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Proclamation No 2982025
A proclamation Issued for the Establishment
and Recognition of the Amhara Naional
Regional State Customary Courts

WHEREAS, the has

responsibility to support the development and

regional  government
preservation of customs which does not contradict
fundamental human rights, democratic principles,
and the constitution;

WHEREAS, it is stipulated that parties seeking to
resolve their disputes may do so in a customary court
to be established and recognized in accordance with

the region's constitution;
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WHEREAS, custumory courts follow simplified
procedures and help to promoting sustainable peace so
that the society found at each area get justice besides
their enabling the society easily communicate through
familiar language, efficiently uncovering the truth, and
providing cost-effective and accessible means of justice;

WHEREAS, ensuring coordination and compatibility
between regular courts and customary courts in the

region is vital for enhancing the effectiveness of justice;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Amhara National Region
Council, in accordance with Article 49 (3) (1) of the
Revised Amhara Regional State Constitution, hereby

proclaimed this proclamation.

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Amhara Region
Customary Courts Establishment and Recognition
Proclamation No 298/2025.”

2. Definition
Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

proclamation:

1/ “Constitution” means the Revised Amhara National

Regional State Constitution.

2/ “Government” means the Amhara National Regional

State Government.

3/ “Region” means the Amhara National Region.
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4/ “Customary Court” means an alternative dispute
resolution system established and recognized by this

proclamation to work based on customary laws.

5/ “Formal Courts” means the Supreme Court, High
Courts and Wereda Courts established in accordance

with the Revised Regional State Constitution.

6/ “Customary Law” means the customary law that
applies in the specific locality where the customary
court is situated, provided it is not in conflict with

the constitution, public morality, or natural justice.

7/ “Elders” means a person selected and assigned to
customary courts to discharge the powers and
functions granted by this proclamation and they may
also be referred to by different names, depending on

local customary laws.

8/ “Party” means anyone who is a litigant, disputing
party, plaintiff, defendant, appellant, respondent, or
as the case may be, witness or executor and

representative in a customary court.

9/ “Secretary”” means an expert assigned to assist elders

of a customary court.

10/ “Committee” an organ to be organized by “Wereda’

or ‘Kebele’ to facilitate the selection of elders.

11/ “Satisfactory Reason” means any reason that elders
of a customary court deem sufficient, considering
the unique circumstances of the specific locality in

which the court operates.
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12/ “Chairperson” means an assigned elder of a
customary court entrusted with additional duties and

responsibilities provided in this proclamation.

13/ “Person” means any natural or legal person.

14/ Any expression in the masculine gender shall also

include to the feminine gender.

3. Scope of Application

1/ This proclamation shall be applicable to any person
who gives his consent to the resolution of his case
in accordance with this proclamation.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision under Sub-article
(1) of this Article, relevant provisions of this
proclamation shall be applicable to different bodies
stated in this proclamation.

PART TWO

OBJECTIVES AND FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF CUSTOMARY COURTS

4. Objectives of the Customary Court

The customary court shall have the following objectives:

1/ Enabling disputes to be solved based on customary
laws and values of the regional society;

2/ Contributing to the respect for human rights and the
rule of law by dispensing justice based on customary
law that is better in fact finding and prevalence of
justice, and strengthen the social relations of the

disputants;

3/ Making the people of the region get access to justice
that are affordable and low cost with simplified

procedures;
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4/ Creating a legal and justice system that ensured sense
of ownership and contribute for development of the

Ambhara culture, value and language.

5. Fundamental Principles

The establishment of customary courts, recognition and

operating procedures shall be governed by the following

principles:

1/ Being based on consent and whether they are
alternatives:

A) Customary courts shall operate alongside regular
courts and serve as alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms;

B) No one shall be judged by a customary court
without his free consent.

2/ Not harming on customary system:

Without prejudice to the mandatory requirements
referred under this proclamation, the establishment and
recognition of customary court law shall be based on the
observance of trust worthiness of customary institutions

operations and cultural values.

3/ From observance of human rights perspective,
customary courts are obliged the following:
A) All procedures implemented in the customary
court shall respect human rights of the parties in
the dispute;

B) Customary courts shall provide their judgement
and service free from discrimination based on
social status, race, ethnicity, nationality, social
location, color, language, religion, political or
other thoughts, wealth, place of birth, physical

impairement or any other status.

