at the Oberhausen
Short Film Festival, and toured globally.
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And There Was Evening And
There Was Morning. The First Day
Director: Youhanna Nagy
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Film Synopsis

A filmmaker, Youhanna, uses Al to
recreate lost memories from home
videotapes across continents until
a real personal archive surfaces,
allowing him to relive a final
memory with his late mother.
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And There Was Evening eLLD Uljg Lo uljg
And There Was Morning. : i la Lo
The First Day A2ig Log)
Egypt Jr=vy
A film by: 2l
Youhanna Nagy ol lbgy
Producer: :dadioll
Hend Bakr JLYETE
Screenplay: rgyyliguadl
Youhanna Nagy ol lbgy
Martin Elia W gijlo
Editor: :aliigall
Youhanna Nagy 2l logy
Associate producer: :eJjLinoll Qiiall
John Nasr i 092
Music composer: ifuugoll Lalgo
Youssef Assaf wlwe Lowgy
Editor assistant: :3cburo piligo
Abdelrahman Hussein o gooll e
Sound design: :agnll proni
Shadi Farid 2446 (Sl
Sound mixing: ‘oluso
Mohamed Salah odlb 2000

Color correction & Graphics:

Ziad Faid
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Director

U by
YouhannaNagy

A director, visual artist, editor
and producer from Alexandria,
Egypt. He obtained his bachelor>s
degree in Anthropology. His first
short documentary (lt>s nothing
nagy, just hang up!) received a jury
Special Mention Award from the 43rd
Cairo International Film Festival.
He was co-producer in «Objects
are closer than they appear» the
Egyptian film officially selected
in the 45th Clermont-Ferrand
International Short Film Festival
and Gouna film festival.

He Interest goes beyond filmmaking,
as he was a Film Instructor at Camera
CHICA and a film programmer at
Jesuit cinema club in Alexandria.
He was a jury member in Rough cut
lab Africa 2024 and film moderator
at goethe film week 2023 and 2024.
He edited short films, feature films,
commercial ads, and personally
got an outstanding narrative editing
award at Manassat film festival.
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Green Line
Director: Sylvie Ballyot
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Film Synopsis

GreenLinefollows Fida,awoman
who grew up in 1980s Beirut
amidst the war, using miniature
figures and models to confront
her childhood perception of the
conflict with the experiences of
the militiamen.
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Green Line

France - Lebanon -

Screenwriter:
Sylvie Ballyot
Fida Bizri

DOP:
Beatrice Kordon
Sylvie Ballyot

Editor:
Charlotte Tourres
Sylvie Ballyot
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Director

Sylvie Ballyot

After having graduated from the
Fémis film school, Sylvie Ballyot
(born 1967) went on exploring a
variety of cinematographic forms-
diaries, creative documentaries,
and short and medium-length
fictions. Her latest film, Green Line,
is the culmination of this process
of exploration of the frontier between
the individual and the community,
between the intimate and the
collective.
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"Had Kafka been Cuban, he'd have been a non-fiction writer"
Habanero




Chronicles of the Absurd
Director: Miguel Coyula
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Film Synopsis

The film reveals the complex
contradictions of modern-day Cuba,
often hidden from casual visitors,
by assembling its narrative through
clandestine audio recordings from
concealed cell phones.
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Chronicles of the Absurd
Cuba

Original title:
Cronicas del absurdo

International title:
Chronicles of the absurd

Original language: Spanish
Directed by: Miguel Coyula
Produced by:

Miguel Coyula
Lynn Cruz

Cinematography:
Miguel Coyula
Lynn Cruz
Javier Caso

Lia Villares

Editing: Miguel Coyula
Animations: Miguel Coyula

Sound: Lynn Cruz, Miguel
Coyula
Javier Caso

Music: Idiotas Sentimentales
Porno Para Ricardo

Ignacio Cervantes

Javier Machado

Jonathan Formell

Paintings: Antonia Eiriz

Production company:
Producciones Piramide
(Cuba)

