In Old St. Albans

By Cary Brunswick

February 1926
Sheriff G.P. Catlin and St. Albans Police Chief J.F. Mahoney raided the West Side Pool room on Lake Street today and was successful in finding gambling paraphernalia and liquor.
They discovered many games of chance, including punch boards, a fortune-telling board, a dice machine, and a “movie machine. Also found were a half dozen pint bottles that contained what smelled like alcohol.
Raymond Walker, acting pool-room manager while owner Henry Tivnan is ill, was arrested for intoxication. It is expected that the city will terminate Tivnan’s pool room license.
In court, Walker pleaded guilty to intoxication but refused to disclose where he obtained the booze. As a result, City Judge M.H. Alexander remanded him to the county jail “to think things over.” His thinking was short-lived, and he soon decided to talk.

Former coach “Jimmy” Manahan is out on the court this week helping Coach Papineau get the high school basketball squad ready for the big game against Burlington High on Friday night.
Everyone realizes this season has been the worst ever suffered by the local high school, but there is great optimism that a victory over Burlington with Manahan’s help would help repay fans for the miserable performance this year.
The local boys played well before a standing-room-only crowd but fell, 40-21, to their arch-rivals from Burlington. Although defeated, the St. Albans quintet put up the kind of exhibition for which local teams are noted.

One of the final social occasions before the early Lent will be a dance at the K of C hall on Friday to benefit the St. Albans Hospital.
The dance with the Sault Orchestra will feature both old and new dances, with Ted Tedford doing his stuff calling the old-fashioned square dancing.

Defending the Charlston, the Burlington News insists “it is the fate of all popular dances to be jeered at by the highbrows. Can you remember the furor the tango caused? And the shimmy?”
The dance isn’t suggestive or voluptuous. “It calls for a lot of muscular exertion, but outside of that it’s as harmless as a day-old chicken.”

Entertainment for the afternoon meeting of the Messenger Street School PTA:
Ten first grade pupils sang “Dapple Grey,” seven students of the second grade sang “Our Flag,” six third grade boys sang “The Wind,” and Mirian Wise, of the fourth grade, sang “If I Were a Rose.”

Russ Courey and Charles Chapple of Swanton, the latter owner of the “River View Hotel” there, were in court today to answer breach of peace charges after a fight last night in front of the hotel.
“Both men are carrying around disfigured faces today as the result of their fracas.”

There is a considerable strip of unfrozen water on Lake Champlain south from Juniper Island for several miles. 
Last year the lake at Burlington was frozen over by Jan. 20, and the year before not until Feb. 19. The average date for freezing over is Feb. 1.

Schools at Sheldon Springs have reopened after being closed for three weeks because of a scarlet fever outbreak. Those afflicted are recovering quickly.

Estimates are that at least 1,000 skaters were at the municipal rink in Houghton Park on Sunday. Many were present just to watch “the youngsters and old timers “do their stuff on the steel blades.”

Special on Tuesday: All kinds of ladies’ bobs, shingle, boyish, or plain, 35 cents. Cioffi’s Barber Shop.

The annual report of the St. Albans Hospital shows that more than half of its patients last year were not from St. Albans, and most of those were from other towns in Franklin County.
A Daily Messenger editorial uses those stats to insist that the hospital is entitled to county support in addition to continued community support and endowments.
“The hospital is not a self-sustaining institution. Probably if all bills owing were paid, it would break even in a business sense, but even then, contributions would be required to keep it abreast of the times. 
“The hospital suffers quite severe losses because of unpaid bills and because the less fortunate cannot pay the whole cost of their treatments.” Much charity work “has to be done out of common humanitarian decency, but which is expensive nevertheless.”
The entire hospital staff demonstrates a spirit of dedication that “ought to be matched by the public in whose behalf it is shown. Franklin County needs this hospital, and it needs the best hospital possible. Funds are always required” and no gifts would be “more pregnant with good results than to the hospital.”

Fuller Smith of St. Albans and other Vermonters will be speaking at a special “mass meeting” concerning the movement for “hard roads” on Feb. 25 and 26 in Montpelier.
Gov. Franklin Billings will open the meeting, followed by a report from George Thompson of the state Highway Department.
The relationship between good roads and automobile accidents is indicated by the annual report of the state Motor Vehicle Bureau.
In 1925, there were a total of 4,809 accidents reported, of which 152 were attributed to poor roads. The only other specific cause singled out was car defects.
Of the 63 fatal accidents, 11 were drivers, 26 were passengers, and 26 were pedestrians.