C) Men and women shall be equally treated In the

customary court;
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D) Customary courts shall respect priority rights of

children;

E) Parties coming to customary court have the right
to bring their own language translator;
F) Decisions of customary courts, including

physical penalties, shall not be inhuman,
degrading, full of cruelty or humiliate and

violate dignity;

G) Human rights violations in the decision-making
process of customary courts shall be sufficient

grounds for appeal.

4/ Regarding accessibility to the society:
A) Customary courts shall be established and
recognized in a manner ensuring accessibility
and are located within the communities they

Serve;

B) The establishment of cutomary courts and laws
applied in customary courts shall be predictable
and easily accessible (recognized by the
community).

PART THREE
CUSTOMARY COURTS ESTABLISHMENT,
RECOGNITION, STRUCTURE AND POWER

6. Establishment and Recognition of
Customary Courts
The Amhara Region Customary Courts operating on the
basis of customary laws are hereby established by this

proclamation.
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2/ Recognition may be given to social institutions
organized as customary courts that settle disputes
based on customary laws. Particulars shall be

determined by a regulation and directive to be issued.

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-articles (1)
and (2) of this Article, social institutions engaged in
dispute resolution under customary laws are not
prohibited by this proclamation to discharge their
regular duties.

7. Structure of Customary Courts

1/ The Customary Courts being established from the

nationalities customary courts, it shall have the

following structure at Wereda or kebele level:

A) First Instance Customary Court, and
B) Appellate Court.
2/ Customary courts shall have the following organs:
A) Presiding Elder of the Customary Court, and
B) Elders of the Customary Court.
3/ Customary Court shall have Secretary of the the

customary court and other staffs as necessary.

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions from Sub articles (1-
3) of this Article, the institutional detailed structure
and implementation of the customary court shall be
determined by the regulation and directive to be
issued accordance with the customary law of the
locality and unique characteristics of the customary

court.
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8. Customary Courts Judicial Power
1/ The Customary Court Shall have a jurisdiction over

the following matters:

A) Family and private civil matters;

B) Crimes cases submitted as private appeal and
law transgression matters;

C) Other matters expressly authorized by other

laws.

2/ Customary Court shall have proceeding jurisdiction
of a case only if the disputing parties give their

consent either in writing or orally.

3/ Litigant parties in a regular court can request their
cases mentioned in this Article to be referred to a

customary court based on mutual agreement.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions from Sub-articles
(1 — 3) of this Article, at least one of the following
criteria must be fulfilled in order for the Customary
Court to proceed a case before it:

A) At least one of the disputing parties is a resident
or was born in the local administrative unit

within the jurisdiction of the customary court, or

B) The immovable property subject to the dispute
is situated in the local administrative unit within
the jurisdiction of the customary court, or

C) The case leading to the dispute was initiated or

the

finalized within the jurisdiction of

customary court.
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5/ When there is a local customary law that determines
jurisdiction in a different way than what is provided
under Sub-article (4) of this Article, such customary

law shall prevail.

6/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-article
1(B) of this Article, the Customary Court shall have
the following executive powers in relation to
criminal matters instituted by the Public Prosecutor:
A) Reconciling the parties under dispute;

B) Determining amount of payment and execution
of such order;

C) Determining compensation to be paid;

D) Determining on litigation related costs.

7/ When a court of jurisdiction seizing the matter
believes that the case should be resolved by the
Customary Court, or there is a law requiring so, it
may refer the case to the Customary Court for its
resolution based on the consent of the parties.

8/ A court shall not have the power to entertain a matter
pending before a customary court with the consent of
the parties except in accordance with Article 34 sub-
article 2 of this Proclamation.

9/ The Customary Court shall have the jurisdiction only
over appeals against the final decisions of the First
Instance Customary Court.

PART FOUR
ELDERS

9. Criterion for Elders Election
1/ A person must fulfill the following criteria to be
elected as an elder of a Customary Court:
A) person who knows and respects the customary
law and social values of the place where the

Customary Court operates;
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B) A person who has acceptance and with enough
experience and qualities on reconciliation among
the community;

C) Willing to serve as an elder;

D) A person trusted by the community for his
integrity from kickback and palm greasing;

E) A person who does not have mental or physical
impairment or incapable from performing his
duties;

F) He is not convicted of crime; or he is reinstated
in case he had been previously convicted of such.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-article (1) of this Atrticle,
additional criteria for election of elders may be

determined by a regulation or directive to be issued.