Associate producers:
David Leitner,

Ron Blair

Ralph Barnette

With the support of:
Doc Society, Perspective fund
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Director

19295 Jusuo
Miguel Coyula

Maverick filmmaker who has been
working outside of the mainstream
many times as a one-man crew
since he made his first short at age
17with an old VHS camcorder. This
short granted him admission at the
International FilmSchool of San
Antonio de los Bafios, Cuba (EICTV).
He gathered several awards in his
country with experimental shorts films
such as: Bailar sobre agujas (1999) and
Clase z tropical (2000) among others.
In 2001, he was given a scholarship to
the Lee Strasberg Theater Institute in
NewYork, where he made his first feature:
Red Cockroaches (2003) for less than
2000$ over a two-year period, which
has won 20 awards at International
film festivals and was hailed by Variety
as «A triumph of technology in the
hands of a visionary with know-how.
In 2009, Coyula was awarded a John
Simon Guggenheim Fellowship. His next
project was the documentary Nadie
(2017) centered around dissident Cuban
poet Rafael Alcides and his relationship
with the Cuban revolution.Corazén azul
(2021)was filmed underground over
a decade, until its premiere at the
Moscow International Film Festival in
2021, before winning the HFPA Award
at the Guadalajara Film Festival.
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UNION
Director: Brett Story,
Stephen Maing
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Film Synopsis

The Amazon Labor Union (ALU)—
group of current and former Amazon
workers in New York City's Staten
Island—takes on one of the world’s
largest and most powerful companies
in the fight to unionize.
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UNION

United States American

Directors: Brett Story, Stephen
Maing

Producers: Brett Story, Stephen
Maing, Samatha Curley, Mars
Verrone, Martin Dicicco

Executive Producers: Jenny
Raskin, Lauren Haber, Geralyn
White Dreyfous, The Villa Family,
David Levine, Jessica Grimshaw,
Nick Shumaker, Dawn Olmstead.

Co-Producers: Kelsey Koenig,
Barbara & Eric Dobkin, Paula
Froehle & Steve Cohen,

Natasha & David Dolby, Meryl
Metni, Pierre Hauser, Chelsea
Halligan, Ryan Parker, Alexander
Carpenter, Andrew Neel

Associate Producers: Hana Elias,
Wyatt Winborne

Editors: Blair Mclendon, Malika
Zouhali-Worrall, Stephen Maing

Cinematographers: Martin
Dicicco, Stephen Maing
Music: Robert Aiki Aubrey Lowe

Cast: Christian Smalls, Angelika
Maldonado, Connor Spence,
Derrick Palmer, Jason Anthony,
Brett Daniels, Gerald Bryson,
Jordan Flowers, Natalie
Monarrez, Nilah Smalls, Gianni
Smalls, Jeremiah Butler,
Madeline Wesley, Cassio
Mendoza, Josiah Maldonado,
Aaron Novik, Tristian Martinez,
Mat Cusick, Karen Ponce,
Justine Medina, Josiah Morgan,
Julian Mitchell-Israel, Michael
Aguilar, Brima Sylla, Nannette
Plascencia.
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Director

GJHWw P
Brett Story

An award-winning filmmaker and
writer based in Toronto. Her films have
screened in theatres and festivals
internationally, including at CPH-DOX,
SXSW, True/False, and Shieffield
Doc/Fest. She is the director of
the award-winning lms The Prison
in Twelve Landscapes (2016) and
The Hottest August (2019), and
author of the book Prison Land:
Mapping Carceral Power Across
Neoliberal America. The Hottest
August was a New York Times Critics’
Pick and was called one of the ten
best documentary films of 2019 by
over a dozen publications, including
Variety, Rolling Stone and Vanity
Fair. Brett has held fellowships from
the Guggenheim Foundation and the
Sundance Institute, and was named
one of Variety’s 10 Documentary
Filmmakers to Watch. In 2020
she was nominated for a Cinema
Eye Award for Best Director. She
holds a PhD in geography and is
currently an assistant professor
of Media Praxis at the University
of Toronto.
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Director
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Stephen Maing

