
DISCLAIMER! 

This guide is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information at the time 
of publication, immigration laws and visa procedures are subject to change without prior notice. 
Readers are strongly advised to consult the official government websites or seek professional 
guidance from authorized immigration advisors before making any decisions or submitting 
applications. The use of this guide is at your own discretion and risk. 

 

STUDY VISA GUIDE TO GERMANY  

 

German Study Visa Guide for Ghanaian Master’s and PhD Applicants 

This comprehensive guide is designed for students seeking a German student visa (National Visa 
for study purposes) to pursue Master’s or PhD programs in Germany. It covers general 
requirements set by German authorities as well as specific procedures of the German Embassy in 
each country. Follow the structured steps and checklists below to ensure a smooth application 
process. 

Eligibility Requirements for a Study Visa 

• Need for a Visa: students must obtain a visa for any study program in Germany longer than 
90 days. The student visa allows entry to Germany and will be converted to a residence permit 
after arrival if all conditions are met. 

• University Admission: You must have an official admission (acceptance) letter from a 
recognized German university or college for a Master’s or doctoral program. Being accepted 
into a German university (including any required preparatory course or Studienkolleg) is a 
fundamental prerequisite to apply for a study visa. Secure admission as early as possible, 
since you cannot get a student visa without it. 

• Academic Qualifications: Ensure you meet the academic entry requirements of your 
program. Generally, a completed Bachelor’s degree is required for a Master’s program and 
a relevant Master’s degree for PhD studies. You may need to provide proof of your previous 
education (transcripts, certificates) during the visa process (see Documents Checklist 
below). 

• Language Proficiency: You should demonstrate proficiency in the language of instruction 
for your course. If your program is taught in German, the embassy typically expects at least 
a B2 level in German unless a preparatory language course is part of your admission. For 
English-taught programs, be prepared to show English proficiency (e.g. IELTS/TOEFL) if 
required by the university (often the English proficiency letter or separate certificate will 
suffice). 

• Financial Capacity: You must prove you have sufficient funds to cover living expenses in 
Germany. The current requirement is €11,904 for the first year (equivalent to €992 per 



month). Common ways to satisfy this include opening a blocked bank account (Sperrkonto) 
in Germany with the required amount, obtaining a formal financial obligation letter 
(Verpflichtungserklärung) from a sponsor in Germany, or showing a scholarship covering your 
costs (details in Documents Checklist). Without proof of finances, a visa will not be granted. 

• Health Insurance: It is mandatory to have health insurance coverage. You’ll need travel 
health insurance for the period from arrival until university enrollment, and then student 
health insurance (usually a German public or private health insurance) once enrolled. This is 
both an admission and visa requirement. 

• Intention to Study: The visa is for full-time study. You should genuinely intend to pursue your 
degree and abide by visa conditions. The embassy may assess your study plans and 
motivations in the interview. (Working part-time is allowed under German law, but the 
primary purpose of your stay must be studying.) 

• Clean Record and Ties: While not explicitly stated in the checklist, general visa eligibility 
implies you should not have a record of visa violations or serious criminal issues. It helps to 
prepare to explain your ties to your home country or plans after studying (to show you are 
likely to use the education productively). However, Germany does allow graduates to stay and 
work, so focus on your academic and career intentions rather than an intent to immigrate 
outright. 

Required Documents Checklist 

When applying for a German study visa at the Embassy in Accra, prepare one set of originals and 
one set of copies (A4 size) of all documents. Do NOT staple your documents. Bring every item on 
the checklist; incomplete applications won’t be accepted. Below is a detailed checklist: 

• Visa Application Form and Declaration: Completed application form (VIDEX) **and the 
official Additional Declaration form, filled in English or German and signed by you. (You 
can fill the form online via the Consular Services Portal and print it, or use the VIDEX form 
template.) 

• Passport: A valid national passport (original) plus a photocopy of the data page. The 
passport must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended entry and have at least 
two blank pages. 

• Biometric Passport Photo: One recent passport-size photo, biometric specs (35mm x 
45mm, white background, not older than 6 months)accra.diplo.de. Do not staple or glue the 
photo to the formaccra.diplo.de – just bring it separately. 