10. Number of Elders
Given the variations in the customary practices of
different nationalities in the region, the number of elders
in the Customary Courts shall be determined in a manner
that ensures equity and trust, taking into account specific
contexts. Particulars shall be determined by a regulation
and directive to be issued.

11. Election Procedures
1) A Wereda court shall establish a committee that

coordinates and leads the election of elders.

2) The committee shall request the kebele administrator
to convene the meeting of the Kebele residents to

select elders.

3) The appointment and removal of elders shall be
determined in accordance with the customary laws.
Detail procedures shall be determined by a regulation
and directive to be issued.
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12. Oath of the Elders
Upon announcement of the results, the elected elders for
the Customary Court shall take an oath in accordance
with the customary law of the area where the Customary
Court operates.

13. Terms of Service of Elders
1/ The terms of service of elders shall be determined in
accordance with the customary law of the locality.

Particulars shall be determined by a directive.

2/ Notwithstanding what to be determined under Sub-
article (1) of this Article, capacity or integrity
limitations of an elder may be challenged through
whistleblowing or complaint handling procedures. If
the complaint is substantiated by a meeting of the
Kebele residents, the elder may be removed at any

time.

14. Removal of Elders Other than Lack
of Capacity and Ethics

An elder may be removed from his duty based on the
following grounds:

1) Up on his own will;

2) By death, physical injury or health issue leading to
inability to continue to discharge his duty;

3) Inability to continue discharging his duty by reason
of change of his residence;

4) If he is elected as an Appellate Customary Court
Elder;

5) If he failed to fulfill at least one of the listed criteria
under Article 9 Sub-article (1) of this Proclamation
that elders should meet or if discrimination is to be

found.
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15. Notification of Resignation and
Replacement Election

1/ If an elder of the Customary Court wants to resign in
accordance with Article 14, Sub-articles (1-3) of this
Proclamation, he shall give one month prior notice to
the committee.

2/ The vacant elder shall be elected following procedures
of Article 11 of this proclamation through the
established committee to cause the election of

customary court elder.

16. Independence of Service
1/ Customary Courts shall exercise their function based
on customary law and values of the region guided
only by sense of justice being free from pressures of
politics, religion, personal outlook and any organ.

2/ Elders shall be guided by their own conscience,
customary law and values of the society.

3/ Elders shall not be subjected to civil and criminal
liability for their decisions and orders they render,
pursuant to the customary law, on matters falling
under their power or matters which they deem, in
good faith, fall within their power.

4/ Elders shall not be removed from their duty before
the lapse of their term of office unless proven to
have shown capacity or ethical limitations.

17. Obligations of Elders

Any elder shall have the following obligations:

1/ Respecting the required code of conduct;

2/ Refraining from discrimination based on gender,
religion, ethnicity, age, economic status, political

attitude and any other ground,;
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3/ Being free from working for personal gain;
4/ Possession of exemplary behavior and a personal life

that builds the good will of the Customary Court;

5/ Keeping confidentiality;

6/ Refraining from becoming member of any political
party;

7/ Taking all decisions of the Customary Court as that
of his own;

8/ Withdrawal of himself from the case if same having
conflict of interest is submitted.

18. Duty and Responsibility of Presiding
Elder

Presiding Elder shall have the following additional

obligations:

1/ Fixing a day for hearing and notifying other elders

and concerned organs;

2/ Submitting report of Customary Court to the

concerned organ;

3/ Making disputants or witnesses take oath or ensuring

same.
19. Secretary of Customary Court

1/ A Customary Court shall have one secretary.

2/ A person to be assigned as secretary of Customary
Court shall fulfill the criteria specified under Article
9, Sub-articles (1) (B), (C) and (D) of this
proclamation.

3/ The Wereda Court shall assign secretary of
Customary Court on competition based on a
procedure to be issued by the elders or customary
law.

4/ Detail implementations of this Article shall be
determined by a regulation and directive to be

issued.
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20. Duty and ResponsibilitySecretary

1/ The Secretary shall perfom the following functions:
A) Presenting at the hearing and accurately

recording oral applications, defenses, oral
litigation, witness testimonies, judgments and
orders to be rendered.

