Is Baptism a Must for Salvation?

Shalom Family, let’s dive into this topic together and see what the Word of Yah
reveals.

One of the most common questions in faith is whether baptism is absolutely required for
salvation. Yahshua (Jesus) commanded His followers to be baptized, yet Scripture also
shows that salvation is by grace through faith. So how do we reconcile the two?

1. Baptism Commanded by Yahshua
Before ascending to heaven, Yahshua gave His disciples this commission:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Baptism is not just a tradition, it is an act of obedience. It represents repentance,
forgiveness, cleansing, and identification with Messiah’s death, burial, and resurrection.

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3—4)

2. Baptism and the Early Believers

In the book of Acts, whenever people believed the good news, they were baptized
immediately:

e The Ethiopian eunuch — “See, here is water. What hinders me from being
baptized?... And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he
baptized him.” (Acts 8:36-38)

e Saul (Paul) — “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16)



o The Philippian jailer and his family — “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.’... And immediately he and
all his family were baptized.” (Acts 16:30-33)

For the early believers, faith and baptism were deeply connected. Baptism was the public
sign of a new life in Messiah.

3. Salvation Is by Faith, Not Works

While baptism is important, the Bible is clear that salvation is a gift of grace received by
faith:

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

No ritual, not even baptism, can save without genuine faith. Baptism is an outward
expression of an inward reality.

4. The Example of the Thief on the Cross

One of the clearest proofs comes from the thief crucified beside Yahshua. He believed,
confessed faith, and asked to be remembered. Yahshua assured him:

“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43)

This man had no chance for baptism, yet his faith saved him. Yah sees the heart.

5. The Balance: Obedience and Grace

So, is baptism a must for salvation?

e Yes, in obedience — If you believe and have the opportunity, you should be
baptized. It is a command and a powerful witness of your faith.

« No, as an absolute requirement — If someone truly believes but dies without
baptism (sickness, sudden death, persecution, or no opportunity), Yah’s grace
covers them.

Baptism is the normal pathway of obedience, but salvation itself rests on faith in Messiah
and the new birth by the Spirit.



“Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”” (John 3:5)

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5)

Baptism is not optional for those who can obey, it is part of living out our faith. But
salvation is not based on water alone. It is based on the cleansing blood of Messiah and the
renewing power of the Spirit. Baptism points us to that greater reality.

Therefore:

e Ifyou can, obey Yahshua and be baptized.
o Ifyou cannot, trust Yah’s mercy and know that His grace through faith is enough.

Until we meet again, may we continue to walk in the undeniable truth of Yah's
Word.
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