• Birth Certificate: Your birth certificate (original based on first registration) and a copy. This 
is used to verify identity and parental information. 

• Educational Certificates: Proof of your educational background: include your secondary 
school leaving certificates – BECE and WASSCE (West African Senior School Certificate 
Exam if applicable) results. If you attended any tertiary institution, include those certificates 
as well (see below for university documents). 

https://accra.diplo.de/gh-en/service/-visainformation/2615324-2615324#:%7E:text=3
https://accra.diplo.de/gh-en/service/-visainformation/2615324-2615324#:%7E:text=3


• Curriculum Vitae (CV): A concise CV or résumé detailing your educational history, any 
professional training, and work experience. Make sure to list all diplomas, certificates, and 
qualifications you have obtained. This helps the visa officers see your academic and career 
progression. 

• Letter of Motivation: A motivation letter, handwritten and signed by you. Explain why you 
plan to study in Germany, your expectations of the stay, how it fits into your 
career/personal development, and your future plans (e.g. career goals after graduation). Be 
genuine and detailed – this letter is important for your interview and application. 

• University Admission Letter: The official admission or acceptance letter from the German 
university (original and copy). This letter must state the name of the program/course, the 
start date, and the language of instruction. Admission may be unconditional or conditional; 
if conditional (e.g. upon language course or preparatory course), ensure you also meet those 
conditions. 

• Proof of Language Proficiency: Evidence of language skills in the language your program 
is taught in. If your admission letter confirms your language proficiency or that the course 
is taught in English, that may suffice. Otherwise, provide a language certificate: for German-
taught programs, at least B2 level German is usually required (if no prior preparatory 
language course); for English-taught programs, include IELTS/TOEFL or other proof as 
required by the university. 

• Proof of Sufficient Financial Means: Proof of finances to cover at least one year of living 
expenses: currently €11,904 for 12 months (which is €992 per month). You can prove this by 
one of the following: 

o Blocked Account Confirmation: The recommended method is a blocked bank 
account (Sperrkonto) in Germany with the minimum required sum deposited. Obtain 
an official bank confirmation letter showing the account has been opened in your 
name with €11,904 deposited and stating the monthly withdrawal limit (e.g. 
€992/month). Note: Open the blocked account before applying for the visa, as you 
must show the confirmation at your interview. Partial proofs like transfer slips are not 
sufficient. 

o Formal Obligation Letter: Alternatively, a sponsor in Germany can provide a 
Verpflichtungserklärung (formal obligation), obtained from their local aliens’ office 
in Germany. This legal document must confirm the sponsor’s financial capacity (it 
should have the remark “nachgewiesen”, meaning the sponsor’s means were 
verified). It must cover the entire study period and be issued no more than 6 months 
before your intended entry. Original letter is required. (A new letter is needed for each 
visa application). 

o Scholarship or Sponsorship: If you have a scholarship from an official source 
(German government, DAAD, etc.) or a funding from your prospective German 
university/professor, bring documentation of that. A full scholarship covering at least 
€992 per month is generally accepted as proof of financial means. If a parent or third 



party will fund you without a formal obligation, you may need to show their bank 
statements and a support letter, but the German Embassy strongly prefers a 
blocked account or obligation letter as concrete proof of funding. 

• Health Insurance Documents: Proof of health insurance coverage in Germany, presented 
as two parts: 

o Travel/Incoming Insurance: Coverage from the day you arrive in Germany up to the 
date of university enrollment (short-term health insurance for incoming students). 
This ensures you are covered during initial weeks/months before student insurance 
kicks in. 

o Student Health Insurance: Proof that you’ll have long-term health insurance once 
enrolled (typically, registration with a German public health insurer or a private plan 
acceptable for students). Often, you can get a letter from a German public insurer 
(e.g. TK, AOK, Barmer) stating you will be insured upon enrollment. Note: A simple 
travel health insurance policy is **not sufficient for the visa; you need proper student 
medical coverage. 

• Residence Permit (if applicable): This item applies only if you are not a citizen of the 
country where you are applying from. If you are a foreign national residing in a different 
country, provide proof of your legal residence status. This shows the Embassy you are 
residing in their consular jurisdiction legally.  