B) Making the elders sign on orders and judgments
rendered,;

C) Fixing date for the first hearing and notifying
same to the plaintiff;

D) Receiving and properly handling submitted

evidence, organizing files and numbering;

E) Giving copy of a judgement;
F) Organizing a report.
2/ The Secretary shall have the following obligations:
A) Those duties enumerated under Article 17 (1-5) of
this Proclamation about the elders;

B) Refraining from preparing statements of claims and
defenses for parties under disputanting;
C) Performing any task of the customary court

assigned to him by the elders.

21. Accountability
Elders and secretary who fail to discharge duties
entrusted to them in accordance with this proclamation
or other relevant laws shall be accountable in accordance
with the customary law or a regulation to be issued and

other relevant laws.

22. Benefits
Benefits and other payments concerning secretary
Customary Court Secretary shall be determined by a

regulation or directive to be issued as necessary.
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PART FIVE
HEARING PLACE, PROCEDURES OF

APPLICATION AND DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS OF CUSTOMARY COURTS

23. Hearing Place and Time of Customary

Courts
1/ Customary Court shall conduct its trial at a place open to

the public.
2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-article (1)
of this Article, it can hear the case in camera where it
IS required to protect privacy of the disputing parties,
morality and security of the public or another ground

as may be provided under customary laws.

3/ The place of conducting trial (hearing) being decided
based on circumstance of the case; it may be one of
the following:

A) Under shade of a tree;
B) Near water peripheries;

C) Inahall prepared or given for this purpose;

D) In other places as allowed by the customary law.

4/ The customary court shall determine the permanent
time of hearing based on the number of cases or

based on the customary law.

5/ The Customary Court shall announce the date of
hearing to the community pursuant to Sub-article (4)

of this Article or the local customary law.

6/ Notwithstanding to Sub-article (4) of this Article,
presiding elder may fix additional day for hearing in
order to entertain ongoing or urgent cases. He must

notify same to the elders and concerned bodies.
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24. Conditions of Proofing of Consent
1/ A person who filed his suit or application to a
Customary Court shall be presumed to have given
his consent to be adjudicated by customary court.
2/ The defendant who appeared after the summon is
duly served upon him shall be asked his consent to
verify whether he desires his case to be adjudicated
by Customary Court before submitting his statement
of defense and he shall confirm such either by
writing or orally.
3/ A plaintiff or defendant who gave his consent to the
jurisdiction of Customary Court can not revoke it.
25. Applicable Laws
1/ The law which the Customary Court ought to apply
shall be the customary law of the place where it
carries out its function.
2/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-article (1)
of this Article, the customary law shall not be
applicable if it has one of the following short comings:

A) Where it contravenes with natural justice; or

B) Where it does not respect equity; or

C) Where it contradicts with ethics and morality of
the community; or

D) Where it discriminates between people based on
religion, sex, appearance, age, disability,

nationality, political attitude, wealth or any

other grounds; or

E) Where it violates human rights.

3/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-article (2)
of this Article, Customary Courts may apply
customary laws and practices which may favor the
rights of women, children, people with disability

and other vulnerable segments of the society.
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26. Application Procedures of a Case

1/ A person who desires his case to be adjudicated by
Customary Court shall contact Secretary of the
Customary Court to fix date of the hearing.

2/ The required number of elders of the Customary
Court need to be fulfilled in accordance with
customary law before commencement of hearing of
the case.

3/ The plaintiff shall appear and present his case to the
Customary Court on the date of appointment.

4/ The Customary Court shall dismiss the case and
farewell the plaintiff without the need to call the
defendant where the suit or application brought does
not fall under its jurisdiction or the plaintiff has no
benefit from the suit in accordance with customary
law or where it believes that there is no cause of
action.

5/ Summon shall be sent to a person against whom the
suit or application is instituted through a person
trusted by elders of the Customary Court to appear
with his statement of defense.

6/ Where a person failed to appear after summon was
duly served upon him in accordance with Sub-article
(5) of this Article, he shall be served for a second time.

7/ Necessary measure shall be taken in accordance with
local customary law against a person who failed to
appear after duly summoned according to Sub-article
(6) of this Article.

8/ The suit or application shall be explained at the

hearing to the defendant if he appeared after duly

served with the summons.
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(6-18)

To/

1z/

9/ If the defendant confirms his consent to be
adjudicated by the customary court after he hears the
statement of claim, the Customary Court may order

to defend or take another measure.

10/ Where the defendant admits the suit or application
against him, the Customary Court may give
judgement or necessary order in accordance with the
customary law of the place where the Customary
Court carries out its function.

