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CHOLESTEATOMA 

1. Received labelled as X are one / several fragments measuring XXX cm in aggregate.  
2. Externally, the specimen shows a brownish / whitish coloration, with an irregular surface and a 

keratotic / crusted appearance // indurated fragments with a bony appearance are identified.  
3. The specimen is entirely submitted in X blocks.  

 
 

TO CONSIDER 

ꟷ Histologically benign lesion that may behave in a locally aggressive manner within the middle 
ear or mastoid. Surgical treatment is required. 
ꟷ The specimen is frequently received in multiple fragments, as it is friable and tends to fragment 
during handling. 
ꟷ Measure and describe the specimen. 
ꟷ Inking of the external surface is not required (assessment of surgical margins is unreliable). 
ꟷ Bony fragments may be present if local destruction has occurred. 
ꟷ Submit the specimen entirely for histological examination. 
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DISCLAIMER 

The image and text are provided for illustrative purposes only. The tissue sections submitted and 
the description provided will depend on the individual specimen characteristics, the clinical 
diagnostic suspicion, the experience of the dissector, and the institutional guidelines of the 
laboratory.  

This document has been translated from the original Spanish version using AI-based tools. The 
text may contain typographical errors or inaccurate translations. 
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