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WORSHIP SERVICE PLAN 
(Traditional & Online Service) 
November 30, 2025 • First Sunday in Advent • Hope • Chrismons 
Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-21 
“Waiting for Marriage” 
Sometimes God disrupts even the most wonderful plans for something 
greater. 

(online only) Preparation for Worship 
Gather these items for worship. If an items unavailable, fret not: 
• a piece of blue or purple 

cloth 
• an end table or stand 
• a plate 
• a cup 
• a glass or bowl 
• a lighter/match 

• an advent wreath 
• a plug, connecting cable, 

and/or nuts and bolts 
• a computer or internet-

accessible device  
• a thank you card to God for 

something this week 

For each item you have, thank God for the provision. For each piece you do not have, thank God you don’t 
need it. Place the table/stand in the area you plan to worship. If more than one person will be present, place 
the table in the middle of where you will be seated. Drape the cloth over it. Arrange the cup, plate, glass of 
water, and other items on the table. Keep the Bible in front of you. Have enough elements for each person 
in your household. Be prepared to light one purple candle on the wreath. 

Questions for the announcement loop 
In preparing for Worship, consider the following: 
• What do you hope for? 
• What makes something worth waiting for? 
• What do you imagine God is waiting on when it 

comes to you? 
• What’s a question you would have for Mary this 

week? 

Opening Sentence 
Luke 1:38 (CEB)  
Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be 
with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left 
her. 

Welcome to this service of Worship, We are 
glad you are with us! We have a few 
Community Notes for you to consider as we 
worship throughout the week… 

Welcome Visitors! 
We are glad you are here! Our nursery is in the 
Education Building and our restrooms are in the 
buildings other than this Sanctuary. 

Happy New Year! 
Advent marks the beginning of the Church 
Calendar. And while we will justifiably spend a lot of 
time thinking about and anticipating Baby Jesus, 
Advent is also about looking towards the coming of 
Jesus in glory. As you think about your own life, your 
own time, consider how potential and fulfillment 
work in your own life. Is your decision-making driven 
more by one than the other? Are your relationships 
built on potential or fulfillment? Is your faith built on 
potential or fulfillment? Are your expectations for 
others, even for yourself, based on what could be or 
what you accomplish? The beauty of a New Year is 
the arbitrary way we allow ourselves to live into the 
potential of life. But with the New Year we can 
succumb to the temptation to immediately get goal-
driven and litter the New Year with resolutions. 
Resist that urge and instead live into the knowledge 
that God makes the day new, that God is making 
you new. What is it that God is working on for you? 

Directory Update 
The update of our church directory is going well! 
You can find an update form in the vestibule, 
Fellowship Hall or online. Please fill out the 
complete form, including your name(s), addresses 
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(college students too!), home and/or cell phone 
numbers, children or other household members, 
dates of birth, baptisms, and joining dates. No 
worries if you don’t have all the dates—just fill out 
what you do have! Please return the completed 
form to the offering plate, church office, or mail. 
Also, we’re taking photos for the directory. You can 
arrange to have pictures taken or even submit 
pictures (of your face(s)!) to the church office. This 
only works with your participation! 

Our Theme for Advent 2025 
An expectant mother isn’t just a bystander or a 
passive observer of their pregnancy. Waiting on 
the child to be born means wellness visits, fulfilling 
cravings, bones and hormones shifting, nesting, 
changes in clothing, changes in priorities, changes 
in habits. Waiting on the child can involve self-
reflection, changing relationships, periods of 
discovery, even illness. And hopefully the 
community surrounding and supporting the 
mother to be are going through changes as well. 
We have traditionally called Mary the theotokos, 
“God-bearer.” And Mary’s journey through Advent 
is instructive for us. Our theme is Waiting with 
Mary! As we anticipate what God is going to do, is 
our waiting passive or active? Are we making room, 
making preparations for the grace of God to arrive 
in our lives? May our own journeys through Advent 
involve self-reflection, changing relationships, 
periods of discovery as well. Jesus is coming! 

(10am only) Greet one another in Christ! 

(10am only) Gathering Song 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” GTG #82  
Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation,  
Joy of every longing heart.  

(10am only) Prelude: 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” arr. Sally 
DeFord 

Sometimes God disrupts even the most 
wonderful plans for something greater. 