11/ Where the defendant denies the suit against him, the

Customary Court may give decision after
ascertaining the matter in appropriate manner.

12/ Where the disputing parties failed to appear after
hearing of the case has commenced, the
Customary Court may take an appropriate
measure in accordance with customary law.

13/ Notwithstanding to provisions of Sub-article (1-12)
of this Article, the Customary Court may follow
any other procedure of customary law of the place

where it carries out its functions.

14/ Any suit or application instituted by a plaintiff or
the defense presented by a defendant may be in

writing or orally.

15/ No party can be represented by legal attorney on any

case proceeding before the Customary Court.

16/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-article
(15) of this Article, parties may be represented by
member of the family or by another person who is
allowed by the customary law of the place where the

Court carries out its function.
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27. Witness Hearing
1/ A Customary Court shall summon any witness the
customary court deemed so or mentioned by the

parties to testify about the case at hand.

2/ Where it is understood that a person called to testify
failed to show interest to appear without good cause,
the Customary Court shall take necessary measure
to compel the attendance of such person in
accordance with the customary law or issue arrest
warrant so that Kebele administrator shall secure his
attendance.

28. Oath
1/ Before hearing a suit, defense or witness, the
Customary Court shall make the parties and
witnesses take oath in accordance with the custom of
the place where the Customary Court is located or
based on religion of the individual.

2/ Any person may apply to the Customary Court by
taking oath to be trusted whether he committed or
omitted the act he is suspected of as specified in the

application.

3/ Where the application is lodged in accordance with
Sub-article (2) of this Article, the Customary Court
shall call concerned bodies and make them take oath

based on custom of the locality to be trusted.

4/ Where a person failed to give his consent to take oath
to be trusted in accordance with Sub-articles (2) and
(3) of this Article, he shall be presumed to have
committed the act and the Customary Court shall
take necessary measure against him based on the

customary law.
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29. In Person Observation
Elders of the Customary Court may physically present at
a place to observe and ascertain disputes as deemed as
necessary relating to boundary of land, right of way, use

of river water and other cases.

30. Decision Making Process

1/ The Customary Court shall exert efforts to resolve
disputes through mediated agreement between the
disputing parties.

2/ Where the case is completed in mediated agreement
accordance with Sub-article (1) of this Article, the
Customary Court shall record content of the
agreement and dismiss the parties.

3/ If mediated agreement is reached in accordance with
Sub-article 2 of this Article, it shall be considered as
the decision given by Customary Court and will be
executed accordingly.

4/ Where the case is not settled by mediated agreement
reached between the disputing parties in accordance
with Sub-articles (1-3) of this Article, elders of the
Customary Court shall give a mediated judgement or
order in accordance with the customary law.

5/ The elders shall explain for the parties about the the
customary law and the reason on which they relied to
reach mediated judgement or order.

6/ Elders should endeavor to enable the disputing
parties to reach agreement on the decisions given in
accordance with Sub-article (4) and (5) of this
Article and implement the same.

7/ If it is impossible to make disputing parties reach
agreement in accordance with Sub-article (6) of
this Article, the aggrieved party has the right to
appeal.
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31. Types of Decision

1/ The Customary Court may give one or combining

more of the following judgements:

A) Advising and giving admonition to the person at
fault;

B) Compensation, returning property, deciding the
value or amount of the property, or causing
payment of property value, upholding any

request concerning damage to economic rights;

C) Order and execute service payments based on

Customary law and procedures;

D) Making the sued person do or refrain from doing

a specific act;

E) Costs and damages;

F) Compulsory labor;

G) Fine;

H) Oher kinds of measures as acceptable by the
customary law of the local area where the
customary court operates.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub- article (1)
of this Article, the Customary Court may make
orders under mentioned above to be executed in cash

or in kind.

32. Withdrawal of Claim

1/ A plaintiff may withdraw his claim, before decision is
rendered by the customary court, due to reconciliation
or for any other reasons. A withdrawn claim cannot

be instituted again.
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4/ The customary court may order the plaintiff to
compensate the costs incurred by the defendant if

there was cost and damge due to the claim.

33. Appeal

1/ In case the customary law has an appeal procedure, a
person who is aggrieved by decision of the First
Instance Customary Court may take his appeal to the

Appeallate Customary Court.

