In Old St. Albans
By Cary Brunswick
(From the pages of the old St. Albans Daily Messenger)

January 1926
A speaker at the Rotary Club suggested that the future of the nation relied on boys and promoted the expansion of Boy Scout groups in St. Albans to aid in their development.
The Messenger paraphrased that “we have a boy problem in this day and generation, and to a large degree we have it because the youngsters have been neglected.” 
The speaker said “a boy has 5,000 active hours a year at his disposal. One thousand of these are passed at school. We know altogether too little about what is done with the remaining 4,000 hours.”
The commentator went on to propose that the Boy Scouts could occupy some of those hours and put them to good, healthy use for boys, both physically and for character-building.
Meanwhile, American women were being praised by Europeans for their more efficient practices of housekeeping, a news item read.
---
S.S. Cushing was elected new president of the St. Albans Chamber of Commerce at its annual meeting at The Tavern.
Also elected were Vice President W.D. Chandler, Secretary S.S. Watson, Treasurer N.N. Atwood. In addition to Cushing, Chandler, Watson and Atwood, directors elected include M.D. Armstrong, William Doolin, H.M. Drennan, C.H. Morton, A.W. Peterson, W.H. Sample, C.E. Schoff, and R.M. Waterbury.
---
A proposed debate between St. Albans Messenger editor John Cushing and Judge John Weeks, Republican candidate for governor, should force the judge to finally take a stand on the controversial issue of paving the state’s highways.
---
The American Legion post under Commander Harry Webber met at the Armory to make plans for a minstrel show at the Bellevue Theater in February. Local entertainers will be contacted and asked to participate. S.J. Godfrey is head of the entertainment committee.
Though many commentators had begun to see minstrel stereotypes as harmful and racist by the 1920s, apparently some groups in rural communities understood the concern but also viewed them as harmlessly entertaining.
But by the 1930s and 1940s, black-face shows were disappearing from popular culture, and criticism of their racial imagery was voiced more openly.
The St. Albans show was intended to raise funds for needy veterans of the Great War. 
---
A special state-sponsored “chest clinic” has been scheduled for the St. Albans Hospital for early detection of tuberculosis and determining if suspected cases are actual or not.
Dr. Edward Rogers of the State Sanitorium in Pittsford is in charge of the clinic, with Miss Jones, a state visiting nurse, assisting.
The clinic has been specially arranged for those who cannot afford to pay for the service otherwise.
---
This week, the Junior-Senior Debate Society at the Academy will be tackling the question of whether the government should take control of the coal industry.
---
The ice harvest has commenced for Flood’s Creamery Co. in Fairfield with E. Frank Branon in charge. The ice is reported to be about 14 inches thick.
---
The Owl Club Pool Tournament starts tonight with a match between Herman Ledden and E. G. Gardens. M.D. Armstrong has donated a loving cup to be awarded to the player with the longest run in the competition.
---
Sheep-lined coats with “beaverized” sheep-skin collars are on sale at Twigg’s Clothier; $13.50-$18 for men’s, $8.50 to $12 for boys.
---
The St. Albans High boys staged a valiant comeback last night but fell to the Montpelier Seminary, 17-15, in a defensive battle. The local boys trailed 13-0 at the half.
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