In this moment, let us please remain seated, take a 
deep breath, silence our devices, and continue in 
worship. Let us observe the tradition of the Advent 
Wreath… 

(10am only) Wreath Liturgy: Hope 
…In the world around us and within us:  
We will serve the Lord with celebration! We 
will come before God with hearts full of hope! 
Let every living thing praise the Lord! 
Jesus is coming…(first candle is lit) 

Let us pray: 
Lord God, thank you for teaching us your 
songs even in times of breathless evil. Thank 
you for giving us hope in the music of 
Creation. Thank you for causing hope to be 
kindled in us. Help us take heart as the season 
of Advent begins. Amen. 

Sing: 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” GTG #87 

Prayer of Confession/Preparation 
Sometimes our responses to the opportunities God 
presents to us for serving are lack-luster or even 
hostile. It’s not good that we do that. It’s important 
to talk about our shortcomings so that we’re ready 
to hear what God has to say. Let us begin with silent 
prayer… 

(Please pray silently…) 

Pray: Coming Christ, we see so much that we 
think should change. We complain about losses 
and waste. We seethe with anger at 
oppressions small and writ large. We bemoan 
injustices and wonder ‘How long, O Lord?’. As 
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we await your answers to all of these, forgive us 
for ignoring the answer staring at us in the 
mirror. Forgive us, please, for falling short of 
being the blessings we are meant to be. Forgive 
us for saying ‘No’ when we should be saying 
‘Yes’ to forgiveness, mercy, love, compassion, 
self-control, charity, even hope. We truly count 
on you, God, even when we don’t realize it. 
Somehow you still holdout hopes for us. May 
we come to reflect your generosity as 
enthusiastically as we receive it. Thank you for 
listening, God. Amen. 

(10am only) Assurance of Pardon 
God’s love can change everything, even the power of 
our sins over us. God’s will that we have this power: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
The Peace of Christ be with you 
And also with you. 

(10am only) Gloria Patri (Glory to God) 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
And to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning 
It is now and ever shall be 
World without end: Amen, amen. 

Reading of Scripture 
Say: God’s Word is a gift. And good gifts are meant 
to be opened. Our hearts and minds are gifts. And 
good gifts are meant to be opened. God offers to 
help us open our presents by God’s own Spirit. Let 
us take God up on that offer and ask for help to 
understand. Let us pray…(everyone sings) 

Pray/Sing: “While We Are Waiting, Come” 
GTG #92 
While we are waiting, come; 
While we are waiting, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
While we are waiting, come. 

The story of Mary is an opportunity to contemplate 
the ways in which we wait on God, answer God’s 
call on us, and anticipate our role in what God is 
doing. We begin with the disruptive promise to 
Mary and her inspirational act of resolution. Listen 
closely to the Word of God to us all and our 
ongoing place in God’s story… 

Read: Luke 1:26-38 (CEB)  
Jesus’ birth is foretold. 
26 When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God 
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin who was engaged to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 When the angel came to her, he 
said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” 
29 She was confused by these words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. 
31 Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great 
and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of David his 
father. 33 He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, 
and there will be no end to his kingdom.” 
34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this 
happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a 
man?” 
35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come 
over you and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be 
born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 
36 Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth 
has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled 
‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. 
37 Nothing is impossible for God.” 
38 Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be 
with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left 
her. 

Read: Matthew 1:18-24 (CEB)  
Joseph makes a choice also. 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. 
When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, 
before they were married, she became pregnant 
by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph her husband was a 
righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate 
her, he decided to call off their engagement 
quietly. 20 As he was thinking about this, an angel 
from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, because the child she carries 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 
birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.” 22 Now all 
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of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken 
through the prophet would be fulfilled: 
23 Look! A virgin will become pregnant  
and give birth to a son, 
And they will call him, Emmanuel. 
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”) 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel 
from God commanded and took Mary as his wife. 

One: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the 
Word of God among us, for the Word of God within 
us… 
All: Thanks be to God!  

Children’s Sermon 
Adults, you’ll need: 
• a page with “HOPE” written in capital letters 
• Make space for questions if you get them 
“HOPE” 
• Have a plan—that means having steps to do 

something. Like tying a shoe or learning to ride a 
bike. You have to do it in steps. ‘H’ means “Have a 
plan.” 