2/ A person who is aggrieved by final decision of the
Customary Court may take his appeal to Wereda
Court if his grievance is related to one of the
following:

A) Applying customary law which undermines the
right to equality of disputing parties;
B) Overlooking the rights to be heard or important

evidence presented by a disputing party;

C) Applying customary law or practice which
violates human rights and basic freedoms
recognized under the Constitution and
international human rights instruments ratified
by our country.

D) If it heard and decided out of its jurisdiction.

3/ The decision rendered by wereda court or first
instance court pursuant to Sub-article (2) of this

Article shall be final on question of facts.

4/ A person who has grievance on decision or order of
Customary Court shall request copy of the decision

within 15 days from the date of the decision.
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5/ The Customary Court shall give a copy of its decision
to a person requesting same within 15 days from the

date the request is made.

6/ A party aggrieved by decision of Customary Court
shall file his appeal to a body having jurisdiction

within 30 days since taking copy of the decision.

7/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-articles (4-6)
of this Article, the Appeallate Customary Court or
Wereda Court may give copy of the decision or
accept an application for appeal without being
bounded by the above time limit where it ascertains

the existence of good cause.

8/ The Appeallate Customary Court may summon the
defendant when it believes that there is an issue to be
clarified.

9/ Where the defendant fails to appear after duly
summoned in accordance with Sub-article (8) of this
Article, it shall proceed to hear the appeal ex-parte
and give judgement or order it deems appropriate.

34. Executing Judgement or Order Given
by Customary Court

1/ Customary Court shall have the power to enforce the
order it has given for appearance of a defendant or
a witness, or order given for the suspect to appear
and take oath as well as its judgement or order given

in accordance with customary law of the area.

2/ A person bound to execute the decision or order of
the Customary Court shall be ordered to appear and
execute same; where the Customary Court

understands that the person so has no will or interest

to execute:
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or social sanction in accordance with the

circumstance of the case and customary law of the

area or use the Kebele administration to execute
its judgement;

C) Where the attempt to execute the judgement or

order in accordance with Sub-article 2 (A) and (B)

TRCT MAEFA PAMA RCE 0k TINLAT” of this Article is failed, the Customary Court shall
CAFANTT 90T Moo Teh AT8.L04.09° notify the reason why it failed to execute and
NDLS GCE T PADPA: request the wereda court to execute the judgement;

ao) IV ATPX 700 ATPR (8) () oowlot D) The Wereda Court shall execute the decision
PPLNATT POCP AL MEBI° FOMH PMLSD- referred from the Customary Court in accordance
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ML POhA L20Y (1 «CL& N1 272707 med customary court on judgement or order of given to
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neA (Lot PART SIX

dA A%é NG W oodkd9®: helRed: | BSTABLISHMENT, STRUCTURE, POWER

AND FUNCTION OF ADVISORY COUNCIL
20NN AS G

@z, OO oo kI 35. Establishment

5/ Nh%1¢- nAA PAORA SCL NPT7 Po9.e990¢ | 1/ An Advisory Council (here in after called the
PhoTé 9°NC O (hHLY 07LA 9°RC 0F APHIA Council) is established by this proclamation to give
PILME) OHY APE 4ol A:: advice for Customary Courts in the Amhara Region.

e/  P9°nC 0 FméyT AACY4- AAA 9°hC 01 | 2/ The Advisory Council shall be accountable to the
CIPSA:: Amhara Region Council.
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36. Member of the Council

1/ The Council shall have the following members:
A) The Region Supreme Court President... Chairperson;
B) The Region Justice Bureau Head...Vice Chairperson;
C) Culture and Tourism Bureau Head....... Secretary;
D)Women’s, Youth and Social Affairs Head.........
E) The Regional Police Commissioner....... Member;

F) The Regional Justice and Law Institute Chief Director

G) The Regional Bar Association President...Member;
H) Other stakeholders as proposed by the chairperson to

be a member.

37. Meeting Procedure of the Council
1/ While the Council shall hold its regular meetings
twice a year, the chairperson may call for an

extraordinary meeting as necessary.

2/ It shall be quorum if half of the members are present

in the meeting.

3/ While decision of the council shall be made by
majority vote, the decision supported by the

chairperson shall be final in case of tie.

