
Loving-Kindness and Compassion-Based Meditation 

 
What is Loving-Kindness and Compassion-Based Meditation? 
Loving-Kindness Meditation (LKM) and Compassion-Based Meditation (CBM) are 
mindfulness practices that focus on cultivating feelings of love, kindness, and compassion 
for oneself and others. These practices are rooted in Buddhist traditions and have been 
shown to enhance emotional well-being, reduce stress, and promote positive social 
connections (Hofmann et al., 2011). 

Benefits of Loving-Kindness and Compassion-Based Meditation 

• Increases positive emotions and well-being (Fredrickson et al., 2008). 

• Reduces stress, anxiety, and depression (Hofmann et al., 2011). 

• Enhances empathy and social connection (Klimecki et al., 2013). 

• Strengthens neural circuits associated with compassion (Lutz et al., 2009). 

How to Practice Loving-Kindness and Compassion-Based Meditation 

1. Find a Quiet Space: Choose a calm environment and sit comfortably. 

2. Set an Intention: Decide to cultivate feelings of kindness and compassion. 

3. Use Loving-Kindness Phrases: Mentally repeat phrases such as: 

o “May I be happy. May I be healthy. May I be safe. May I live with ease.” 

o Extend these phrases to others, including loved ones, acquaintances, and 
even difficult individuals. 

4. Visualize Compassion: Imagine a warm, glowing light spreading from your heart to 
yourself and others. 

5. Breathe Deeply: With each inhale, cultivate love and kindness; with each exhale, 
send these feelings outward. 

6. End with Gratitude: Reflect on the positive feelings generated. 

Client Exercises for Practicing Loving-Kindness and Compassion-Based Meditation 

Exercise 1: Self-Compassion Practice 

• Close your eyes and take deep breaths. 

• Place a hand over your heart and silently repeat: 

o “May I be kind to myself.” 

o “May I accept myself as I am.” 

• If self-criticism arises, acknowledge it without judgment and return to the phrases. 
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Exercise 2: Extending Loving-Kindness to Others 

• Visualize a loved one and silently repeat: 

o “May you be happy. May you be healthy. May you be safe.” 

• Gradually extend this to acquaintances, strangers, and difficult individuals. 

• Notice any shifts in emotions as you practice. 

Exercise 3: Compassion for Suffering 

• Visualize someone experiencing pain or hardship. 

• Imagine sending them warmth and comfort. 

• Silently repeat: “May you find peace. May your suffering be eased.” 

• Acknowledge any emotions that arise and gently return to the phrases. 

Tracking Your Progress 
Keeping track of your meditation practice helps measure emotional changes and 
improvements in self-compassion. Use the table below to log your experiences: 

Date Duration Focus Object Notable 
Thoughts/Distractions 

Observations & Feelings 
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Reflection Questions: 

• Did you notice a change in your emotions after practicing? 

• How did your attitude toward yourself and others shift? 

• Were there any challenges, and how did you address them? 

 

 

Research and Evidence 

• Fredrickson, B. L., Cohn, M. A., Coffey, K. A., Pek, J., & Finkel, S. M. (2008). Open hearts build lives: 
Positive emotions, induced through loving-kindness meditation, build consequential personal 
resources. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 95(5), 1045-1062. 

• Hofmann, S. G., Grossman, P., & Hinton, D. E. (2011). Loving-kindness and compassion meditation: 
Potential for psychological interventions. Clinical Psychology Review, 31(7), 1126-1132. 

• Klimecki, O. M., Leiberg, S., Ricard, M., & Singer, T. (2013). Differential pattern of functional brain 
plasticity after compassion and empathy training. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 9(6), 
873-879. 

• Lutz, A., Brefczynski-Lewis, J., Johnstone, T., & Davidson, R. J. (2009). Regulation of the neural 
circuitry of emotion by compassion meditation: Effects of meditative expertise. PLoS ONE, 4(3), 
e4377. 

 


