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Meeting & Program for February 2026

This month's meeting will be on February 17, 2026, at the Grant-Reeves Veterans
Community Center (hereinafter referred to as the VFW Hall) in Cornelia.
Our speaker this month is Donna Orford.  She grew up in Marietta, GA, attended GA 
Southern College and graduated with a BS in Recreation in 1975. She spent a long 
career working in Recreation, but had many other careers along the way. Donna moved 
to Flowery Branch, GA, when she married her husband, Jerry Cheek. They fell in love 
with the Franklin area after 20 years of traveling there for bicycling trips. They 
decided that Franklin was where they wanted to retire so they bought a house in 
2017, retired and moved to their forever home.  Like many of us, she grew up sewing 
clothes. She felt she was never very good at that but that was the only way she and 
her sisters could afford to have the latest fashions in their high school years. 
Franklin is where she found her love of quilting so for the last 7 years she has been 
learning and perfecting her skills. She became a certified Studio 180 Designs 
instructor, (Tucker), in 2023 and has been teaching quilting for 4 years.
Michael DeGrave will be at the February meeting for sewing machine cleaning and 
repairs.  For an appointment, please contact Beth Fannin (352) 816-3074 at least one 
week prior to our guild meeting, which will be February 10th.

Mission Statement  
The purpose of the guild is to promote and perpetuate the art of quilting. The work of the guild is designed to benefit and 
educate those interested in preserving, continuing, and advancing this art. The guild is a Not-for-Profit Educational 
organization. 

FEBRUARY WORKSHOP NEWS
A Maze Ing Quilt with Candace Hassen – February 27, 2026 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

A $10 non-refundable deposit will be required to signup for this workshop. The 
deposit will apply to the $20 fee. Deposit payment can be made by cash or check to 
the Workshops Chairperson. Checks should be made out to Mountain Laurel Quilters 
Guild. Contact Pat Mahoney by e-mail at patriciafmahoney@gmail.com or text message 
to 770-294-2043. Pat
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February Program - Demonstration of
Tucker Trimmer, not just for squaring up blocks

Tucker Trimmer Tool Basics Designed as a trim down ruler for squares that are 
constructed from triangles, the Tucker Trimmer™ tool helps quilters produce high 
quality pieces of work. By starting with squares that are slightly larger than 
necessary, quilters can quickly sew and press units and then trim them down to an 
exact measurement. In addition to the instructions included here, you can also watch 
video demonstrations for using your Tucker Trimmer™ tool at: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/DebTuckerStudio180.
The Tucker Trimmer I, II, and III are not just for trimming your finished blocks. It 
can do so much more. For example, you can make Log Cabin blocks, Curved Log Cabin 
blocks, Eight at once Half Square Triangles, Shaded Nine Patch, Shaded Four Patch, 
Cyclone, and more. Below are a few photos of sample blocks.

Shade Four Patch
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MOUNTAIN LAUREL QUILTERS GUILD 2026 PROGRAMS & WORKSHOPS

Feb 17, 2026 Program Donna Orford – trunk show
Feb 27, 2026 Workshop Candace Hassen – A Maze Zing

Mar 17, 2026 Program Pam Hobart – quilting and AI discussion
Mar 27, 2026 Workshop Guild Service & Charity–comfort & donation quilts, pillowcases, etc

Apr 21, 2026 Program Sylvia Schaefer – What is Modern Quilting/Quilt Show
Apr 24, 2026 Workshop Sylvia Schaefer – Ombre Symphony

May 19, 2026 Program Laurel Rudolph - trunk show
May 22, 2026 Workshop Laurel Rudolph – techniques for applying letters to quilts

Jun 16, 2026 Program TBD
Jun 26, 2026 Workshop Guild Service & Charity–comfort & donation quilts, pillowcases, etc

Jul 21, 2026 Program TBD
Jul 31, 2026 Workshop Open Sew – members and guests

Aug 18, 2026 Program Kelly Ashton
Aug 19, 2026 Workshop Kelly Ashton

Sept 15, 2026 Program TBD
Sept 25, 2026 Workshop Deb Heatherly – Zoom workshop

Oct 20, 2026 Program TBD
Oct 23, 2026 Workshop Guild Service & Charity–comfort & donation quilts, pillowcases, etc

Nov 17, 2026 Program
Nov 2026 Workshop No workshop

Dec 15, 2026 Program President’s Challenge Show & Christmas Luncheon
Dec 2026 Workshop No workshop
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President’s Message

