Climate Action and Al Use .

&

Artificial Intelligence is transforming our world — from education and healthcare to city
planning and road safety. But behind every chatbot and algorithm is a network of
energy-intensive data centres.

Did you know?

In Richmond Hill, 7 data centres at full capacity, can use 170 MW of electricity just for IT equipment —
enough to power 170,000 homes (Source 1, Source 2, Source 3). As data centres expand in Canada,
Greenhouse gases emissions are very likely to rise if renewable energy can’t keep pace (Source 4).

Embrace Al — Mind Its Environmental Footprint

Limit Al queries — one ChatGPT request uses ~10x more electricity than a Google search
Delete unused cloud data. Save data on external hard drives.
Replace streaming with low-impact options — e.g. Richmond Hill Public Library DVD collection.

Unsubscribe and delete emails, unnecessary apps, and files
Talk about Al's hidden cost, and work with local leaders to strengthen sustainability of data centres

To meet Richmond Hill's 2050 net-zero target, let's make mindful digital choices,
so we can harness Al power without sacrificing our planet!

Richmond Hill has a Climate Plan - you have a role to play in it!



https://udcsdatacentres.com/portfolio/item/operating-facilities/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/industry-news/property-report/article-big-data-needs-big-storage-buildings/
https://blocksandfiles.com/2025/07/14/power-consumption-and-data-centers
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/energy-markets/market-snapshots/2024/market-snapshot-energy-demand-from-data-centers-is-steadily-increasing-and-ai-development-is-a-significant-factor.html
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/shared-content/resources/documents/Richmond-Hill-Community-Energy-and-Emissions-Plan.pdf
https://www.rhpl.ca/browse-library/format/tv-movies