• Open your heart—that means even if you really 
want something like a cookie or a toy or some 
piece of clothing, you decide to want God more. 
It might mean you have to share or even not get 
what you want. ‘O’ means “Open your heart.” 

• Pray A LOT—that means talking to God whenever 
you can. In the morning. At home. At school. 
When you’re playing. At lunch. At supper. At bath 
time. At bed time. Talk to God! ‘P’ means “Pray a 
LOT.” 

• Express doubts—that means when we have a 
question or we’re not sure about something we 
say so! It’s so important that we do that. ‘E’ means 
“Express doubts.” That all spells “HOPE”! 

• So when you’re around the people who care 
about you, tell them what you learned about 
HOPE and ask them what they hope for. 

• Don’t forget to pray! 

(10am only) Anthem:  
"Advent Grace”  arr. Lloyd Larson 

“Waiting for Marriage” 
Sometimes God disrupts even the most 
wonderful plans for something greater. 

What is a marriage? A union, collaboration, 
alliance, fusion, amalgamation, combination, 
affiliation, association, connection, coupling, 
merger, unification. You can marry all kinds of 
things: ideas, elements, plans, futures, techniques, 
armies, governments, movements, and, of course, 
people. We work so hard to differentiate, to 
become our own person, why do we have this 
deeply set desire to come together? First of all, 
and most importantly, it’s what God wants with us.  

God created humanity in God’s own image, 
in the divine image God created them, 
male and female God created them. 
—Genesis 1:27 

And in the second Creation story it’s even more 
pointed: 

Then the LORD God said, “It’s not good that the 
human is alone….” 
—Genesis 2:18 

History itself has shown that no matter what 
you’re talking about, even a dictatorship, no 
person can do that on their own, that is, without the 
help or consent of those around them. One of the 
reasons social media is so divisive and dangerous 
is because it is so easy to embrace our utter 
independence, to engage the fantasy that we can 
truly live in a vacuum of human interaction and 
consequence. But even the social media 
companies know this is not so. Y’all they spend 
billions of dollars trying to get to know you better 
than your family members. They can’t operate 
without you. 

Moses had his burning bush encounter, to be 
sure, but the Exodus wasn’t happening without the 
help of his brother and sister. Noah was called to 
build the Ark but he wasn’t doing it without the 
help of his family. Abraham wasn’t fulfilling 
anything without Sarah. Imagine Naomi’s journey 
without Ruth. None of the kings anointed 
themselves. The prophets had to have their scribes. 
Jesus would come to call disciples. Paul’s 
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missionary work was facilitated and accompanied 
by partners. But we don’t only need Biblical 
examples. Think of every movement in history, 
every event, every moment. Whether a monarchy, a 
dictatorship, an empire, or a democracy, for 
examples: no leader rises to power without the 
help of the governed. Institutions are nothing 
without the people maintaining them. That 
includes the institution of marriage. And the 
importance of the institution cannot be 
overstated: 

Two are better than one because they have a good 
return for their hard work. If either should fall, one 
can pick up the other. But how miserable are those 
who fall and don’t have a companion to help them 
up! Also, if two lie down together, they can stay 
warm. But how can anyone stay warm alone? Also, 
one can be overpowered, but two together can put 
up resistance. A three-ply cord doesn’t easily snap. 
—Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

Let’s be clear on a couple of things. That passage 
isn’t just about marriage. And it is NOT a treatise 
against being single. We can do a LOT on our own. 
I continue to marvel at single parents, widows and 
widowers, the sheer force of life that can be 
wielded by an individual. Made in the image of 
God indeed. 

But there’s something about joining forces. 
Something divine even. And even more so when 
we find ourselves allied with none other than God. 
Moses’ siblings aside, the Exodus was only 
possible because God was their collaborator.  

But societies and cultures around the world of 
every stripe recognize the power a marriage 
bond can employ. In Norway, a crown is worn to 
ward off evil spirits. In Mexico, a lasso is draped 
around the couple’s shoulders in a figure eight, 
infinity, to signal longevity and union. In Congo, 
couples are actually discourage from smiling on 
the wedding day to demonstrate how serious they 
are about the marriage. In Guatemala, when the 
newlyweds arrive at the reception a ceramic bell 
filled with grains is broken to signal prosperity to 
the couple. In all cases vows are made, promises, 
to signal to both the couple and the larger 
community, intention, commitment.  