4/ Without prejudice to Sub-articles (1-3) of this
Article, the Council may issue its own internal

governing directive of meeting procedures.
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38. Powers and Duties of the Council

The Council shall have the following powers and duties:

1/ Monitors the overall implementation of the
proclamation and provide recommendations on
corrective measures;

2/ Oversees the proper execution of duties assigned to
various institutions under this proclamation and

coordinates same;

3/ Develops a system in which human resource and
logistics support to be provided and ensures their
compliance;

4/ Investigates and approves decisions regarding to
remove elders from the Customary Court due to

their lack of capacity or ethical violations;

5/ Develops strategies to facilitate the establishment,

recognition, expansion, and organization of

Customary Courts;

6/ Monitors and provides support to address the
challenges faced by Customary Courts in service

delivery and execution.

7/ Follows up the performance reports submitted by

customary courts in accordance with this

proclamation and offer recommendations.

8/ Devises a strategy in which elders to get trainings

from time to time;

9/ The Council shall prepare its own internal working

directives.
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39. Secretariat of the Council

1/ The Council shall have a secretariat to be organized
under the Regional Supreme Court.

2/ The Regional Supreme Court shall allocate the
necessary budget and human resources to the
secretariat.

3/ The secretariat shall offer secretarial services to the

Council and lead daily operations;

4/ In accordance with this proclamation, while
specifically responsible organs shall submit quarterly
reports through their representatives, the secretary

shall also present this reports to the Council;

5/ Shall execute decisions and perform other duties as

assigned by the Council.

PART SEVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
40. Source of Income
1/ Customary court shall have the following sources of
income:

A) Contributions to be collected from local
community under jurisdiction of the customary
court;

B) Fine to be decided pursuant to Article 48 of this
proclamation;
C) Financial support to be collected from
government and non-governmental bodies.
2/ Particulars for the implementation of Sub-article (1)
of this Article shall be determined by a regulation to

be issued.
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41. Utilization of the Income

The income to be collected in accordance with Article

40 of this Proclamation shall be used for the following

purposes:

1/ To improve service delivery of the Customary Court;

2/ To effect payments and benefits of the Secretary and
other employees of the Customary Court as may be
determined by a regulation and directive to be issued.

42. Accountability

The Customary Court established or to be recognized

under this proclamation shall be accountable to the

Regional Supreme Court.

43. Obligations of Courts

1/ Without prejudice to what may be determined by a
regulation and directive to be issued, the Amhara
Regional Supreme Court shall have the following
obligations:

A) Encourages disputes to be resolved by Customary
Courts;

B) Provides training or facilitates for the provision of
trainings to the elders on human rights, ethical
values, and other relevant topics;

C) Incorporates reports about the customary court in
its report to present to the Region Council;

D) Provides human resource and logistic support if it
has;

E) Gathers income (financial support) helping to
increase income of the customary courts in
collaboration with wereda courts.

2/ Without prejudice to what may be determined by a
regulation and directive to be issued to implement
this proclamation, wereda Court shall have the
following obligations:

A) Makes Customary Courts to be establish in

accordance with provisions of this Proclamation;



1R 29 AL A& P NAAR av 312 WL v IWLA RPC 29 V30T 29 7 2017 G.9°

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No.29, June 06, 2025 page 29

) I A e i 0 2 (Wt U L B T VA B I A
A7 OhA €CL 0T AdPS  LOAMA:
aNdALD7 A LLECIAN:

) N10.2T Ar8ovlar AS Oché hW18.008A
ELLCINE

av) POMA FCL PTF7 24 h4099° (7Theo AT
S7°CT RISLPCN PLCINT 21007
oM T®7  ACTAANN  ANdALDT? AN
ELLCIN:

w) NVhA SCL& MLT POLHAN.O7 PP
n4.909° ShJ~HAAT AT QAN NF AhdA
PACI T ACI°E A18.00L PLCIA:

&) NOhA FCE& AT PU7LAM @ABLT T hi909°
Sng-HAd: LI hr8.LLCTT AmPPIe
£N4.0776\

50. PNA ANTASLC 187

LUTT APE A%104.09° N7%.0M L PULONID-

ATLAmNe PS PeNA AOTSLC NOKA SCE 0T

A.MPP PoLnTAT VLI PTF 56 I A:-

&/ COhA «CE& Mk P7LAPI°0TT 03 LT
Tnmne

g POhA SCL 0N PULOM@-T FAHH  ovd.e9°
mLI° TINL.07"

i/ 1IN POEIG CTANT 2647 T106.09°

0/ COMAP GCL PTLNLENTT N TaoF i ::

