In Old St. Albans

By Cary Brunswick

February 1926
Sheriff G.P. Catlin and St. Albans Police Chief J.F. Mahoney raided the West Side Pool room on Lake Street today and was successful in finding gambling paraphernalia and liquor.
They discovered many games of chance, including punch boards, a fortune-telling board, a dice machine, and a “movie machine. Also found were a half dozen pint bottles that contained what smelled like alcohol.
Raymond Walker, acting pool-room manager while owner Henry Tivnan is ill, was arrested for intoxication. It is expected that the city will terminate Tivnan’s pool room license.
In court, Walker pleaded guilty to intoxication but refused to disclose where he obtained the booze. As a result, City Judge M.H. Alexander remanded him to the county jail “to think things over.” His thinking was short-lived, and he soon decided to talk.
---
Former coach “Jimmy” Manahan is out on the court this week helping Coach Papineau get the high school basketball squad ready for the big game against Burlington High on Friday night.
Everyone realizes this season has been the worst ever suffered by the local high school, but there is great optimism that a victory over Burlington with Manahan’s help would help repay fans for the miserable performance this year.
The local boys played well before a standing-room-only crowd but fell, 40-21, to their arch-rivals from Burlington. Although defeated, the St. Albans quintet put up the kind of exhibition for which local teams are noted.
---
One of the final social occasions before the early Lent will be a dance at the K of C hall on Friday to benefit the St. Albans Hospital.
The dance with the Sault Orchestra will feature both old and new dances, with Ted Tedford doing his stuff calling the old-fashioned square dancing.
---
Defending the Charlston, the Burlington News insists “it is the fate of all popular dances to be jeered at by the highbrows. Can you remember the furor the tango caused? And the shimmy?”
The dance isn’t suggestive or voluptuous. “It calls for a lot of muscular exertion, but outside of that it’s as harmless as a day-old chicken.”
---
Entertainment for the afternoon meeting of the Messenger Street School PTA:
Ten first grade pupils sang “Dapple Grey,” seven students of the second grade sang “Our Flag,” six third grade boys sang “The Wind,” and Mirian Wise, of the fourth grade, sang “If I Were a Rose.”
---
Russ Courey and Charles Chapple of Swanton, the latter owner of the “River View Hotel” there, were in court today to answer breach of peace charges after a fight last night in front of the hotel.
“Both men are carrying around disfigured faces today as the result of their fracas.”
---
There is a considerable strip of unfrozen water on Lake Champlain south from Juniper Island for several miles. 
Last year the lake at Burlington was frozen over by Jan. 20, and the year before not until Feb. 19. The average date for freezing over is Feb. 1.
---
Schools at Sheldon Springs have reopened after being closed for three weeks because of a scarlet fever outbreak. Those afflicted are recovering quickly.
---
Estimates are that at least 1,000 skaters were at the municipal rink in Houghton Park on Sunday. Many were present just to watch “the youngsters and old timers “do their stuff on the steel blades.”
---
Special on Tuesday: All kinds of ladies’ bobs, shingle, boyish, or plain, 35 cents. Cioffi’s Barber Shop.
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