Do you imagine it was really any different for 
Mary and Joseph? How do you imagine he 
proposed? Do you think they grew up together? 
Did they date only each other or did they date 
several before discovering their love for each 
other? And you can imagine the joy, the peace, the 
love, the hope they experienced at “Yes, I will.” That 
sense that the search is over. The time has arrived. 
Even within the context of the Roman Occupation 
and its horrors, the celebration of an engagement 
would shine and have its due honors. You can 
imagine it wasn’t a secret. Everyone who loved 
them loved the idea of them being together. It was 
perfect. 

Read: Luke 1:26-38 (CEB)  
Jesus’ birth is foretold. 

One of the things I love about how God operates is 
that these incredible displays of divine power 
take place within our ordinary human 
experiences. Gabriel delivers the news to Mary in 
the midst of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. If were honest, 
we get virtually nothing about the faith life of Mary 
(nor Joseph, for that matter). But Gabriel must have 
seemed like an ordinary dude. While his message 
was unreal, Mary didn’t express surprise at 
Gabriel’s appearance or presence, though she 
somehow recognized that the message being 
delivered was from God. We presume her 
devotion. But we have no idea about her level of 
faith.  

We know she at least took her faith seriously 
enough to ask questions. She didn’t run away from 
her doubts, she confronted them. As we all should 
do. What we do know is that she knew enough 
about biology to ask, appropriately, how the plan 
was supposed to work without having had sex. 
Mary was not blind or naive. Y’all, I honestly think 
there was probably more to the conversation. I 
imagine what we get in a few verses was a lengthy 
consideration of how this plan was about to 
change everything. Not just her body. Her 
reputation. Her understanding. Her dreams. What 
we know for sure, the only thing we know for sure, 
is that upon hearing “Nothing is impossible for 
God” the theotokos, the God-bearer, said “I am the 
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Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have 
said.” 

What do think happened after the messenger 
left? Do you think she jumped up and down with 
unbridled joy? Do you think she sat at the edge of 
her bed or in a chair or even in a pile on the floor 
bathing in the wonder of God in her life? Maybe. 
But can there be any doubt that when all was said 
and done the most daunting task was front of 
mind: how was she to explain this Joseph? 

Read: Matthew 1:18-24 (CEB)  
Joseph makes a choice also. 

I’ve always admired the detail that the Scripture 
says Joseph didn’t want humiliate Mary and 
thus end the engagement quietly. Whether he 
discovered Mary being pregnant or just endured 
hearing her trying to explain Gabriel’s message 
(“Umm…Mary? Who the heck is Gabriel?!”), no one 
in the world would have blamed him for ending 
things in a rage. How hurt must he have been? If 
Mary understood biology enough to ask her 
questions, I think we can reasonably assume 
Joseph understood biology also (“God’s baby, 
Mary…REALLY?!”). And his desire to end the 
engagement quietly is counted toward him as 
righteousness.  

Just an aside, y’all: vengeance is not righteousness. 
Compassion always is. 

But Joseph, like his Old Testament namesake, has a 
divine dream. The messenger even quotes Isaiah 
7:14 for good measure.  

He somehow recognized that the message 
being delivered was from God. Yet you know 
Joseph had questions. And like was said earlier, we 
just don’t know much about Joseph’s faith life. But 
to be sure he had a lengthy consideration of how 
this plan was about to change everything. Not just 
Mary’s body. His reputation, their reputation. His 
understanding, their understanding. His dreams, 
their dreams. What we know for sure, the only 
thing we know for sure, is that upon waking from 
that dream, Joseph took Mary as his wife. 

Who in the world ARE these people? 

We have here in front of us, in this text, people who 
were willing to trade one dream for another, one 
plan for another. All for the same thing that God 
offers all of us now. 

Hope. 

