St. Albans: 25 Years Ago
By Cary Brunswick

January 2001
Antonio Pomerleau, owner of the North Main Street shopping center, said he has had three inquiries from companies looking to move into the space occupied until last summer by the Hot Dot discount market.
The site has been home to a grocery business since Grand Union moved into the St. Albans Shopping Plaza 40 years ago. Pomerleau, 84, said he has witnessed changes in the retail market since he first sold shoes in St. Albans in 1938.
“It proves you don’t know what you’ve got until it’s gone,” he said.
---
Half of Vermonters are overweight, a quarter of them smoke, and three-quarters fail to get enough exercise, concluded a recent state health survey.
Health Commissioner Jan Carney said the new year is a good time to think about making positive changes.
“We’d like to cut that smoking rate in half, get more people exercising, and put a stop to problem drinking,” she said.
Gov. Howard Dean says he’ll help by proposing a hefty cigarette tax increase. He also presented a budget that calls for more money for the police who are fighting heroin and farmers who are battling for survival.
---
The St. Albans Green Mountain Post 1 of the American Legion will celebrate the opening of it new and spacious building on Parah Drive in Franklin Park West on Jan. 27.
Tom Walsh, post commander, said the 10,000-suare-foot structure is many times larger than the Legion’s former cramped hall on Kingman Street. It now has more than enough room for several hundred people to dance or dine, he said.
---
The St. Albans Area Chamber of Commerce will be honoring its award winners at its annual meeting and presentations at the new American Legion site.
Kevin Smith of Kevin Smith’s Sports Connection will be presented with the Timothy J. Bovate Memorial Civic Involvement Award. The annual Business of the Year Award will go to A.N. Deringer, Inc.
---
The seriousness of the labor shortage on dairy farm was the subject of a state-sponsored roundtable at the Franklin Lamoille Bank in St. Albans.
Farmers trading anecdotes included Dick Longway of Swanton and Wayne Fiske of Franklin.
Among suggestions for possible alleviation of the problem were importing foreign workers, initiating a farm labor cooperative, and more agricultural classes at high school tech centers.
---
The Burlington school superintendent has ordered a middle school principal to take down the popular Got Milk advertising posters because an animal rights group complained.
Superintendent Donna Jemilo had the ads removed after People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, PETA, demanded equal space for its own ads opposed to the cows are treated in the dairy industry.
---
Line workers and other union members of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 300 are striking and picketing the Green Mountain Power facility in Colchester.
The union cites workload issues such as overtime and creation of a second shift as cause for the job action.
---
Corrections officers at the state prison in St. Albans Town are saying staff shortages and other labor practices are to blame for a serious morale problem at the local DOC.
Officers say they want action not only in provisions of a new contract for their union but also from the state Legislature.
---
The St. Albans Cooperative Creamery announced it has purchased the Vermont Family Farms milk brand and will market the line of products in Vermont and New England.
The Vermont Family Farms brand is marketed as high-quality milk and sold in half-gallons at selected supermarkets and food cooperatives throughout the region.
---
The MVU boys basketball team completed a season sweep of rival BFA on Monday night with a convincing 50-34 victory.
The win improved MVU’s record to 5-4 while the loss dropped the Bobwhites to 0-9 as its rebuilding year continued.
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