By Cary Brunswick

News from February 2001
In a possible match for the winter of 2025-26, the snowy and icy weather 25 years ago was called Winter 2001, or perhaps, 2001: A Snow Odyssey. 
Home and business owners and farmers are saying they’re sick and tired of clearing snow and ice off walks and roofs. And then there’s the white-knuckle driving from the often-slick road conditions. 
National Weather Service records show that the 2000-01 winter should easily surpass the average in total snowfall. And the typical January thaw that gives cars a chance to get clean and dead grass the opportunity to surface briefly did not materialize this year. 
In yet another of many weather-related incidents, heavy wet snow from a Nor’easter caused a barn to collapse near Bakersfield, trapping about 100 cows and leading to a lengthy rescue operation. 
The tragedy on the Robert and Gisele Gervais farm on the Boston Post Road resulted in the deaths of 10 cows while most were rescued during an all-night struggle of about 100 volunteers. About 80 cows were saved.

The Carol Begley family of Georgia is featured in a Vermont AP story about families that live without television. 
Studies cited in the story indicated that about 3 percent of Vermont households do not have a TV. Other families sourced in the story reported that their children were more creative with their free time and better focused in school. 
Begley is quoted saying, “It’s not as if we can or even want to shelter them totally from popular culture. We want them to have room in their hearts, room in their lives, for something that’s better.” 
And that was before the onslaught of social media.

Heather and Stan Hendrick of St. Albans were among the six couples that renewed their wedding vows during a special Valentine’s Day service at the Georgia United Methodist Church.

Plans are in the works for the Post Office to move from the Federal Building on the corner of South Main and Stebbins streets to a site in the St. Albans Shopping Plaza on North Main Street. 
The city Common Council appears to support plaza owner Antonio Pomerleau’s plan that would relocate Brooks Pharmacy from its current location into the vacant former Red Dot/Grand Union site, thus freeing up the Brooks space for the Post Office. 
Post Office officials have been looking for a new location because they say the service has outgrown its current site, especially because of inadequate truck access.
Vermont would join the growing number of states that have banned cell-phone use while driving if a bill in the state Legislature becomes law.

State tests have revealed that the petroleum contamination of the Fairfield School’s water is coming from within the school and not originating in the well.
Principal Richard Shanley said more tests will be completed but for now the school would continue to use bottled water for drinking and cooking, and wet towelettes for washing.

In debates that are continuing to this day, state lawmakers in 2001 were having hearings about whether to make changes to the controversial Act 250. 
Act 250 is the law passed in 1970 that helps preserve the state’s natural environment and allows citizens to have a say in the planning of their communities through development review boards. 
And virtually the same controversial issues surfaced back then. Some argued that the act protected the environment while helping to create jobs. Others insisted the law spurred too many regulations and was biased in favor of big business and detrimental to housing development.

