Dragons' Wisdom: A Journey of Growth Newsletter
Issue 21: The Bridge Walkers – Rome, Dragons, and a New Prophecy
Welcome back to Dragons' Wisdom: A Journey of Growth.
This time, we step away from Berlin and into the winding streets and echoing churches of Rome, where stone and bronze dragons watch from walls, fountains, and floors. As Mike and Ceres prepare for their next adventure in Book 3: The Bridge Walkers Prophecy, it felt the perfect moment to listen to what these Roman dragons might have to say.
I’m excited to share that The Bridge Walkers Prophecy is planned for release around Easter. Over the coming weeks, I’ll send a few snippets, teasers, and behind‑the‑scenes notes about where Mike and Ceres are heading next, and how this new story weaves together bridges, destinies, and the thin places between worlds.
For now, let’s begin our journey in Rome.
Dragons in Rome: Stone Guardians and Storm Standards
Walk through Rome with your eyes lifted and you soon notice creatures that are not quite lions, not quite serpents – wings tucked against stone, claws gripping cornices, jaws open as if mid‑warning.
One of the dragons I met there is carved in pale stone, wings curled forward like a shield, its face a strange blend of lion and serpent. Another curls in bronze on a marble floor grille: a coiled guardian at the centre of circles within circles, surrounded by leaves, flowers, and other small beasts.
These aren’t the fire‑breathing hoard‑keepers of later medieval tales. They feel older, stranger – symbols at the meeting point of power, mystery, and the unknown.
In Roman and late Roman culture, dragon‑like creatures appear in several ways:
· As protective guardians, built into fountains, doorways, or tombs, warding off what does not belong.
· As military emblems, especially the draco standard carried by cavalry, a windsock‑like dragon whose cloth body snapped and roared in the air as soldiers charged.
· As liminal beings, inhabiting cracks between worlds – between earth and sky, city and wild, civilization and chaos.
The Romans borrowed and reshaped many of their stories from Greece, the Near East, and beyond. So, their dragons are also cultural bridges, stitching together myths from older civilizations.

What Did the Romans Think of Dragons?
When we ask what the Romans “thought” of dragons, we’re really asking: what did these shapes mean to them?
A few themes stand out:
1. Power and Awe
A dragon on a shield, banner, or building signalled something potent. It wasn’t cute decoration; it suggested forces that could not be easily tamed – armies, storms, or gods whose moods could turn quickly.
2. Warning and Protection
Dragons often guard thresholds. A dragon on a doorway, fountain, or grate says, in its own language:
“Beyond this point, things are different. Pay attention.”
In a city of rulers, gods, and ambitious men, the dragon is a reminder that there are still powers you do not fully control.
3. The Edge of the Map
For Roman writers, dragon‑like creatures often lived at the edges of the known world – in far deserts, distant mountains, or uncharted seas. They marked limits: places on the map where imagination had to take over from certainty.
Standing in front of those Roman dragons with a camera, I found myself wondering: What edges of my own map are they pointing to? What unknowns am I avoiding, and what thresholds am I about to cross?
How This Connects to The Bridge Walkers Prophecy
In The Bridge Walkers Prophecy, Mike and Ceres are drawn into a new kind of crossing – not just through time, but between realities, loyalties, and versions of themselves.
Bridges in this story are never just stone and steel. They are:
· Choices that connect one possible future to another.
· Relationships that span painful divides.
· Acts of courage that move us from fear into participation.
The Roman dragons offer a kind of foreshadowing:
· Like the bronze dragon at the centre of concentric circles, Mike and Ceres find themselves at the centre of ripples they cannot fully see.
· Like the stone dragon carved into the wall, they must decide whether they will be guardians of old boundaries or keepers of new passages.
As you read the snippets I’ll share in the coming weeks, you might watch for how dragons – literal or symbolic – show up around the bridges Mike and Ceres must cross.

Everyday Lessons from Rome’s Dragons
From these Roman dragons, we can draw some practical reflections for our own lives:
1. Honour Your Thresholds
Dragons often sit at doorways, gates, and liminal spaces. Where, in your life, are you standing at a threshold – between jobs, identities, beliefs, or relationships? Instead of rushing through, take time to ask:
· What is ending?
· What is beginning?
· What deserves to be honoured before I move on?
2. Carry a Living Standard
The Roman draco was most alive when the wind caught it. In still air, it was just fabric and metal; in motion, it roared. In the same way, your values are just words until movement animates them.
· Which value do you want your life to “fly” under this season – courage, kindness, curiosity, integrity?
· What small action today would let that value snap and ripple in the wind?
3. Befriend the Edge of the Map
Roman stories placed dragons at the boundaries of the known world. Our modern “edges” might be:
· A difficult conversation you’ve been delaying.
· A creative project you’re afraid to start.
· A change in your life you can feel coming but haven’t named.
Instead of treating those edges as places to avoid, see them as invitations. The dragon is there not just to frighten you, but to announce that something significant waits beyond.
Reflection Questions for Your Journey
1. Where is there a “dragon” at the edge of your current path?
Is it guarding a change you’ve been resisting, a truth you’ve avoided, or an opportunity you’re not sure you’re ready for?
2. What threshold are you crossing as we approach Easter?
Is it connected to work, relationships, creativity, or your own inner life?
3. Which value do you want to turn into a living standard this season?
How could you let it move in the “wind” of real decisions and behaviour?
4. If you had a stone dragon carved above your doorway, what would you want it to remind you of each time you came home or left?
5. What kind of “bridge walker” are you becoming?
Someone who clings to one bank, or someone willing to carry messages, healing, and courage from one side to another?
Looking Ahead: Towards The Bridge Walkers Prophecy
In the next newsletter, I’ll share:
· A brief excerpt from The Bridge Walkers Prophecy.
· A glimpse of one of the new locations Mike and Ceres will visit.
· A few thoughts about what it really means to be a “bridge walker” in our own time.
As Easter approaches, my hope is that these stories continue to offer not just escape, but equipment – images, questions, and metaphors that help you navigate your own thresholds with a little more courage and a little less fear.
Until next time, may the dragons at your doorways remind you that you are standing on the edge of possibility, and may you find the bridges you most need – and the courage to cross them.
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