The Common Council has received numerous complaints about vicious dogs in the city. It was decided to notify the owners of the dogs to dispose of the animals.
--
Stephen Frost of St. Albans has received a suspended one- to four-year prison sentence on a charge of white slavery, to which he pleaded guilty.
The sentence handed down by Judge M.H. Alexander was suspended on recommendation of the state’s attorney and probation department. Frost was placed on probation.
After his arrest in December, Frost posted $800 bail to gain release from the Franklin County jail.
Frost and a woman named Mrs. Doris Brown have been in court before, on a charge of adultery. They both pleaded guilty.

The motor car may be the new king of the road, but apparently the horse still has some rights.
A Rutland man has pleaded guilty to cruelty to animals for leaving his horse out in the cold for four hours unblanketed. Passersby called the authorities to complain.

The following members of the American Legion Auxiliary will be selling advance tickets for the Legion-sponsored Minstrel Show later this month: Gladys Neiburg, Lillian Kennedy, Gertrude Brault, Winifred Barnes, Mrs. A.C. Brault, Gertrude Paquet, Mrs. H.S. Brown, and Louise Hebert.

Sixteen people participated in the first hike of the new year with the Snowshoe and Ski Club near Aldis. The club’s next outing is set for Tuesday night with a meetup at the Barlow Street School.

Chief Eagle Claw is advertising a mind-reading class to be held Tuesday at Room 30 in the American Hotel.

“Dresses Made to Order … with your material or with ours,” reads an ad from New York Outfitting Co. on Lake Street.

The Democratic and Republican caucuses in the city of St. Albans have decided to present a union ticket to voters in March, with mostly uncontested incumbents being endorsed for re-election.
The only new names going before voters are W.H. Finn as chairman of the school board, G.A. Doubleday as Ward 1 school board candidate, and S.S. Cushing as trustee of the library.
Incumbents endorsed include Mayor F.A. Collins, City Commissioner W.H. Sample, A.H. George as city grand juror, B. Melvin Hopkins as city clerk/treasurer, and Miss Susan Sowles and Stephen Cushing as library trustees.

Capt. E. B. Rockwell celebrated his 96th birthday Feb. 18. He is the oldest and longest serving steamboat captain on Lake Champlain, having been active for 83 years.

J.W. Wardlaw and Leo F. Wilson of St. Albans will be among the judges for the parade that opens the annual Kake Walk at the University of Vermont in Burlington.

St. Albans residents were told at a Chamber of Commerce public meeting at City Hall this week that the Chamber “must be given new life and enterprise and support by the people” or it should wither away.” Citizens were being asked for their opinions on the question: “What can be done to make the Chamber of Commerce of greater value to St. Albans?”
Chamber President S.S. Cushing said the organization has not received enough support from St. Albans residents but has been able to accomplish much despite that, however it could do so much more.
“Vermont today is looking into a glorious future, but good things do not come to a locality unless that locality bestirs itself,” he said.
Fuller C. Smith said St. Albans people “are dead above the waist and have been for a quarter of a century” or longer. Vermont, he said, “is the most decadent state in the whole 48. We are too conservative. No enterprise could be started here and receive the support of its citizens.
“The people of St. Albans must reform themselves before you can reform the Chamber of Commerce,” he concluded.
Before adjourning, the Chamber members decided to continue the discussion the following week.

The local voiture of the Hommes et Chevaux has decided to have an old-fashioned fiddlers’ contest followed by an old-time dance on St. Patrick’s Day.
To qualify, fiddlers must be residents of Franklin County and be at least 50 years old. Winners will receive silver cups, as will the couple dancing the best waltzes.

The St. Albans High girls basketball squad fell to the rivals from Burlington, 34-22, after the star center for the local girls, Miss Richards, fouled out early in the contest.
“The game was easily the fastest exhibition ever put up by the girls in the city and proved a treat to the large number of fans that packed the armory,” the Messenger reported.

Trapping season in Vermont has ended. Muskrats, however, may be taken until April 15. Rabbit hunting is legal until March 1.

The entire cast performing “Desire Under the Elms” by Eugene O’Neill was arrested in Los Angeles on a charge of putting on an obscene play.
After a long run in New York City, the play was in its second week but was verbally attacked as indecent by several ministers.

The famous electrical inventor Nikola Tesla has predicted that women will soon be the dominant sex in affairs of the world, with men relegated to the ornamental but useless position of drones.