It is Saturday afternoon January 24 as I write this Newsletter. We are preparing 
for the Ice Storm that is predicted to begin this evening in our area. I believe that 
what is being shown on the television is that this storm will impact many of our 
members. Please stay safe and hopefully in your home until all this has ended.
We had a great Beginner Free Motion Workshop with Chris Stephenson. She shared 
a lot of tips on how to use a domestic machine to quilt your projects. Several of our 
quilters were using their featherweight machines. I didn’t bring a machine, but I 
enjoyed doodling the designs that she shared with everyone. I was able to learn 
some new designs that I will use in the future.
I met with the VFW Quartermaster before the meeting began on Friday. We signed 
a new contract to use the VFW for meetings and workshops in 2026. I also 
presented the VFW with a wooden Betsy Ross (1776) flag that was made by my 
husband.
There will be a meeting of Officers and Chairpersons before the February meeting 
at 10:30 am. We will be discussing the current By-Laws and Policies and Procedures 
for any changes that need to be made. ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
REVIEW OUR CURRENT BY-LAWS AND POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR ANY 
CHANGES THAT NEED TO BE ADDED OR DELETED.  (Please feel free to contact 
any of the Officers to share your information.)
I want to encourage ALL members to make plans to participate in the WORKSHOPS 
that are planned for this year. It takes a lot of time for Beth and Pat to contact 
these individuals to share their programs and schedule them to come to our 
meetings and workshops. They spend a lot of their personal time coordinating with 
these individuals. Our speakers have been great and shared with us some new 
techniques to help us as quilters. Also, we have 3 Workshops that members can 
attend to make the items that we share with the charities we support.
I have announced the President’s Challenge for 2026. The Challenge is that you 
must use fabrics in Red, White and Blue. It is the 250th celebration of the USA. 
ALL ENTRIES MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES -- TABLE RUNNER 
WITH AT LEAST 3 BLOCKS OR MORE, THROW, OR LARGER QUILT. (QUILTS 
WITH PANELS WILL BE ACCEPTED AS LONG AS IT  INCLUDES THE COLORS 
REQUIRED.)
Until we meet – THAT'S ALL FOLKS! 

Libby
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Guild Meeting Minutes
20 January 2025