An Emmy-award winning film maker
based in New York. His feature
documentary Crime + Punishment,
which he directed, films and edited,
won a Special Jury Award at the
2018 Sundance Film Festival, an
Emmy Award for Outstanding
Social Issue Documentary and
was shortlisted for the Academy
Award for Best Documentary. His
previous films, High Tech, Low Life,
which he directed, filmed and edited
over five years, and The Surrender,
have screened internationally and
were released on P.0.V. and Field
of Vision, respectively. Maing is a
2021 United States Artists Fellow,
Sundance Institute Fellow, NBC
Original Voices Fellow, John Jay/
Harry Frank Guggenheim Reporting
Fellow and a recipient of the IDA’s
prestigious Courage Under Fire Award
shared with the whistleblowers
of the NYPD12. He is a frequent
visiting artist and educator based
in Ridgewood, Queens.
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v  Vvisions \' Ein Film von Felix Hergert und Dominik Zietlow
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Brunaupark

Director: Felix Hergert
Dominik Zietlow
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Film Synopsis

Brunaupark portrays a vibrant and
resilient Zurich neighborhood facing
eviction as its buildings are set to
be demolished by the Crédit Suisse
pension fund for a new development,
capturing the tenants’ fight against
their displacement.
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Brunaupark

Switzerland

Production:
Langfilm - Bernard Lang AG,
Sabotage Filmkollektiv GmbH

Producer:

Olivier Zobrist
Anne-Catherine Lang
Julia Schubiger

Lilith Verny

directed by:
Felix Hergert
Dominik Zietlow

Cinematography:
Dominik Zietlow
Editing:

Selin Dettwiler

Location Sound Mix:
Felix Hergert

Sound Design:
Kathleen Moser

Re-Recording Mix:
Guido Keller

Music:
Simon Borer
Marcel Gschwend

World Sales / World Rights

World Rights:
Filmdelights

Worldwide Distribution:
Switzerland
Vinca Film GmbH Distribution

:aliiyl
Langfilm - Bernard Lang AG,
Sabotage Filmkollektiv GmbH
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Director

Felix Hergert

Bornin 1989 in Lucerne, Switzerland.
2013 Sint Lukas School of Arts,
Brussels. 2015 Bachelor in Film
from ZHdK (Zurich University of the
Arts). 2018 Master in Film editing
from ZHdK. Works as independent
filmmaker and editor in Zurich. His
documentary MUSSIES ZIMMER won
the Zurich Film Prize. BRUNAUPARK
(2024) is his first feature-length
documentary. Felix Hergert teaches
documentary film at the HSLU
(Lucerne University of Applied
Sciences and Arts, Design Film
Art) since 2024.
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Director

c0glits litngo
Dominik Zietlow

Bornin1988. He studied photography
at HfBK (University of Fine Arts
Hamburg), RCA (Royal College of
Art) in London and at ZHdK (Zurich
University of the Arts). Since 2023
Master studies in Camera at ZHdK.
He works as independent filmmaker
and photographer. His film TAUBE
FEUER (2024) was admitted to the
Zurich Art Collection. BRUNAUPARK
(2024) is his first feature-length
documentary film.
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OMAR BELLO NATY ZAGARTAS LIBERTAD BELLO
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Official Selection

oimecien sy ALEXIS FRANCO

A UNITED STATES - ARGENTINIAN AND SPANISH CO-PRODUCTION WITH THE SUPPORT OF INGAA AND AUSTIN FILM SOCIETY PRODUCERS ROBERTO MINERVINI, DENISE PING LEE,
NADIA MARTINEZ, INES MASSA AND ALEXIS FRANGO EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS LUCA DEL MAESTRO, GRACIELA AND ROGERIO ESCOBEDO, RANDOLPH NELSON AND MARTIN KALINA
CINEMATOGRAPHY CARLOS CORRAL SOUND AND SOUND DESIGN BERNAT FORTIANA GHICO EDITING ANITA REMON COLOR ADA FRONTINI SCRIPT ALEXIS FRANCO
AND FERNANDO KRAPP GRAPHIC DESIGN GECILIA JACOB MUSIC JUAN PABLO RANGIGH
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Where The Trees Bear Meat