• University Degrees and Transcripts: If you have undertaken previous tertiary studies (e.g. 
Bachelor’s or Master’s degrees), include those degree certificates and transcripts 
(originals + copies). For example, if you are applying for a Master’s, bring your bachelor’s 
degree certificate and transcript. If applying for a PhD, bring your master’s (and bachelor’s) 
certificates. These prove your academic qualifications for the new program. 

• Proof of Work Experience (if applicable): If you have any relevant work experience or 
internships, especially time after your last studies, it’s advisable to include proof of this. This 
can be employment letters/contracts, a letter from your employer, and recent pay slips. 
While not mandatory for the visa, it can support your study plan (and might be required for 
certain scholarship holders or if there’s a gap in studies). 

Important: All documents in languages other than English or German should be accompanied by 
official translations into English or German. Also, ensure names and dates are consistent across 
documents (especially your name on certificates vs passport). The Embassy will return your original 
documents after processing, but you must submit them for verification. Any forged or falsified 
documents will result in an immediate visa rejection and blacklisting of the applicant, so use only 
genuine documents. 

Application Process: Step-by-Step 

Applying for a German study visa in Ghana involves several stages. Below is a step-by-step 
breakdown, including booking your appointment, the biometric data process, and the visa interview: 



1. Complete the Online Application: Begin by filling out the visa application form online via 
the Federal Foreign Office’s Consular Services Portal. On the portal, select the long-term 
student visa option and input all required details. You will also upload electronic copies of 
your documents (as per the checklist above) to the portal. The online system (VIDEX) will 
check your data and documents for completeness. Submit the application through the portal 
when ready.  

2. Receive Feedback and Schedule an Appointment: After online submission, the visa 
section will review your application. If any documents are missing or incomplete, you may 
be notified to correct this. Once your application is deemed complete, you will receive 
feedback and a link to book an in-person appointment at the German Embassy. Schedule 
your visa appointment through that link as early as possible. Appointment slots can fill up 
quickly, especially before academic semesters. (If the online system is unavailable, 
appointments can alternatively be booked via the embassy’s appointment system, but 
currently student visa appointments are mainly handled via the portal process.) 

3. Prepare and Attend the Visa Interview: On the appointment date, arrive at the German 
Embassy on time with all your original documents and one set of copies. At the visa 
section, you will submit your documents and undergo a visa interview and biometric data 
collection. Specifically, the process at your appointment will include: 

o Identity Verification: An officer will verify your passport identity and check that you 
are the person who applied. 

o Document Submission: You will hand over your application form (printed from the 
portal or filled out) with your passport and all the required original documents and 
copies. The staff will cross-check them against the uploaded documents. 

o Biometric Data Collection: They will take your fingerprints and a digital 
photograph on the spot (hence the requirement for biometrics). This is a standard 
security step for visas. 

o Visa Interview: A consular officer will conduct a short interview, usually lasting 
around 10–15 minutes. You will be asked questions about your study plans, 
motivation, university, finances, and possibly your future plans (see Interview Tips 
section). Answer confidently and truthfully. 

o Fee Payment: At the end of the interview, you will pay the visa application fee of €75. 
Make sure to get a receipt. After payment, the embassy will keep your passport and 
documents for processing. 

4. Await Processing: After your interview, your application will be processed. Do not expect 
an immediate decision, as all student visa applications must be forwarded to Germany 
for approval. The German Embassy will send your file to the local Foreigners Authority 
(Ausländerbehörde) in the city of your university for their consent. Processing times vary 
(see next section), but typically take several weeks. Be patient and avoid status inquiries 
during the normal processing period – the embassy will not respond to status checks in the 
first 4 weeks after submission. It’s normal for this stage to take around 8 weeks or more. 



Meanwhile, ensure you remain reachable via the contact information you provided; the 
embassy will contact you if additional information or documents are required. 