Libby Armstrong, President, opened the meeting at 12:10 pm.
Door locked and monitored. Please sit at back if you need to leave early.  Emergency exits at 
front and back.  Libby asked all present to wear their official MLQG name tag or get a plastic 
clip-on from Membership.
BIRTHDAYS - Happy January birthdays : Linda Hynninen, LuAnn Luedtke, JoAnn Valanzola, Ginny 
Fagen, Rita Sander, Birgit Kunstman
DONATION SHOW AND TELL please fill in a form.  Piecers and Quilters will be recorded for 
prizes at the end of the year - make sure you fill in a form!
19 pillowcases were handed in - thank you to Betty Massey (3), Caroline Warren (3), Janet Horn 
(4), Bev Mannes (8) and one anonymously. 
Betty Massey - 1. youth - 3 Yard Quilt 2. youth - 3 Yard Quilt both quilted by Betty
Gini Cawood - QOV - Large "Indivisible #4" - quilted by Ginny Fagen 
Bev Mannes - 1. lap 2. lap 3. wheelchair, all quilted by Bev
Caroline Warren - youth - quilted by LuAnn Luedtke
Carol Gardiner - large - yellow and scrappy - quilted by Jan Carlson
SHOW AND TELL please fill in a form.
Quilts were shown this month - please view on Facebook.
Susan Barrett - leather bag, Janet Horn - Christmas Log Cabin Challenge and snowmen 
placemats, Dottie Wonders - jacket. 
DOOR PRIZES Ginny Fagen, Pam McBride - earned $135
Winners were - Barb Westbrook, Carol Gardiner, Libby Armstrong, Julie Claxton, Karen 
Trombley and Gini Cawood
TREASURER'S REPORT Betty Massey - as printed in Newsletter, motioned by Kiki Williamson, 
seconded by Bev Mannes, approved
MINUTES Gini Cawood - as printed in Newsletter, motioned by Peggy Saum, seconded by Terry 
Wright, approved
MEMBERSHIP Mary Oliver - 35 members signed in, many paid 2026 dues.  Please return plastic 
name tags to the box at Membership.
AUDITORS Gini Cawood, MaryAnn Prue, Sharon Ruth - all in order, audit done for October, 
November and December 2025.
BASTING Pat Mahoney - 4 quilts basted today, NO BASTING in February.
CIRCLE OF HOPE Rosale Bolstad not present - Thank you for paper products. Next month 
canned goods, packaged foods if can be mixed with water. 
COMFORT QUILTS - Gini Cawood - 2 comfort quilts ready. One presented to Ginny Fagen. Paths 
and Stiles pattern is on Quilter's Cache.  March Workshop will be Service projects - please help 
by cutting out and/or sewing a comfort quilt.
FACILITATORS - Pat Statler, all on, coffee at back. 
HISTORIAN  Jeanie Whitworth - news up to date. Please announce any news during meeting 
(which will be minuted) and present items to be filed to Libby or Gini.
HOSTESS Mitzi Lantz - not present - Spring Luncheon - next event - competition for best hat.
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NEWSLETTER Betty Massey - deadline for Newsletter articles 25th January.
OFFICIAL HUGGER - Rita Sander - not present but doing ok.  
OPPORTUNITY QUILT - Barb Westbrook and Caroline Warren - Sign-up sheets at back. 
Please go online to volunteer to be an Ambassador (help make our booth free : 20 hours 
required) Sewingexpo.com.  Sign-up sheets also for our Opportunity Quilt sales booth. Next 
month bring nice scraps for our $5 brown bag sale. Volunteer as ambassador to do the Sew 
For a Cause booth and help QOV at the same time!  Free admission for volunteers! Bigger and 
more vendors than ever before! 12, 13, 14 March 2026 at Gas Light Centre in Duluth.
PARLIAMENTARIAN - Lucia Scroggs - not present
PUBLICITY - Barb Westbrook  -  Contacting papers, pictures on Facebook
QOV Karen Trombley -  3rd Friday at Ebenezer Church, come sew, we have supplies.  AcuQuilt 
for cutting scraps. 10 year anniversary for the NGA Chapter in March 2026. Wheelchair quilts 
45" x 45" : do not need to be red, white and blue for hospice.  7 February is QOV Saturday 
Sew Day at Ebenezer Church 9 until 4. Sew with us and win prizes. Register at QOVF.org
ROSTER/WEBMASTER Kathy Wasden, send information. Kathy has been in hospital and will 
have many months of rehab.  Comfort Quilt pattern is Paths and Stiles. Roster managed by 
Bev Mannes.
SUNSHINE MaryAnn Prue - birthday cards sent, please let her know if get well cards are 
needed.
PROGRAMS Beth Fannin - "Ask an Expert" ideas for each month. February we will have trunk 
Show by Donna Orford. 
WORKSHOPS Pat Mahoney - This week Free Motion quilting with Chris Stephenson.  $20 for 
members with a $10 non-refundable deposit - please see Pat to sign up and pay deposit.  
Workshop space available to sew your personal projects, all members welcome.
27 February Workshop - Candace Hassen "A Maze Ing" $20 with deposit $10. Supply list to 
be posted online.
27 March Workshop - Service projects : pillowcases, donation quilts and comfort quilts.
BEE ARTFUL Bev Mannes - regular meeting 2nd Tuesday of the month, 10 February VFW, 10 
am to 2 pm.  Bev will present a program on woven quilts. Help hand quilt embroidered quilt for 
donation.   
BEE HANDY Caroline Warren - 4th Wednesday of the month - 28 January, 10 am to 2:00 pm  
Ebenezer United Methodist Church, 4000 Hollywood Hwy, Hollywood. Door prizes!  Work will 
continue on wool applique, crochet, knitting, cross stitch, needle point, Sashiko, etc. Thank you 
to Mary Oliver for organizing the church hall. All members are welcome, sewing machines not 
"sew" much!
BEE SHARPS Gini Cawood - 1st Thursday of the month - 5 February - 10-2 - St. James 
Episcopal, Clayton. Bring your lunch, a project, an extension if sewing by machine. Coffee 
provided. All members welcome. Big Away Hinton Retreat 8 - 13 February has 17 possibly 18 
attendees (cap at 20). 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Mitzi Lantz is collecting small scraps to be shredded, spun and woven as 
children’s project. Also collecting 2 1/2" scraps or strips. Mitzi will trade Fat Quarters for
2 1/2" scraps.  
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OLD BUSINESS -
Membership Dues still being collected. $30 to renew plus $10 for Opportunity tickets. Please see 
Mary Oliver at the meeting or mail to the address in this newsletter.  New Rosters to be printed 
in March 2026. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS -
Laurel Rudolph, who will lead our May Workshop, has an exhibition 2 pm to 5 pm in Athens on 
Sunday.
Caroline read us a getting old poem ending with "I may be a senior but I am still in the race."
NEW BUSINESS -
Meeting of Board Members and Chairpersons on 17 February 2026 at 10:30 am before regular 
meeting. Please read By-Laws and Policies and Procedures and note any changes you would like to 
make.
Pillowcases - please hand in to Barb Westbrook after giving name and count to the secretary, who 
will record your work with donations.
President's Challenge for 2026
To celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the US - make 250 x 1" squares into a quilt.  Just kidding : 
use red white and blue in a quilt that can be a table runner, lap, full, youth, queen or king.  A panel 
can be used. Presentation at December Luncheon.  (Please note that even though a mini quilt is not 
acceptable for this challenge that 16 blocks with 15 pieces each, plus sashing, a border, machine 
and hand quilting, binding and a label has as much work involved as a large quilt! Ask me how I 
know...)
PROGRAM
Beth Fannin introduced our speaker, Vicki Lynn, Smokey Mountain Quilters Guild in Franklin. Vicki 
showed us her first quilt, that was a complicated BOM, and explained how her friend took her to 
the Expo, where she bought her first machine! When Vicki retired, she told Maxine, formerly of A 
Stitch in Time, Franklin, that she wanted a longarm machine. Maxine asked her if her desire for 
one was so strong that it kept her awake at night. Because her answer was no, she waited 3 more 
months before she went back to get the machine. Although Vicki does not have a pro stitcher and 
prefers to do it all free motion - she even sewed around M&Ms! - her quilting is exquisite! 
Vicki likes Tilda from Australia, available on Etsy for both patterns and fabric. She has a soft 
spot for bunnies and names her quilts after her grandchildren. Sometimes Vicki uses wool batting 
or two layers of cotton batting to create more dimension. She mentioned Laundry Basket Quilts 
and the "Sew-In-Love" book by Edyta Sitar, in addition to Primitive Gatherings. Vicki also likes 
cross stitch, wool applique and knitting, and recommended the Cabin Cross Stitch shop in the same 
parking lot as Mountain Quilts, Hiawassee. The two shops have a reciprocal discount - buy $35 
from one and get a 10% off coupon for the other. Look for a Drizzle pad, long embellishment 
needles and binding needles. We all enjoyed seeing Vicki's beautiful quilts and were amazed at the 
intricate applique work and quilting that she displayed for us.  
Libby thanked Vicki, and her assistants; Debbie, Chris and Sharon, for a wonderful trunk show.
Libby Armstrong adjourned the meeting at 1:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Gini Cawood, Secretary
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Need a Wider Backing?  This is a MAGICAL solution!