Director: Alexis Franco
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Film Synopsis

Where The Trees Bear Meat follows
Omar, a cattle rancher in rural
Argentina, as he battles nature’s
challenges while his -93 year-
old mother prepares for her own
departure, exploring themes of
resilience, sacrifice, and family
bonds amidst adversity.
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Where The Trees Bear Meat

Argentina- Spain- USA

Cast:

Omar Bello,
Naty Zacarias
Libertad Bello

A United States - Argentinian
and Spanish co-production

With the support of:
INCAA and Austin Film Society

Producers:
Roberto Minervini
Denise Ping Lee
Nadia Martinez
Inés Massa
Alexis Franco

Executive Producers:

Luca Del Maestro,

Graciela and Rogerio Escobedo,
Randolph Nelson

Martin Kalina

Director of photography:
Carlos Corral

Sound Design:

Bernat Fortiana Chico
Editing:

Anita Remon

Color:
Ada Frontini

Script:
Alexis Franco
Fernando Krapp

Music:
Juan Pablo Rancich
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Director

9SS}6 guuns i

Alexis Franco

Born in Argentina and currently lives
in the United States, working in both
Cinema and Architecture. He has
participated in humerous projects
with worldwide recognition, including
STOP THE POUNDING HEART, THE
OTHER SIDE, and WHAT YOU GONNA
DO WHEN THE WORLD’S ON FIRE?,
where he worked with renowned
film director Roberto Minervini as
his Assistant Director. These films
premiered at the Cannes Film Festival
and Venice Film Festival and went on
to tour the world. He also worked on
a documentary in CUBA: EL QUIJOTE
DEL CARIBE and later served as
Executive Producer of the film DIRTY
FEATHERS which had its premiere at
the Berlin Film Festival along with
the Japanese film YASUO (EL Amo del
Jardin). Alexis studied music at the
American Musical Institute where
he obtained the title of Professor
of Music, and as an architect, he
is an international member of the
American Institute of Architects.
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16MM FILMES, IDA.IDA & Kaske Film pres

15 N0ites Ainda Cheiram a Palvor:

a film by Inadelso Cossa
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The Nights Still Smell of Gunpowder

Director: Inadelso Cossa
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Film Synopsis

The film follows the filmmaker as
he returns to his grandmothers
village in Mozambique to uncover
untold stories of the civil war,
confronting the fading memories
of his grandmother, the presence
of a former rebel, and the merging
of truth and fiction in a landscape
haunted by the war>s ghosts.
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The Nights Still Smell of

Gunpowder

Mozambique- Germany- France-
Portugal- Netherlands- Norway

Director: Inadelso Cossa
Screenplay: Inadelso Cossa
Director of Photography:

Inadelso Cossa

Moises Langa

Editor: Inadelso Cossa, Tomas Baltazar
Assistant Editor: Joao Pedro Duarte
Sound Design: Taco Drijfhout

Music: Sarah J. Ritch

With: Maria, Moises, Inadelso, Anacleto,
Elisa

Producer: Inadelso Cossa, Emilie
Dudognon, Thomas Kaske

Production: 16MM FILMES (Mozambique),
IDA.IDA (France), Kaske Film (Germany)

Co-Producer: Frank Hoeve, Antdnio
Camara Manuel, Elsa Fernanda Pirir,
Ragna R. Midtgard, Birk Haum

Co-Production: BALDR FILMS (Netherlands),
DUPLACENA (Portugal), STAR AS
(Norway), FILMREAKTOR (Norway)

