
The Gift of Speaking in Tongues: 

Understanding Its Purpose and 

Misconceptions 

 

Shalom Family, let’s dive into this topic together and see what the Word of Yah 

reveals. 

One of the most discussed spiritual gifts is the gift of speaking in tongues. Many believers 

wonder: “Must I speak in tongues to prove I have the Holy Spirit?” Understanding the 

Scripture and purpose behind this gift can bring clarity and peace to believers. 

What the Bible Says About Speaking in Tongues 

Speaking in tongues is a spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit, meant to edify the believer 

and, when interpreted, the church. 

Acts 2:4 – “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

• This was the first occurrence on the Day of Pentecost. The apostles spoke in 

languages they had not learned, enabling people from many nations to hear the 

Gospel in their own tongues. 

1 Corinthians 12:7–11 – “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 

withal… To another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But 

all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 

will.” 

• Tongues are one of many spiritual gifts, given according to the Spirit’s will, not 

according to human desire. 

1 Corinthians 14:2 – “For he that speaks in an unknown tongue speaks not unto men, but 

unto God: for no man understands him; howbeit in the Spirit he speaks mysteries.” 

• Tongues can be a prayer language, allowing direct communication with God in ways 

the speaker may not fully understand. 

The Purpose of the Gift 



1. Personal Edification – Strengthens the believer spiritually (1 Corinthians 14:4). 

2. Edification of the Church – When interpreted, it builds up the body of Messiah (1 
Corinthians 14:5, 12, 26). 

3. Praying Mysteries – Helps believers pray in the Spirit when words fail (Romans 

8:26). 

Must You Speak in Tongues to Have the Holy Spirit? 

No. Speaking in tongues is not a requirement to prove you have the Holy Spirit. Salvation 
and receiving the Spirit are based on faith in Yahshua and obedience to Yah, not on the 

manifestation of a particular gift. 

Acts 2:38–39 – “Repent, and be baptized… and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is unto you… and to all that are afar off.” 

• The Holy Spirit is given to all believers, whether or not they speak in tongues. 

Romans 10:9–10 – Salvation comes through confession and belief in the heart, not through 

speaking in tongues. 

Why Many Believe Speaking in Tongues Is Required 

• Misinterpretation of Acts 2 – Pentecost tongues were seen by some as the definitive 

proof of receiving the Holy Spirit. 
• Emphasis in some churches – Certain traditions teach that tongues are the initial 

evidence of the Spirit, which is not a universal biblical requirement. 

• Desire for spiritual experience – People often look for a tangible sign of God’s 

presence, and tongues can appear to fulfill that desire. 

While speaking in tongues is a powerful gift, Scripture emphasizes that faith, obedience, 

and love for Yahshua are the true marks of a Spirit-filled believer (Galatians 5:22–23). 

Key Principles About Tongues 

• Given by the Spirit – Distributed according to His will (1 Corinthians 12:11). 

• Orderly Use – Should be interpreted in public settings for the edification of the 
church (1 Corinthians 14:27–28). 

• Personal Prayer Language – Can be used privately for personal edification and 

intimate prayer with Yah. 

• Not a Requirement – The Holy Spirit is not measured by this gift. 



The gift of speaking in tongues is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit, designed to strengthen 

believers and build up the church when used properly. It is not required to prove you have 
the Holy Spirit. Many people believe it is required due to misinterpretation of Scripture 

and church teachings, but Yahshua makes it clear that faith, obedience, and love are the 

true evidence of the Spirit within us. 

Believers can seek this gift if Yah leads them, but it should never be treated as a mandatory 

sign of salvation or spiritual maturity. 

       Key Scriptures: 

Acts 2:4 | Acts 2:38–39 | 1 Corinthians 12:7–11 | 1 Corinthians 14:2, 4, 5, 12, 26, 27–28 | 

Romans 8:26 | Romans 10:9–10 | Galatians 5:22–23 

Until we meet again, may we continue to walk in the undeniable truth of Yah’s 
Word. 

  
Shalom,  
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