Bev ran across this amazing video for a solution to a common problem.  
Ever needed just a few inches more of your backing and wasn’t sure 
what to do other than go buy more yardage?  This video offers a 
solution for you.  This would be especially helpful on 45” wheelchair 
quilts and baby quilts.

https://youtu.be/Mxtx2XLnSXU?si=hahnvBOCG216kxMW

Circle of Hope 
   
Donations for February - Canned Food - fruit, vegetables, beans, 
tuna, etc.  Packaged food to mix with water - soup, pasta mixes.

Thanks, Rosale!

Basting

We will NOT have basting in advance of our February 17, 2026, guild 
meeting due to a board meeting before the regular meeting.

  Thanks, Pat

https://youtu.be/Mxtx2XLnSXU?si=hahnvBOCG216kxMW
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Treasurer’s Report
 

2025 Budget Report
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2026 Dues

Reminder - It is time to renew your membership for 2026!
Dues are as follows:
Renewing members - $40 which includes the Opportunity Quilt commitment.
For members who are 80 years of age or older, renewal is $10 for Opportunity Quilt. 
All members of the Guild are required to purchase $10 worth of raffle tickets (12 
tickets) for the Opportunity Quilt.  It is one of our main fundraisers.  You may sell 
your tickets to someone else or enter them in your own name.
Checks should be made out to Mountain Laurel Quilters Guild. Please see me at the 
February meeting or mail to:

Mary Oliver
185 Sarah Lane

Cornelia, GA. 30531
The tickets will be filled out in your name and entered into the raffle.

Quilts of Valor

We will be meeting February 20, 2026, beginning at 10 am at the Ebenezer Methodist 
Church.  Bring basic sewing supplies and lunch.  We have irons, ironing board, cutting 
mats, rulers and rotary cutters. And fabric!

Karen
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BEE SHARPS 

The Bee Sharps will meet for their regular meeting at St. James Episcopal Church 
Hall, Clayton, 10 am until 2 pm on the first Thursday, 5 February 2026. Bring your 
lunch and sewing supplies, an extension for your machine and $3 for the church. 
Coffee will be provided.  BYO lunch. All members are welcome. For details or 
questions, contact Gini Cawood 706.599.3263.

The Bee Sharps will attend their "Big Away" Retreat at Hinton Retreat Center 8 
through 13 February.