FINANCING:

ARTE France - LA LUCARNE, RTP1
IDFA Bertha Fund, The Netherlands
Film Fund, ICA - Instituto do Cinema e
do Audiovisual, Berlinale World Cinema
Fund, Filmfond Nord AS SORFUND -
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Marrakech Film Festival, Atlas Workshops,
Image/mouvement-CNAP, Hot Docs-
Blue Ice Docs Fund
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Director
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Inadelso Cossa

A film director, producer and DOP,
member of the (AMPAS) Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Science
since 2020. Founder of 16mmFILMES,
a production company focused on
creative documentary and feature
films.

His films address themes such
as post-colonial memory, post-
Civil War trauma, silent voices and
collective amnesia in Mozambique.
The unofficial history of his country
is always the core vehicle of his
cinema where the director positions
himself on a personal perspective.

His first feature-length documentary
A Memory in Three Acts was selected
for Locarno Open Doors 2014 and
made a world premiere at the festival
IDFA - International Documentary
Festival in Amsterdam, Netherlands.
The film won the Jury Special Award
at the Zanzibar Int. Film Festival in
2018 and the Flemish Commission
for Unesco at Afrika Film Festival
Leuven, Belgium 2020.
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Mutotu Productions R 74"
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NGO SAA

A FILM BY

Nelson Makengo

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY NELSON MAKENGO PRODUCED BY ROSA SPALIVIERO, DADA KAHINDO SIKU CINEMATOGRAPHY NELSON MAKENGO
SOUND MOIMI WEZAM EDITING INNEKE VAN WAEYENBERGHE SOUND EDITING LASZLO UMBREIT SOUND DESIGN FRANCK MOKA SOUND MIXING REMI GERARD
ORIGINAL MUSIC BAO SISSOKO WOUTER VANDENABEELE A PRODUCTION TWENTY NINE STUDIO & PRODUCTION, MUTOTU PRODUCTIONS IN COPRODUCTION
WITH FILM FIVE, DIAM PRODUCTION, AUGUSTE ORTS, MAGELLAN FILMS, RTBF (TELEVISION BELGE-UNITE DOCUMENTAIRE)
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Rising Up at Night
Director: Nelson Makengo
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Film Synopsis

In Kinshasa, Kudi leads a mission
to restore electricity for Christmas,
while others try to survive and
be resilient in a city marked by
darkness and uncertainty.
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Rising Up at Night
Congo

Director: Nelson Makengo
Screenplay: Nelson Makengo

Producers:
Rosa Spaliviero,
Dada Kahindo Siku

Production companies:
Twenty Nine Studio &
Production (BE), Mutotu
Productions (DRC)

Co-producers:

Film Five: Florian Schewe (DE),
Diam

Production:

Michel K. Zongo (BF), Auguste

Orts: Marie Logie (BE), Magellan
Films: Samuel Feller (BE),

RTBF: Isabelle Christiaens (BE)

Camera: Nelson Makengo
Sound Design: Franck Moka
Sound Recording:

Moimi Wezam,

Laszlo Umbreit,
Rémi Gerard

Editor: Inneke Van Waeyenberghe
Color: Miléna Trivier

Composers:
Bao Sissoko
Wouter Vandenabeele
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Director
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Nelson Makengo

Nelson Makengo is a filmmaker
whose work oscillates between
contemporary art and film. His
film Nuit debout (Up at night) (Best
Short IDFA 2019) has screened at
over 100 festivals worldwide and
has been nominated by the BFl as
one of the 50 best films of 2020.
E'ville (2018) won the Sharjah Art
Foundation Award at the Videobrasil
Biennale in 2019. In recent years,
Nelson Makengo has collaborated
as a director with Aljazeera and
Meta, has been a jury member of
several festivals and is a Sundance
Documentary Film Institute and
Doha Film Institute Fellow. Tongo
Saa (Rising up at night) is his first
feature documentary.
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