The hope that such a child represents (despite the 
challenge of getting your head around raising 
God’s kid). The hope that being given such a 
mission represents (even though I’m sure they felt 
like they had no idea what they were getting into). 
The hope that drives them both to say “Yes” to God 
even though some of their questions would go 
unanswered in their lifetimes. And for the promise 
of unrealized hope, these heroes, these giants of 
faith, show us the way: they say, “Yes, we’ll wait.” I 
mean, let’s just be real:  

“You can’t hope for something and then expect not 
to wait.” —Christy Bailey, theologian 

They weren’t just waiting to get married. They 
weren’t just waiting for God’s promises to come 
true. They weren’t just waiting even for the nine 
months, for the morning sickness, for the cravings, 
for the wellness visits and checks. They were 
waiting for the questions. They were waiting for 
the whispered comments and the knowing, 
judgmental eyes. They were waiting for the answer 
to the question of who their real friends were. They 
were waiting for the consequences within the 
community of the people of God for following the 
dreams of God. Let’s tell the truth to ourselves: you 
know it couldn’t have ALL gone well. I’d wager it 
mostly didn’t.  

But upon Gabriel’s word, upon a dream from God, 
Mary and Joseph did indeed get married. Just not 
at all in the way they thought. Sometimes God 
disrupts even the most wonderful plans for 
something greater. So let us take up Mary and 
Joseph’s example, let us take up their courage. Let 
us observe and emulate their example of faith. 
Embrace God’s hope this Advent, even if it means 
things don’t go according to plan.  

In the name of the One who is coming. Amen. 

Song of Reflection  
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“People, Look East” GTG #105 

Offering 
God chooses to love us, abundantly. We should 
respond by choosing to be loving, abundantly. This 
is why we should give and share what we have and 
who we are. Let us reflect together on what has 
been given… 

(10am only) Offertory 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  arr. Melody Bober 

(10am only) Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Blessing 
(text is for the ONLINE service) 
Let there be no doubt, Great God: you love us. And 
we are grateful. Let there be no doubt, Great God: 
we should be loving in turn. As we receive the gifts 
you provide, may the gifts we are meant to be 
emerge. In the great name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
this together. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
• Say: The Lord be with you...and also with you. Let 

us pray... 
• “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” GTG #103 

Come now, O Prince of Peace;  
Make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus; 
Reconcile all people. 

• God of Hope, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth. We make our plans. We have our 
desires and our own sense of goals. We work 
hard to enhance our knowledge, our strength, 
our influence, our wealth, our very dreams, O 
God, in an effort to shore up our hopes. Please: 
help us not trade what you offer us for waning 
hope. Let us anticipate and say “Yes” to the hope 
Jesus Christ represents. Help make our plans 
with you, God. Help us turn to your strength even 
when we are weak. Help us embrace your 
promises even when we don’t have all the 
answers. And, Lord, by your Spirit, help us take 
our faith seriously enough to ask our questions.  

• Mary and Joseph’s examples are tough. We 
might imagine their lives less complicated, less 

entangled, than ours, God. Help us set that 
aside. Help us embrace that, in their full, messy 
humanity, they chose to say “Yes” to you and we 
should also. Even if it disrupts our plans, help us 
settle into where your Spirit leads us.  

• Thus, let us be Godly people. Let us make a habit 
of compassion and consolation. Let us make 
second nature your grace and mercy and sense 
of justice. Let us set aside safety and embrace 
risk-taking with you. May your healing balm 
reach through us to those around us, especially 
those on our prayer lists and those we will come 
to know. Help us love and give love. Help us 
value mercy as you do. Despite our collective 
answer of violence, of disdain, of division, of 
cynicism, to your love, may we truly be washed 
by you and embrace hope instead…(take time to 
name your own prayers) 

• Thank you for believing in us, Thank you for 
transforming us. Thank you for teaching us, even 
how to pray when words fail us, saying, 

• Pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

Hymn of Sending  
(10am) “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” GTG #353 

Sending & Benediction 
Let us say together our benediction… 
Sometimes God disrupts even the most 
wonderful plans for something greater. 

(raise your hands and say) “Get up, take heart, 
Jesus is still calling you…”; Go, and the peace of 
God which surpasses all understanding guide your 
hearts and minds this day and forever more. Amen! 

Sing: “Prepare the Way of the Lord” GTG #95 
Prepare the way of the Lord. (x2) 
And all people will see 
The salvation of our God. 

(10am only) Postlude  
“Advent Carol” arr. Glenda Austin