BEE ARTFUL 

Bee Artful will meet Tuesday, February 10 at 10:00 in the VFW. Bev Mannes 
will lead a tutorial on making a small woven piece of fabric. The supply list is in 
this newsletter.  (Previous Page)   Hand-quilting the cross stitch quilt and work 
on your own project are also ways to use the time. Take your lunch. All are 
welcome!

Contact Bev Mannes  beverlymannes@gmail.com or 706-490-1708 for more 
information.
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BEE HANDY 

The Bee Handy group will meet February 25th at Ebenezer Methodist Church, 4000 
Hollywood Hwy, Clarkesville, from 10 am to 2:30 pm.

Bring your lunch, drink and any hand stitching. We will have Show and Tell.
For further information, please contact Caroline Warren, 770-656-4846 or 
Warren.carolinee@gmail.com.

Thanks, Caroline



Officers 2026

President Libby Armstrong
1st VP Programs Beth Fannin
2nd VP Workshops Pat Mahoney
Secretary Gini  Cawood
Treasurer Betty Massey

Committee Chairs for 2026
Auditors Gini Cawood

Mitzi Lantz
MaryAnn Prue

Basting Pat Mahoney
Bee Keepers Gini Cawood (Sharps)

Bev Mannes (Artful)
Caroline Warren (Handy)

Circle of Hope Rosale Bolstad
Comfort Quilts Gini Cawood 
Door Prizes Ginny Fagen 

Pam McBride
FaceBook Barb Westbrook

Kathy Wasden
Facilitator  Pat Statler
Historian  Jeanie Whitworth
Hostess Mitzi Lantz
Membership Mary Oliver
Newsletter Betty Massey
Official Hugger Rita Sander
Opportunity Quilt Caroline Warren

Barb Westbrook
Parliamentarian Lucia Scroggs
Publicity Barb Westbrook
Quilts of Valor Karen Trombley
Roster Team/ICD Kathy Wasden
  (Instant Church Bev Mannes
   Directory)
Sunshine MaryAnn Prue
Webmaster Kathy Wasden

Birthdays
Amanda Moriarty 9
Cathy Hebert 10
Jan Pitman 13
Kiki Williamson 15
Renee Lowery 20
Nina Fry 23
Julia Housley 24
Bonnie Burden 26
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Basting - Pin or Thread
Basting is held on the third Tuesday of 
the month at 10 am (before our monthly 
meeting) at the VFW Hall.  Members 
must contact the basting chairperson 
(Pat Mahoney) to let her know that they 
have a quilt to baste. Members can have 
their quilts basted for free providing 
they help baste other people’s quilts. 
Fees for non-members will be $25 
(single), $30 (full/queen) and $35 (king).

Donation Quilts
We will be tracking Donation quilts and 
awarding prizes at the December 
luncheon.  Please fill in form at sign in 
with name and size - any team quilts must 
include all names. Quilts only qualify. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

               1                2                3                4                          5
10 am - 
Bee
Sharps

              6 7
9 am - QOV 
Sew In 
Ebenezer 
Methodist

8 9 10
10 am - 
Bee Artful

            11                      12  13
 

14
Valentine’s 
Day

 15 16
President’s 
Day

17
10:30 am - 
Board 
meeting
12:30 pm -
Monthly 
Meeting

18 19 20
10 am - 
QOV

          21

22 23 24 25
10 am - 
Bee 
Handy
Newsletter
Deadline

26 27
Workshop

28

                                                 

Bee Buzziness - Normal Meeting Times - Check Calendar for any changes
REMEMBER, ALL MEMBERS CAN GO TO BEES

Bee Handy - Meets 4th Wednesday, 10 am - 2:30 pm.   Ebenezer Methodist Church in Hollywood, GA. - 
contact Caroline Warren at 770-656-4846 for more information. 
Bee Sharps - Meets 10 am 1st Thursday of each month, St. James Episcopal Church in Clayton, GA. For 
more information contact Gini Cawood, istitch18@gmail.com or call 706-599-3263. 
Bee Artful - Meets 10:00 am 2nd Tuesday at VFW.  Doors open at 9:30 am.  For more information contact 
Bev Mannes, 706-490-1708. 
QOV Workshop - Meets 10:00 am, 3rd Friday of the month. We will be meeting at the Ebenezer Methodist 
Church in Hollywood, GA. Contact Karen Trombley at 706-982-9396 or kltrombley55@gmail.com. 

February 2026
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——----Bee Sharps - Hinton “Big Away” Retreat—--------

mailto:kltrombley55@gmail.com

