In Old St. Albans

By Cary Brunswick

February 1926
The annual report of the St. Albans Hospital shows that more than half of its patients last year were not from St. Albans, and most of those were from other towns in Franklin County.
A Daily Messenger editorial uses those stats to insist that the hospital is entitled to county support in addition to continued community support and endowments.
“The hospital is not a self-sustaining institution. Probably if all bills owing were paid, it would break even in a business sense, but even then, contributions would be required to keep it abreast of the times. 
“The hospital suffers quite severe losses because of unpaid bills and because the less fortunate cannot pay the whole cost of their treatments.” Much charity work “has to be done out of common humanitarian decency, but which is expensive nevertheless.”
The entire hospital staff demonstrates a spirit of dedication that “ought to be matched by the public in whose behalf it is shown. Franklin County needs this hospital, and it needs the best hospital possible. Funds are always required” and no gifts would be “more pregnant with good results than to the hospital.”
---
Fuller Smith of St. Albans and other Vermonters will be speaking at a special “mass meeting” concerning the movement for “hard roads” on Feb. 25 and 26 in Montpelier.
Gov. Franklin Billings will open the meeting, followed by a report from George Thompson of the state Highway Department.
The relationship between good roads and automobile accidents is indicated by the annual report of the state Motor Vehicle Bureau.
In 1925, there were a total of 4,809 accidents reported, of which 152 were attributed to poor roads. The only other specific cause singled out was car defects.
Of the 63 fatal accidents, 11 were drivers, 26 were passengers, and 26 were pedestrians.
---
The Common Council has received numerous complaints about vicious dogs in the city. It was decided to notify the owners of the dogs to dispose of the animals.
--
Stephen Frost of St. Albans has received a suspended one- to four-year prison sentence on a charge of white slavery, to which he pleaded guilty.
The sentence handed down by Judge M.H. Alexander was suspended on recommendation of the state’s attorney and probation department. Frost was placed on probation.
After his arrest in December, Frost posted $800 bail to gain release from the Franklin County jail.
Frost and a woman named Mrs. Doris Brown have been in court before, on a charge of adultery. They both pleaded guilty.
---
The motor car may be the new king of the road, but apparently the horse still has some rights.
A Rutland man has pleaded guilty to cruelty to animals for leaving his horse out in the cold for four hours unblanketed. Passersby called the authorities to complain.
---
The following members of the American Legion Auxiliary will be selling advance tickets for the Legion-sponsored Minstrel Show later this month: Gladys Neiburg, Lillian Kennedy, Gertrude Brault, Winifred Barnes, Mrs. A.C. Brault, Gertrude Paquet, Mrs. H.S. Brown, and Louise Hebert.
---
Sixteen people participated in the first hike of the new year with the Snowshoe and Ski Club near Aldis. The club’s next outing is set for Tuesday night with a meetup at the Barlow Street School.
---
Chief Eagle Claw is advertising a mind-reading class to be held Tuesday at Room 30 in the American Hotel.
---
“Dresses Made to Order … with your material or with ours,” reads an ad from New York Outfitting Co. on Lake Street.
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