5%. POchiN AT RSH® \.C 1%3

LU7TT APE A%104.09° N7l.oM LN PULON10-
A78AmMNP PG PAhA AG =N NE A NPLLED-
PULTT o PPCE PTLNTAT 183 PT RGN

B) Recognizes social organizations involved in dispute
resolution as Customary Courts and provide them

with the necessary support;

C) Makes elders to be appointed and secretary to be
assigned;

D) Makes the submission reports regarding Customary
Courts performance; evaluates; makes necessary

assistance to enhance their effectiveness;

E) Follows up the execution of penalties made by
customary courts and makes necessary corrective

actions to be taken in areas where gaps exist;

F) Follows up the execution of decisions made by the
customary courts and makes the execution upon

support request.

44. Obligation of Kebele Administration
Without prejudice to what may be determined by a
regulation and directive to be issued, the Kebele
Administration shall have the following obligations
when requested by Customary Court:

1/ Ensuring the security of the Customary Court hearing
environment;
2/ Executing or causing the execution of orders given

by Customary Court;

3/ Execution of fines and compulsory labor;

4/ Arranging a place where the Customary Court carries
out its duties.

45. Obligation of Culture and Tourism Bureau

Without prejudice to what may be determined by a

regulation and directive to be issued, Culture and

Tourism Bureau and its subordinates shall have the

following obligations:
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1/ Works for implementation of findings by conducting
researches aimed at the development of customary

courts in collaborating with other concerned bodies;

2/ Works with concerned bodies to realize the
codification of customary laws of the region;
3/ Facilitates for access of trainings to elders on

customary laws;

4/ Undertakes necessary activities so that customary
laws to transfer from generation to generation;
5/ Undertakes any activities that helps Customary

Courts to be flourished.

46. Obligation to Give Support
1/ Any concerned body shall have an obligation to give
support in implementing matters covered under this

proclamation.

2/ Individuals, community associations as well as
governmental and non-governmental bodies are duty
bound to respect decisions given by Customary

Courts related to sanctions and other orders.

47. Plenum of Elders

1/ The plenum of elders shall be convened once a year at
woreda level.

2/ Elders of First Instance Customary Court and
Appellate Customary Court shall take part at the
plenum.

3/ President of Wereda Court shall be Chairperson of the
Plenum; Head of the Wereda Culture and Tourism
Office shall be vice chairperson of the plenum.

4/ The plenum participants shall discuss on agendas
presented from the Chairperson and the Vice-

Chairperson.
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5/ The Plenum shall elect elders in accordance with
Article 11 of this Proclamation, and dismiss those

having lack of capacity or ethical defects.

6/ Regarding to plenum of elders conducted at the
regional level shall be determined by detailed

directive to be issued.

48. Penalties
1/ Customary Court may penalize a person who fails to

comply with customary law procedure of the area.

2/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-article (1)
of this Article, the following acts shall make
penalized in accordance with customary law of the
area.

A) Where a person failed to appear without good
cause after being duly summoned to appear to
customary court as a defendant;

B) A person who misleads, disturbs while the
customary court is carrying out its duties; or
insults, threats or coerces elders, secretary, party
or witnesses at the customary court or delays a
proceeding in any condition;

C) Customary Court may take necessary measure
against any-one who failed to obey its order or
unnecessarily intervenes in its activities based on

customary law.

49. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive
1/ The Amhara National Region Council may issue a
regulation needed to implement this Proclamation.
2/ The Amhara Regional Supreme Court may issue a
directive to implement this proclamation and a
regulation to be issued for the implementation of this

proclamation.
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9. +4970.1T CANT® WITT 50. Inapplicable Laws

(LY APE 0T ¢tk 78217 Adaohnf | Any proclamation, regulation, directive or decision
PAPET 301D PoYPLT AP L3NF avavse | INCONSistent with this proclamation shall be inapplicable

OLI° DA% 1497 PAD-9°:: with respect to matters provided for in this Proclamation.
ia. aPR. PoL0S0+ 10 51. Effective Date
LU APE NAAN HAL-ch? IHM F~F° hoMN-t +7 | This proclamation shall come in to force from the date
2o 14997, LIPS of its publication on the Regional Zikre Hig Gazette.
thC AC Done at Bahir Dar,
70T A8 +7 2017 Y9 This 6® Date of Fune/2025
AlD L AJh
Ph%14 NdudP NANR a0}/ Arega Kebede Legas
TLNSHT President of the Amhara National Regional

State