5. Decision and Passport Collection: Once a decision is made on your visa, the Embassy will 
inform you (usually by email or phone). If your visa is approved, you will be asked to come 
collect your passport (with the visa vignette/sticker) or it will be mailed back to you as per 
embassy’s practice. When you receive your passport, immediately check the visa sticker 
for any errors in your name, passport number, dates, or number of entries. If you spot an error, 
report it to the embassy at once so it can be corrected. The national visa for study is typically 
issued for an initial 3-month period (to enter Germany); after arriving, you must register with 
the local authorities in Germany and convert it to a longer-term residence permit for 
study. If, unfortunately, your visa is denied, you will receive a refusal notice with reasons and 
information on the appeal process (remonstration). You could reapply or appeal, but make 
sure to address the issues noted before trying again. 

Note: Always apply well in advance of your intended travel date and semester start. It’s 
recommended to apply at least 2–3 months early, as delays can occur. Student visas involve 
multiple authorities and therefore take time for approval. The Embassy advises not to make non-
refundable travel or tuition payments until you have the visa. 

Tips for a Successful Visa Interview 

Attending the visa interview can be nerve-wracking, but preparation is key. Here are some tips to help 
you succeed in the interview at the German Embassy: 

• Know Your Study Plan: Be prepared to clearly explain why you chose Germany for your 
studies, why you selected your specific university and program, and what you hope to 
achieve. Expect questions like “Why this course?” or “What do you plan to do after 
graduation?” Have a convincing but truthful narrative about your academic and career goals. 
Demonstrating that you have done research about your university and how the program fits 
your career will impress the interviewer. 

• Demonstrate Financial Understanding: You will likely be asked about your financial plan. 
Be ready to explain how you will fund your studies and living expenses in Germany (e.g. 
through your blocked account, sponsor, or scholarship). If parents or another sponsor are 
supporting you, know their occupation and relationship to you, and ensure your answers 
match the documents. Show that you are fully aware of the costs and that the required funds 
are secured. 

• Be Honest and Consistent: Answer all questions truthfully and confidently. The visa officer 
will have your application details, so any inconsistency between what you say and your 
documents can raise red flags. Do not try to give answers you think they “want to hear” if they 
are not true. It’s okay if you plan to seek work experience in Germany after studies or return 
to Ghana – what matters is that your reasons make sense and you are focused on completing 
your studies. Maintain a polite and calm demeanor throughout. 

• Bring All Originals: Have your original documents organized in a file, along with the set of 
copies. During the interview, the officer may ask to see specific originals (like your degree 



certificate, financial proof, etc.). Quick access to your documents shows preparedness. If an 
important document is missing, your application might be put on hold or rejected, so double-
check your checklist before the interview day. 

• Practice Common Questions: While it’s not a formal test, it helps to practice answering 
common questions out loud. Typical questions include: “What will you study and for how 
long?”, “Why do you want to study in Germany (as opposed to elsewhere)?”, “Who is financing 
your education?”, “What are your plans after graduation?”, “Do you have relatives in 
Germany?”, etc. Answer confidently in English (or German if you feel comfortable and your 
program is in German). The interview will typically be conducted in English, but if you claim 
to know German, you might get a couple of questions in German. 

• Professional Appearance and Manners: Dress neatly (business casual is fine) to make a 
good impression. Be punctual for your appointment – arriving at least 15 minutes early is 
advisable. Greet the interviewer politely and maintain good eye contact. A confident posture 
and clear speaking voice can help convey your sincerity. 

• Don’t Panic – Be Yourself: The interview is straightforward if you are genuine. The purpose is 
to verify your intent to study and your preparedness. If you don’t understand a question, it’s 
okay to politely ask for clarification. If you are nervous, take a breath before answering. The 
officers are trained to be friendly but also to spot inconsistencies, so stay calm and answer 
naturally. 

• No False Documents or Info: Never present forged documents or false information. The 
embassy has strict policies against fraud – any attempt to deceive will result in immediate 
rejection and could bar you from future visas. This includes fake admission letters, altered 
bank statements, or false claims about sponsors. It’s far better to be transparent if there’s an 
issue (for example, if you haven’t received a required document yet, explain it). 

By following these tips – being well-prepared, honest, and confident – you will increase your 
chances of a successful visa interview. Remember, the interviewer simply wants to confirm that you 
are a genuine student who has the means and plans to study in Germany. Many students 
successfully obtain their visas each year by meeting the requirements and calmly explaining their 
goals. 

 


